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are made available to the Forest Service
at a time when it can meaningfully
consider and respond to them in the
Final SEIS. Reviewers may wish to refer
to the Council on Environmental
Quality regulations for implementing
the procedural provisions of the
National Environmental Policy Act at 40
CFR 1503.3 in addressing these points.

Responsible Official

Bob Castaneda, Forest Supervisor of
the Kootenai National Forest, 1101 U.S.
Highway 2 West, Libby, MT 59923, is
the Responsible Official for this project.
The Record of Decision will identify the
land management activities to be
implemented in the project area
including urban interface fuels
treatments, vegetation management,
watershed rehabilitation activities,
wildlife habitat improvement, access
management changes, including road
decommissioning, monitoring, and
whether or not a Forest Plan
amendment is necessary. The Forest
Supervisor will make a decision on this
project after considering comments and
responses, environmental consequences
discussed in the Final SEIS, and
applicable laws, regulations and
policies. The decision and supporting
reasons will be documented in a Record
of Decision.

Dated: February 6, 2006.

Bob Castaneda,

Forest Supervisor, Kootenai National Forest.
[FR Doc. 06—-1298 Filed 2—10-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Forest Service

Deschutes Provincial Advisory
Committee (DPAC); Notice of Meeting

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: The Deschutes Provincial
Advisory Committee will meet on
February 27, 2006 starting at 8 a.m. in
the DeArmond Room of the Deschutes
Services building on 1300 Wall Street,
Bend, Oregon. Agenda items will
include Pac Status and Rechartering,
Biomass and Utilization News, Travel
Management Rule, Survey and Manage,
Update on Current Litigation and Court
Rulings, FERC Licensing,
Administrative Site Activity, and
Invasive Plant Management. The
remainder of the day will include info
sharing and a Public Forum from 2 p.m.
till 2:30 p.m. All Deschutes Province
Advisory Committee Meetings are open
to the public.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Chris Mickle, Province Liaison,
Deschutes NF, Crescent RD, P.O. Box
208, Crescent, OR 97754, Phone (541)
433—-3216.

Cecilia R. Seesholtz,
Deputy Forest Supervisor.

[FR Doc. 06-1297 Filed 2—10-06; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3410-11-M

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE
Rural Business-Cooperative Service

Inviting Applications for Renewable
Energy Systems and Energy Efficiency
Improvements Grants and Guaranteed
Loans

AGENCY: Rural Business-Cooperative
Service (RBS), USDA.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: Rural Business-Cooperative
Service (RBS) announces the availability
of funds for fiscal year (FY) 2006 to
purchase renewable energy systems and
make energy efficiency improvements
for agriculture producers and rural
small businesses in eligible rural areas.
The amount available for competitive
grants is $11.385 million.
Approximately $176.5 million in
guaranteed loan authority is also
available. Any guarantee loan funds that
are not obligated by August 1, 2006, will
be pooled and revert to the National
Office reserve for grant use. USDA is
currently in the process of evaluating
the potential for a direct loan program
to help finance renewable energy and
energy efficiency projects for rural small
businesses and agricultural producers.
Therefore, for purposes of FY 2006,
funding will be limited to grants and
guaranteed loans.

For renewable energy systems, the
minimum grant request is $2,500 and
the maximum is $500,000. For energy
efficiency improvements, the minimum
acceptable grant request is $1,500 and
the maximum is $250,000. The
maximum amount of a guaranteed loan
made to a borrower will be $10 million.
For FY 2006, the guarantee fee amount
is 1.0% (one percent) of the guaranteed
portion of the loan and the annual
renewal fee is 0.125% (one-eighth of
one percent) of the guaranteed portion
of the loan.

DATES: The United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA) will conduct one
competitive grant solicitation in 2006.
Applications must be completed and
submitted to the appropriate USDA
Rural Development State Office
postmarked no later than May 12, 2006.
Grant applications postmarked after this

date will be returned to the applicant
with no action. Any guaranteed loan
funds not obligated by August 1, 2006
will be made available for competitive
grants under this notice. Guaranteed
loans will be awarded on a continuous
basis. Applications are due to the
National Office for funding
consideration by July 3, 2006. In
accordance with RD Instructions 1940—
G, all environmental assessments must
be completed prior to submission to the
National Office.

ADDRESSES: Submit applications to the
USDA Rural Development State Office
in the State where your project is
located or, in the case of rural small
businesses, where your business is
headquartered. A list of the Rural
Development State Offices and Energy
Coordinators addresses and telephone
numbers follow. For further information
about this solicitation, please contact
the applicable State Office. This
document is available on our Web site
at http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/rbs/
farmbill/index.html.

USDA State Rural Development Offices

Alabama

Mary Ann Clayton, USDA Rural
Development, Sterling Centre, Suite
601, 4121 Carmichael Road,
Montgomery, AL 36106—3683, (334)
279-3615.

Alaska

Dean Stewart, USDA Rural
Development, 800 West Evergreen,
Suite 201, Palmer, AK 99645-6539,
(907) 761-7722.

Arizona

Alan Watt, USDA Rural Development,
230 N. First Avenue, Suite 206,
Phoenix, AZ 85003—-1706, (602) 280—
8769.

Arkansas

Shirley Tucker, USDA Rural
Development, 700 West Capitol
Avenue, Room 3416, Little Rock, AR
72201-3225, (501) 301-3280.

California

Joseph Choperena, USDA Rural
Development, 430 G Street, 4169,
Davis, CA 95616—4169, (530) 792—
5826.

Colorado

Linda Sundine, USDA Rural
Development, 655 Parfet Street, Room
E-100, Lakewood, CO 80215, (720)
544-2929.

Delaware-Maryland

James Waters, USDA Rural
Development, 1221 College Park
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