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(3) Condition of the animal(s)
(including carcass condition if the
animal is dead);

(4) Observed behaviors of the
animal(s), if alive;

(5) If available, photographs or video
footage of the animal(s); and

(6) General circumstances under
which the animal was discovered.

§217.76 Letters of Authorization.

(a) To incidentally take marine
mammals pursuant to these regulations,
the USACE must apply for and obtain
an LOA.

(b) An LOA, unless suspended or
revoked, may be effective for a period of
time not to exceed the expiration date
of these regulations.

(c) If an LOA expires prior to the
expiration date of these regulations, the
USACE may apply for and obtain a
renewal of the LOA.

(d) In the event of projected changes
to the activity or to mitigation and
monitoring measures required by an
LOA, the USACE must apply for and
obtain a modification of the LOA as
described in §217.77.

(e) The LOA must set forth the
following information:

(1) Permissible methods of incidental
taking;

(2) Means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact (i.e.,
mitigation) on the species, its habitat,
and on the availability of the species for
subsistence uses; and

(3) Requirements for monitoring and
reporting.

(f) Issuance of the LOA must be based
on a determination that the level of
taking will be consistent with the
findings made for the total taking
allowable under these regulations.

(g) Notice of issuance or denial of an
LOA must be published in the Federal
Register within 30 days of a
determination.

§217.77 Renewals and modifications of
Letters of Authorization.

(a) An LOA issued under §216.106 of
this chapter and § 217.76 for the activity
identified in § 217.70(a) may be
renewed or modified upon request by
the applicant, provided that:

(1) The specified activity and
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
measures, as well as the anticipated
impacts, are the same as those described
and analyzed for these regulations; and

(2) NMFS determines that the
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
measures required by the previous LOA
under these regulations were
implemented.

(b) For LOA modification or renewal
requests by the applicant that include

changes to the activity or the mitigation,
monitoring, or reporting that do not
change the findings made as the basis of
these regulations or result in no more
than a minor change in the total
estimated number of takes (or
distribution by species or years), NMFS
may publish a notice of proposed LOA
in the Federal Register, including the
associated analysis of the change, and
solicit public comment before issuing
the LOA.

(c) An LOA issued under §216.106 of
this chapter and § 217.76 for the activity
identified in §217.70 (a) may be
modified by NMFS under the following
circumstances:

(1) NMFS may modify (including
augment) the existing mitigation,
monitoring, or reporting measures (after
consulting with USACE regarding the
practicability of the modifications) if
doing so creates a reasonable likelihood
of more effectively accomplishing the
goals of the mitigation and monitoring
set forth in the preamble for these
regulations;

(i) Possible sources of data that could
contribute to the decision to modify the
mitigation, monitoring, or reporting
measures in an LOA:

(A) Results from USACE’s monitoring
from previous years;

(B) Results from other marine
mammal and/or sound research or
studies; and

(C) Any information that reveals
marine mammals may have been taken
in a manner, extent or number not
authorized by these regulations or
subsequent LOAs; and

(ii) If, through adaptive management,
the modifications to the mitigation,
monitoring, or reporting measures are
substantial, NMFS must publish a
notice of proposed LOA in the Federal
Register and solicit public comment.

(2) If NMFS determines that an
emergency exists that poses a significant
risk to the well-being of the species or
stocks of marine mammals specified in
a LOA issued pursuant to § 216.106 of
this chapter and §217.76, a LOA may be
modified without prior notice or
opportunity for public comment.
Notification would be published in the
Federal Register within 30 days of the
action.

§§217.78-217.79 [Reserved]

[FR Doc. 2025-08231 Filed 5-9-25; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces the 2025
recreational fishing season for the
Federal charter vessel/headboat (for-
hire) component for red snapper in the
exclusive economic zone (EEZ) of the
Gulf through this temporary rule. The
red snapper recreational for-hire
component in the Gulf EEZ opens on
June 1, 2025, and will close at 12:01
a.m., local time, on September 16, 2025.
This closure is necessary to prevent the
Federal for-hire component from
exceeding its quota and to prevent
overfishing of the Gulf red snapper
resource.

DATES: The closure is effective at 12:01
a.m., local time, on September 16, 2025,
until 12:01 a.m., local time, on January
1, 2026.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Frank Helies, NMFS Southeast Regional
Office, telephone: 727-209-5988, email:
frank.helies@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
reef fish fishery, which includes red
snapper, is managed under the Fishery
Management Plan for the Reef Fish
Resources of the Gulf (FMP). The Gulf
Council prepared the FMP, which was
approved by the Secretary of Commerce,
and NMFS implements the FMP
through regulations at 50 CFR part 622
under the authority of the Magnuson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Act (Magnuson-Stevens
Act).

Through this temporary rule, NMFS
announces the recreational fishing
season for the red snapper recreational
sector for-hire component in the Gulf of
America (Gulf) for the 2025 fishing year.
Executive Order 14172, “Restoring
Names That Honor American
Greatness” (January 20, 2025), directs
that the Gulf of Mexico be renamed the
Gulf of America. Consistent with the
order, this action uses Gulf of America
to refer to the area known as the Gulf
of Mexico in the specific regulations at
50 CFR part 622.
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The final rule implementing
Amendment 40 to the FMP established
two components within the recreational
sector fishing for Gulf red snapper: the
private angling component and the
Federal for-hire component (80 FR
22422, April 22, 2015). Amendment 40
also allocated the red snapper
recreational annual catch limit (ACL;
recreational quota) between the
components and established separate
seasonal closures for the two
components. The Federal for-hire
component’s red snapper annual catch
target (ACT) is 9 percent below the for-
hire component quota (87 FR 74014,
December 2, 2022; 50 CFR
622.41(q)(2)(iii)(B)).

The red snapper for-hire component
seasonal closure is projected from the
component’s ACT. Projecting the for-
hire component’s seasonal closure using
the ACT reduces the likelihood of the
harvest exceeding the component quota
and the total recreational quota. The
Federal for-hire component ACT for red
snapper in the Gulf EEZ is 3,076,322
pounds (1,395,396 kilograms), round
weight (50 CFR 622.41(q)(2)(iii)(B)).

NMEF'S has determined that the 2025
Federal Gulf red snapper for-hire fishing
season will be 107 days. NMFS
considered season length projections
based on average catch rates for 2020-
2022, 2020-2024, and 2022—-2024, and
using only 2024 landings. NMFS
determined that 107 days is likely to
constrain harvest to the for-hire
component ACT based on these
historical catch rates, including the
lower catch rates and the under harvest
of the component ACT in 2024 (74
percent of the ACT). For details about
the projection for 2025, see https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/
sustainable-fisheries/gulf-mexico-
recreational-red-snapper-management.
Therefore, the 2025 recreational season
for the Federal for-hire component will
begin at 12:01 a.m., local time, on June
1, 2025, and close at 12:01 a.m., local
time, on September 16, 2025.

On and after the effective date of the
Federal for-hire component closure, the
bag and possession limits for red
snapper for Federal for-hire vessels are
zero. When the Federal for-hire
component is closed, these bag and
possession limits apply in the Gulf on
board a vessel for which a valid Federal
for-hire permit for Gulf reef fish has
been issued, without regard to where
such species were harvested, i.e., in
state or Federal waters. In addition, a
person aboard a vessel that has been
issued a charter vessel/headboat permit
for Gulf reef fish any time during the
fishing year may not harvest or possess
red snapper in or from the Gulf EEZ

when the Federal charter vessel/
headboat component is closed.

Classification

NMFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is taken under 50 CFR
622.41(q)(2)(i) and (ii), which was
issued pursuant to section 304(b) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and is exempt
from review under Executive Order
12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment is
unnecessary and contrary to the public
interest. Such procedures are
unnecessary because the rule
implementing the recreational red
snapper quotas and ACTs, and the rule
implementing the requirement to close
the for-hire component when its ACT is
projected to be reached have already
been subject to notice and comment,
and all that remains is to notify the
public of the closure. Such procedures
are contrary to the public interest
because many for-hire operations book
trips for clients in advance and require
as much notice as NMFS is able to
provide to adjust their business plans to
account for the fishing season.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 6, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-08228 Filed 5-9-25; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Northeastern United
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: NMFS is implementing
specifications for the 2025 Atlantic
spiny dogfish fishery, as recommended
by the Mid-Atlantic and New England
Fishery Management Councils. This
action is necessary to establish
allowable harvest levels for the Atlantic

spiny dogfish fishery to prevent
overfishing while enabling optimum
yield, using the best scientific
information available.

DATES: Effective May 9, 2025.
ADDRESSES: Copies of the Supplemental
Information Report (SIR) and other
supporting documents for this action are
available upon request from Dr.
Christopher M. Moore, Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, Suite 201, 800
North State Street, Dover, DE 19901.
These documents are also accessible via
the internet at: http://www.mafmc.org/
supporting-documents.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Laura Deighan, Fishery Policy Analyst,
Laura.Deighan@noaa.gov or (978) 281—
9184.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Mid-Atlantic and New England
Fishery Management Councils
(collectively, the Councils) jointly
manage the Atlantic Spiny Dogfish
Fishery Management Plan (FMP), with
the Mid-Atlantic Council serving as the
administrative lead. Additionally, the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (Commission) manages the
spiny dogfish fishery in state waters
from Maine to North Carolina through a
separate, interstate fishery management
plan. The Federal FMP requires the
specification of an acceptable biological
catch (ABC), annual catch limit (ACL),
annual catch target (ACT), total
allowable landings (TAL), and a
coastwide commercial quota. These
limits and other related management
measures may be set for up to five
fishing years at a time, with each fishing
year running from May 1 through April
30. This action implements Atlantic
spiny dogfish specifications for fishing
year 2025, as recommended by the
Councils. The Commission voted to
implement complementary
specifications on February 4, 2025,
during its winter meeting.

At their respective December 2024
meetings, both Councils voted to adopt
2025 spiny dogfish specifications using
an ABC of 7,626 metric tons (mt), as
provided by the Mid-Atlantic Council’s
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) at its November 20, 2024,
meeting. The Councils determined that
a 50-percent probability of overfishing
(i.e., an ABGC equal to the overfishing
limit (OFL)) was an acceptable level of
risk for the 2025 specifications given: (1)
Industry testimony that reductions in
the commercial quota risk the
sustainability of the commercial spiny
dogfish industry, and (2) that the stock
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