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1 The verified notice states that LSRC is a Class 
III rail carrier that owns or operates approximately 
350 miles of rail line in the Lower Peninsula of 
Michigan. See, e.g., Lake State Ry.—Lease & 
Operation Exemption—Detroit & Mackinac Ry., FD 
32012 (ICC served Feb. 27, 1992). LSRC also states 
that it leases and operates approximately four miles 
of track in Port Huron, Mich., which is 
disconnected from the remainder of its rail system. 
See Lake State Ry.—Lease Exemption—Line of 
Grand Trunk W. R.R., FD 36179 (STB served May 
25, 2018). 

2 Persons interested in submitting an OFA must 
first file a formal expression of intent to file an 
offer, indicating the type of financial assistance they 
wish to provide (i.e., subsidy or purchase) and 
demonstrating that they are preliminarily 
financially responsible. See 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2)(i). 

3 The Board will grant a stay if an informed 
decision on environmental issues (whether raised 
by a party or by the Board’s Office of Environmental 
Analysis (OEA) in its independent investigation) 
cannot be made before the exemption’s effective 
date. See Exemption of Out-of-Serv. Rail Lines, 5 
I.C.C.2d 377 (1989). Any request for a stay should 
be filed as soon as possible so that the Board may 
take appropriate action before the exemption’s 
effective date. 

4 Filing fees for OFAs and trail use requests can 
be found at 49 CFR 1002.2(f)(25) and (27), 
respectively. 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

[Docket No. FD 36850] 

Portland & Western Railroad, Inc.— 
Acquisition and Operation 
Exemption—Port of Tillamook Bay 

Portland & Western Railroad, Inc. 
(PNWR), a Class III rail carrier, has filed 
a verified notice of exemption under 49 
CFR 1150.41 to acquire from Port of 
Tillamook Bay (POTB) and operate 
approximately 1.01 miles of rail line 
near Banks, Or., between milepost 774.0 
and milepost 775.01 in Washington 
County, Or. (the Line). 

The verified notice states that PNWR 
and POTB have entered into a purchase 
agreement dated April 9, 2025. PNWR 
states that it holds incidental overhead 
trackage rights over a portion of the Line 
from approximately milepost 774.0 to 
milepost 774.7, which it acquired in 
connection with the unrelated purchase 
of a parallel line. See Portland & W. 
R.R.—Trackage Rts. Exemption— 
Burlington N. R.R., FD 32765 (STB 
served Oct. 13, 1995). PNWR states that, 
after the transaction, it will operate the 
Line (and the parallel line) and will no 
longer need to exercise the incidental 
trackage rights. The verified notice also 
states that there are currently no 
customers on the Line and that POTB no 
longer has any railroad operating 
employees. 

PNWR certifies that its projected 
annual revenues as a result this 
transaction will not exceed those that 
would qualify it as a Class III carrier and 
that its annual revenues currently 
exceed $5 million. Pursuant to 49 CFR 
1150.42(e), if a carrier’s projected 
annual revenues will exceed $5 million, 
it must, at least 60 days before the 
exemption becomes effective, post a 
notice of its intent to undertake the 
proposed transaction at the workplace 
of the employees on the affected lines, 
serve a copy of the notice on the 
national offices of the labor unions with 
employees on the affected lines, and 
certify to the Board that it has done so. 
However, PNWR has requested a waiver 
of the 60-day advance labor notice 
requirement. PNWR’s waiver request 
will be addressed in a separate decision. 
The Board will establish the effective 
date of the exemption in its decision on 
the waiver request. 

PNWR also certifies that the proposed 
acquisition and operation of the Line 
does not involve a provision or 
agreement that may limit future 
interchange with a third-party 
connecting carrier. 

If the verified notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the 

exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
may be filed at any time. The filing of 
a petition to revoke will not 
automatically stay the effectiveness of 
the exemption. Petitions for stay must 
be filed no later than May 16, 2025. 

All pleadings, referring to Docket No. 
FD 36850, must be filed with the 
Surface Transportation Board either via 
e-filing on the Board’s website or in 
writing addressed to 395 E Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20423–0001. In 
addition, a copy of each pleading must 
be served on PNWR’s representative, 
Justin J. Marks, Clark Hill PLC, 1001 
Pennsylvania Ave. NW, Suite 1300 
South, Washington, DC 20004. 

According to PNWR, this action is 
categorically excluded from 
environmental review under 49 CFR 
1105.6(c) and from historic preservation 
reporting requirements under 49 CFR 
1105.8(b). 

Board decisions and notices are 
available at www.stb.gov. 

Decided: May 6, 2025. 
By the Board, Scott M. Zimmerman, Acting 

Director, Office of Proceedings. 
Eden Besera, 
Clearance Clerk. 
[FR Doc. 2025–08161 Filed 5–8–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4915–01–P 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

[Docket No. AB 534 (Sub-No. 4X)] 

Lake State Railway Company— 
Abandonment Exemption—in Saginaw 
County, Michigan 

Lake State Railway Company (LSRC) 
has filed a verified notice of exemption 
under 49 CFR part 1152 subpart F— 
Exempt Abandonments to abandon 
approximately 6,805 feet of rail line 
extending from Sta. 9+00 approximately 
270 feet northeast of the intersection of 
Carrollton Road and Ellsworth Road to 
the end of line at Sta. 77+05 
approximately 1,000 feet southwest of 
the North Niagara Street at-grade 
railroad crossing of the Huron & Eastern 
Railway Company, in Saginaw County, 
Mich. (the Line).1 The Line traverses 

U.S. Postal Service Zip Codes 48604 and 
48602. 

LSRC has certified that: (1) no local 
traffic has moved over the Line for at 
least two years; (2) no overhead traffic 
could be or was previously handled on 
the stub-ended Line; (3) no formal 
complaint filed by a user of rail service 
on the Line (or by a state or local 
government on behalf of such user) 
regarding cessation of service over the 
Line is pending with either the Surface 
Transportation Board (Board) or any 
U.S. District Court or has been decided 
in favor of a complainant within the 
past two years; and (4) the requirements 
at 49 CFR 1105.7(b) and 1105.8(c) 
(notice of environmental and historic 
reports), 49 CFR 1105.12 (newspaper 
publication), and 49 CFR 1152.50(d)(1) 
(notice to government agencies) have 
been met. 

As a condition to this exemption, any 
employee adversely affected by the 
abandonment shall be protected under 
Oregon Short Line Railroad— 
Abandonment Portion Goshen Branch 
Between Firth & Ammon, in Bingham & 
Bonneville Counties, Idaho, 360 I.C.C. 
91 (1979). To address whether this 
condition adequately protects affected 
employees, a petition for partial 
revocation under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
must be filed. 

Provided no formal expression of 
intent to file an offer of financial 
assistance (OFA) has been received,2 
this exemption will be effective on June 
8, 2025, unless stayed pending 
reconsideration. Petitions to stay that do 
not involve environmental issues,3 
formal expressions of intent to file an 
OFA under 49 CFR 1152.27(c)(2), and 
interim trail use/railbanking requests 
under 49 CFR 1152.29 must be filed by 
May 19, 2025.4 Petitions to reopen and 
requests for public use conditions under 
49 CFR 1152.28 must be filed May 29, 
2025. 

All pleadings, referring to Docket No. 
AB 534 (Sub-No. 4X), must be filed with 
the Surface Transportation Board either 
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1 See 49 CFR 1.83(b). 
2 For definitions of the terms ‘‘launch,’’ ‘‘reentry,’’ 

‘‘launch site,’’ or ‘‘reentry site,’’ see 14 CFR 401.7. 
3 The FAA issues licenses to the operators of 

commercial launch or reentry sites. Any natural or 
legal person that meets any of the conditions set 
forth in paragraphs (b)(2), (c)(2), or (d) of 14 CFR 
413.3 and intends to offer its launch site to others 
is required to obtain a commercial launch site 
license in accordance with the procedures set forth 
in 14 CFR part 420. See 14 CFR 413.1(b), .3(b)(2), 
.3(c)(2), and .3(d). Natural or legal persons meeting 
any of the conditions set forth in paragraphs (b)(4), 
(c)(4), or (e) of 14 CFR 413.3 and intending to offer 
a reentry site to others are required to obtain a 
commercial reentry site license in accordance with 
the procedures set forth in 14 CFR part 433. See 14 
CFR 413.1(b), .3(b)(4), .3(c)(4), and .3(e). Licenses to 
operate a launch or reentry site authorize the 
license holder to host vehicle activities in 
accordance with the terms of the license. See 14 
CFR 420.41(b) and 433.3(b). 

via e-filing on the Board’s website or in 
writing addressed to 395 E Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20423–0001. In 
addition, a copy of each pleading must 
be served on LSRC’s representative, 
Thomas J. Litwiler, Fletcher & Sippel 
LLC, 29 North Wacker Dr., Suite 800, 
Chicago, IL 60606–3208. 

If the verified notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. 

LSRC has filed a combined 
environmental and historic report that 
addresses the potential effects, if any, of 
the abandonment on the environment 
and historic resources. OEA will issue a 
Draft Environmental Assessment (Draft 
EA) by May 16, 2025. The Draft EA will 
be available to interested persons on the 
Board’s website, by writing to OEA, or 
by calling OEA at (202) 245–0294. If you 
require an accommodation under the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, please 
call (202) 245–0245. Comments on 
environmental or historic preservation 
matters must be filed within 15 days 
after the Draft EA becomes available to 
the public. 

Environmental, historic preservation, 
public use, or trail use/railbanking 
conditions will be imposed, where 
appropriate, in a subsequent decision. 

Pursuant to the provisions of 49 CFR 
1152.29(e)(2), LSRC shall file a notice of 
consummation with the Board to signify 
that it has exercised the authority 
granted and fully abandoned the Line. If 
consummation has not been effected by 
LSRC’s filing of a notice of 
consummation by May 9, 2026, and 
there are no legal or regulatory barriers 
to consummation, the authority to 
abandon will automatically expire. 

Board decisions and notices are 
available at www.stb.gov. 

Decided: May 6, 2025. 
By the Board, Scott M. Zimmerman, Acting 

Director, Office of Proceedings. 
Tammy Lowery, 
Clearance Clerk. 
[FR Doc. 2025–08182 Filed 5–8–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4915–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Aviation Administration 

Federal Site Providing Ground Safety 
Services and Oversight for Launch or 
Reentry Activities Conducted From a 
Commercial Site Located on Land 
Owned by a Federal Site 

AGENCY: Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA), Department of 
Transportation. 
ACTION: General notice. 

SUMMARY: This document clarifies that, 
in instances where launch or reentry 
activities are conducted from an FAA- 
licensed commercial site located on 
land that is owned by a Federal site that 
the commercial site uses pursuant to an 
agreement with the Federal site, and the 
Federal site provides ground safety 
services and oversight, the vehicle 
operator may be able to demonstrate an 
equivalent level of safety to the FAA’s 
ground safety requirements. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
additional information concerning this 
action, contact Katie Cranor, Acting 
Executive Director, Office of 
Operational Safety, 800 Independence 
Ave. SW, Washington, DC 20591; (202) 
267–9525; 9-AST-Inquiries@faa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Authority 
The Commercial Space Launch Act of 

1984, as amended and codified at 51 
U.S.C. 50901 through 50923, authorizes 
the DOT, and the FAA through 
delegation,1 to oversee, license, and 
regulate commercial launch and reentry 
activities, and the operation of launch 
and reentry sites 2 as carried out by U.S. 
citizens or within the United States. The 
FAA exercises these responsibilities 
consistent with public health and safety, 
safety of property, and the national 
security and foreign policy interests of 
the United States. See 51 U.S.C. 50905. 

II. Background 
As defined in § 401.7 of title 14 of the 

Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), a 
‘‘Federal site’’ is ‘‘a launch or reentry 
site, from which launches routinely take 
place, that is owned and operated by the 
government of the United States.’’ 

This document also references a 
‘‘commercial site.’’ For the purposes of 
this document, a commercial site is a 
launch or reentry site operated 3 under 
an FAA license in accordance with 14 
CFR part 420 or part 433. Unlike a 

Federal site, a commercial site is not 
owned and operated by the government 
of the United States. In operating a 
commercial site, the site license holder 
is required to, among other things, 
prevent unauthorized public access to 
the site; schedule and coordinate 
hazardous activities conducted by 
customers; issue all necessary 
notifications prior to a launch from the 
launch site, including notifications to 
all adjacent property owners and local 
jurisdictions of the pending flight of a 
launch vehicle; and follow the 
requirements and procedures of the 
site’s explosive site plan. See 14 CFR 
part 420, subpart D. A site operator 
license authorizes the operation of a site 
but does not include an authorization 
for an operator to conduct a launch or 
reentry. Any vehicle operators seeking 
to conduct launch or reentry from a 
launch or reentry site must obtain a 
separate vehicle operator license in 
accordance with the applicable 
regulations in 14 CFR chapter III. 

A. Ground Safety Requirements 
Exemption for Launch and Reentry 
Activities From Federal Sites 

Under certain circumstances, vehicle 
operators conducting launch or reentry 
activities from a Federal site need not 
demonstrate compliance with the 
ground safety requirements in 14 CFR 
450.181 through 450.189. Examples of 
Federal sites include the Cape Canaveral 
Space Force Station (CCSFS), 
Vandenberg Space Force Base (VSFB), 
Wallops Flight Facility (WFF), and 
Kennedy Space Center (KSC). 

Specifically, for activities licensed 
under 14 CFR part 450, § 450.179(b) 
exempts a vehicle operator from 
demonstrating compliance with the 
ground safety requirements in 
§§ 450.181 through 450.189 if: (1) the 
launch or reentry is being conducted 
from a Federal launch or reentry site; (2) 
the operator has a written agreement 
with the Federal launch or reentry site 
for the provision of ground safety 
services and oversight; and (3) the FAA 
has determined that the Federal launch 
or reentry site’s ground safety processes, 
requirements, and oversight are not 
inconsistent with the FAA’s statutory 
authority (through delegation) over 
commercial space activities. See 14 CFR 
450.179(b). 

For the purpose of establishing that 
the ground safety requirements 
exemption in § 450.179(b) applies, the 
Federal site may seek a determination 
from the FAA that the condition in of 
§ 450.179(b)(3) has been met—that is, 
the determination that the Federal site’s 
ground safety processes, requirements, 
and oversight are not inconsistent with 
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