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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Policy Statement No. ANM-03-117-58;
Flight Data Recording Systems on
Transport Category Airplanes

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of proposed policy;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA) announces the
availability of proposed policy that
provides clarification of policy and
advisory material associated with
certification of flight data recording
systems on transport category airplanes.

DATES: Send your comments on or
before January 16, 2004.

ADDRESSES: Address your comments to
the individual identified under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Forrest Keller, Federal Aviation
Administration, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Transport Standards Staff,
Safety Management Branch, ANM-117,
1601 Lind Avenue SW., Renton, WA
98055—4056; telephone (425) 227-2790;
fax (425) 227-1320; e-mail:
forrest.keller@faa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Comments Invited

The proposed policy is available on
the Internet at the following address:
http:///www.airweb.faa.gov/rgl. If you
do not have access to the Internet, you
can obtain a copy of the policy by
contacting the person listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.

The FAA invites your comments on
this proposed policy. We will accept
your commenters, data, views, or
arguments by letter, fax, or e-mail. Send
your comments to the person listed in
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT.
Mark your comments, “Comments to
Policy Statement ANM-03-117-58.”

Use the following format when
preparing your comments:

* Organize your comments issue-by-
issue.

» For each issue, state what specific
change you are requesting to the
proposed policy.

¢ Include justification, reasons, or
data for each change you are requesting.
We also welcome comments in support
of the proposed policy. We will
consider all communications received
on or before the closing date for
comments. We may change the
proposed policy because of the
comments received.

Background

This proposed policy:

* Establishes working definitions for
the terms ““filtered data” and “method
of readily retrieving” and describes how
these terms apply within a Flight Data
Recorder (FDR) system certification
program.

+ Explains how FDR operational rules
in 14 CFR parts 121, 125, and 135 affect
certification of FDR systems, as well as
the scope of findings to be made on
such programs.

+ Clarifies the guidance associated
with AC 20-141, “Airworthiness and
Operational Approval of Digital Flight
Data Recorder Systems,” particularly
paragraph 7b(1) that deals with
“filtered” data.

» Addresses how to document
compliance findings associated with the
“intended function” requirement of 14
CFR 25.1301 for FDR installations
approved as part of type, amended type,
or supplemental type certification
programs.

Issued in Renton, Washington on
December 4, 2003.

Kalene C. Yanamura,

Acting Manager, Transport Airplane
Directorate, Aircraft Certification Service.

[FR Doc. 03-31030 Filed 12—16-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Transit Administration
Environmental Impact Statement:
Metrocenter Corridor in Phoenix, AZ

AGENCY: Federal Transit Administration,
DOT.

ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an
environmental impact statement (EIS).

SUMMARY: The Federal Transit
Administration (FTA) and Valley Metro
Rail, Inc., intend to prepare an
Alternatives Analysis (AA) and an
Environmental Impact Statement (ELS)
in accordance with the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on a
proposal by Valley Metro Rail, Inc. to
provide additional transit service to the
northwest portion of the City of
Phoenix. The AA/EIS will consider the
following alternatives: (1) A No-Build
Alternative, consisting of improvements
contained in the Maricopa Association
of Governments (MAG) Long Range
Transportation Plan and the Phoenix
Transit Plan and programmed
improvements with the exception of
connections to the planned Central
Phoenix/East Valley Light Rail Transit
Project that is scheduled to begin
operation in December 2006; (2)

Transportation System Management
Alternative (TSM), consisting of all
reasonable cost-effective transit service
improvements within the Metrocenter
Corridor short of a major investment in
a New Starts project; (3) Bus Rapid
Transit (BRT) Alternatives; (4) Light Rail
Transit (LRT) At Grade Alternatives;
and (5) LRT Aerial Alternatives. The
type, location, and need for ancillary
facilities, such as maintenance facilities,
will also be considered for each
alternative. In addition, alternatives that
are identified from the scoping process
will be evaluated in the AA. Scoping
will be accomplished through
correspondence and discussions with
interested persons; organizations; and
Federal, State, and local agencies; and
through public and agency meetings.
Depending on the outcome of the
scoping process and the analysis of a
wide range of transit alternatives, a
Locally Preferred Alternative (LPA) will
be selected and evaluated in the EIS.
The EIS will evaluate the potential
impacts of the selected investment
strategy (the Build Alternative) and a
No-Build Alternative.

DATES: Comment Due Date: Written
comments on the scope of alternatives
and impacts to be considered in the AA/
EIS must be received no later than
January 27, 2004, and must be sent to
Valley Metro Rail, Inc. at the address
indicated below.

Scoping Meetings: Valley Metro Rail,
Inc. will conduct two identical scoping
meetings for the public. These meetings
will be held on January 13, 2004, from
7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Westwind
Preparatory Academy Charter High
School, located at 2045 West Northern
Avenue, Phoenix, Arizona; and January
15, 2004, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. at the
Orangewood Elementary School, located
at 7337 North 19th Avenue, Phoenix,
Arizona. In addition, a scoping meeting
for governmental agencies will be held
on January 20, 2004, from 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. at the Valley Metro Rail, Inc. LRT
Board Room, located at 411 North
Central Avenue, Suite 200, Phoenix,
Arizona.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to Mr. Jim Mathien, Metrocenter
Corridor Study Project Manager, Valley
Metro Rail, Inc., 411 North Central
Avenue, Suite 200, Phoenix, Arizona
85004. e-mail:
jmathien@valleymetro.org. Phone: (602)
744-5598. To be added to the mailing
list, contact Mr. Jim Mathien at the
address listed above. Please specify the
mailing list for the Metrocenter Corridor
Study Alternatives Analysis/Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (AA/
DEIS). Persons with special needs such
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as sign language interpretation should
contact Ruben Landa, Public
Involvement Coordinator, Valley Metro
Rail, Inc., 411 North Central Avenue,
Suite 200, Phoenix, Arizona 85004. E-
mail: rlanda@valleymetro.org. Phone:
(602) 495-8230. The dates and
addresses of the scoping meetings are
given in the DATES section above. All
locations are accessible to people with
disabilities.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: To
request a scoping information packet,
contact Mr. Jim Mathien, Metrocenter
Corridor Study Project Manager, Valley
Metro Rail, Inc., 411 North Central
Avenue, Suite 200, Phoenix, Arizona
85004. E-mail:
jmathien@valleymetro.org. Phone: (602)
744-5598. The Federal agency contact is
Mr. Hymie Luden, Office of Planning
and Program Development, FTA, 201
Mission Street, Room 2210, San
Francisco, CA 94105. Phone: (415) 744—
2732.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Description of Study Area and Scope

The Federal Transit Administration
(FTA), as joint lead agency with the
Valley Metro Rail, Inc., will prepare an
AA/EIS on a proposal to improve transit
service in an approximately six mile-
long corridor in northwest Phoenix,
Arizona. The study area for the
Metrocenter Corridor is bounded by
Missouri Avenue to the south; 15th
Avenue to the east; Cholla Street to the
north; and 31st Avenue to the west.
Most of the study area is densely
developed with a mixture of urban land
uses. Although not a part of the formal
AA/EIS process for the Metrocenter
Corridor Project, a secondary study area
defined as the “Future Deer Valley Core
Connection Study Area” will also be
considered to identify opportunities for
future transportation connections to that
area should Valley Metro Rail, Inc. later
decide to move forward with that
potential project. The secondary study
area is on the north side of the primary
study area and is bounded by Dunlap
Avenue to the south; 15th Avenue to the
east; Rose Garden Lane to the north; and
31st Avenue to the west. Any further
detailed planning and design for a
future Deer Valley Core connection
would be prepared in accordance with
NEPA. Valley Metro Rail, Inc. will
perform conceptual engineering for
transit alternatives within the
Metrocenter Corridor for the AA/DEIS
that satisfies NEPA requirements. In
addition, a financial plan will be
developed that examines alternative
funding sources.

II. Purpose and Need

The Metrocenter area is a major
employment and activity center. The
study corridor continues to experience
significant growth in population and
jobs. Along with this growth, traffic
congestion and capacity deficiencies are
expected to increase despite planned
transportation improvements.
Inadequate transit service has hampered
access to this area and to other Valley
destinations, other than by automobile.
A major transit investment is recognized
as a feasible alternative to providing
additional capacity within this corridor.

The Metrocenter Corridor Project was
included in the City of Phoenix’s
Transit 2000 ballot initiative that was
passed by the voters in 2000 and
provides a 0.4% sales tax to help fund
the City’s transit program. The project
also is included in the currently
approved Maricopa Association of
Governments (MAG) financially
constrained Long Range Transportation
Plan (LRTP).

III. Alternatives

In 1999, a Major Investment Study
(MIS) was completed for a proposed
transit system from the northern end-of-
line station of the planned Central
Phoenix/East Valley Light Rail Transit
Project (CP/EV LRT) continuing north
and west into Phoenix and Glendale.
The CP/EV LRT is scheduled to begin
construction in late 2004. The MIS
evaluated and recommended an
appropriate transit technology and
corridor alignment options. The study
concluded that light rail transit (LRT)
was the appropriate technology for the
Metrocenter Corridor Connection. The
MIS recommended 19th Avenue with
various subalignments to the
Metrocenter Shopping Center as the best
alignment option(s) for this study
corridor. Although the MIS made these
recommendations, it does not meet
current FTA requirements for
Alternatives Analysis (AA). Therefore,
the AA will re-evaluate both technology
modes as well as alignment options
within the study area. At a minimum,
the alternatives to be considered
include:

e No-Build Alternative;

* Transportation System Management
(TMS)—all reasonable cost-effective
transit service improvements short of an
investment in a New Starts project;

* Bus Rapid Transit (BRT);

e LRT At Grade; and

e LRT Aerial.

Specific alignment alternatives
include, but are not limited to: (1) 19th
Avenue Corridor; (2) I-17 Freeway
Corridor; and (3) 27th Avenue Corridor.

These alternatives will be developed
further during the preparation of the
AA/DEIX. Additional reasonable Build
Alternatives suggested during the
scoping process, including those
involving other modes, may be
considered.

IV. Probable Effects

The purpose of the EIS is to fully
disclose the environmental
consequences of building and operating
a major capital investment in the
Metrocenter Corridor in advance of any
decisions to commit substantial
financial or other resources towards its
implementation. The EIS will explore
the extent to which study alternatives
and alignment options result in
environmental impacts and will discuss
actions to reduce or eliminate such
impacts.

Environmental issues to be examined
in the EIS include: potential changes to
the physical environment (natural
resources, air quality, noise, water
quality, geology, visual); changes in the
social environment (land use,
development, business and
neighborhood disruptions); changes in
traffic and pedestrian circulation;
changes in transit service and patronage;
associated changes in traffic congestion;
and impacts on parklands and historic
sites. Impacts will be identified both for
the construction period and for the long-
term operation of the alternatives. The
proposed evaluation criteria include
transportation, social, economic, and
financial measures, as required by
current Federal (NEPA) environmental
laws and the implementing regulations
of the Council on Environmental
Quality and of FTA.

To ensure that the full range of issues
related to this proposed action will be
addressed and all significant issues
identified, comments and suggestions
are invited from all interested parties.
Comments or questions concerning this
proposed action and the EIS should be
directed to the Valley Metro Rail, Inc.
Manager as noted in the ADDRESSES
section above.

V. FTA Procedures

To streamline the NEPA process and
to avoid duplication of effort, the
agencies involved in the scoping
process will consider the results of any
previous planning studies or financial
feasibility studies prepared in support
of a decision by the Maricopa
Association of Governments (MAG) to
include a particular alternative in the
regional transportation plan for
metropolitan Phoenix. Prior
transportation planning studies may be
pertinent to establishing the purpose
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and need for the proposed action and
the range of alternatives to be evaluated
in detail in the AA/EIS. Depending on
the outcome of the scoping process and
the analysis of a wide range of transit
alternatives, a Locally Preferred
Alternative (LPA) will be selected and
evaluated in the Draft EIS. The Draft EIS
will be prepared simultaneously with
conceptual engineering for the
alternatives, including station and
alignment options. The Draft EIS
process will address the potential use of
Federal funds for the proposed action,
as well as assess the social, economic,
and environmental impacts of the
station and alignment alternatives.
Station designs and any alignment
options will be refined to minimize and
mitigate any adverse impacts.

After publication, the Draft EIS will
be available for public and agency
review and comment, and a public
hearing will be held. Based on the Draft
EIS and comments received, the LPA
may be refined, and Valley Metro Rail,
Inc. will further assess the LPA in the
Final EIS and will apply for FTA
approval to initiate Preliminary
Engineering of the LPA.

Issued on: December 12, 2003.
F. James Kenna,
Deputy Regional Administrator, Region IX.
[FR Doc. 03—31141 Filed 12—16—03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-57-M

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Form 9452

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
Currently, the IRS is soliciting
comments concerning Form 9452, Filing
Assistance Program (Do you have to file
a tax return?).

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before February 17, 2004,
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to R. Joseph Durbula, Internal Revenue

Service, room 6411, 1111 Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20224.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the form and instructions
should be directed to Carol Savage at
Internal Revenue Service, room 6407,
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20224, or at (202) 622—
3945, or through the Internet at
CAROL.A.SAVAGERirs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Filing Assistance Program (Do
you have to file a tax return?).

OMB Number: 1545-1316.

Form Number: 9452.

Abstract: Form 9452 aids individuals
in determining whether it is necessary
to file a Federal tax return. Form 9452
will not be collected by the IRS; it is to
be used by individuals at their
discretion. Form 9452 is used by the
Service’s taxpayer assistance programs.
It is also available on the Internet, and
it is distributed in an annual mailout to
taxpayers.

Current Actions: There are no changes
being made to the form at this time.

Type of Review: Extension of a
currently approved collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
1,650,000.

Estimated Time Per Response: 30
minutes.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 825,000.

The following paragraph applies to all
of the collections of information covered
by this notice:

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor, and a person is not required to
respond to, a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a valid OMB control number.
Books or records relating to a collection
of information must be retained as long
as their contents may become material
in the administration of any internal
revenue law. Generally, tax returns and
tax return information are confidential,
as required by 26 U.S.C. 6103.

Request for Comments: Comments
submitted in response to this notice will
be summarized and/or included in the
request for OMB approval. All
comments will become a matter of
public record. Comments are invited on:
(a) Whether the collection of
information is necessary for the proper
performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information shall have practical utility;
(b) the accuracy of the agency’s estimate
of the burden of the collection of
information; (c) ways to enhance the
quality, utility, and clarity of the

information to be collected; (d) ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on respondents, including
through the use of automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology; and (e) estimates of capital
or start-up costs and costs of operation,
maintenance, and purchase of services
to provide information.

Approved: December 10, 2003.
R. Joseph Durbala,
IRS Reports Clearance Officer.
[FR Doc. 03-31035 Filed 12-16-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Proposed Collection; Comment
Request for Form 1099-H

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Department of the
Treasury, as part of its continuing effort
to reduce paperwork and respondent
burden, invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to take this
opportunity to comment on proposed
and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, Pub.
L. 104-13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).
Currently, the IRS is soliciting
comments concerning Form 1099-H,
Health Coverage Tax Credit (HCTC)
Advance Payments.

DATES: Written comments should be
received on or before February 17, 2004,
to be assured of consideration.
ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to R. Joseph Durbala, Internal Revenue
Service, room 6411, 1111 Constitution
Avenue, NW., Washington, DC 20224.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the form and instructions
should be directed to Carol Savage at
Internal Revenue Service, room 6407,
1111 Constitution Avenue, NW.,
Washington, DC 20224, or at (202) 622—
3945, or through the Internet at
CAROL.A.SAVAGE@irs.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Health Coverage Tax Credit
(HCTC) Advance Payments.

OMB Number: 1545-1813.

Form Number: 1099-H.

Abstract: Form 1099-H is used to
report advance payments of health
insurance premiums to qualified
recipients for their use in computing the
allowable health insurance credit on
Form 8885.
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