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—Contact information (name, company
and position, address, phone,
facsimile, and e-mail)

—Segment(s) of the industry or
organization/association you
represent

—Experience, subject expertise, or other
background information
The first meeting of the Weight and

Balance Control Program ARC is

scheduled for June 24 and 25, 2003 in

Washington, DC. The committee will

report its recommendations to the

Associate Administrator for Regulation

and Certification through the Director,

flight Standards, no later than 6 months
from the date of the first meeting. Work
groups will be scheduled as determined
by the steering committee and work
group members to provide information
and meet schedule requirements.
Comments: The FAA will consider all
comments on this advisory and
regulatory review filed on or before June

24, 2003. The FAA will consider

comments filed later if it is possible to

do so without incurring expense or
delay.

ADDRESSES: Membership: Individuals
requesting membership or participation
on the Weight and Balance Control
Program ARC and/or work groups
should contact Darcy Reed, AFS-330,
800 Independence Ave., SW.,
Washington, DC 20591, telephone at
(202) 267-9948, facsimile at (202) 267—
5115, or by e-mail:
Darcy.D.Reed@FAA.GOYV, or contact
Dennis Pratte, AFS—220, 800
Independence Ave., SW., Washington,
DC, 20591, telephone at (202) 267-5488,
facsimile at (202) 267-5229, or by e-
mail: Dennis.Pratte@FAA.GOV.

Comments: Address your comments
to the Docket Management System, U.S.
Department of Transportation, Room
Plaza 401, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC 20590-001. You must
identify docket number FAA-2003—
XXXXX at the beginning of your
comments, and you should submit two
copies of your comments. If you wish to
receive confirmation that the FAA
received your comments, include a self-
addressed, stamped postcard on which
the docket number appears. We will
stamp the date on the postcard and mail
it to you.

You may also submit and/or review
comments about this public docket
through the Internet at http://
dms.dot.gov/. You may review the
public docket containing comments to
this proposed guidance in person in the
Dockets Office between 9 a.m. and 5
p-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal holidays. the Dockets Office is
on the plaza level of the NASSIF

Building at the Department of
Transportation at the above address.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Darcy Reed, AFS-330, or Dennis Pratte,
AFS-220, at the address above.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Additional information on the
committee membership, dates , and
other information may be obtained on
the Flight Standards Web site under the
heading “Weight and Balance Control
Program Aviation Rulemaking
Committee” at: http://www.faa.gov/avr/
afs/AvgARC/.

Issued in Washington, DC on May 21,
2003.
David E. Cann,
Air Maintenance Division, Flight Standards
Service.
[FR Doc. 03—13243 Filed 5—-27—-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-M

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Aviation Administration

Aging Transport Systems Rulemaking
Advisory Committee

AGENCY: Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of new tasks for the
Aging Transport Systems Rulemaking
Advisory Committee (ATSRAC).

SUMMARY: This notice announces the
new tasks assigned to and accepted by
the ATSRAC.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Charles Huber, Manager, Safety
Management Branch, ANM—117,
Executive Director of ATSRAC, Federal
Aviation Administration, 1601 Lind
Avenue, SW., Renton, WA 98055;
telephone (425) 227-2589; fax (425)
227-1320.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

In response to the White House
Commission on Aviation Safety and
Security, the FAA formed the Aging
Non-Structural Systems Study Team, to
develop the FAA’s approach to
improving management of aging wire
systems. To help fulfill the actions
specified in the Aging Non-Structural
Systems Plan, the FAA set up an Aging
Transport Systems Rulemaking
Advisory Committee (ATSRAC) to give
recommendations on airplane system
safety issues.

In 1998, the FAA assigned five tasks
to the ATSRAC. These tasks included
collecting data on aging wiring systems
through airplane inspections, reviewing
airplane manufacturers’ service
information, reviewing operators’

maintenance programs, and providing
the FAA with recommendations to
enhance the safety of those systems. The
FAA held a public meeting on January
20, 1999, to discuss the Committee’s
operations and their assigned tasks.

The ATSRAC found that problems
associated with systems on aging
airplanes are not entirely related to the
degradation overtime of wire systems.
The review of these systems also found
inadequate installation and
maintenance practices could lead to
what is commonly referred to as an
“aging system” problem. Therefore, the
scope of the ATSRAC’s work includes,
not only age-related issues, but also
involves improving the continued
airworthiness of airplane systems (i.e.,
wire systems).

The FAA accepted the ATSRAC
recommendations from the first five
tasks and subsequently assigned five
additional tasks to get the Committee’s
help in implementing the safety
enhancements from their earlier
recommendations. The FAA is now
considering the ATSRAC
recommendations on the second set of
tasks. These recommendations include
rulemaking and other actions.
Implementation of the ATSRAC
recommendations is a major part of the
FAA’s Enhanced Airworthiness Program
for Airplane Systems (EAPAS), a
program that addresses the safety of
wiring systems.

The FAA recognizes the knowledge
and experience the ATSRAC provides.
Because ATSRAC members represent a
large cross-section of industry, they will
supply the FAA with an invaluable
resource of technical expertise in a
variety of areas. Therefore, the FAA has
assigned three new tasks to the ATSRAC
to help carry out the EAPAS objectives.

This notice announces the new tasks,
which the ATSRAC has accepted. These
tasks will allow the FAA to get the
Committee’s continuing help to carry
out their recommendations. ATSRAC
has chosen to form harmonization
working groups (HWG) to provide
technical support to develop their
recommendations on these tasks. A
discussion of the new tasks and
harmonization working groups (HWG)
follows.

I. EAPAS Rulemaking Advisory HWG

To promote efficient rulemaking and
compliance with this rulemaking, the
FAA tasks ATSRAC to provide, when
specifically sought by the FAA,
recommendations about the issues
discussed in items I-1 through I-3 of
this section. The ATSRAC Executive
Director will send each FAA task to the
ATSRAG Chair to obtain the ATSRAC
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members’ decision on whether to accept
the FAA’s assigned task.

I-1. Alternatives to Rulemaking

The rulemaking process requires
agencies to explore alternatives to
rulemaking. Such alternatives may
include taking voluntary (or
nonmandated) action or taking no
action. Under Task I-1, the FAA may
request recommendations from the
ATSRAG on how to carry out
alternatives, which the FAA considers
reasonable, to rulemaking. This would
include providing an estimate of the
resulting improvement to safety. The
FAA may also request recommendations
on how to measure implementation of
the alternative actions and how the FAA
can best support these actions.

I-2. Technical and Economic Data

Questions may arise during
rulemaking where added technical and
economic data are needed. This may
include the need for such information to
prepare responses to public comments
on a proposed rule.

I-3. Disposition of Comments from an
EAPAS Notice of Proposed Rulemaking
(NPRM)

Under Task I-3, the FAA may request
the ATSRAC’s help in dispositioning
any comments the FAA might receive in
response to an NPRM. Such support
may include the ATSRAC’s review of
the FAA’s prepared disposition of
comments.

II. Electrical Wiring Interconnection
Systems (EWIS) Research and
Development (R&D) Technology
Transfer HWG

In the past, the FAA has provided
quarterly reviews of their research and
development program to the ATSRAC.
These reviews have resulted in a useful
exchange of information and in the
formation of research partnerships and
other cooperative research. As the
EAPAS program continues, it would be
helpful to have the ATSRAC explore
FAA and other R&D products and
results that may be valuable to the
aviation industry. As appropriate, the
FAA will seek the ATSRAC’s help in—

» Developing strategies for technology
transfer to the aviation community in a
manner that optimizes their transfer and
optimizes the benefits resulting from
their transfer; and

» Achieving optimal compliance with
existing and anticipated FAA electrical
systems rules.

To achieve the two R&D objectives,
the HWG would complete the following
tasks:

II-1. Develop effective strategies to
transfer and set up, in the aviation
community, R&D products. This
includes providing recommendations
for the best way to carry out these goals
(e.g., through rulemaking, advisory
circulars, or other means).

II-2. Review and screen FAA and
other R&D products (e.g., R&D
prototypes), as appropriate, and devise
strategies to further develop these
products into commercially viable tools
that support the two R&D objectives
referenced in this section. Such
strategies may include
recommendations for added FAA
research and development; however, the
strategies should mainly address
industry activity to achieve a desired
end product.

II-3. Explore opportunities to promote
cooperative efforts and partnerships
valuable to achieving the two R&D
objectives.

III. Small Transport Airplane Enhanced
Wiring Inspection HWG

Criteria for upgrading and developing
enhanced wiring inspection procedures
should be developed for use by
manufacturers of small transport
airplanes. These criteria should be
based on the results of previously
conducted inspections and tests and
recommendations from ATSRAC.

The tasks for this HWG are as follows:

III-1. Review existing small transport
airplane manufacturers’ wiring
inspection procedures.

III-2. Identify and prepare, as
necessary, criteria for upgrading and
developing enhanced procedures for
inspection, cleaning, reduction of
combustible material (e.g., lint and
chemical contamination), reduction of
potential ignition sources (e.g., cracked
wiring), and maintenance of the
electrical wiring interconnection
systems (EWIS) on small transport
airplanes.

III-3. Develop and recommend
compliance means to adopt the criteria
referenced in I1I-2 and incorporate the
enhanced wiring inspection procedures
in operators’ maintenance programs.

ATSRAC Acceptance of Tasks

ATSRAG has accepted Tasks I
through III with an expected completion
date of all tasks by January 2005.
However, certain specific tasks may
require an earlier completion date.

Working Group Activity

The working groups serve as staff to
the ATSRAC to help the Committee in
writing technical reports that will allow

the FAA to complete actions related to
the EAPAS program. Working group

documents will be reviewed,
deliberated, and approved by the
ATSRAC. If the ATSRAC accepts the
working group’s documents, the
Committee will forward them to the
FAA as ATSRAC recommendations.

The working groups are expected to
comply with the procedures adopted by
the ATSRAC. As part of the procedures,
the working groups are expected to:

1. Recommend a work plan for
completion of the task, including the
rationale supporting such a plan, for
consideration by the ATSRAGC, after
setting-up the working groups and
selecting members.

2. Give a detailed conceptual
presentation of proposed
recommendations before starting the
work stated in item 3 of this section.

3. Draft a report and any other
collateral documents the working group
finds proper and send them to the
ATSRAC for review and approval.

4. Provide a status report at each
meeting of the ATSRAC.

Participation in the Working Group

Each of the working groups will be
composed of experts with an interest in
a particular task. Working group
participants should be prepared to
devote a significant portion of their time
and resources to the ATSRAC task. A
working group member need not be a
representative or a member of the
ATSRAC. Experts in the task area who
want to become a member of one of the
working groups should contact Charles
Huber (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT section) and explain their
interest in the task and the expertise
they would bring to the working group.
All requests to take part in the working
groups must be received no later than
June 27, 2003. The ATSRAC Chair,
Executive Director, and the working
group chair will review requests for
membership and will advise individuals
whether their requests can be
accommodated.

The Secretary of Transportation has
determined the formation and use of the
ATSRAC are necessary and in the
public interest as related to duties
imposed on the FAA by law. Meetings
of the ATSRAC will be open to the
public. Meetings of the individual
working groups will not be open to the
public, except for individuals selected
as working group members. No public
announcement of working group
meetings will be made.
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Issued in Washington, DC, on May 20,
2003.

Anthony F. Fazio,

Director, Office of Rulemaking.

[FR Doc. 03—13244 Filed 5—-27-03; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4910-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY
Internal Revenue Service

Tax Counseling for the Elderly (TCE)
Program Availability of Application
Packages

AGENCY: Internal Revenue Service (IRS),
Treasury.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This document provides
notice of the availability of Application
Packages for the 2004 Tax Counseling
for the Elderly (TCE) Program.

DATES: Application Packages are
available from the IRS at this time. The
deadline for submitting an application
package to the IRS for the 2004 Tax
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE)
Program is August 1, 2003.

ADDRESSES: Application Packages may
be requested by contacting: Internal
Revenue Service, 5000 Ellin Road,
Lanham, MD, 20706, Attention: Program
Manager, Tax Counseling for the Elderly
Program, W:CAR:SPEC:FO:GA, Building
C-7, Room 185. Applications can also
be submitted electronically through the
IRS E-grants System by logging on to
www.egrants.irs.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mrs.
Lynn Tyler, W:CAR:SPEC:FO:GA,
Building C-7, Room 185, Internal
Revenue Service, 5000 Ellin Road,
Lanham, MD 20706. The non-toll-free
telephone number is (202) 283-0189.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Authority
for the Tax Counseling for the Elderly
(TCE) Program is contained in Section
163 of the Revenue Act of 1978, Public
Law 95-600, (92 Stat. 12810), November
6, 1978. Regulations were published in
the Federal Register at 44 FR 72113 on
December 13, 1979. Section 163 gives
the IRS authority to enter into
cooperative agreements with private or
public non-profit agencies or
organizations to establish a network of

trained volunteers to provide free tax
information and return preparation
assistance to elderly individuals.
Elderly individuals are defined as
individuals age 60 and over at the close
of their taxable year.

Cooperative agreements will be
entered into based upon competition
among eligible agencies and
organizations. Because applications are
being solicited before the FY 2004
budget has been approved, cooperative
agreements will be entered into subject
to appropriation of funds. Once funded,
sponsoring agencies and organizations
will receive a grant from the IRS for
administrative expenses and to
reimburse volunteers for expenses
incurred in training and in providing
tax return assistance. The Tax
Counseling for the Elderly (TCE)
Program is referenced in the Catalog of
Federal Domestic Assistance in §21.006.

Dated: May 8, 2003.
Dianna L. Gunter,
Chief, Oversight and Analysis.
[FR Doc. 03-13277 Filed 5-27—-03; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4830-01-P
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