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warranted. A Notice of Intent to Perform 
an Assessment (NOI) was issued to the 
Potentially Responsible Party (PRP) in 
July 2003, indicating that the Trustees 
intend to proceed with NRDA 
procedures for the River. The NOI 
invited the PRP to participate in a 
cooperative injury assessment. 

The purpose of this Plan is to guide 
the actions of the Trustees through the 
NRDA process. Before proceeding, the 
Trustees must document that potentially 
injured resources have been exposed to 
hazardous substances released from the 
Site. This confirmation of exposure in 
the River focuses primarily on mercury, 
which is associated with past operations 
at the Site and continuing 
contamination of the River. Mercury 
concentrations in river sediments, 
groundwater, floodplain soils and biota 
are elevated in comparison to other 
areas within the Upper Tennessee River 
Basin. Mercury has been detected in 
water, sediments, soils, algae, 
invertebrates, fish, mammals, and birds 
downstream from the Site. This 
exposure indicates that natural 
resources may have been injured as a 
result of releases of hazardous 
substances from the Site. The Trustees 
therefore believe that further assessment 
of these injuries is warranted. 

This Plan outlines the Trustees’ 
proposed plans to document and 
evaluate potentially injured resources in 
the River. The Trustees intend to focus 
on the loss of ecological and human use 
services resulting from injuries to 
natural resources. Such lost services 
may include impairment of floodplain 
and aquatic flora and fauna, supporting 
habitats, and public use (e.g., 
consumption) of fish, wildlife, and other 
natural resources. 

The Trustees will assess suspected 
injuries to surface water, biological 
receptors, ground water, and/or 
geological resources using data and 
information currently available, as well 
as that proposed to be collected as part 
of the assessment. The Trustees will 
further analyze the identified natural 
resource injuries to evaluate the lost 
ecological and human use services 
provided by those resources. The 
evaluation will focus on baseline 
services that would have been provided 
had the hazardous substances not been 
released. 

Interested members of the public are 
invited to review and comment on the 
Plan. Copies of the Plan are available for 
review at the Service’s Virginia Field 
Office in Gloucester, Virginia, and at the 
Service’s Southwestern Virginia Field 
Office located at 330 Cummings Street, 
Suite A, Abingdon, Virginia 24210. 

Comments, including names and 
home addresses of respondents, will be 
available for public review during 
regular business hours. Individual 
respondents may request 
confidentiality. If you wish us to 
withhold your name and or address 
from public review or from disclosure 
under the Freedom of Information Act, 
you must state this prominently at the 
beginning of your written comment. 
Such requests will be honored to the 
extent allowed by law. We will not, 
however, consider anonymous 
comments. All submissions from 
organizations or businesses, and from 
individuals identifying themselves as 
representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses, will be 
made available for public inspection in 
their entirety. 

Author: The primary author of this 
notice, on behalf of the Trustee Council, 
is John Schmerfeld, U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Virginia Field Office, 
6669 Short Lane, Gloucester, Virginia 
23061.

Authority: The authority for this public 
review of the Plan announced by this notice 
is 43 CFR 11.32(c) action is the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980 as 
amended, commonly known as Superfund 
(42 U.S.C. 9601 et seq.), and the Natural 
Resource Damage Assessment Regulations 
found at 43 CFR part 11.

Dated: August 14, 2003. 
James G. Geiger, 
Acting Regional Director, Region 5, Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Department of the Interior, 
Designated Authorized Official.
[FR Doc. 03–23391 Filed 9–12–03; 8:45 am] 
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Emergency Closure of Public Lands to 
All Public Access of Every Kind Within 
the Boundary of the Orchard Plant 
Material Research and Test Site, Ada 
County, ID

AGENCY: Bureau of Land Management, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of emergency closure.

SUMMARY: The subject lands are being 
closed to protect valuable vegetative 
projects from destruction and demise as 
a result of malicious vandalism, grazing 
trespass, and offroad travel through 
project sites. Access to and entering 
upon public lands administered by BLM 
on the NE1⁄4, NE1⁄4NW1⁄4, NE1⁄4SE1⁄4 

Section 20; T. 1 S., R. 4 E., Ada County, 
Idaho is hereby prohibited. The 
emergency access closure is intended to 
protect plant research and test plots 
from further degradation and demise. 
The closure may be rescinded at 
anytime if in the judgment of the 
authorized officer it is not needed. 
Exceptions to this closure may include 
agency personnel for administrative, 
research and emergency purposes. 

Definitions: (a) ‘‘Public lands’’ means 
any lands or interests in lands owned by 
the United States and administered by 
the Secretary of the Interior through the 
Bureau of Land Management. (b) 
‘‘Authorized Officer’’ means any 
employee of the Bureau of Land 
Management who has been delegated 
the authority to perform the duties 
described in this order. (c) ‘‘Emergency 
purposes’’ means any fire or law 
enforcement persons entry for 
emergency purposes. (d) 
‘‘Administrative and research purposes’’ 
refers to any employee, agent or 
designated representative of the federal 
government, or one of its contractors, in 
the course of their employment or 
agency entry for administration and 
research purposes.

EFFECTIVE DATE: This Emergency Access 
Order is effective immediately through 
May 7, 2008.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Daryl Albiston, Four Rivers Field 
Manager, Lower Snake River District 
Office, 3948 Development Avenue, 
Boise, Idaho, 83705, (208) 384–3430.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
emergency closure is being established 
and administered by the Bureau of Land 
Management. Authority for this action is 
found in CFR Title 43, subpart 8360.0–
3 and complies with CFR Title 43, 
subpart 8364.1, Closure and Restriction 
Orders. Violation of this closure order is 
in accordance with CFR Title 43, 
subpart 4150 and CFR Title 43, subpart 
8360.0–7 punishable by a fine not to 
exceed $1,000 and/or imprisonment not 
to exceed 12 months. Such violations 
may also be subject to the enhanced 
fines provided for by Title 18 U.S.C. 
3571.

Mitchell A. Jaurena, 
Four Rivers Associate Field Manager.
[FR Doc. 03–23444 Filed 9–12–03; 8:45 am] 
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