Federal Register/Vol. 87, No. 245/ Thursday, December 22, 2022/ Notices

78655

Based on the results of our analysis,
NMEFS has determined that the level of
taking authorized through the LOA is
consistent with the findings made for
the total taking allowable under the
regulations for the affected species or
stocks of marine mammals. See Table 1
in this notice and Table 9 of the rule (86
FR 5322, January 19, 2021).

Small Numbers Determination

Under the GOM rule, NMFS may not
authorize incidental take of marine
mammals in an LOA if it will exceed
“small numbers.”” In short, when an
acceptable estimate of the individual
marine mammals taken is available, if
the estimated number of individual
animals taken is up to, but not greater
than, one-third of the best available

abundance estimate, NMFS will
determine that the numbers of marine
mammals taken of a species or stock are
small. For more information please see
NMFS’ discussion of the MMPA’s small
numbers requirement provided in the
final rule (86 FR 5322, 5438; January 19,
2021).

The take numbers for authorization,
which are determined as described
above, are used by NMFS in making the
necessary small numbers
determinations, through comparison
with the best available abundance
estimates (see discussion at 86 FR 5322,
5391; January 19, 2021). For this
comparison, NMFS’ approach is to use
the maximum theoretical population,
determined through review of current

TABLE 1—TAKE ANALYSIS

stock assessment reports (SAR;
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/marine-
mammal-stock-assessments) and model-
predicted abundance information
(https://seamap.env.duke.edu/models/
Duke/GOMY/). For the latter, for taxa
where a density surface model could be
produced, we use the maximum mean
seasonal (i.e., 3-month) abundance
prediction for purposes of comparison
as a precautionary smoothing of month-
to-month fluctuations and in
consideration of a corresponding lack of
data in the literature regarding seasonal
distribution of marine mammals in the
GOM. Information supporting the small
numbers determinations is provided in
Table 1.

: Authorized Percent
Species take 1 Abundance 2 abundance
RICE'S WRNAIE ...ttt ettt e e ae e e e s e e e s abe e e snre e e snreeeanneeeaaes 40 51 n/a
ST L= (TN o - R RRPRSE 26 2,207 1.2
Kogia spp .......... 315 4,373 0.3
Beaked whales 234 3,768 6.2
Rough-toothed dolphin 43 4,853 0.9
L2 To] 11 [T ToT=T= N (o] o] 11 o RSP R 41 176,108 0
Clymene dolphin ......... 115 11,895 1
Atlantic spotted dolphin 40 74,785 n/a
Pantropical spotted doIPhin ..o 1,139 102,361 1.1
Spinner dolphin 427 25,114 0.1
Striped dolphin ... 60 5,229 1.1
Fraser's dolphin . 419 1,665 1.1
Risso’s dolphin 18 3,764 0.5
MelON-NEAUEA WRNAIE ......ccoiiiireieeee et e e e e e e e e s b e e e e e e s e anseeeeeeeeennnnnees 474 7,003 1.1
Pygmy killer whale 36 2,126 1.7
False killer whale 41 3,204 1.3
1T Y o F= L= S TP TR PTTOPRPT 40 267 n/a
Short-fiNNed PIlot WAl ........ooeieiiieeie et e e e e e e e senreeesnees 46 1,981 0.3

1Scalar ratios were not applied in this case due to brief survey duration.

2Best abundance estimate. For most taxa, the best abundance estimate for purposes of comparison with take estimates is considered here to
be the model-predicted abundance (Roberts et al., 2016). For those taxa where a density surface model predicting abundance by month was
produced, the maximum mean seasonal abundance was used. For those taxa where abundance is not predicted by month, only mean annual
abundance is available. For Rice’s whale and the killer whale, the larger estimated SAR abundance estimate is used.

3Includes 1 take by Level A harassment and 14 takes by Level B harassment.

4Modeled exposure estimate less than assumed average group size (Maze-Foley and Mullin, 2006).

Based on the analysis contained
herein of LLOG’s proposed survey
activity described in its LOA
application and the anticipated take of
marine mammals, NMFS finds that
small numbers of marine mammals will
be taken relative to the affected species
or stock sizes and therefore is of no
more than small numbers.

Authorization

NMFS has determined that the level
of taking for this LOA request is
consistent with the findings made for
the total taking allowable under the
incidental take regulations and that the
amount of take authorized under the
LOA is of no more than small numbers.
Accordingly, we have issued an LOA to

LLOG authorizing the take of marine

mammals incidental to its geophysical

survey activity, as described above.
Dated: December 16, 2022.

Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022-27777 Filed 12-21-22; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice; request for comments on
proposed renewal incidental harassment
authorization.

SUMMARY: NMF'S received a request from
the United States Navy (Navy) for the
renewal of their currently active
incidental harassment authorization
(IHA) to take marine mammals
incidental to Fuel Pier Inboard Pile
Removal Project at Naval Base Point
Loma in San Diego Bay, California.
These activities consist of activities that
are covered by the current authorization
but will not be completed prior to its
expiration. Pursuant to the Marine
Mammal Protection Act, prior to issuing
the currently active IHA, NMFS
requested comments on both the
proposed IHA and the potential for
renewing the initial authorization if
certain requirements were satisfied. The
renewal requirements have been
satisfied, and NMFS is now providing
an additional 15-day comment period to
allow for any additional comments on
the proposed renewal not previously
provided during the initial 30-day
comment period.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than January 6,
2023.

ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to Jolie Harrison, Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, and should be
submitted via email to ITP.fleming@
noaa.gov.

Instructions: NMFS is not responsible
for comments sent by any other method,
to any other address or individual, or
received after the end of the comment
period. Comments, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 25-
megabyte file size. Attachments to
comments will be accepted in Microsoft
Word or Excel or Adobe PDF file
formats only. All comments received are
a part of the public record and will
generally be posted online at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act without
change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit confidential business
information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Fleming, Office of Protected Resources,
NMEFS, (301) 427—-8401. Electronic
copies of the original application,
renewal request, and supporting
documents (including NMFS Federal
Register notices of the original proposed

and final authorizations, and the
previous IHA), as well as a list of the
references cited in this document, may
be obtained online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act. In case
of problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed above.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The Marine Mammal Protection Act
(MMPA) prohibits the “take” of marine
mammals, with certain exceptions.
Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.) direct
the Secretary of Commerce (as delegated
to NMFS) to allow, upon request, the
incidental, but not intentional, taking of
small numbers of marine mammals by
U.S. citizens who engage in a specified
activity (other than commercial fishing)
within a specified geographical region if
certain findings are made and either
regulations are issued or, if the taking is
limited to harassment, an incidental
harassment authorization is issued.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s) and will not have
an unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
taking for subsistence uses (where
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe
the permissible methods of taking and
other “means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact” on the
affected species or stocks and their
habitat, paying particular attention to
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of
similar significance, and on the
availability of such species or stocks for
taking for certain subsistence uses
(referred to here as “mitigation
measures”’). Monitoring and reporting of
such takings are also required. The
meaning of key terms such as “take,”
“harassment,” and ‘“‘negligible impact”
can be found in section 3 of the MMPA
(16 U.S.C. 1362) and the agency’s
regulations at 50 CFR 216.103.

NMFS'’ regulations implementing the
MMPA at 50 CFR 216.107(e) indicate
that IHAs may be renewed for
additional periods of time not to exceed
one year for each reauthorization. In the
notice of proposed IHA for the initial
authorization, NMFS described the
circumstances under which we would
consider issuing a renewal for this
activity, and requested public comment
on a potential renewal under those
circumstances. Specifically, on a case-
by-case basis, NMFS may issue a one-
time 1 year renewal THA following
notice to the public providing an
additional 15 days for public comments

when (1) up to another year of identical,
or nearly identical, activities as
described in the Detailed Description of
Specified Activities section of the initial
THA issuance notice is planned or (2)
the activities as described in the
Description of the Specified Activities
and Anticipated Impacts section of the
initial IHA issuance notice would not be
completed by the time the initial IHA
expires and a renewal would allow for
completion of the activities beyond that
described in the DATES section of the
notice of issuance of the initial IHA,
provided all of the following conditions
are met:

1. A request for renewal is received no
later than 60 days prior to the needed
renewal IHA effective date (recognizing
that the renewal THA expiration date
cannot extend beyond 1 year from
expiration of the initial IHA).

2. The request for renewal must
include the following:

e An explanation that the activities to
be conducted under the requested
renewal IHA are identical to the
activities analyzed under the initial
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or
include changes so minor (e.g.,
reduction in pile size) that the changes
do not affect the previous analyses,
mitigation and monitoring
requirements, or take estimates (with
the exception of reducing the type or
amount of take).

e A preliminary monitoring report
showing the results of the required
monitoring to date and an explanation
showing that the monitoring results do
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature
not previously analyzed or authorized.

3. Upon review of the request for
renewal, the status of the affected
species or stocks, and any other
pertinent information, NMFS
determines that there are no more than
minor changes in the activities, the
mitigation and monitoring measures
will remain the same and appropriate,
and the findings in the initial ITHA
remain valid.

An additional public comment period
of 15 days (for a total of 45 days), with
direct notice by email, phone, or postal
service to commenters on the initial
THA, is provided to allow for any
additional comments on the proposed
renewal. A description of the renewal
process may be found on our website at:
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/incidental-
harassment-authorization-renewals.
Any comments received on the potential
renewal, along with relevant comments
on the initial IHA, have been considered
in the development of this proposed
THA renewal, and a summary of agency
responses to applicable comments is
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included in this notice. NMFS will
consider any additional public
comments prior to making any final
decision on the issuance of the
requested renewal, and agency
responses will be summarized in the
final notice of our decision.

National Environmental Policy Act

To comply with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.) and
NOAA Administrative Order (NAO)
216-6A, NMFS must review our
proposed action (i.e., the issuance of an
THA renewal) with respect to potential
impacts on the human environment.

This action is consistent with
categories of activities identified in
Categorical Exclusion B4 (incidental
take authorizations with no anticipated
serious injury or mortality) of the
Companion Manual for NOAA
Administrative Order 216—6A, which do
not individually or cumulatively have
the potential for significant impacts on
the quality of the human environment
and for which we have not identified
any extraordinary circumstances that
would preclude this categorical
exclusion. Accordingly, NMFS
determined that the issuance of the
initial IHA qualified to be categorically
excluded from further NEPA review.
NMFS has preliminarily determined
that the application of this categorical
exclusion remains appropriate for this
renewal IHA.

History of Request

On August 26, 2021, NMFS issued an
IHA to the Navy to take marine
mammals incidental to the Fuel Pier
Inboard Pile Removal Project at Naval
Base Point Loma in San Diego Bay, CA
(86 FR 48986), effective from January
15, 2022 through January 14, 2023. On
November 16, 2022, NMFS received an
application for the renewal of that
initial IHA. As described in the
application for renewal IHA, the
activities for which incidental take is
requested consist of activities that are
covered by the initial authorization but
will not be completed prior to its
expiration. At the time of submittal of
the renewal request, no activities had
been conducted (though the applicant
indicated its intention to conduct some
activities prior to expiration of the
initial IHA). Therefore, a renewal is
appropriate, and no monitoring data is
available for review.

Description of the Specified Activities
and Anticipated Impacts

The initial IHA authorized take
incidental to the removal of 409 piles
from the Fuel Pier at Naval base Point

Loma by a variety of techniques (i.e.,
one to two pile clippers, an underwater
chainsaw, a diamond wire saw, or a
vibratory hammer, possibly with the
assistance of a diver, to allow for
continued Naval Fleet readiness
activities. At the time of the request, the
Navy has not done any work under the
initial IHA. The activities that would
occur under the renewal IHA consist of
activities that are covered by the current
authorization but will not be completed
prior to its expiration (if any work is
undertaken prior to expiration of the
initial IHA). As the Navy has not done
any work under the initial IHA at the
time of their request, we assume here
that the activities to be conducted under
the renewal THA are identical to those
evaluated for the initial IHA.

Level B harassment (disruption of
behavioral patterns and TTS for
individual marine mammals resulting
from exposure to the sounds produced
from the underwater acoustic sources) is
authorized under the initial IHA and
proposed for authorization through this
renewal for six species of marine
mammal that could be present in the
project area: California sea lion
(Zalophus californianus), the northern
elephant seal (Mirounga angustirostris),
the harbor seal (Phoca vitulina), the
bottlenose dolphin (Tursiops truncatus),
the Pacific white-sided dolphin
(Lagenorhynchus obliquidens), and the
common dolphin (Delphinus delphis).
Based on the nature of the activity and
the anticipated effectiveness of the
mitigation measures Level A harassment
is neither anticipated nor proposed to be
authorized.

The following documents are
referenced in this notice and include
important supporting information:

e Initial 2020 final IHA (86 FR 48986;
September 01, 2021);

e Initial 2021 proposed IHA (86 FR
38274; July 20, 2021); and

e Initial IHA application, references
cited, marine mammal monitoring plan,
and San Diego Bay Acoustic
Compendium (available at
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-us-navy-
fuel-pier-removal-naval-base-san-diego-
california).

Detailed Description of the Activity

A detailed description of the pile
removal activities for which
authorization of take is proposed here
may be found in the notices of the
proposed and final IHAs for the initial
authorization. The location and nature
of the activities, including the methods
and types of equipment planned for use,
are identical to those described in the
previous notices. The Navy intends to

complete work by March 31, 2023,
under the terms of a previously
developed Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) between the
Navy and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (USFWS). According to this
MOU, the Navy would only be
performing in-water activities during a
196-day period from September 16 to
March 31 to not interfere with the
California least tern (Sterna antillarum
browni) nesting season. However, the
proposed renewal would be effective for
a period extending to one year from the
date of expiration of the initial IHA.

Description of Marine Mammals

A description of the marine mammals
in the area of the activities for which
authorization of take is proposed here,
including information on abundance,
status, distribution, and hearing, may be
found in the notices of the proposed and
final IHAs for the initial authorization.
NMFS has reviewed the most recent
Stock Assessment Reports, information
on relevant Unusual Mortality Events,
and other scientific literature, and
determined that neither this nor any
other new information affects which
species or stocks have the potential to
be affected or the pertinent information
in the Description of Marine Mammals
in the Area of Specified Activities
contained in the supporting documents
for the initial IHA. This includes cases
where stock abundances have changed.
In all cases, stock abundance estimates
are either the same (i.e., bottlenose
dolphin, California sea lion, harbor
seal), or have increased (common
dolphin, Pacific white-sided dolphin,
and northern elephant seal, with the
exception of the long-beaked common
dolphin, which has decreased. In all
cases, our negligible impact
determination has not changed.

Potential Effects on Marine Mammals
and Their Habitat

A description of the potential effects
of the specified activity on marine
mammals and their habitat for the
activities for which the authorization of
take is proposed here may be found in
the Notices of the Proposed IHA for the
initial authorization. NMFS has
reviewed the most recent Stock
Assessment Reports, information on
relevant Unusual Mortality Events, and
other scientific literature, and
determined that neither this nor any
other new information affects our initial
analysis of impacts on marine mammals
and their habitat.

Estimated Take

A detailed description of the methods
and inputs used to estimate take for the
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specified activity are found in the
notices of the proposed and final IHAs
for the initial authorization.
Specifically, the source levels, days of
operation, and marine mammal density/
occurrence data applicable to this
authorization remain unchanged from
the previously issued IHA. Similarly,
the stocks taken, methods of take, and
types of take remain unchanged from
the previously issued IHA.

TABLE 1—LEVEL B HARASSMENT TAKE
ESTIMATES FOR THE NBPL OLD
FUEL PIER PILE REMOVAL PROJECT

Common name L?gglljg’sttgge
California sea lion ................. 1,260
Harbor seal ................... 84
Northern elephant seal . 7
Common dolphin .......c..cccoc.. 756
Pacific white-sided dolphin ... 84
Bottlenose dolphin ................ 84

Description of Proposed Mitigation,
Monitoring and Reporting Measures

The proposed mitigation, monitoring,
and reporting measures included as
requirements in this proposed
authorization are identical to those
included in the FR notice announcing
the issuance of the initial IHA, and the
discussion of the least practicable
adverse impact included in that
document and the notice of the
proposed IHA remains accurate. The
same measures are proposed for this
renewal and are summarized here:

e The use of trained and qualified
PSOs;

e The implementation of a 20 m
shutdown zone that is larger than the
predicted Level A harassment isopleths.

e Delay or halting of activities in the
event that visibility decreases where the
shutdown zone cannot be appropriately
monitored; and,

¢ Pile removal during daylight hours
only.

e A minimum of one to four PSO’s
are allowed, depending on the visibility
of the 400 meter Level B harassment
zone, the visibility of the entire
shutdown zone, and the location of pile
removal activities for concurrent pile
clippers;

e PSO’s will need to record all
observations of marine mammals,
regardless of the distance from the pile
being removed.

e Draft and final monitoring reports
will be submitted to NMFS.

e The Navy will submit all PSO
datasheets and/or raw sighting data with
the draft report.

e Reporting of injured or dead marine
mammals is required.

TABLE 3—SHUTDOWN AND HARASSMENT ZONES (METERS) FOR EACH METHOD

. : Harassment Shutdown
Pile information Removal method Zone Zone
13-inch polycarbonate pile ........cccoccveeiiiiiiiiieee One pile ClIPPET ..ooieeeiiieiieee e 423 20
14-inch, 16-inch concreate piles ... ONe Pile ClIPPET .o 250
14-inch, 16-inch concreate piles ... TWO pile ClIPPEIS oo 250
14-inch, 16-inch concreate piles ... Underwater chainSaw ..........cccccceeveveiciiiiieeee e 229
14-inch, 16-inch concreate piles ... Diamond Wire SAW ........ccoeveeviriieeenieeee e 575
14-inch, 16-inch concreate piles Vibratory hammer ........cccccooiiiiniiiiceeeeen 311

Comments and Responses

As noted previously, NMFS published
a notice of a proposed THA (86 FR
38274; July 20, 2021) and solicited
public comments on both our proposal
to issue the initial IHA for Fuel Pier
Inboard Pile Removal Project at Naval
Base Point Loma and on the potential
for a renewal IHA, should certain
requirements be met.

Preliminary Determinations

The proposed renewal request
consists of activities identical to those
that are covered by the initial
authorization. The methods of
determining estimated take, potential
effects, and required mitigation,
monitoring and reporting have not
changed.

NMEF'S has defined negligible impact
as an impact resulting from the
specified activity that cannot be
reasonably expected to, and is not
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the
species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival
(50 CFR 216.103). We found that the
activities authorized under the initial
IHA would have a negligible impact and

that the taking would be small relative
to the population size.

NMEFS has preliminarily concluded
that there is no new information
suggesting that our analysis or findings
should change from those reached for
the initial IHA. This includes
consideration of the estimated
abundance of common dolphin, Pacific
white-sided dolphin, and northern
elephant seal stocks increasing slightly
and the population estimate for long-
beaked common dolphin decreasing
slightly. As such, our negligible impact
determination has not changed. Based
on the information and analysis
contained here and in the referenced
documents, NMFS has determined the
following: (1) the required mitigation
measures will effect the least practicable
impact on marine mammal species or
stocks and their habitat; (2) the
authorized takes will have a negligible
impact on the affected marine mammal
species or stocks; (3) the authorized
takes represent small numbers of marine
mammals relative to the affected stock
abundances; (4) The Navy’s activities
will not have an unmitigable adverse
impact on taking for subsistence
purposes as no relevant subsistence uses

of marine mammals are implicated by
this action, and; (5) appropriate
monitoring and reporting requirements
are included.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered
Species Act of 1973 (ESA: 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) requires that each Federal
agency insure that any action it
authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of
THAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.

No incidental take of ESA-listed
species is authorized or expected to
result from this activity. Therefore,
NMFS has determined that formal
consultation under section 7 of the ESA
is not required for this action.

Proposed Renewal THA and Request for
Public Comment

As a result of these preliminary
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue
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a renewal IHA to the Navy for
conducting the Fuel Pier Inboard Pile
Removal Project at Naval Base Point
Loma in San Diego Bay, California from
January 15, 2023 to January 14, 2024,
provided the previously described
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting
requirements are incorporated. A draft
of the proposed and final initial IHA can
be found at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act. We
request comment on our analyses, the
proposed renewal IHA, and any other
aspect of this notice. Please include
with your comments any supporting
data or literature citations to help
inform our final decision on the request
for MMPA authorization.

Dated: December 16, 2022.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022—-27776 Filed 12—21-22; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The North Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) Bering
Sea Fishery Ecosystem Plan Local
Knowledge, Traditional Knowledge, and
Subsistence Taskforce (LKTKS) will be
held January 5, 2023.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, January 5, 2023 from 8:30
a.m. to 11:30 a.m. Alaska Time.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be a
webconference. Join online through the
link at https://meetings.npfmc.org/
Meeting/Details/2969.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1007 W
3rd Ave, Anchorage, AK 99501-2252;
telephone: (907) 271-2809. Instructions
for attending the meeting are given
under Supplementary Information,
below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kate
Haapala Council staff; phone; (907) 271-
2809 and email: kate.haapala@
noaa.gov. For technical support please

contact our administrative staff; email:
npfmc.admin@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Agenda

Thursday, January 5, 2023

The LKTKS will discuss outcomes of
the December 2022 meeting, progress on
preparing the final taskforce report to
the Council, and other business. The
agenda is subject to change, and the
latest version will be posted at https://
meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/
2969 prior to the meeting, along with
meeting materials.

Connection Information

You can attend the meeting online
using a computer, tablet, or smart
phone; or by phone only. Connection
information will be posted online at:
https://meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/
Details/2969. If you are attending the
meeting in-person please note that all
attendees will be required to wear a
mask.

Public Comment

Public comment letters will be
accepted and should be submitted
electronically to https://
meetings.npfmc.org/Meeting/Details/
2969 by 5 p.m. Alaska time on
Wednesday, January 4, 2023. An
opportunity for oral public testimony
will also be provided during the
meeting.

Dated: December 19, 2022.

Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022—-27889 Filed 12—21-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XC503]

Endangered Species; File No. 27106

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application
and conservation plan for an incidental
take permit; and request for comment.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
the North Carolina Department of
Environment and Natural Resources,
Division of Marine Fisheries (NCDMF)
has applied in due form for a permit
pursuant to the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (ESA). As required

by the ESA, NCDMF’s application
includes a conservation plan designed
to minimize and mitigate take of
endangered or threatened species. The
permit application is for the incidental
take of ESA-listed sea turtles and
sturgeon associated with the otherwise
lawful gill net fisheries operating in the
inshore waters of North Carolina. The
duration of the requested permit is 10
years. NMFS is providing this notice in
order to allow other agencies and the
public an opportunity to review and
comment on the application materials.
All comments received will become part
of the public record and will be
available for review.

DATES: Written comments must be
received at the appropriate address (see
ADDRESSES) on or before January 23,
2023.

ADDRESSES: The application is available
for download and review at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
endangered-species-conservation/
incidental-take-permits and at http://
www.regulations.gov. The application is
also available upon request (see FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT).

You may submit comments, identified
by NOAA-NMFS—2022-0115, by
Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal eRulemaking Portal http://
www.regulations.gov and enter [NOAA—
NMFS-2022-0115] in the Search box.
Click on the “Comment Now!” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

Instructions: Comments sent by any
other method, to any other address or
individual, or received after the end of
the comment period, may not be
considered by NMFS. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted for public
viewing on http://www.regulations.gov
without change. All Personal Identifying
Information (e.g., name, address, etc.)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information. We will accept
anonymous comments (enter N/A in the
required fields, if you wish to remain
anonymous). Attachments to electronic
comments will be accepted in Microsoft
Word, Excel, or Adobe PDF file formats
only.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Celeste Stout, NMFS, Office of Protected
Resources at ce]este.stout@noaa.gov,
301-427-8403; Wendy Piniak, NMFS,
Office of Protected Resources at
wendy.piniak@noaa.gov, 301-427-8402.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section 9
of the ESA and Federal regulations
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