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alternatives for conducting and funding
fisheries and ecosystem research
activities as the primary Federal action.
Additionally, in the Draft SPEA, NMFS
evaluates a related action—also called a
“connected action” under 40 CFR
1508.25 of the Council on
Environmental Quality’s regulations for
implementing the procedural provisions
of NEPA (42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.)—
which is the proposed promulgation of
regulations and authorization of the take
of marine mammal incidental to the
fisheries research under the Marine
Mammal Protection Act (MMPA).
Additionally, because the proposed
research activities occur in areas
inhabited by species of marine
mammals, birds, sea turtles and fish
listed under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA) as threatened or endangered, this
Draft SPEA evaluates activities that
could result in unintentional takes of
ESA-listed marine species.

The following two alternatives are
currently evaluated in the Draft SPEA:

¢ Alternative 1—Continue current
fisheries and ecosystem research (Status
Quo/no action) as described in the 2019
AFSC PEA.

¢ Alternative 2—Conduct current
research with some modifications as
well as new research activities that are
planned for the future (i.e., 2024—
2029). New future research proposed
under Alternative 2 was not previously
analyzed in the 2019 PEA.

The alternatives include a program of
fisheries and ecosystem research
projects conducted or funded by the
AFSC as the primary Federal action.
Because this primary action is
connected to a secondary Federal
action, to consider authorizing
incidental take of marine mammals
under the MMPA, NMFS must identify
as part of this evaluation ““(t)he means
of effecting the least practicable adverse
impact on the species or stock and its
habitat.” (section 101(a)(5)(A) of the
MMPA [16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.]) NMFS
must therefore identify and evaluate a
reasonable range of mitigation measures
to minimize impacts to protected
species that occur in AFSC research
areas. These mitigation measures are
considered as part of the identified
alternatives in order to evaluate their
effectiveness to minimize potential
adverse environmental impacts. The
two action alternatives also include
mitigation measures intended to
minimize potentially adverse
interaction with other protected species
that occur within the action area.
Protected species include all marine
mammals, which are covered under the
MMPA, all species listed under the

ESA, and bird species protected under
the Migratory Bird Treaty Act.

Potential direct and indirect effects on
the environment are evaluated under
each alternative in the Draft SPEA. The
environmental effects on the following
resources are considered: physical
environment, special resource areas,
fish, marine mammals, birds, sea turtles,
invertebrates, and the social and
economic environment. Cumulative
effects of external actions and the
contribution of fisheries research
activities to the overall cumulative
impact on the aforementioned resources
is also evaluated in the Draft SPEA for
the geographic regions in which AFSC
surveys are conducted.

NMFS requests comments on the
Draft SPEA for Fisheries Research
Conducted and Funded by the National
Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska
Fisheries Science Center. Please
include, with your comments, any
supporting data or literature citations
that may be informative in
substantiating your comment.

Dated: March 29, 2024.
Robert Foy,

Science and Research Director, Alaska
Fisheries Science Center, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2024—07096 Filed 4-18-24; 8:45 am]
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North Pacific Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Center of Independent
Experts (CIE) review of the Gulf of
Alaska walleye pollock stock
assessment will be held in May, in
Seattle, WA.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, May 7, 2024 through
Thursday, May 9, 2024, from 10 a.m. to
5 p.m., Pacific Time.

ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
in-person only and will be held in Room
2079 on Tuesday, May 7, 2024 and in
Room 2143 on May 8-9, 2024, at the
Alaska Fishery Science Center, Sand
Point Way NE, Building 4, Seattle, WA
98115.

If you plan to attend, you need to
notify Cole Monnahan
(cole.monnahan@noaa.gov) at least 2
days prior to the meeting (or 2 weeks
prior if you are a foreign national). You
will also need a valid U.S. Identification
Card.

Council address: North Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1007 W
3rd Ave., Anchorage, AK 99501-2252;
telephone: (907) 271-2809.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Cole
Monnahan, Alaska Fishery Science
Center staff; phone: (206) 526—4224;
email: cole.monnahan@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Agenda

Tuesday, May 7, 2024 Through
Thursday, May 9, 2024

The CIE will review the Gulf of
Alaska walleye pollock stock
assessment input data and model. The
agenda is subject to change, and the
latest version will be posted at https://
apps-afsc.fisheries.noaa.gov/Plan_
Team/2024_GOA pollock cie/ prior to
the meeting, along with meeting
materials.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 16, 2024.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2024-08402 Filed 4-18—24; 8:45 am]
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Atlantic Highly Migratory Species;
Meeting of the Atlantic Highly
Migratory Species Advisory Panel

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting and
webinar/conference call.

SUMMARY: NMFS will hold a 3-day
Atlantic Highly Migratory Species
(HMS) Advisory Panel (AP) meeting in
May 2024. The intent of the meeting is
to consider options for the conservation
and management of Atlantic HMS. The
meeting is open to the public.

DATES: The AP meeting and webinar
will be held on Tuesday, May 14, from
9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET; Wednesday, May
15, from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET; and
Thursday, May 16, from 9 a.m. to 12
p.m. ET.
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ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the DoubleTree by Hilton Silver Spring
Hotel, 8777 Georgia Avenue, Silver
Spring, MD 20910. The meeting will
also be accessible via WebEx webinar/
conference call. Conference call and
webinar access information are available
at: https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
event/may-2024-hms-advisory-panel-
meeting.

Participants accessing the webinar are
strongly encouraged to log/dial in 15
minutes prior to the meeting. NMFS
will show the presentations via webinar
and allow public comment during
identified times on the agenda.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Peter Cooper (peter.cooper@noaa.gov) or
Lisa Crawford (lisa.crawford@noaa.gov)
at 301—-427-8503.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Atlantic
HMS fisheries (tunas, billfish,
swordfish, and sharks) are managed
under the 2006 Consolidated Atlantic
HMS Fishery Management Plan (FMP)
and its amendments pursuant to the
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act; 16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq.) and consistent with the
Atlantic Tunas Convention Act (16
U.S.C. 971 et seq.). HMS implementing
regulations are at 50 CFR part 635.

The Magnuson-Stevens Act requires
the establishment of APs and requires
NMFS to consult with and consider the
comments and views of AP members
during the preparation and
implementation of FMPs or FMP
amendments (16 U.S.C. 1854(g)(1)(A)-
(B)). NMFS meets with the HMS AP
approximately twice each year to
consider potential alternatives for the
conservation and management of
Atlantic tunas, swordfish, billfish, and
shark fisheries, consistent with the
Magnuson-Stevens Act.

Some of the discussion topics are:

e Outcomes of the 2023 International
Commission for the Conservation of
Atlantic Tunas Annual Meeting;

¢ Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery
update: management and recent trends;

e Atlantic shark fishery update:
management and recent trends;

¢ Amendment 15 to the 2006
Consolidated HMS FMP regarding
spatial management; and

e Atlantic HMS fishing gear
considerations.

We also anticipate inviting other
NMFS offices and the U.S. Coast Guard
to provide updates, if available, on their
activities relevant to HMS fisheries.
Additional information on the meetings
and a copy of the draft agenda will be
posted prior to the meeting (see
ADDRESSES).

All members of the public will have
virtual access to the meeting available
via webinar and status updates of in-
person public access to the meeting will
be available on the NMFS website (see
ADDRESSES). The meeting location is
physically accessible to people with
disabilities. Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Peter Cooper at
301-427-8503, at least 7 days prior to
the meeting.

Dated: April 16, 2024.
Everett Wayne Baxter,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2024—08396 Filed 4—-18-24; 8:45 am]
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COMMITTEE FOR PURCHASE FROM
PEOPLE WHO ARE BLIND OR
SEVERELY DISABLED

Procurement List; Additions and
Deletions

AGENCY: Committee for Purchase From
People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled.

ACTION: Additions to and deletions from
the Procurement List.

SUMMARY: This action adds product(s) to
the Procurement List that will be
furnished by nonprofit agencies
employing persons who are blind or
have other severe disabilities, and
deletes product(s) from the Procurement
List previously furnished by such
agencies.

DATES: Date added to and deleted from
the Procurement List: May 19, 2024.

ADDRESSES: Committee for Purchase
From People Who Are Blind or Severely
Disabled, 355 E Street SW, Suite 325,
Washington, DC 20024.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael R. Jurkowski, Telephone: (703)
489-1322, or email CMTEFedReg@
AbilityOne.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Additions

On 3/15/2024, the Committee for
Purchase From People Who Are Blind
or Severely Disabled (operating as the
U.S. AbilityOne Commission) published
an initial notice of proposed additions
to the Procurement List (89 FR 18912).
This final notice is published pursuant
to 41 U.S.C. 8503(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51—
2.3. The Committee has determined that
the product listed below is suitable for
procurement by the Federal Government
and has added this product to the
Procurement List as a mandatory

purchase for Federal entities. In
accordance with 41 CFR 51-5.2, the
Committee has authorized the qualified
nonprofit agency described with the
product as the source of supply.

After consideration of the material
presented to it concerning capability of
qualified nonprofit agencies to provide
the product(s) and impact of the
additions on the current or most recent
contractors, the Committee has
determined that the product(s) listed
below are suitable for procurement by
the Federal Government under 41 U.S.C.
8501-8506 and 41 CFR 51-2.4.

Regulatory Flexibility Act Certification

I certify that the following action will
not have a significant impact on a
substantial number of small entities.
The major factors considered for this
certification were:

1. The action will not result in any
additional reporting, recordkeeping or
other compliance requirements for small
entities other than the small
organizations that will furnish the
product(s) to the Government.

2. The action will result in
authorizing small entities to furnish the
product(s) to the Government.

3. There are no known regulatory
alternatives which would accomplish
the objectives of the Javits-Wagner-
O’Day Act (41 U.S.C. 8501-8506) in
connection with the product(s)
proposed for addition to the
Procurement List.

End of Certification

Accordingly, the following product is
added to the Procurement List:

Product(s)
NSN(s)—Product Name(s):
4210-01-387-1392—Rake, Collapsible,

Forest Fire

Authorized Source of Supply: BESTWORK
INDUSTRIES FOR THE BLIND, INC,
Cherry Hill, NJ

Contracting Activity: DEFENSE LOGISTICS
AGENCY, DLA TROOP SUPPORT

Mandatory for: Total Government
Requirement

Distribution: The product will be available
through the Commission’s Commercial
Distribution Program

Deletions

On 3/15/2024 (83 FR), the Committee
for Purchase From People Who Are
Blind or Severely Disabled published
notice of proposed deletions from the
Procurement List. This notice is
published pursuant to 41 U.S.C. 8503
(a)(2) and 41 CFR 51-2.3.

After consideration of the relevant
matter presented, the Committee has
determined that the product(s) listed
below are no longer suitable for
procurement by the Federal Government
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