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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—XE846]

Atlantic Highly Migratory Species;
Meeting of the Atlantic Highly
Migratory Species Advisory Panel

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public webinar/
conference call.

SUMMARY: NMFS will hold a 3-day
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
(HMS) Advisory Panel (AP) meeting via
webinar in May 2025. The intent of the
meeting is to consider options for the
conservation and management of
Atlantic HMS. The meeting is open to
the public.

DATES: The AP meeting and webinar
will be held on Tuesday, May 6, from
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET; Wednesday, May
7, from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET; and
Thursday, May 8, from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
ET.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be
accessible via WebEx conference call
and webinar. Conference call and
webinar access information are available
at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
event/may-2025-hms-advisory-panel-
meeting.

Participants are strongly encouraged
to log/dial in 15 minutes prior to the
meeting. NMFS will show the
presentations via webinar and allow
public comment during identified times
on the agenda.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peter Cooper (peter.cooper@noaa.gov) or
Anna Quintrell (anna.quintrell@
noaa.gov) at 301-427-8503.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Atlantic
HMS fisheries (tunas, swordfish, sharks,
and billfish) are managed under the
2006 Consolidated Atlantic HMS
Fishery Management Plan (FMP) and its
amendments pursuant to the authority
of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act; 16 U.S.C. 1801
et seq.) and consistent with the Atlantic
Tunas Convention Act (16 U.S.C. 971 et
seq.). HMS implementing regulations
are at 50 CFR part 635.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act requires
the establishment of APs and requires
NMEFS to consult with and consider the
comments and views of AP members
during the preparation and
implementation of FMPs or FMP
amendments (16 U.S.C. 1854(g)(1)(A)-

(B)). NMFS meets with the HMS AP
approximately twice each year to
consider potential alternatives for the
conservation and management of
Atlantic tunas, swordfish, billfish, and
shark fisheries, consistent with the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. Generally, AP
meetings are held in-person, but
because of current restrictions on travel
this AP meeting will be conducted via
webinar.

Some of the discussion topics are:

e HMS rulemaking updates;

e Outcomes of the 2024 International
Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas Annual Meeting; and

e Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery
update.

We anticipate inviting other NMFS
offices and the U.S. Coast Guard to
provide updates, if available, on their
activities relevant to HMS fisheries.
Additional information on the meeting
and a copy of the draft agenda will be
posted prior to the meeting (see
ADDRESSES).

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Peter Cooper at
301-427-8503, at least 7 days prior to
the meeting.

Dated: April 11, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XE698]

Takes of Marine Mammals Incidental to
Specified Activities; Taking Marine
Mammals Incidental to the City of
Ketchikan’s Berth Ill Mooring Dolphins
Project in Ketchikan, Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; proposed incidental
harassment authorization; request for
comments on proposed authorization
and possible renewal.

SUMMARY: NMFS has received a request
from the City of Ketchikan (COK),
Alaska, for authorization to take marine
mammals incidental to the Berth III
Mooring Dolphins Project in the Port of
Ketchikan in the Tongass Narrows,
Alaska. Pursuant to the Marine Mammal
Protection Act (MMPA), NMFS requests
comments on its proposal to issue an

incidental harassment authorization
(IHA) to incidentally take marine
mammals during the specified activities.
NMFS also requests comments on a
possible one-time, 1-year renewal that
could be issued under certain
circumstances, and, if all requirements
are met, as described in Request for
Public Comments at the end of this
notice. NMFS will consider public
comments before making any final
decision on issuing the requested
MMPA authorization, and agency
responses will be summarized in the
final notice of our decision.

DATES: Comments and information must
be received no later than May 16, 2025.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
addressed to Jolie Harrison, Chief,
Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service, and should be
submitted via email to ITP.Graham@
noaa.gov. Electronic copies of the
application and supporting documents,
as well as a list of the references cited
in this document, may be obtained
online at https://www.fisheries.
noaa.gov/national/marine-mammal-
protection/incidental-take-
authorizations-construction-activities.
In case of problems accessing these
documents, please call the contact listed
below.

Instructions: NMFS is not responsible
for comments sent by any other method,
to any other address or individual, or
received after the end of the comment
period. Comments, including all
attachments, must not exceed a 25-
megabyte file size. All comments
received are a part of the public record
and will generally be posted online at
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/permit/
incidental-take-authorizations-under-
marine-mammal-protection-act without
change. All personal identifying
information (e.g., name, address)
voluntarily submitted by the commenter
may be publicly accessible. Do not
submit confidential business
information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Krista Graham, Office of Protected

Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The MMPA prohibits the “‘take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
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