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necessary or appropriate in the public
interest, for the protection of investors,
or otherwise in furtherance of the
purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Persons making written submissions
should file six copies thereof with the
Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549-0609.
Comments may also be submitted
electronically at the following e-mail
address: rule-comments@sec.gov. All
comment letters should refer to File No.
SR-NASD-2004-014. This file number
should be included on the subject line
if e-mail is used. To help the
Commission process and review
comments more efficiently, comments
should be sent in hardcopy or by e-mail
but not by both methods. Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying in
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room. Copies of such filing will also be
available for inspection and copying at
the principal office of the NASD. All
submissions should refer to file number
SR-NASD-2004-014 and should be
submitted by April 6, 2004.

For the Commission, by the Division of
Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.12
Margaret H. McFarland,

Deputy Secretary.
[FR Doc. 04-5842 Filed 3—15—-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010-01-P

1217 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-49381; File No. SR-PCX-
2004-11]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; Notice
of Filing and Immediate Effectiveness
of Proposed Rule Change by the
Pacific Exchange, Inc. Relating to the
Exchange’s Designated Examination
Fee Exemption

March 9, 2004.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(““Act”’)* and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,?
notice is hereby given that on February
18, 2004, the Pacific Exchange, Inc.
(“PCX” or “Exchange”), through its
wholly-owned subsidiary PCX Equities,
Inc. (“PCXE”), filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items [, II, and
III below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange is proposing to amend
the regulatory fee portion of its
Schedule of Fees and Charges (‘“Fees™)
in order to make a technical change to
its Designated Examination Fee (“DEA”)
Fee exemption. The text of the proposed
rule change is attached as Exhibit A.
The text of the proposed rule changes is
available at the PCX and at the
Commission.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
PCX included statements concerning the
purpose of and basis for the proposed
rule change, and discussed any
comments it received on the proposed
rule change. The text of these statements
may be examined at the places specified
in Item IV below. The Exchange has
prepared summaries, set forth in
Sections A, B, and C below, of the most
significant aspects of such statements.

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).
217 CFR 240.19b—4.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange is proposing to amend
the regulatory fee portion of its Fees in
order to make a technical change to the
DEA Fee exemption.

On September 24, 2003, the Exchange
submitted a filing with the Commission
to amend the DEA Fee exemption.? In
this filing, the Exchange amended the
existing DEA Fee exemption to allow an
exemption for any PCX Registered Floor
Broker or Marker Maker 4 that effects at
least 25% of all securities transactions,
as measured in contract or share
volume, on the PCX Floor or any other
PCX Options trading facility, including
PCX Plus. The amendment was
intended to more accurately reflect the
application of the exemption and
references the Exchange’s new trading
platform, PCX Plus. This amendment
became effective upon filing.

At this time, the Exchange proposes to
make one technical change to the DEA
Fee exemption, by adding the word
“and” to the phrase ‘‘as measured in
contract or share volume.” As revised,
the phrase would read ““as measured in
contract and/or share volume.” The
exemption is intended to be calculated
using all securities transactions, as
measured in contract and/or share
volume. In other words, the 25%
securities transactions threshold can be
met based on either a combination of
contracts and share volume, or
exclusively contracts or share volume.
The word “and” was inadvertently
omitted from the previously filing and
the Exchange wishes to make the
technical correction at this time.

2. Statutory Basis

The Exchange believes that the
proposal is consistent with Section 6(b)
of the Act,® in general, and Section
6(b)(4) of the Act,® in particular, in that
it provides for the equitable allocation
of reasonable dues, fees and other
charges among its members.

B. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Burden on Competition

The Exchange does not believe that
the proposed rule change will impose

3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 48569
(September 30, 2003), 68 FR 57721 (October 6,
2003) (SR-PCX-2003-52).

4 Pursuant to Rule 6.1(c)(2), the term ‘“Market
Maker” includes Lead Market Maker, Remote
Market Maker, Floor Market Maker and
Supplemental Market Maker.

515 U.S.C. 78f(b).

615 U.S.C. 78f(b)(5).
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any burden on competition that is not
necessary or appropriate in furtherance
of the purposes of the Act.

C. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement on Comments on the
Proposed Rule Change Received From
Members, Participants or Others

Written comments on the proposed
rule change were neither solicited nor
received.

II1. Date of Effectiveness of the
Proposed Rule Change and Timing for
Commission Action

The foregoing rule change has become
effective pursuant to Section 19(b)(3) of
the Act? and subparagraph (f) of Rule
19b—4.8 At any time within 60 days of
the filing of such proposed rule change,
the Commission may summarily
abrogate such rule change if it appears
to the Commission that such action is
necessary or appropriate in the public
interest, for the protection of investors,
or otherwise in furtherance of the
purposes of the Act.

IV. Solicitation of Comments

Interested persons are invited to
submit written data, views and
arguments concerning the foregoing,
including whether the proposed rule
change is consistent with the Act.
Persons making written submissions
should file six copies thereof with the
Secretary, Securities and Exchange
Commission, 450 Fifth Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20549-06009.
Comments may also be submitted
electronically at the following e-mail
address: rule-comments@sec.gov. All
comment letters should refer to File No.
SR-PCX-2004-11. This file number
should be included on the subject line
if e-mail is used. To help the
Commission process and review
comments more efficiently, comments
should be sent in hardcopy or by e-mail
but not by both methods. Copies of the
submission, all subsequent
amendments, all written statements
with respect to the proposed rule
change that are filed with the
Commission, and all written
communications relating to the
proposed rule change between the
Commission and any person, other than
those that may be withheld from the
public in accordance with the
provisions of 5 U.S.C. 552, will be
available for inspection and copying in
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room. Copies of such filing will also be
available for inspection and copying at
the principal office of the PCX. All

715 U.S.C. 78f(b)(3).
817 CFR 240.19b-4(f).

submissions should refer to File No.
SR-PCX-2004-11, and should be
submitted by April 6, 2004.

For the Commission, by the Division of

Market Regulation, pursuant to delegated
authority.?

Margaret H. McFarland,

Deputy Secretary.

[FR Doc. 04-5886 Filed 3—15-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8010-01-P

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

[Declaration of Disaster #P021]

State of Oregon (Amendment #1)

In accordance with a notice received
from the Department of Homeland
Security—Federal Emergency
Management Agency, effective March 4,
2004, the above numbered declaration is
hereby amended to include Harney and
Wheeler Counties for Public Assistance
in the State of Oregon as disaster areas
due to damages caused by severe winter
storms occurring on December 26, 2003
and continuing through January 14,
2004.

All other information remains the
same, i.e., the deadline for filing
applications for physical damage is
April 19, 2004.

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance

Program Nos. 59008).
Dated: March 10, 2004.

Herbert L. Mitchell,

Associate Administrator for Disaster
Assistance.

[FR Doc. 04-5869 Filed 3—15—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 8025-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice: 4652]

Office of Visa Services; 60-Day Notice
of Proposed Information Collection:
Form DS-230, Application for
Immigrant Visa and Alien Registration;
OMB Control Number 1405-0015

AGENCY: Department of State.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of State is
seeking Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) approval for the
information collection described below.
The purpose of this notice is to allow 60
days for public comment in the Federal
Register preceding submission to OMB.
This process is conducted in accordance
with the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995.

917 CFR 200.30-3(a)(12).

The following summarizes the
information collection proposal to be
submitted to OMB:

Type of Request: Extension of
currently approved collection.

Originating Office: Bureau of Consular
Affairs, Department of State (CA/VQO).

Title of Information Collection:
Application for Immigrant Visa and
Alien Registration.

Frequency: Once per respondent.

Form Number: DS-230.

Respondents: Immigrant visa
applicants.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
475,000 per year.

Average Hours Per Response: 2 hours.

Total Estimated Burden: 475,000
hours per year.

Public comments are being solicited
to permit the agency to:

» Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper performance of the functions
of the agency.

 Evaluate the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection, including the
validity of the methodology and
assumptions used.

* Enhance the quality, utility, and
clarity of the information to be
collected.

e Minimize the reporting burden on
those who are to respond, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of technology.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Public comments, or requests for
additional information regarding the
collection listed in this notice should be
directed to Brendan Mullarkey of the
Office of Visa Services, U.S. Department
of State, 2401 E St. NW., RM L-703,
Washington, DC 20520, who may be
reached at 202-663—-1166.

Dated: March 10, 2004.
Janice L. Jacobs,

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State for Visa
Services, Bureau of Consular Affairs,
Department of State.

[FR Doc. 04-5901 Filed 3—15-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710-06-P

DEPARTMENT OF STATE
[Public Notice 4641]

Meeting of the Department of State
Advisory Committee on Cultural
Diplomacy

SUMMARY: The Department of State
Advisory Committee on Cultural
Diplomacy will meet March 31, 2004 at
1 p.m. Members of the press and general
public may attend, although attendance
will be limited by seating availability.
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