>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 88, No. 139/Friday, July 21, 2023/ Notices

47125

Bureau of Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) on Wind Energy Development
in the Gulf of Mexico.

The Council will hold public
comment testimony from 1:30 p.m. to 5
p-m., CDT on fishery issues or concerns.
Public comment may begin earlier than
1:30 p.m. CDT, but will not conclude
before that time. Persons wishing to give
public testimony in-person must register
at the registration kiosk in the meeting
room. Persons wishing to give public
testimony virtually must sign up via the
link on the Council website.
Registration for virtual testimony is
open at the start of the meeting,
Monday, August 14th at 8 a.m., CDT
and closes one hour before public
testimony begins on Wednesday, August
16th at 12:30 p.m. CDT. Public
testimony may end before the published
agenda time if all registered in-person
and virtual participants have completed
their testimony.

Thursday, August 17, 2023; 8 a.m.—4:30
p-m., CDT

The Council will receive Committee
reports from Administrative/Budget,
Migratory Species, Data Collection,
Sustainable Fisheries, Reef Fish,
Mackerel and Shrimp Management
Committees. The Council will receive
updates from the following supporting
agencies: Texas Law Enforcement
Efforts; South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council; NOAA Office of
Law Enforcement (OLE); Gulf States
Marine Fisheries Commission; U.S.
Coast Guard; U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service; and Department of State.

The Council will discuss any Other
Business items; any remaining updates
on Litigation and hold an Election of
Chair and Vice-Chair.

Meeting Adjourns

The meeting will be a hybrid meeting;
both in-person and virtual participation
available. You may register for the
webinar to listen-in only by visiting
www.gulfcouncil.org and click on the
Council meeting on the calendar.

The timing and order in which agenda
items are addressed may change as
required to effectively address the issue,
and the latest version along with other
meeting materials will be posted on the
website as they become available.

Although other non-emergency issues
not contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, in
accordance with the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during these meeting. Actions
will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this notice and any

issues arising after publication of this
notice that require emergency action
under Section 305(c) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act, provided that the public
has been notified of the Council’s intent
to take final action to address the
emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aid or
accommodations should be directed to
Kathy Pereira, (813) 348—-1630, at least
15 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: July 17, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-15448 Filed 7-20-23; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the South Atlantic; South
Atlantic Fishery Management Council;
Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of seminar series
presentation via webinar.

SUMMARY: The South Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (Council) will host
a presentation on the status of on-
demand gear for the U.S. South Atlantic
Black Sea Bass pot fishery via webinar
August 8, 2023.

DATES: The webinar presentation will be
held on Tuesday, August 8, 2023, from
1 p.m. until 2:30 p.m.

ADDRESSES: The presentation will be
provided via webinar. The webinar is
open to members of the public.
Information, including a link to webinar
registration will be posted on the
Council’s website at: https://safmc.net/
safmc-seminar-series/ as it becomes
available.

Council address: South Atlantic
Fishery Management Council, 4055
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N
Charleston, SC 29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim
Iverson, Public Information Officer,
SAFMG; phone: (843) 302—8439 or toll
free: (866) SAFMC-10; fax: (843) 769—
4520; email: kim.iverson@safmec.net.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council will host a presentation from
the National Marine Fisheries Service
on the value and benefits of on-demand
fishing gear for the U.S. South Atlantic
Black Sea Bass pot fishery and North
Atlantic Right Whales. The presentation
will discuss the history of the current
area closure for pot fishing during North
Atlantic Right Whales calving season to
reduce entanglement risk. Since 2020,
experimental on-demand gear has been
authorized and trialled by commercial
fishermen in the black sea bass pot
fishery. The researchers will discuss the
potential benefits of the new gear for
fishermen and discuss how the new gear
presents minimal entanglement risk to
endangered North Atlantic Right
Whales. A question-and-answer session
will follow the presentation. Members
of the public will have the opportunity
to participate in the discussion. The
presentation is for informational
purposes only and no management
actions will be taken.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) 5 days
prior to the meeting.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: July 17, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-15447 Filed 7-20-23; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XD173]

Request for Information; Advancing
Equity and Environmental Justice in
the Southeast Through the
Conservation and Management of
Living Marine Resources

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for information.

SUMMARY: In May 2023, NMFS finalized
its first-ever national Equity and
Environmental Justice Strategy. The
national strategy describes the path the
agency will take to incorporate equity
and environmental justice into the vital
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services we provide to all communities.
Through this Request for Information,
we are seeking stakeholder input to
inform the operationalization of the
national strategy in the Southeast
Region. The public input we receive in
response to the questions listed in the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document will inform the
development of a Southeast Equity and
Environmental Justice Implementation
Plan that is specific and responsive to
the needs of underserved communities
in the U.S. Caribbean, South Atlantic,
and Gulf of Mexico.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
provide input in response to this
Request for Information through
September 30, 2023. Late-filed input
will be considered to the extent
practicable.

Verbal input will be accepted during
a webinar-based listening session to be
conducted in English, Spanish, and
Vietnamese on Tuesday, August 29,
2023, from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. ET.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to provide input using one of the
following methods:

o Electronic Submission: Submit all
electronic public comments via the
Federal e-Rulemaking Portal. Go to
https://www.regulations.gov and enter
NOAA-NMFS-2023-0092 in the Search
box. Click on the “Comment” icon,
complete the required fields, and enter
or attach your comments.

e Verbal submission: NMFS will
accept verbal input during a webinar-
based listening session from 6 p.m. to 8
p-m. ET on Tuesday, August 29, 2023.
The webinar will be conducted in
English, Spanish, and Vietnamese.
Information about how to access the
webinar will be available at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/
about-us/southeast-equity-and-
environmental-justice-implementation-
plan. The transcript of the webinar will
be posted to https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/
about-us/southeast-equity-and-
environmental-justice-implementation-
plan after the listening session has been
completed.

Recorded presentations providing
more information on this public
comment opportunity will be made
available at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/
about-us/southeast-equity-and-
environmental-justice-implementation-
plan in English, Spanish, and
Vietnamese for interested persons to
listen at their convenience prior to
submitting input via the Federal e-
Rulemaking Portal or the webinar-based
listening session. If you are unable to

provide electronic written comments or
participate in the webinar-based
listening session, please contact Brent
Stoffle at brent.stoffle@noaa.gov or (305)
951-1212 for alternative submission
methods.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Heather Blough, heather.blough@
noaa.gov, (727) 304-0131.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

NMFS is responsible for managing the
nation’s living marine resources. We
work to make fisheries sustainable and
productive, provide safe seafood to
consumers, conserve threatened and
endangered species and other protected
resources, and maintain healthy
ecosystems. The work that we do affects
people in underserved communities
who depend on these resources for their
environmental, economic, social, and
cultural well-being. We recognize that
these communities experience barriers
to accessing our services and that the
services they access may not effectively
meet their needs.

On May 22, 2023, NMFS finalized a
national Equity and Environmental
Justice Strategy (https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/
noaa-fisheries-releases-final-equity-and-
environmental-justice-strategy) designed
to break down key barriers impeding the
equitable delivery of services and
opportunities derived from the work
that we do. The national strategy
describes the path we will take to
incorporate equity and environmental
justice into the vital services we provide
to all communities.

Our goals under the strategy are to: (1)
Prioritize identification, equitable
treatment, and meaningful involvement
of underserved communities; (2)
Provide equitable delivery of services;
and (3) Prioritize equity and
environmental justice in our mandated
and mission work with demonstrable
progress.

The strategy outlines six objectives to
accomplish those goals: (1) Provide an
empowering environment within NMFS
to support multiple approaches to
equity and environmental justice; (2)
Ensure that our policies promote equal
opportunities for all and do not create
unintended inequities or unequal
burdens for underserved communities;
(3) Identify underserved communities
and their needs, conduct collaborative
research, and assess impacts of
management decisions; (4) Build
relationships with underserved
communities to better understand their
engagement preferences, and improve
information sharing with all

communities; (5) Distribute benefits
equitably among communities by
increasing the access to opportunities
for underserved communities; and (6)
Enable the meaningful involvement of
underserved communities in decision-
making processes.

Together, these goals and objectives
are intended to create the capacity and
accountability processes necessary to
effectively embed equity and
environmental justice within our agency
and the work that we do.

Additional information on the
national strategy, including our working
definitions of equity, environmental
justice, and underserved communities,
is available on our website at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/southeast/
about-us/southeast-equity-and-
environmental-justice-implementation-
plan.

II. Purpose of This Request for
Information

NMFS recognizes that we have much
work to do to effectively embed equity
and environmental justice into our day-
to-day efforts, and we have incorporated
input from communities into our
national Equity and Environmental
Justice Strategy (https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/
noaa-fisheries-releases-final-equity-and-
environmental-justice-strategy) to guide
that work. The purpose of this Request
for Information is to solicit input on
ways we can operationalize the national
strategy in the Southeast Region by
identifying specific actions and related
performance metrics we will take to
advance each of our six national equity
and environmental justice objectives in
the U.S. Caribbean, South Atlantic, and
Gulf of Mexico. We will supplement the
information we receive in response to
this Request for Information with
information we obtain through a series
of focus group meetings we are
conducting with underserved
community members and liaisons
throughout the region.

III. Specific Information Requested To
Inform Development of the Southeast
Region Equity and Environmental
Justice Implementation Plan

Through this Request for Information,
NMEFS seeks written public input to
inform the operationalization of our
national Equity and Environmental
Justice Strategy (https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/feature-story/
noaa-fisheries-releases-final-equity-and-
environmental-justice-strategy) in the
Southeast Region. The input we receive
in response to this request will help us
to identify specific action items and
related performance metrics to advance
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each of the six national equity and
environmental justice objectives in the
U.S. Caribbean, South Atlantic, and Gulf
of Mexico.

When providing input, please specify
if you are providing general feedback on
how we can eliminate barriers or better
serve underserved communities in the
region, or responding to one or more of
the specific objective(s) and question
number(s) below:

Objective 1. Provide an empowering
environment within NMFS to support
multiple equity and environmental
justice approaches.

1. What data and resources does
NMEFS need to identify the underserved
communities impacted by our work and
evaluate the success of our equity and
environmental justice efforts?

2. What accountability structures does
NMFS need to stay focused on our
equity and environmental justice goals
and build trust with underserved
communities?

Objective 2. Ensure that our policies
promote equal opportunities for all and
do not create unintended inequities or
unequal burdens for underserved
communities.

1. How can NMFS better include
equity for underserved communities in
policies and plans?

2. How can existing policies and
procedures be refined or revised to
achieve more equitable outcomes?

3. How can NMFS design or revise
policies and procedures in a way that
ensures they are helpful and clear to
underserved communities?

4. How can NMFS further incorporate
into its policies and procedures relevant
language, customs, and indigenous
knowledge, consistent with statutory
requirements (e.g., best scientific
information available standard under
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act)?

Objective 3. Identify underserved
communities and their needs, conduct
collaborative research, and assess
impacts of management decisions.

1. What research do we need to
identify underserved communities and
assess their needs?

2. How can NMFS better engage with
underserved communities to identify,
co-develop, and co-produce place-based
research and monitoring priorities and
promote opportunities for citizen
science?

3. How can we reduce bias in the
prioritization of NMFS’ research to
better serve underserved communities?

4. How can NMFS expand
involvement of members of underserved
communities in research and
monitoring projects while ensuring
protection of indigenous knowledge?

5. How can NMFS more equitably
allocate research and monitoring
resources to identify and characterize
underserved communities, understand
their needs, and use findings to
effectively guide management decisions
that affect them?

6. How can NMFS more equitably
allocate research and monitoring
resources to fisheries, habitat, and
protected species science that directly
impacts underserved communities?

7. How can NMFS improve our
understanding of the impact of our
regulatory actions on underserved
communities?

8. What are best practices for working
with communities to integrate
indigenous knowledge into research
structure, data collection, and data
reporting?

9. How can NMFS better share
research and monitoring results in plain
language?

Objective 4. Build relationships with
underserved communities to better
understand their engagement
preferences, and improve information
sharing with all communities.

1. Are the various communication
platforms and outreach activities used
by NMFS effectively reaching
underserved communities? Are there
other preferred methods of
communication?

2. How can NMFS build relationships
with underserved communities that
allow for two-way communication and
trust?

3. What training and resources do
staff need to expand NMFS’ outreach
and communication in underserved
communities?

4. How can NMFS make its
communications more accessible and
understandable to a diverse audience,
including underserved communities?

Objective 5. Distribute benefits
equitably among communities by
increasing the access to opportunities
for underserved communities.

1. What barriers do underserved
communities face in accessing benefits
managed by NMFS?

2. Do NMFS’ benefits (such as
funding, fishery allocations, permits,
opportunities, services, and
environmental protection and
restoration) equitably reach or benefit
underserved communities? Consistent
with applicable legal requirements, how
can we expand the equity in our
delivery of these benefits?

3. What accountability structures and
processes are needed to ensure equitable
delivery of benefits, such as data
collection, on benefit recipients and
analysis of that data?

4. How can we better serve
underserved communities with data and
tools NMFS provides to the public?

Objective 6. Enable the meaningful
involvement of underserved
communities in decision-making
processes.

1. How can NMFS better account for
the needs of underserved communities
in decision-making?

2. What accountability processes and
structures are needed for NMFS to
assess if underserved community needs
are adequately accounted for in
decision-making?

3. Is the information NMFS uses to
support decision-making accessible to
underserved communities?

4. How can underserved communities
have equitable access to participate in
public meetings?

5. How can NMFS ensure that public
meetings are inclusive, safe, and
welcoming?

6. How can NMFS facilitate access
and involvement of underserved
communities during the decision-
making process?

7. How can NMFS increase
representation of underserved
communities on Regional Fishery
Management Councils and advisory
bodies, including international advisory
bodies?

Dated: July 18, 2023.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-15546 Filed 7-20-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Additions and
Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Additions to and deletions from
the Procurement List.

SUMMARY: This action adds product(s)
and service(s) to the Procurement List
that will be furnished by nonprofit
agencies employing persons who are
blind or have other severe disabilities,
and deletes product(s) from the
Procurement List previously furnished
by such agencies.

DATES: Date added to and deleted from
the Procurement List: August 20, 2023.
ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
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