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(MMPA), as amended, and
implementing regulations, notification
is hereby given that a letter of
authorization (LOA) has been issued to
the Don Young Port of Alaska (POA), for
the unintentional taking of marine
mammals incidental to the Cargo
Terminals Replacement project at the
existing port facility in Anchorage,
Alaska over the course of 5 years (2026—
2031).

DATES: This LOA is effective from
March 1, 2026, through February 28,
2031.

ADDRESSES: The LOA and supporting
documentation are available online at:
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-port-
alaskas-construction-activities-port-
alaska-modernization. In case of
problems accessing these documents,
please call the contact listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cara
Hotchkin, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, (301) 427—-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The MMPA prohibits the “‘take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Sections 101(a)(5)(A) and
(D) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.) direct the Secretary of Commerce
(as delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings
are made and either regulations are
issued or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed
incidental take authorization may be
provided to the public for review.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s) and will not have
an unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
taking for subsistence uses (where
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe
the permissible methods of taking and
other “means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact” on the
affected species or stocks and their
habitat, paying particular attention to
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of
similar significance, and on the
availability of the species or stocks for
taking for certain subsistence uses
(referred to as “mitigation”’); and
requirements pertaining to the
mitigation, monitoring, and reporting of
the takings are set forth. NMFS has
defined “negligible impact” in 50 CFR
216.103 as an impact resulting from the

specified activity that cannot be
reasonably expected to, and is not
reasonably likely to, adversely affect the
species or stock through effects on
annual rates of recruitment or survival.

Except with respect to certain
activities not pertinent here, the MMPA
defines “harassment” as: any act of
pursuit, torment, or annoyance which:
(i) has the potential to injure a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild (Level A harassment); or (ii) has
the potential to disturb a marine
mammal or marine mammal stock in the
wild by causing disruption of behavioral
patterns, including, but not limited to,
migration, breathing, nursing, breeding,
feeding, or sheltering (Level B
harassment).

Summary of Request

On July 15, 2025, we issued a final
rule upon request from the POA for
authorization to take marine mammals
incidental to construction activities (90
FR 31756). The POA plans to conduct
construction activities related to
replacement of existing cargo terminals
2 and 3 at the POA in Anchorage,
Alaska. This construction will include
use of vibratory pile driving and
removal and impact pile driving. The
use of vibratory and impact pile driving
is expected to produce underwater
sound at levels that have the potential
to result in Level A and Level B
harassment of marine mammals.

Authorization

We have issued a LOA to POA
authorizing the take of marine mammals
incidental to construction activities, as
described above. Take of marine
mammals will be minimized through
the implementation of the following
planned mitigation measures: (1)
required monitoring of the construction
area to detect the presence of marine
mammals before beginning construction
activities; (2) shutdown of construction
activities under certain circumstances to
avoid injury of marine mammals; (3) use
of bubble curtains for impact and
vibratory driving of permanent (72-inch)
piles; and (4) soft start for impact pile
driving to allow marine mammals the
opportunity to leave the area prior to
beginning impact pile driving at full
power. Additionally, the rule includes
an adaptive management component
that allows for timely modification of
mitigation or monitoring measures
based on new information, when
appropriate. The POA will submit
reports as required.

Based on these findings and the
information discussed in the preamble
to the final rule, the activities described
under this LOA will have a negligible

impact on marine mammal stocks and
will not have an unmitigable adverse
impact on the availability of the affected
marine mammal stock for subsistence
uses.

Dated: August 18, 2025.
Kimberly Damon-Randall,

Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-15929 Filed 8—-19-25; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 94 Post-Data
Workshop Webinar for Florida hogfish.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 94 assessment
process of Florida hogfish will consist of
a Data Workshop, and a series of
assessment webinars, and a Review
Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 94 Post-Data
Workshop webinar will be held
September 3, 2025, from 1 p.m.—3 p.m.
Eastern Time.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held via webinar. The webinar is open
to members of the public. Those
interested in participating should
contact Julie A. Neer at SEDAR (See FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT) to
request an invitation providing webinar
access information. Please request
webinar invitations at least 24 hours in
advance of each webinar.

SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Julie
A. Neer, SEDAR Coordinator; (843) 571—
4366. Email: Julie.neer@safmc.net.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf,
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils, in conjunction
with NOAA Fisheries and the Atlantic
and Gulf States Marine Fisheries
Commissions have implemented the
Southeast Data, Assessment and Review
(SEDAR) process, a multi-step method
for determining the status of fish stocks
in the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a
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multi-step process including: (1) Data
Workshop, (2) a series of assessment
webinars, and (3) A Review Workshop.
The product of the Data Workshop is a
report that compiles and evaluates
potential datasets and recommends
which datasets are appropriate for
assessment analyses. The assessment
webinars produce a report that describes
the fisheries, evaluates the status of the
stock, estimates biological benchmarks,
projects future population conditions,
and recommends research and
monitoring needs. The product of the
Review Workshop is an Assessment
Summary documenting panel opinions
regarding the strengths and weaknesses
of the stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf, South Atlantic,
and Caribbean Fishery Management
Councils and NOAA Fisheries Southeast
Regional Office, Highly Migratory
Species Management Division, and
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants include data collectors and
database managers; stock assessment
scientists, biologists, and researchers;
constituency representatives including
fishermen, environmentalists, and
NGO’s; International experts; and staff
of Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion during the
Post-Data workshop webinar are as
follows: Participants will discuss any
remaining data issues from the July Data
Workshop.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to the Council office
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 business days
prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 18, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-15895 Filed 8—-19-25; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice; issuance of an incidental
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SUMMARY: Notification is hereby given
that NMFS has issued an incidental
harassment authorization (IHA) to
Narwhal, LLC (Narwhal) to incidentally
take by harassment marine mammals
during oil and gas exploration activities
in west Harrison Bay, Alaska.

DATES: This authorization is effective for
one year from the date of notification by
the IHA-holder, not to exceed one year
from the date of issuance (August 12,
2025).

ADDRESSES: Electronic copies of the
application, IHA, and supporting
documents, as well as a list of the
references cited in this document, may
be obtained online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
incidental-take-authorization-narwhal-
llcs-oil-and-gas-exploration-activities-
west-harrison. In case of problems
accessing these documents, please
contact the contact listed below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Craig Cockrell, Office of Protected
Resources, NMFS, (301) 427—8401.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The MMPA prohibits the “take” of
marine mammals, with certain
exceptions. Section 101(a)(5)(A) and (D)
of the MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.)
directs the Secretary of Commerce (as
delegated to NMFS) to allow, upon
request, the incidental, but not
intentional, taking of small numbers of
marine mammals by U.S. citizens who
engage in a specified activity (other than
commercial fishing) within a specified
geographical region if certain findings

are made and either regulations are
proposed or, if the taking is limited to
harassment, a notice of a proposed IHA
is provided to the public for review.

Authorization for incidental takings
shall be granted if NMFS finds that the
taking will have a negligible impact on
the species or stock(s) and will not have
an unmitigable adverse impact on the
availability of the species or stock(s) for
taking for subsistence uses (where
relevant). Further, NMFS must prescribe
the permissible methods of taking and
other “means of effecting the least
practicable adverse impact” on the
affected species or stocks and their
habitat, paying particular attention to
rookeries, mating grounds, and areas of
similar significance, and on the
availability of the species or stocks for
taking for certain subsistence uses
(referred to in shorthand as
“mitigation”’); and requirements
pertaining to the mitigation, monitoring
and reporting of the takings are set forth.
The definitions of all applicable MMPA
statutory terms cited above are included
in the relevant sections below.

Summary of Request

On October 25, 2022, NMFS received
a request from Narwhal for an IHA to
take marine mammals incidental to oil
and gas exploration activities in and
around west Harrison Bay, Alaska.
Narwhal withdrew the original request
and then resubmitted an application on
November 1, 2024. The application was
deemed adequate and complete on
January 27, 2025. Narwhal’s request is
for take of four marine mammal species,
by Level B harassment only. Neither
Narwhal nor NMFS expect serious
injury or mortality to result from the
specified activity, and therefore, an IHA
is appropriate.

Description of Activity
Overview

Narwhal proposes to conduct oil and
gas exploration activities, including
shallow hazard geophysical surveys,
exploratory drilling operations, and
associated construction and operation of
ice trails, roads, and pads, in west
Harrison Bay, Alaska. The activities are
planned to occur between August 2025
and July 2026 and will occur primarily
in west Harrison Bay and the area
between west Harrison Bay and Prudhoe
Bay, Alaska. Narwhal will also conduct
mobilization and barge transport
activities out of Prudhoe Bay, Alaska.
Shallow hazard geophysical surveys
(hereinafter, “shallow water hazard
surveys’’) will use airguns and sparkers
as acoustic sources and would introduce
underwater sound that may result in
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