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Number of Respondents: Examiner
Performance Assessment—30 per year;
Team Leader Performance Assessment—
300 per year.

Average Hours per Response:
Examiner Performance Assessment—20
minutes; Team Leader Performance
Assessment—5 minutes.

Burden Hours: Examiner Performance
Assessment—10 hours; Team Leader
Performance Assessment—25 hours.

Needs and Uses: The purpose of the
information is to help staff collect data
on the skills of the examiners, including
alumni examiners, in order to best
manage training and selection. Because
the examiner selection is so
competitive, examiners need to
demonstrate competencies such as
understanding the Baldrige Criteria,
team skills, and writing skills. The
program also needs to collect peer-based
information to understand an
examiner’s skill level in order to make
decisions on whether the examiner
should be elevated to ‘“‘senior examiner”
and therefore team leader. The blinded
data will be shared with the team leader
for improvement purposes, and for
future assignments.

Affected Public: Individual or
Households.

Frequency: Annually.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

This information collection request
may be viewed at reginfo.gov. Follow
the instructions to view Department of
Commerce collections currently under
review by OMB.

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting ““Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function and
entering the title of the collection.

Sheleen Dumas,

Department PRA Clearance Officer, Office of
the Chief Information Officer, Commerce
Department.

[FR Doc. 2022-26032 Filed 11-28-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-13-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XC400]

Permits; Foreign Fishing

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of application for
transshipment permit; request for
comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS publishes for public
review and comment information
regarding a permit application for
transshipment of farmed salmon from
aquaculture operations in Maine waters
to processing plants in Canada by
Canadian flagged vessels. The
application for a transshipment permit
is submitted under provisions of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). This action is
necessary for NMFS to make a
determination that the permit
application can be approved.

DATES: Written comments must be
received by December 13, 2022.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on this
action, identified by RTID 0648—-XC400
should be sent to Kent Laborde and
Jasmine Prat in the NMFS Office of
International Affairs, Trade, and
Commerce by email at kent.laborde@
noaa.gov and jasmine.prat@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kent
Laborde and Jasmine Prat by email at
kent.laborde@noaa.gov and
jasmine.prat@noaa.gov, or by phone at
301-427-8364.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Background

Section 204(d) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act (16 U.S.C. 1824(d))
authorizes the Secretary of Commerce
(Secretary) to issue a transshipment
permit for a vessel other than a vessel
of the United States to engage in fishing
consisting solely of transporting fish or
fish products at sea from a point within
the United States Exclusive Economic
Zone (EEZ) or, with the concurrence of
a state, within the boundaries of that
state, to a point outside the United
States.

Section 204(d)(3)(D) of the Magnuson-
Stevens Act provides that an application
to transship from U.S. waters to another
country using non-U.S. vessels may not
be approved until the Secretary
determines that “no owner or operator
of a vessel of the United States which
has adequate capacity to perform the
transportation for which the application
is submitted has indicated . . . an
interest in performing the transportation
at fair and reasonable rates.” NMFS is
publishing this notice as part of its effort
to make such a determination with
respect to the application described
below.

Summary of Application

NMEF'S received an application from
True North Salmon Limited Partnership,
Kelly Cove Salmon Limited, and 697002
NB, Inc., requesting authorization to
transfer salmon from U.S. farm pens in
Maine waters to five Canadian vessels
for the purpose of transporting the
salmon to Black’s Harbour, Canada for
processing. The transshipment
operations will occur within the
boundaries of the State of Maine, and
within 12 nautical miles from Maine’s
seaward boundary. NMFS issued
permits for the same vessels for use in
calendar year 2022. Those permits will
expire December 31, 2022.

Dated: November 21, 2022.
Michael T. Brakke,

Acting Director, Office of International
Affairs, Trade, and Commerce, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022—-25955 Filed 11-28-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XC568]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Take of Anadromous Fish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of one permit
application for enhancement and
monitoring purposes, including an
associated Hatchery and Genetic
Management Plan (HGMP), and notice
of availability of a draft environmental
assessment (EA).

SUMMARY: We, NMFS, announce receipt
of a permit application (26277) to
enhance the propagation and survival of
species listed under the Endangered
Species Act (ESA) of 1973, as amended,
from the United States Corps of
Engineers (USACE) and California
Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW). The USACE and CDFW are
requesting for the next 10 years,
hatchery and monitoring activities
associated with the Russian River
Steelhead Program (RRSP). As part of
this permit application, the USACE and
CDFW have submitted an HGMP as an
attachment to the application. This
notice advises the public that the permit
application and associated HGMP are
available for review and comment, prior
to a determination by NMFS on the
issuance of the permit. This document
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serves to notify the public of the
availability of the HGMP and associated
draft EA that analyzes two alternatives
for comment, prior to a decision by
NMFS whether to approve the proposed
hatchery program. The permit
application, and attached HGMP, may
be viewed online at: https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov/preview/preview
open_for comment.cfm.

DATES: Comments or requests for a
public hearing on the application and
associated draft EA must be received at
the appropriate address or fax number
(see ADDRESSES) no later than 5 p.m.
Pacific standard time on December 29,
2022.

ADDRESSES: Written comments on the
application and associated draft EA
should be submitted to the California
Coastal Office, NMFS, 777 Sonoma
Avenue, Room 325, Santa Rosa,
California 95404. Comments may also
be submitted via fax to 707-578-3435,
or by email to bob.coey@noaa.gov
(include the permit number in the
subject line of the fax or email).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Bob
Coey, Santa Rosa, California (phone:
707-575-6090; Fax: 707-578-3435;
bob.coey@noaa.gov). Permit application
instructions are available from the
address above, or online at https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Species Covered in This Notice

The following listed species are
covered in this notice:

o Steelhead (Oncorhynchus mykiss):
threatened Central California Coast
(CCGC) Distinct Population Segment
(DPS);

¢ Coho salmon (Oncorhynchus
kisutch): endangered CCC Evolutionary
Significant Unit (ESU);

¢ Chinook salmon (Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha): threatened California
Coastal (CC) ESU.

NMEF'S issues permits based on
findings that such permits: (1) are
applied for in good faith; (2) if granted
and exercised, would not operate to the
disadvantage of the listed species that
are the subject of the permit; (3) are
consistent with the purposes and
policies of Section 2 of the ESA; (4)
whether the permit would further a
bona fide and necessary or desirable
scientific purpose or enhance the
propagation or survival of the
endangered species, taking into account
the benefits anticipated to be derived on
behalf of the endangered species; and
additional issuance criteria (as listed at
50 CFR § 222.308(c)(5—12)). The
authority to take listed species is subject
to conditions set forth in the permit.

Anyone requesting a hearing on an
application listed in this notice should
set out the specific reasons why a
hearing on that application would be
appropriate (see ADDRESSES). Such
hearings are held at the discretion of the
Assistant Administrator for NMFS.

Permit 26277

The USACE and CDFW have applied
for an enhancement permit under
Section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA for a
period of 10 years that would allow
take, associated with activities
conducted through the Russian River
Steelhead Program (RRSP), of multiple
life stages of CCC steelhead. The permit
would authorize these activities
described in the permit application,
which is accompanied by an HGMP.
The HGMP describes hatchery and
monitoring activities conducted through
the RRSP. Hatchery activities included
in this permit application would result
in take of only CCC steelhead. Hatchery
activities would be permitted pursuant
to the final HGMP. Monitoring,
broodstock collection, and in-river
research activities, also included in the
application, could result in take of CCC
steelhead, CCC coho salmon, and CC
Chinook salmon.

Under permit application 26277, the
USACE and CDFW propose to rear
hatchery steelhead to produce fish for
harvest in sport fisheries in the Russian
River as part of requirements to
“mitigate” for the loss of natural
steelhead production due to the
construction of Warm Springs and
Coyote Valley dams by the USACE.
Proposed take activities for CCC
steelhead include collecting broodstock;
conducting routine hatchery activities
including artificial propagation, rearing,
tissue sampling, and marking; and
transporting and releasing of steelhead
smolts (1-year-old fish) into the Russian
River and Dry Creek. In addition, Permit
26277 includes collection of natural
origin juveniles, monitoring and in-river
research activities, which could involve
take of CCC coho salmon, CC Chinook
salmon, and CCC steelhead.

Until HGMP performance objectives
are met, the RRSP will release a total of
400,000 smolts. Warm Springs Hatchery
(WSH) and Coyote Valley Fish Facility
(CVFF) will each release 200,000
juveniles per year. The percent of
natural origin broodstock target for WSH
is 0.50 requiring a total of 90 natural
origin returns and 315 hatchery origin
returns. The percent of natural origin
broodstock target for CVFF is 0.30
requiring 54 natural origin returns and
351 hatchery origin returns. After
performance targets are met, and
production is increased to 300,000 at

Coyote Valley (totaling 500,000 between
the two facilities), then an additional 45
natural origin returns may need to be
collected and used as broodstock.

The hatchery program releases up to
500,000 yearling steelhead smolts at the
Warm Springs and Coyote Valley
facilities. Of the 500,000 smolts
released, a maximum of 200,000 may be
released at WSH and up to 300,000 at
CVFF as long as HGMP performance
metrics are achieved.

A maximum of 711 adult steelhead
are required to achieve the juvenile
production target of 500,000 yearling
smolts.? Hatchery operations include
spawning of adult fish that enter the
facilities and natural origin spawners
that are collected at traps or other
methods. Operations will also include
egg incubation, and rearing of juvenile
fish and release of smolts per the
HGMP.

Monitoring activities would be
focused on achieving program
performance metrics in the hatchery and
in the natural environment, and for
management of Russian River
recreational sport fisheries. Hatchery
and environmental monitoring will
include annual survey estimates of the
percent of hatchery fish in natural
spawning areas within large sub-
watershed populations in the Russian
River, as well as genetic sampling of
juveniles. Associated sport angling
harvest monitoring will be developed to
improve estimates of catch, retention,
and stray rates from each facility. Based
on the results of these monitoring
activities, the hatchery program will be
modified accordingly to reduce and/or
minimize impacts to natural
populations via recommendations of the
technical advisory committee, which
includes CDFW, USACE, and NMFS.
For a more detailed discussion of the
proposed activities, please see the
permit application package.

Public Comments Solicited

NMEFS invites the public to comment
on the permit application, the
associated HGMP, and the draft EA
(including the submitted alternatives,
information, analyses and summaries)
during a 30-day public comment period
beginning on the date of this notice. The
draft EA is available online at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/west-coast/
laws-and-policies/west-coast-region-
national-environmental-policy-act-
documents. This notice is provided
pursuant to Section 10(c) of the ESA (16

1The actual number of adults used each year will
be dependent on juvenile release number, female
fecundity, the ability to capture natural origin
return adults for broodstock, and pre-spawn
mortality.
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U.S.C. 1529(c)). All comments and
materials received, including names and
addresses, will become part of the
administrative record and may be
released to the public. We provide this
notice in order to allow the public,
agencies, or other organizations to
review and comment on these
documents.

Next Steps

NMFS will evaluate the applications,
associated documents, and comments
submitted to determine whether the
applications meet the requirements of
Section 10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA and
Federal regulations. The final permit
decisions will not be made until after
the end of the 30-day public comment
period and after NMFS has fully
considered all relevant comments
received. NMFS will publish notice of
its final action in the Federal Register.

Authority: Enhancement permits are
issued in accordance with Section
10(a)(1)(A) of the ESA (16 U.S.C. 1531
et. seq.) and regulations governing listed
fish and wildlife permits (50 CFR 222).

Dated: November 23, 2022.

Celeste Stout,

Acting Chief, Endangered Species Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2022-26028 Filed 11-28-22; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XC578]

Research Track Assessment for Spiny
Dogfish and Bluefish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meeting.

SUMMARY: NMFS will convene the
Research Track Assessment Peer Review
Meeting for the purpose of reviewing
Spiny Dogfish and Bluefish stocks. The
Research Track Assessment Peer Review
is a formal scientific peer-review
process for evaluating and presenting
stock assessment results to managers for
fish stocks in the offshore U.S. waters of
the northwest Atlantic. Assessments are
prepared by the research track working
group and reviewed by an independent
panel of stock assessment experts from
the Center of Independent Experts (CIE).
The public is invited to attend the
presentations and discussions between
the review panel and the scientists who
have participated in the stock
assessment process.

DATES: The public portion of the
Research Track Assessment Peer Review
Meeting will be held from December 5,
2022—December 9, 2022. The meeting

MONDAY, DECEMBER 5, 2022

will conclude on December 9, 2022 at 5
p.m. Eastern Standard Time. Please see
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for the
daily meeting agenda.

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held
via WebEx at the following link: https://
noaanmfs-meets.webex.com/noaanmfs-
meets/j.php?MTID=
mb537714866febfc8ede459d55b0482239.
Meeting number (access code): 2764 137
9769; Meeting password:
AhFMe8W3DS5; Phone: +1-415-527—
5035 US Toll.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michele Traver, phone: 508—-257—-1642;
email: michele.traver@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: For
further information, please visit the
Northeast Fisheries Science Center
(NEFSC) website at https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/new-england-
mid-atlantic/population-assessments/
fishery-stock-assessments-new-england-
and-mid-atlantic. For additional
information about research track stock
assessments, please visit the NEFSC
web page at https://www.fisheries.noaa.
gov/new-england-mid-atlantic/
population-assessments/research-track-
stock-assessments.

Daily Meeting Agenda—Research Track
Peer Review Meeting

The agenda is subject to change; all
times are approximate and may be
changed at the discretion of the Peer
Review Chair.

Time

Topic

Presenter(s)

Notes

9am—-915am .....ccooeiiiiiiii

9:15a.m—-9:30 a.m .......eeeeeeereeen.

9:30 am.—10 am .cceeveveiiieeeeeeee

Welcome/Logistics, Introductions/
Agenda/Conduct of Meeting.

Introduction/Executive Summary ..

Term of Reference (TOR) #1

Panel Chair.

(Spiny Dodfish).
Conor McManus

Michele Traver, Assessment
Process Lead, Russ Brown,
PopDy Branch Chief, Yan Jiao,

Conor McManus (WG co-chair),

Ecosystem Data.

10 a.m.-10:30 a.m ..... TOR #3 i Cami McCandless (WG co-chair) | Survey Data.
10:30 a.m.—-10:45 a.m ... Break.
10:45 a.m.—11:45 a.m TOR #2 oo, Kathy Sosebee .........cccocvviennnnnen. Catch Data.
11:45 am—-12:15 p.m ..ccccevreenee Discussion/Summary ...........c..c..... Review Panel.
12:15 p.m.—12:30 p.m ... Public Comment .........ccccovviiene Public.
12:30 p.m.—1:30 p.m ..... Lunch.
1:30 p.m.—2:30 p.m .... TOR#4 oo Dvora Hart, Jui-Han Chang .......... Models.
2:30 p.m.=3 p.m ..... End of Day Wrap-up/Discussion/ Review Panel.

Summary.
3p.m=3:15p.M .cocrriiiiis Public Comment ........cccocvecenennen. Public.
S5 PM e Adjourn.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2022
Time Topic Presenter(s) Notes

9a.m.—9:05a.m ..cccoeeeeriiireeneeee Welcome/Logistics, Introductions/ | Michele Traver, Assessment

Agenda. Process Lead, Yan Jiao, Panel

Chair..

9:05 a.m.—10:30 a.m .....ceeeveeereeennn. TOR #4 cont. ..oooeevvveciiieeeeeeeens Dvora Hart, Jui-Han Chang .......... Models.
10:30 a.m.—10:45 a.m .....cceeeennee Break.
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