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accessed from http://edicsweb.ed.gov,
by selecting the ‘“‘Browse Pending
Collections” link and by clicking on
link number 2464. When you access the
information collection, click on
“Download Attachments” to view.
Written requests for information should
be addressed to Vivian Reese,
Department of Education, 400 Maryland
Avenue, SW., Room 4050, Regional
Office Building 3, Washington, DC
20202-4651 or to the e-mail address
vivian_reese@ed.gov. Requests may also
be electronically mailed to the Internet
address OCIO_RIMG@ed.gov or faxed to
(202) 708-9346. Please specify the
complete title of the information
collection when making your request.

Comments regarding burden and/or
the collection activity requirements
should be directed to Shelia Carey at her
e-mail address SheliaCarey@ed.gov.
Individuals who use a
telecommunications device for the deaf
(TDD) may call the Federal Information
Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877—
8339.

[FR Doc. 04-5268 Filed 3—8—04; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

AGENCY: Department of Education.

ACTION: Correction notice.

SUMMARY: On March 3, 2004, the
Department of Education published a
30-day public comment period notice in
the Federal Register (Page 10005,
Column 3) for the information
collection, “U.S. Department of
Education Budget Information—Non-
Construction Programs Form and Grant
Performance Report Form. The notice
incorrectly referred to the Institute of
Education Sciences. The correct office is
the office of the Chief Financial Officer.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Sheila Carey at her e-mail address
Sheila.Carey@ed.gov.

Dated: March 3, 2004.
Angela C. Arrington,

Leader, Regulatory Information Management
Group, Office of the Chief Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 04—5267 Filed 3—8—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Science Financial Assistance
Program Notice DE-FG01-04ER04-15;
Institutes for the Advancement of
Computational Biology Research and
Education

AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy.

ACTION: Notice inviting grant
applications.

SUMMARY: The Office of Advanced
Scientific Computing Research (ASCR)
of the Office of Science (SC), U.S.
Department of Energy (DOE), hereby
announces its interest in receiving
applications for institutes for the
advancement of computational biology
research and education, in support of
the ASCR computational biology
program, the ASCR-BER (Office of
Biological and Environmental Research)
DOE Genomic: GTL program, and the
broader SC research programs.
Prospective applicants should observe
that:

(1) Applications serving two
complementary objectives—the
advancement of computational biology
research as an intellectual pursuit; and
innovative approaches to educating
biologists as computational scientists—
are sought;

(2) The focus of the proposed effort
should be on advancing computational
biology research and education as
counterbalancing and complementary
activities to experimental biology—
rather than on computation as a support
activity to experimental biology;

(3) Proposed research and educational
activities should be relevant to the
mission of the Office of Science and, in
particular to the long term goals of the
GTL program;

(4) Proposed activities should include
a plan for an active dialogue with
industry, universities, and other
laboratories and centers in order to
maximize the dissemination of
information, promote and support
technology commercialization, and
avoid unnecessary duplication of effort;

(5) Multiple year funding is not
guaranteed, although applicants may
request periods of performance ranging
up to 3 years.

More specific information on this
solicitation is outlined in the
Supplementary Information section
below.

DATES: The deadline for receipt of
formal applications is 4:30 p.m., eastern
time, Tuesday, April 6, 2004, in order to
be accepted for merit review and to
permit timely consideration for award
in Fiscal Year 2004.

ADDRESSES: Formal applications in
response to this solicitation are to be
electronically submitted by an
authorized institutional business official
through DOE’s Industry Interactive
Procurement System (IIPS) at: http://e-
center.doe.gov/. IIPS provides for the
posting of solicitations and receipt of
applications in a paperless environment
via the Internet. In order to submit
applications through IIPS your business
official will need to register at the IIPS
Web site. It is suggested that this
registration be completed several days
prior to the date on which you plan to
submit the formal application. The
Office of Science will include
attachments as part of this notice that
provide the appropriate forms in PDF
fillable format that are to be submitted
through IIPS. IIPS offers the option of
using multiple files, please limit
submissions to one volume and one file
if possible, with a maximum of no more
than four PDF files. Color images should
be submitted in IIPS as a separate file in
PDF format and identified as such.
These images should be kept to a
minimum due to the limitations of
reproducing them. They should be
numbered and referred to in the body of
the technical scientific proposal as
Color image 1, Color image 2, etc.
Questions regarding the operation of
IIPS may be e-mailed to the ITPS Help
Desk at: helpdesk@pr.doe.gov or you
may call the help desk at: (800) 683—
0751. Further information on the use of
ITPS by the Office of Science is available
at: http://www.sc.doe.gov/production/
grants/grants.html.

If you are unable to submit the
application through IIPS, please contact
the Grants and Contracts Division,
Office of Science at: (301) 903—-5212 or
(301) 903-3604, in order to gain
assistance for submission through IIPS
or to receive special approval and
instruction on how to submit printed
applications.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: DOE’s
Office of Science, in order to
accomplish its mission, is faced with
the need for computational biology
capabilities that far exceed what is
currently available. In particular, the
Office of Science’s needs for its GTL
program are documented at the DOE
Genomics: GTL Web site: http://
www.doegenomestolife.org/

The goals of the GTL program are:

« Identify the protein machines that
carry out critical life functions;

» Characterize the gene regulatory
networks that control these machines;

» Explore the functional repertoire of
complex microbial communities in their
natural environments to provide a
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foundation for understanding and using
their remarkably diverse capabilities to
address DOE missions; and

» Develop the computational
capabilities to integrate and understand
these data and begin to model complex
biological systems.

This solicitation announces ASCR’s
interest in receiving applications for
institutes for the advancement of
computational biology research and
education, serving two complementary
objectives:

* Computational Biology Research:
Developing new computational
approaches to support the Office of
Science’s missions in microbial biology
and GTL: and

» Computational Biology Education:
Developing and implementing programs
to educate biologists in the use of
computation as a principal tool for
biological research and discovery.

As integrated activities are sought,
applicants should craft applications that
respond to both of these objectives,
rather than selecting just one.

With regard to the computational
biology research objective, the proposed
activity should provide an intellectual
home for a scientific community
carrying out research enabling the
solution of cutting-edge biology
problems. Activities should be designed
to support interdisciplinary and inter-
institutional collaborations. Activities
should embrace interdisciplinary teams
of researchers, drawn from the physical
and life sciences, computational
mathematics and computer science.
These teams should focus on
application development to harness the
power of computational science for the
solution of data-intensive and/or
computation-intensive biology
problems. No experimental activities are
foreseen. Researchers should draw upon
the biological data available from the
GTL community, as well as, the broader
community. The research objectives
should focus on advancing computation
as a tool for biological discovery,
hypothesis formulation, and providing
guidance to future experimentation.

With regard to the computational
biology education objective, the
proposed activity should develop,
implement and disseminate materials
for the education of computational
biologists at the graduate level. The
education program should be tested
through actual prototyping and use. The
courseware developed should cover as
broad a spectrum of both data-intensive
and computation-intensive biology
problems as possible. Illustrative
examples should be drawn from biology
applications of interest to the Office of
Science, to the extent possible.

The proposed activities should
include a plan for playing an active role
in maintaining a dialogue with industry,
universities, and other laboratories and
centers in order to maximize the
dissemination of information, promote
and support technology
commercialization, and avoid
unnecessary duplication of effort.

Collaboration

Applicants are encouraged to
collaborate with researchers in other
institutions, such as universities,
industry, non-profit organizations,
federal laboratories and Federally
Funded Research and Development
Centers (FFRDCs), including the DOE
National Laboratories, where
appropriate, and to include cost sharing
wherever feasible. Additional
information on collaboration is available
in the Application Guide for the Office
of Science Financial Assistance Program
that is available via the Internet at:
http://www.sc.doe.gov/production/
grants/Colab.html.

Program Funding

It is anticipated that up to $3 million
will be available in Fiscal Year 2004,
contingent upon availability of
appropriated funds. It is anticipated that
no more than 4 awards will be made.
Multiple year funding is not guaranteed,
although applicants may request periods
of performance ranging up to 3 years.

Merit Review

Applications will be subjected to
scientific merit review (peer review) and
will be evaluated against the following
evaluation criteria, which are listed in
descending order of importance codified
at 10 CFR 605.10(d):

(1) Scientific and/or Technical Merit
of the Project,

(2) Appropriateness of the Proposed
Method or Approach,

(3) Competency of Applicant’s
Personnel and Adequacy of Proposed
Resources,

(4) Reasonableness and
Appropriateness of the Proposed
Budget.

The evaluation under item 1,
Scientific and/or Technical Merit of the
Project, will also consider the following
elements:

(a) The relevance of the proposed
program of computational biology
research and education to the mission of
the Office of Science.

(b) The extent to which the focus of
the proposed effort is on advancing
computational biology research and
education as counterbalancing and
complementary activities to
experimental biology—rather than on

computation as a support activity to
experimental biology.

(c) The potential of the proposed
project to make a significant impact on
computational biology research and
education.

(d) The potential of the proposed
project to identify and advance the
development of new research and
educational techniques intended to
accelerate the adoption of computation
as a principal mode of research for
biologists.

The evaluation under item 2,
Appropriateness of the Proposed
Method or Approach, will also consider
the following elements:

(a) The degree to which the project
adheres to the management philosophy
of integrating both research and
education into the project execution.

(b) The extent to which the project
incorporates broad community
(industry/academia/other federal
programs) interaction and outreach.

(c) Quality and clarity of proposed
work schedule and deliverables.

(d) Extent to which materials
developed under this project will be
available to the public (e.g. as “open
source”).

The evaluation under item 3,
Competency of Applicant’s Personnel
and Adequacy of Proposed Resources,
will also consider the following
element: quality of the physical and
intellectual environment for both
research and educational activities in
computational biology.

The evaluation will include program
policy factors, such as the relevance of
the proposed research to the terms of
the announcement and the agency’s
programmatic needs. Note: External
peer reviewers are selected with regard
to both their scientific expertise and the
absence of conflict-of-interest issues.
Non-federal reviewers will often be
used, and submission of an application
constitutes agreement that this is
acceptable to the investigator(s) and the
submitting institution.

Submission Information

The Project Description must be 20
pages or less, exclusive of attachments.
It must contain an abstract or project
summary on a separate page with the
name of the applicant, mailing address,
phone, FAX and e-mail listed. The
application must include letters of
intent from collaborators (briefly
describing the intended contribution of
each to the research), and short
curriculum vitaes for the applicant and
any co-Pls.

Applicants must disclose all
information on their current and
pending grants. To provide a consistent
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format for the submission, review and
solicitation of grant applications
submitted under this notice, the
preparation and submission of grant
applications must follow the guidelines
given in the Application Guide for the
Office of Science Financial Assistance
Program, 10 CFR Part 605. Access to
SC’s Financial Assistance Application
Guide is possible via the World Wide
Web at: http://www.science.doe.gov/
production/grants/grants.html. DOE is
under no obligation to pay for any costs
associated with the preparation or
submission of applications if an award
is not made.

The Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance number for this program is
81.049, and the solicitation control number is
ERFAP 10 CFR part 605.

Issued in Washington, DC on February 25,
2004.

Martin Rubinstein,

Acting Director, Grants and Contracts
Division, Office of Science.

[FR Doc. 04-5125 Filed 3—8-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6450-01—P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

International Energy Agency Meeting

AGENCY: Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice of meetings.

SUMMARY: The Industry Advisory Board
(IAB) to the International Energy
Agency (IEA) will meet on March 17,
2004, at the headquarters of the IEA in
Paris, France, in connection with a
meeting of the IEA’s Standing Group on
Emergency Questions. A meeting
involving members of the IAB in
connection with a meeting of the IEA’s
Emergency Response Exercise (ERE3)
Design Group will be held at the
headquarters of the IEA on March 17—
18, 2004.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Samuel M. Bradley, Assistant General
Counsel for International and National
Security Programs, Department of
Energy, 1000 Independence Avenue,
SW., Washington, DC 20585, 202—586—
6738.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: In
accordance with section 252(c)(1)(A)(i)
of the Energy Policy and Conservation
Act (42 U.S.C. 6272(c)(1)(A)(1)) (EPCA),
the following notice of meeting is
provided:

A meeting of the Industry Advisory
Board (IAB) to the International Energy
Agency (IEA) will be held at the
headquarters of the IEA, 9, rue de la
Fédération, Paris, France, on March 17,
2004, beginning at 8:30 a.m. The

purpose of this notice is to permit
attendance by representatives of U.S.
company members of the IAB at a
meeting of the IEA’s Standing Group on
Emergency Questions (SEQ), which is
scheduled to be held at the IEA on
March 17, beginning at 10:30 a.m.,
including a preparatory encounter
among company representatives from
8:30 a.m. to 9:15 a.m. The agenda for the
preparatory encounter is as follows:

I. Welcome, Review of Agenda, and
Introductions

II. Report on Expiration of European
Community Exemption for IAB
Activities

III. Update on International Energy Forum

IV. Comments on New IAB Web site Prepared
by IEA

V. Closing and Review of Meetings of Interest
to IAB Members

The agenda for the SEQ meeting is
under the control of the SEQ. It is
expected that the SEQ will adopt the
following agenda:

1. Adoption of the Agenda
2. Approval of the Summary Record of
the 109th Meeting
3. Program of Work
—Follow-up to Surplus Publication
Revenues Projects
—Progress Report on Planning of
Emergency Response Exercise
(ERE) 3
—First Steps in Program of Work
2005-2006
—4. Update on Compliance with IEP
Stockholding Commitments
—Reports by Non-Complying Member
Countries
—Report on Recent Emergency
Response Review of Portugal
5. Relations with the New European
Union Member Countries
6. Report on Current Activities of the
IAB
7. Policy and Other Developments in
Member Countries
—United States
—Japan
8. Emergency Response Activities
—Preliminary Assessment of
Economic Impacts of Oil Supply
Crises

—Bilateral Stocks and Tickets in IEA
Member Countries

—Update on IEA/EU Data
Harmonization

9. Activities with Non-Member

Countries and International
Organizations

—The IEA-India Workshop on
Emergency Oil Stock Issues

—ASCOPE Meeting in Cambodia

—International Energy Forum
Meeting in Bangkok

—The EU Antitrust Situation
10. Emergency Response Reviews of IEA

Member Countries

—Revised Schedule of Emergency
Response Reviews for 2004-2005
—Emergency Response Review of
Ireland
—Emergency Response Review of the
United Kingdom
11. Other Documents for Information
—Emergency Reserve Situation of IEA
Member Countries on January 1,
2004
—Emergency Reserve Situation of IEA
Candidate Countries on January 1,
2004
—Monthly Oil Statistics: December
2003
—Base Period Final Consumption:
1Q2003-4Q2003
—~Quarterly Oil Forecast: First Quarter
2004
—~Update of Emergency Contacts List
12. Other Business
—Dates of Next Meetings:
June 29, 2004: 111th Meeting of the
SEQ
June 30, 2004: Workshop on Near-
Term Risk Assessment in the Oil Market
June 30, 2004: ERE 3 Design Group
Meeting
October 25-28, 2004: ERE 3
—Changes in the EPPD Secretariat
and Delegations

A meeting involving members of the
IAB in connection with a meeting of the
IEA’s ERE3 Design Group will be held
on March 17-18, 2004, at the
headquarters of the IEA from
approximately 9:30 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.
on March 17 and continuing on March
18 at 9:30 a.m. The purpose of this
meeting is to discuss the structure of an
oil supply disruption simulation
exercise in connection with the SEQ,
which is scheduled to be held at IEA
headquarters between October 25-28,
2004.

The March 17 meeting will be a
preparatory briefing session, the agenda
for which is a review of the agenda for
the March 18 meeting. The agenda for
the March 18 meeting is under the
control of the SEQ. It is expected that
the SEQ will adopt the following
agenda:

Phase 1: Workshop on Risk Assessment
and Scenario-Building in the
Present and Near-Term Oil Market

—One-day Workshop in Paris, June
26, 2004

Phase 2: A “Real-Time” IEA Emergency
Response Exercise for Member
Countries

—Late September 2004, Member
Countries Participate from Capitals

Phase 3: Emergency Response Training
and Disruption Simulation Exercise
for Non-Member Countries and
New SEQ Participants

—Tentative Schedule, October 25-26,
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