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Applications) in the application 
package.

Note: Due to the upgrading of software, we 
anticipate that the e-Application system will 
be unavailable for several days in mid-
December.

The tentative schedule for this down 
time is from 7 p.m., December 12 until 
6 a.m., December 16, Washington, DC 
time. Please check http://e-grants.ed.gov 
for any updates on the unavailability of 
the e-Application system. 

Electronic Access to This Document 

You may view this document, as well 
as all other Department of Education 
documents published in the Federal 
Register, in text or Adobe Portable 
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet 
at the following site: http://www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister. 

To use PDF you must have Adobe 
Acrobat Reader, which is available free 
at this site. If you have questions about 
using PDF, call the U.S. Government 
Printing Office (GPO) toll free at 1–888–
293–6498; or in the Washington, DC 
area at 202 512–1530.

Note: The official version of this document 
is the document published in the Federal 
Register. Free Internet access to the official 
edition of the Federal Register and the Code 
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO 
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1138–1138d.

Dated: December 12, 2002. 
Sally Stroup, 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Postsecondary 
Education.
[FR Doc. 02–31690 Filed 12–16–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4001–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

[CFDA No. 84.116M] 

Fund for the Improvement of 
Postsecondary Education—Special 
Focus Competition: US-Brazil Higher 
Education Consortia Program 
(Institutional Cooperation and Student 
Mobility in Postsecondary Education 
Between the United States and Brazil)

AGENCY: Department of Education.
ACTION: Notice inviting applications for 
new awards for fiscal year (FY) 2003. 

Purpose of Program: To provide 
grants or enter into cooperative 
agreements to improve postsecondary 
education opportunities by focusing on 
problem areas or improvement 
approaches in postsecondary education. 

Eligible Applicants: Institutions of 
higher education or combinations of 

institutions and other public and private 
nonprofit institutions and agencies. 

Applications Available: December 17, 
2002. 

Deadline for Transmittal of 
Applications: March 28, 2003. 

Deadline for Intergovernmental 
Review: May 27, 2003. 

Estimated Available Funds: $300,000. 
The estimated amount of funds 
available for awards is based on the 
Administration’s request for this 
program for FY 2003. The actual level 
of funding, if any, depends on final 
congressional action. However, we are 
inviting applications to allow enough 
time to complete the grant process if 
Congress appropriates funds for this 
program. 

Estimated Range of Awards: $28,000–
$32,000 for FY 2003; $190,000–
$210,000 for 4-year duration of grant. 

Estimated Average Size of Awards: 
$30,000 for FY 2003; $200,000 for 4-year 
duration of grant. (The first year grant is 
a preparatory phase. The grant amounts 
in subsequent years will be higher 
during the implementation phase of the 
grant). 

Estimated Number of Awards: 10.
Note: The Department is not bound by any 

estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 48 months. 
Applicable Regulations: The 

Education Department General 
Administrative Regulations (EDGAR) in 
34 CFR parts 74, 75, 77, 79, 80, 82, 85, 
86, 97, 98, and 99.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This 
program is a Special Focus Competition 
under the Fund for the Improvement of 
Postsecondary Education (Title VII, Part 
B of the Higher Education Act of 1965, 
as amended) to support projects 
addressing a particular problem area or 
improvement approach in 
postsecondary education. The 
competition also includes an 
invitational priority to encourage 
proposals designed to support the 
formation of educational consortia of 
American and Brazilian institutions to 
encourage cooperation in the 
coordination of curricula, the exchange 
of students, and the opening of 
educational opportunities between the 
United States and Brazil. The 
invitational priority is issued in 
cooperation with Brazil. These awards 
support only the participation of U.S. 
institutions and students in these 
consortia. Brazilian institutions 
participating in any consortium 
proposal responding to the invitational 
priority may apply, respectively, to the 
Coordination of Improvement of 
Personnel of Superior Level (CAPES), 
Brazilian Ministry of Education, for 

additional funding under a separate but 
parallel Brazilian competition. 

Priority 

Invitational Priority 

We are particularly interested in 
applications that meet the following 
invitational priority: 

Projects that support consortia of 
institutions of higher education that 
promote institutional cooperation and 
student mobility between the United 
States and Brazil. 

Under 34 CFR 75.105(c)(1) we do not 
give an application that meets the 
priority a competitive or absolute 
preference over other applications. 

Methods for Applying Selection 
Criteria: The Secretary gives equal 
weight to the listed criteria. Within each 
of the criteria, the Secretary gives equal 
weight to each of the factors. 

Selection Criteria 

In evaluating applications for grants 
under this program competition, the 
Secretary uses the following selection 
criteria chosen from those listed in 34 
CFR 75.210. 

(1) The significance of the proposed 
project, as determined by— 

(a) The extent to which the proposed 
project involves the development or 
demonstration of promising new 
strategies that build on, or are 
alternatives to, existing strategies; 

(b) The likely utility of the products 
(such as information, materials, 
processes, or techniques) that will result 
from the proposed project, including the 
potential for their being used effectively 
in a variety of other settings; and 

(c) The importance or magnitude of 
the results or outcomes likely to be 
attained by the proposed project, 
especially improvements in teaching 
and student achievement. 

(2) The quality of the design of the 
proposed project, as determined by—

(a) The extent to which the goals, 
objectives, and outcomes to be achieved 
by the proposed project are clearly 
specified and measurable; and 

(b) The extent to which the design of 
the proposed project is appropriate to, 
and will successfully address, the needs 
of the target population or other 
identified needs. 

(3) The adequacy of resources, as 
determined by— 

(a) The extent to which the costs are 
reasonable in relation to the objectives, 
design, and potential significance of the 
proposed project; 

(b) The potential for continued 
support of the project after Federal 
funding ends, including, as appropriate, 
the demonstrated commitment of 
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appropriate entities to such support; 
and 

(c) The relevance and demonstrated 
commitment of each partner in the 
proposed project to the implementation 
and success of the project. 

(4) The quality of the project 
personnel, as determined by— 

(a) The qualifications, including 
relevant training and experience, of key 
project personnel; and 

(b) The extent to which the applicant 
encourages applications for employment 
from persons who are members of 
groups that have traditionally been 
underrepresented based on race, color, 
national origin, gender, age, or 
disability. 

Application Procedures:

Note: Some of the procedures in these 
instructions for transmitting applications 
differ from those in the Education 
Department General Administrative 
Regulations (EDGAR) (34 CFR 75.102). Under 
the Administrative Procedure Act (5 U.S.C. 
553) the Department generally offers 
interested parties the opportunity to 
comment on proposed regulations. However, 
these amendments make procedural changes 
only and do not establish new substantive 
policy. Therefore, under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(A), 
the Secretary has determined that proposed 
rulemaking is not required.

Pilot Project for Electronic Submission 
of Applications 

In Fiscal Year 2003, the U.S. 
Department of Education is continuing 
to expand its pilot project for electronic 
submission of applications to include 
additional formula grant programs and 
additional discretionary grant 
competitions. The US-Brazil Higher 
Education Consortia Program—CFDA 
No. 84.116M is one of the programs 
included in the pilot project. If you are 
an applicant under the US-Brazil Higher 
Education Consortia Program—CFDA 
No. 84.116M, you may submit your 
application to us in either electronic or 
paper format. 

The pilot project involves the use of 
the Electronic Grant Application System 
(e-Application) portion of the Grant 
Administration and Payment System 
(GAPS). Users of e-Application will be 
entering data on-line while completing 
their applications. You may not e-mail 
a soft copy of a grant application to us. 
If you participate in this voluntary pilot 
project by submitting an application 
electronically, the data you enter on-line 
will be saved into a database. We 
request your participation in e-
Application. We shall continue to 
evaluate its success and solicit 
suggestions for improvement. 

If you participate in e-Application, 
please note the following: 

• Your participation is voluntary. 
• You will not receive any additional 

point value because you submit a grant 
application in electronic format, nor 
will we penalize you if you submit an 
application in paper format. When you 
enter the e-Application system, you will 
find information about its hours of 
operation. 

• You may submit all documents 
electronically, including the 
Application for Federal Assistance (ED 
424), Budget Information—Non-
Construction Programs (ED 524), and all 
necessary assurances and certifications. 

• After you electronically submit 
your application, you will receive an 
automatic acknowledgement, which 
will include a PR/Award number (an 
identifying number unique to your 
application). 

• Within three working days after 
submitting your electronic application, 
fax a signed copy of the Application for 
Federal Assistance (ED 424) to the 
Application Control Center after 
following these steps: 

(1) Print ED 424 from the e-
Application system. 

(2) The institution’s Authorizing 
Representative must sign this form. 

(3) Place the PR/Award number in the 
upper right hand corner of the hard 
copy signature page of the ED 424. 

(4) Fax the signed ED 424 to the 
Application Control Center at (202) 
260–1349. 

• We may request that you give us 
original signatures on all other forms at 
a later date. 

• Closing Date Extension in Case of 
System Unavailability: If you elect to 
participate in the e-Application pilot for 
the US-Brazil Higher Education 
Consortia Program—CFDA No. 84.116M 
and you are prevented from submitting 
your application on the closing date 
because the e-Application system is 
unavailable, we will grant you an 
extension of one business day in order 
to transmit your application 
electronically, by mail, or by hand 
delivery. 

For us to grant this extension— 
(1) You must be a registered user of 

e-Application, and have initiated an e-
Application for this competition; and 

(2) (a) The e-Application system must 
be unavailable for 60 minutes or more 
between the hours of 8:30 a.m. and 3:30 
p.m., Washington, DC time, on the 
deadline date; or 

(b) The e-Application system must be 
unavailable for any period of time 
during the last hour of operation (that is, 
for any period of time between 3:30 and 
4:30 p.m., Washington, DC time) on the 
deadline date. The Department must 
acknowledge and confirm these periods 

of unavailability before granting you an 
extension. To request this extension you 
must contact either (1) the person listed 
elsewhere in this notice under FOR 
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT or (2) the 
e-Grants help desk at 1–888–336–8930. 

You may access the electronic grant 
application for the US-Brazil Higher 
Education Consortia Program—CFDA 
No. 84.116M at: http://e-grants.ed.gov.

We have included additional 
information about the e-Application 
pilot project (see Parity Guidelines 
between Paper and Electronic 
Applications) in the application 
package. 

For Applications Contact: Education 
Publications Center (ED Pubs), P.O. Box 
1398, Jessup, MD 20794–1398. 
Telephone (toll free): 1–877–433–7827. 
FAX: (301) 470–1244. If you use a 
telecommunications device for the deaf 
(TDD), you may call (toll free): 1–877–
576–7734. 

You may also contact ED Pubs at its 
Web site: http://www.ed.gov/pubs/
edpubs.html. 

Or you may contact ED Pubs at its e-
mail address: edpubs@inet.ed.gov. 

If you request an application from ED 
Pubs, be sure to identify this 
competition as follows: CFDA number 
84.116M.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Copies of the application materials and 
further program information may also be 
obtained from Cindy Fisher, Fund for 
the Improvement of Postsecondary 
Education (FIPSE), U.S. Department of 
Education, 1990 K Street, NW., 8th 
Floor, Washington, DC 20006–8544. 
Telephone: (202) 502–7500. You may 
also request application guidelines by 
submitting the name of the competition 
(US-Brazil) and your name and postal 
address to: fipse@ed.gov. 

Applications are also available on the 
FIPSE Web site at: http://www.ed.gov/
offices/OPE/FIPSE/Brazil/. 

If you use a telecommunications 
device for the deaf (TDD), you may call 
the Federal Information Relay Service 
(FIRS) at 1–800–877–8339. 

Individuals with disabilities may 
obtain a copy of the application package 
in an alternative format (e.g. Braille, 
large print, audiotape, or computer 
diskette) on request to the program 
contact person listed under FOR FURTHER 
INFORMATION CONTACT. However, the 
Department is not able to reproduce in 
an alternative format the standard forms 
included in the application package. 

Electronic Access to This Document 

You may view this document, as well 
as all other Department of Education 
documents published in the Federal 
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Register, in text or Adobe Portable 
Document Format (PDF) on the Internet 
at the following site: http://www.ed.gov/
legislation/FedRegister. 

To use PDF you must have Adobe 
Acrobat Reader, which is available free 
at this site. If you have questions about 
using PDF, call the U.S. Government 
Printing Office (GPO), toll free, at 1–
888–293–6498; or in the Washington, 
DC, area at (202) 512–1530.

Note: The official version of this document 
is the document published in the Federal 
Register. Free Internet access to the official 
edition of the Federal Register and the Code 
of Federal Regulations is available on GPO 
Access at: http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/
index.html.

Program Authority: 20 U.S.C. 1138–
1138d.

Dated: December 12, 2002. 
Sally L. Stroup, 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Postsecondary 
Education.
[FR Doc. 02–31691 Filed 12–16–02; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4000–01–P

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY

Office of Science Financial Assistance 
Program Notice 03–16: Catalysis 
Science

AGENCY: U.S. Department of Energy.
ACTION: Notice inviting grant 
applications. 

SUMMARY: The Office of Basic Energy 
Sciences (BES) of the Office of Science 
(SC), U.S. Department of Energy (DOE), 
hereby announces its interest in 
receiving grant applications for high-
risk, long-term, multi-investigator, 
multidisciplinary research on the 
science of catalysis. See Supplementary 
Information below for specific 
guidelines. The goal of the Catalysis 
Science research effort is to develop 
combined experimental and theoretical 
approaches to enable molecular-level 
understanding of catalytic reaction 
mechanisms, ultimately enabling the 
prediction of catalytic reactivity at 
multiple time and length scales. 
Strongly encouraged are: (a) 
Applications containing synergistic 
integration of physical, chemical, and/or 
biochemical experimentation with solid 
state and molecular reactivity theories; 
(b) applications that integrate atomistic 
design of catalytically active sites; 
molecular, supramolecular or solid-state 
synthesis; and in-situ, time- and space-
resolved, spectroscopy and microscopy; 
(c) applications to identify mechanisms 
and principles common to 
homogeneous, heterogeneous, and bio 

catalysis for the purpose of advancing 
the understanding of catalysis and 
developing novel chemical or physical 
functionalities; and (d) applications to 
understand and manage catalyst 
complexity arising from the 
combination of diverse functionalities, 
namely chemical, biological, electronic, 
optical, magnetic, mechanical, thermal, 
etc. DOE National Laboratory 
investigators should refer to the 
complementary request for proposals 
announced under: http://
www.sc.doe.gov/production/grants/
grants.html.
DATES: Letters of intent are required and 
must include the information specified 
under Application Guidelines, and must 
be submitted by 4:30 p.m., E.S.T., 
February 5, 2003. Full applications must 
be preceded by the letters of intent and 
must be submitted by 4:30 p.m., E.S.T., 
March 26, 2003, in order to be accepted 
for merit review and consideration for 
award during Fiscal Year 2003.
ADDRESSES: Letters of intent must be 
sent as email attachment in PDF format 
to Drs. Raul Miranda 
(raul.miranda@science.doe.gov) and 
William Millman 
(william.millman@science.doe.gov). 
Formal applications referencing 
Program Notice 03–16 must be sent 
electronically by an authorized 
institutional business official through 
DOE’s Industry Interactive Procurement 
System (IIPS) at: http://e-center.doe.gov 
(see also http://www.sc.doe.gov/
production/grants/grants.html.) IIPS 
provides for the posting of solicitations 
and receipt of applications in a 
paperless environment via the Internet. 
In order to submit applications through 
IIPS your business official will need to 
register at the IIPS Web site. The Office 
of Science will include attachments as 
part of this notice that provide the 
appropriate forms in PDF fillable format 
that are to be submitted through IIPS. 
Color images should be submitted in 
IIPS as a separate file in PDF format and 
identified as such. These images should 
be kept to a minimum due to the 
limitations of reproducing them. They 
should be numbered and referred to in 
the body of the technical scientific 
application as Color image 1, Color 
image 2, etc. Questions regarding the 
operation of IIPS may be E-mailed to the 
IIPS Help Desk at: HelpDesk@e-
center.doe.gov or you may call the help 
desk at: (800) 683–0751. Further 
information on the use of IIPS by the 
Office of Science is available at: http:/
/www.sc.doe.gov/production/grants/
grants.html. 

If you are unable to submit the 
application through IIPS, please contact 

the Grants and Contracts Division, 
Office of Science at: (301) 903–5212, in 
order to gain assistance for submission 
through IIPS or to receive special 
approval and instruction on how to 
submit printed applications.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Dr. 
Raul Miranda by telephone at: (301) 
903–8014, or Dr. William Millman at: 
(301) 903–5805, or at the E-mail 
addresses mentioned above, or by mail 
at U.S. Department of Energy, Office of 
Science, SC–14/Germantown Building, 
1000 Independence Avenue, SW., 
Washington, DC 20585–1290.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

General and Particular Goals of This 
Notice 

The general goals of the Catalysis 
Science research effort at the Office of 
Basic Energy Sciences are the following: 
(1) Attain a fundamental scientific 
understanding of catalytic reactivity of 
molecular, supramolecular or nanoscale, 
and condensed matter; (2) acquire basic 
knowledge of the structural, dynamic, 
and electronic aspects of multi-atom 
assemblies that are associated with 
materials undergoing chemical 
transformations and converting or 
transferring energy or mass; and (3) 
develop the methodology and tools to 
design and synthesize hard, soft 
(macromolecular and biological), and 
hybrid materials at the atomic level to 
achieve controlled reactivity, multi-
functionality, and time-dependent 
behavior. 

The particular goal of the Catalysis 
Science effort is to dramatically 
accelerate the development of a 
predictive science of chemical catalysis 
by means of appropriate theoretical and 
experimental collaborations. To that 
end, focused and joint activities among 
complementary scientists and engineers 
will be supported to discover structure-
property relationships and set the 
foundations for comprehensive theories 
of catalyst reactivity and time-
dependent behavior. Consequently, 
support will be given for the use of 
advanced experimental and theoretical 
tools, as well as the development of new 
synthetic, spectroscopic, structural, 
theoretical and information 
management tools, for achieving 
systematic probing and exacting control 
of structure-reactivity relationships. 

Expected Long-Term Impact of the 
Research Funded Under This Notice 

The fundamental understanding 
sought with this research should, in the 
long term, lead to novel molecular or 
nanoscale constructs endowed with 
designed chemical reactivity. As 
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