
30359 Federal Register / Vol. 73, No. 102 / Tuesday, May 27, 2008 / Proposed Rules 

Flooding source(s) Location of referenced elevation ** 

* Elevation in feet 
(NGVD) 

+ Elevation in feet 
(NAVD) 

# Depth in feet 
above ground 

Communities affected 

Effective Modified 

Maps are available for inspection at Keansburg Borough Municipal Building, 29 Church Street, Keansburg, NJ. 
Borough of Little Silver 
Maps are available for inspection at Little Silver Borough Hall, 480 Prospect Avenue, Little Silver, NJ. 
Borough of Manasquan 
Maps are available for inspection at Manasquan Borough Municipal Building, 201 East Main Street, Manasquan, NJ. 
Borough of Neptune City 
Maps are available for inspection at Borough of Neptune City Municipal Building, 106 West Sylvania Avenue, Neptune City, NJ. 
Borough of Spring Lake Heights 
Maps are available for inspection at Spring Lake Heights Borough Hall, 555 Brighton Avenue, Spring Lake Heights, NJ. 
Borough of Tinton Falls 
Maps are available for inspection at Tinton Falls Borough Municipal Building, 556 Tinton Avenue, Tinton Falls, NJ. 
Borough of Union Beach 
Maps are available for inspection at Union Beach Borough Municipal Building, 650 Poole Avenue, Union Beach, NJ. 
City of Asbury Park 
Maps are available for inspection at City of Asbury Park Municipal Building, One Municipal Plaza, Asbury Park, NJ. 
Township of Colts Neck 
Maps are available for inspection at Colts Neck Town Hall, 124 Cedar Drive, Colts Neck, NJ. 
Township of Hazlet 
Maps are available for inspection at Hazlet Township Municipal Building, 1766 Union Avenue, Hazlet, NJ. 
Township of Holmdel 
Maps are available for inspection at Holmdel Township Hall, 4 Crawfords Corner Road, Holmdel, NJ. 
Township of Howell 
Maps are available for inspection at Howell Township Municipal Building, 251 Preventorium Road, Howell, NJ. 
Township of Manalapan 
Maps are available for inspection at Manalapan Township Municipal Building, 120 Route 522 & Taylors Mill Road, Manalapan, NJ. 
Township of Middletown 
Maps are available for inspection at Middletown Township Municipal Building, One Kings Highway, Middletown, NJ. 
Township of Millstone 
Maps are available for inspection at Millstone Township Municipal Building, 470 Stage Coach Road, Millstone, NJ. 
Township of Upper Freehold 
Maps are available for inspection at Upper Freehold Township Municipal Building, 314 Route 539, Cream Ridge, NJ. 

(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No. 
97.022, ‘‘Flood Insurance.’’) 

Dated: May 15, 2008. 
David I. Maurstad, 
Federal Insurance Administrator of the 
National Flood Insurance Program, 
Department of Homeland Security, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. 
[FR Doc. E8–11692 Filed 5–23–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 9110–12–P 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND 
SECURITY 

Federal Emergency Management 
Agency 

44 CFR Part 67 

[Docket No. FEMA–B–7782] 

Proposed Flood Elevation 
Determinations 

AGENCY: Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, DHS. 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 

SUMMARY: Comments are requested on 
the proposed Base (1 percent annual- 
chance) Flood Elevations (BFEs) and 
proposed BFE modifications for the 
communities listed in the table below. 
The purpose of this notice is to seek 
general information and comment 
regarding the proposed regulatory flood 
elevations for the reach described by the 
downstream and upstream locations in 
the table below. The BFEs and modified 
BFEs are a part of the floodplain 
management measures that the 
community is required either to adopt 
or show evidence of having in effect in 
order to qualify or remain qualified for 
participation in the National Flood 
Insurance Program (NFIP). In addition, 
these elevations, once finalized, will be 
used by insurance agents, and others to 
calculate appropriate flood insurance 
premium rates for new buildings and 
the contents in those buildings. 
DATES: Comments are to be submitted 
on or before August 25, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: The corresponding 
preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Map 

(FIRM) for the proposed BFEs for each 
community are available for inspection 
at the community’s map repository. The 
respective addresses are listed in the 
table below. 

You may submit comments, identified 
by Docket No. FEMA–B–7782, to 
William R. Blanton, Jr., Chief, 
Engineering Management Branch, 
Mitigation Directorate, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 500 C 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20472, 
(202) 646–3151, or (e-mail) 
bill.blanton@dhs.gov. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
William R. Blanton, Jr., Chief, 
Engineering Management Branch, 
Mitigation Directorate, Federal 
Emergency Management Agency, 500 C 
Street, SW., Washington, DC 20472, 
(202) 646–3151 or.(e-mail) 
bill.blanton@dhs.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA) proposes to make 
determinations of BFEs and modified 
BFEs for each community listed below, 
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in accordance with section 110 of the 
Flood Disaster Protection Act of 1973, 
42 U.S.C. 4104, and 44 CFR 67.4(a). 

These proposed BFEs and modified 
BFEs, together with the floodplain 
management criteria required by 44 CFR 
60.3, are the minimum that are required. 
They should not be construed to mean 
that the community must change any 
existing ordinances that are more 
stringent in their floodplain 
management requirements. The 
community may at any time enact 
stricter requirements of its own, or 
pursuant to policies established by other 
Federal, State, or regional entities. 
These proposed elevations are used to 
meet the floodplain management 
requirements of the NFIP and are also 
used to calculate the appropriate flood 
insurance premium rates for new 
buildings built after these elevations are 
made final, and for the contents in these 
buildings. 

Comments on any aspect of the Flood 
Insurance Study and FIRM, other than 
the proposed BFEs, will be considered. 
A letter acknowledging receipt of any 
comments will not be sent. 

Administrative Procedure Act 
Statement. This matter is not a 
rulemaking governed by the 
Administrative Procedure Act (APA), 5 
U.S.C. 553. FEMA publishes flood 
elevation determinations for notice and 
comment; however, they are governed 
by the Flood Disaster Protection Act of 
1973, 42 U.S.C. 4105, and the National 
Flood Insurance Act of 1968, 42 U.S.C. 
4001 et seq., and do not fall under the 
APA. 

National Environmental Policy Act. 
This proposed rule is categorically 
excluded from the requirements of 44 
CFR part 10, Environmental 
Consideration. An environmental 
impact assessment has not been 
prepared. 

Regulatory Flexibility Act. As flood 
elevation determinations are not within 
the scope of the Regulatory Flexibility 
Act, 5 U.S.C. 601–612, a regulatory 
flexibility analysis is not required. 

Executive Order 12866, Regulatory 
Planning and Review. This proposed 
rule is not a significant regulatory action 
under the criteria of section 3(f) of 
Executive Order 12866, as amended. 

Executive Order 13132, Federalism. 
This proposed rule involves no policies 
that have federalism implications under 
Executive Order 13132. 

Executive Order 12988, Civil Justice 
Reform. This proposed rule meets the 
applicable standards of Executive Order 
12988. 

List of Subjects in 44 CFR Part 67 

Administrative practice and 
procedure, Flood insurance, Reporting 
and recordkeeping requirements. 

Accordingly, 44 CFR part 67 is 
proposed to be amended as follows: 

PART 67—[AMENDED] 

1. The authority citation for part 67 
continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4001 et seq.; 
Reorganization Plan No. 3 of 1978, 3 CFR, 
1978 Comp., p. 329; E.O. 12127, 44 FR 19367, 
3 CFR, 1979 Comp., p. 376. 

§ 67.4 [Amended] 

2. The tables published under the 
authority of § 67.4 are proposed to be 
amended as follows: 

Flooding source(s) Location of referenced elevation ** 

* Elevation in feet 
(NGVD) 

+ Elevation in feet 
(NAVD) 

# Depth in feet above 
ground 

Communities 
affected 

Effective Modified 

Town of Highlands, Macon County, North Carolina, and Incorporated Areas 

Mill Creek (Highlands) ........ The confluence with Cullasaja River .............................. None +3658 Town of Highlands. 
The confluence of Satulah Branch ................................. None +3819 

* National Geodetic Vertical Datum. 
+ North American Vertical Datum. 
# Depth in feet above ground. 
** BFEs to be changed include the listed downstream and upstream BFEs, and include BFEs located on the stream reach between the ref-

erenced locations above. Please refer to the revised Flood Insurance Rate Map located at the community map repository (see below) for 
exact locations of all BFEs to be changed. 

Send comments to William R. Blanton, Jr., Chief, Engineering Management Branch, Mitigation Directorate, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, 500 C Street, SW., Washington, DC 20472. 

ADDRESSES 
Town of Highlands 
Maps are available for inspection at Highlands Town Hall, 210 North Fourth Street, Highlands, NC. 
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(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance No. 
97.022, ‘‘Flood Insurance.’’) 

Dated: May 9, 2008. 
Michael K. Buckley, 
Deputy Assistant Administrator for 
Mitigation, Department of Homeland 
Security, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 
[FR Doc. E8–11691 Filed 5–23–08; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 9110–12–P 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Fish and Wildlife Service 

50 CFR Part 17 

[FWS–R4–ES–2008–0058; 92210–1117– 
0000–FY08–B4] 

RIN 1018–AV51 

Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Designation of Critical 
Habitat for Alabama Sturgeon 
(Scaphirhynchus suttkusi) 

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Interior. 
ACTION: Proposed rule. 

SUMMARY: We, the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (Service), propose to 
designate critical habitat for the 
Alabama sturgeon (Scaphirhynchus 
suttkusi) under the Endangered Species 
Act of 1973, as amended (Act). In total, 
approximately 524 kilometers (326 
miles) of river are proposed as critical 
habitat. The proposed critical habitat 
includes portions of the Alabama and 
Cahaba Rivers in Autauga, Baldwin, 
Bibb, Clarke, Dallas, Lowndes, Monroe, 
Perry, and Wilcox Counties, in 
Alabama. 
DATES: We will accept comments 
received or postmarked on or before July 
28, 2008. We must receive requests for 
public hearings, in writing, at the 
address shown in the ADDRESSES section 
by July 11, 2008. 
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
by one of the following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: http:// 
www.regulations.gov. Follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• U.S. mail or hand-delivery: Public 
Comments Processing, Attn: FWS–R4– 
ES–2008–0058; Division of Policy and 
Directives Management; U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service; 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, 
Suite 222; Arlington, VA 22203. 

We will not accept e-mail or faxes. We 
will post all comments on http:// 
www.regulations.gov. This generally 
means that we will post any personal 
information you provide us (see the 
Public Comments section below for 
more information). 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeff 
Powell, Aquatic Species Biologist, U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Alabama 
Ecological Services Field Office, 1208– 
B Main Street, Daphne, AL 36526; 
telephone 251/441–5858; facsimile 
251/441–6222. If you use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf 
(TDD), call the Federal Information 
Relay Service (FIRS) at 800–877–8339. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Public Comments 

We intend any final action resulting 
from this proposal to be as accurate and 
effective as possible. Therefore, we 
request comments or suggestions on this 
proposed rule. We particularly seek 
comments concerning: 

(1) The reasons why we should or 
should not designate habitat as ‘‘critical 
habitat’’ under section 4 of the Act (16 
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), including whether 
the benefit of designation would 
outweigh threats to the species caused 
by the designation, such that the 
designation of critical habitat is not 
prudent; 

(2) Specific information on: 
• The amount and distribution of 

Alabama sturgeon habitat, flows needed 
by the species; and amount and 
distribution of free-flowing waters 
within the species’ historical or present 
range, 

• What areas occupied at the time of 
listing that contain features essential to 
the conservation of the species we 
should include in the designation and 
why, and 

• What areas not occupied at the time 
of listing are essential for the 
conservation of the species and why; 

(3) Land-use designations and current 
or planned activities in the subject areas 
and their possible impacts on proposed 
critical habitat; 

(4) Information regarding the potential 
impacts of this proposed designation on 
the activities we have identified that 
may adversely affect critical habitat (see 
the Application of the ‘‘Adverse 
Modification’’ Standard section), 
specifically those that are associated 
with the following actions: 

• Actions that would significantly 
alter the existing flow regime to the 
point at which the habitat could no 
longer sustain normal behavior and 
promote species recovery, 

• Actions that would significantly 
alter the morphology and stability of the 
river channel, 

• Actions that would significantly 
decrease the amount of currently 
available free-flowing habitat, and 

• Actions that would significantly 
alter water chemistry beyond what is 

required in the State of Alabama water 
quality standards; 

(5) Any foreseeable economic, 
national-security, or other potential 
impacts resulting from the proposed 
designation, and, in particular, any 
impacts on small entities, and the 
benefits of including or excluding areas 
that exhibit these impacts; and 

(6) Whether we could improve or 
modify our approach to designating 
critical habitat in any way to provide for 
greater public participation and 
understanding, or to better 
accommodate public concerns and 
comments. 

You may submit your comments and 
materials concerning this proposed rule 
by one of the methods listed in the 
ADDRESSES section. We will not 
consider comments sent by e-mail or fax 
or to an address not listed in the 
ADDRESSES section. 

If you submit a comment via http:// 
www.regulations.gov, your entire 
comment—including any personal 
identifying information—will be posted 
on the Web site. If you submit a 
hardcopy comment that includes 
personal identifying information, you 
may request at the top of your document 
that we withhold this information from 
public review. However, we cannot 
guarantee that we will be able to do so. 
We will post all hardcopy comments on 
http://www.regulations.gov. 

Background 
In this proposed rule, we intend to 

discuss only those topics directly 
relevant to the distribution of the 
Alabama sturgeon and the designation 
of its critical habitat. For more 
information on the species, refer to the 
final and proposed listing rules 
published in the Federal Register on 
May 5, 2000 (65 FR 26438), and on 
March 26, 1999 (64 FR 14676), 
respectively. 

Sturgeon is the common name used 
for large, bony-plated, primitive fishes 
in the family Acipenseridae which 
typically grow slowly and mature late in 
life. The Alabama sturgeon 
(Scaphirhynchus suttkusi) is the 
smallest of all the North American 
sturgeons, typically weighing only 1 to 
2 kilograms (2 to 4 pounds) at maturity. 
The head is broad and flattened shovel- 
like at the snout, with a tubular and 
protrusive mouth. As with all sturgeon 
species, there are four barbels (whisker- 
like appendages) located on the bottom 
of the snout in front of the mouth that 
are used to locate prey. The body is 
lined with five rows of bony plates 
called scutes. Bony plates also cover the 
head, back, and sides, and the body 
narrows abruptly to the rear forming a 
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