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SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE
COMMISSION

[Release No. 34-90335; File No. SR—FINRA-
2020-031]

Self-Regulatory Organizations;
Financial Industry Regulatory
Authority, Inc.; Notice of Designation
of a Longer Period for Commission
Action on a Proposed Rule Change To
Adopt FINRA Rule 6439 (Requirements
for Member Inter-Dealer Quotation
Systems) and Delete the Rules Related
to the OTC Bulletin Board Service

November 4, 2020.

On September 24, 2020, the Financial
Industry Regulatory Authority, Inc.
(“FINRA”) filed with the Securities and
Exchange Commission (“Commission”),
pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”)* and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,? a
proposed rule change to delete the rules
related to the OTC Bulletin Board
Service and cease its operation and to
adopt FINRA Rule 6439 (Requirements
for Member Inter-Dealer Quotation
Systems). The proposed rule change was
published for comment in the Federal
Register on October 7, 2020.3

Section 19(b)(2) of the Act# provides
that within 45 days of the publication of
notice of the filing of a proposed rule
change, or within such longer period up
to 90 days as the Commission may
designate if it finds such longer period
to be appropriate and publishes its
reasons for so finding, or as to which the
self-regulatory organization consents,
the Commission shall either approve the
proposed rule change, disapprove the
proposed rule change, or institute
proceedings to determine whether the
proposed rule change should be
disapproved. The 45th day after
publication of the notice for this
proposed rule change is November 21,
2020. The Commission is extending this
45-day time period.

The Commission finds it appropriate
to designate a longer period within
which to take action on the proposed
rule change so that it has sufficient time
to consider the proposed rule change
and the comments received.
Accordingly, the Commission, pursuant
to Section 19(b)(2) of the Act,5
designates January 5, 2021 as the date
by which the Commission shall either

115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

217 CFR 240.19b—4.

3 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 90067
(October 1, 2020), 85 FR 63314. Comments on the
proposed rule change can be found at: https://
www.sec.gov/comments/sr-finra-2020-031/
srfinra2020031.htm.

415 U.S.C. 78s(b)(2).

51d.

approve or disapprove, or institute
proceedings to determine whether to
disapprove, the proposed rule change
(File No. SR-FINRA-2020-031).

For the Commission, by the Division of
Trading and Markets, pursuant to delegated
authority.®
J. Matthew DeLesDernier,

Assistant Secretary.
[FR Doc. 2020-24886 Filed 11-9-20; 8:45 am]
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NYSEArca-2020-97]

Self-Regulatory Organizations; NYSE
Arca, Inc.; Notice of Filing and
Immediate Effectiveness of Proposed
Rule Change Amending the NYSE Arca
Equities Fees and Charges To Adopt
an Alternative Method To Qualify for
the Tier 2 Pricing Tier

November 4, 2020.

Pursuant to Section 19(b)(1) ? of the
Securities Exchange Act of 1934
(“Act”),2 and Rule 19b—4 thereunder,3
notice is hereby given that on November
2, 2020, NYSE Arca, Inc. (“NYSE Arca”
or “Exchange”) filed with the Securities
and Exchange Commission
(“Commission”) the proposed rule
change as described in Items I, II, and
I below, which Items have been
prepared by the Exchange. The
Commission is publishing this notice to
solicit comments on the proposed rule
change from interested persons.

I. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Terms of Substance of
the Proposed Rule Change

The Exchange proposes to amend the
NYSE Arca Equities Fees and Charges
(“Fee Schedule”) to adopt an alternative
method to qualify for the Tier 2 pricing
tier. The Exchange proposes to
implement the fee change effective
November 2, 2020. The proposed rule
change is available on the Exchange’s
website at www.nyse.com, at the
principal office of the Exchange, and at
the Commission’s Public Reference
Room.

II. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

In its filing with the Commission, the
self-regulatory organization included

617 CFR 200.30-3(a)(31).
115 U.S.C. 78s(b)(1).

215 U.S.C. 78a.

317 CFR 240.19b—4.

statements concerning the purpose of,
and basis for, the proposed rule change
and discussed any comments it received
on the proposed rule change. The text
of those statements may be examined at
the places specified in Item IV below.
The Exchange has prepared summaries,
set forth in sections A, B, and C below,
of the most significant parts of such
statements.

A. Self-Regulatory Organization’s
Statement of the Purpose of, and
Statutory Basis for, the Proposed Rule
Change

1. Purpose

The Exchange proposes to amend the
Fee Schedule to adopt an alternative
method to qualify for the Tier 2 pricing
tier.

The proposed change responds to the
current competitive environment where
order flow providers have a choice of
where to direct liquidity-providing
orders by offering further incentives for
ETP Holders 4 to send additional
liquidity to the Exchange.

The Exchange proposes to implement
the fee change effective November 2,
2020.

Background

The Exchange operates in a highly
competitive market. The Commission
has repeatedly expressed its preference
for competition over regulatory
intervention in determining prices,
products, and services in the securities
markets. In Regulation NMS, the
Commission highlighted the importance
of market forces in determining prices
and SRO revenues and, also, recognized
that current regulation of the market
system ““has been remarkably successful
in promoting market competition in its
broader forms that are most important to
investors and listed companies.” ®

While Regulation NMS has enhanced
competition, it has also fostered a
“fragmented”” market structure where
trading in a single stock can occur
across multiple trading centers. When
multiple trading centers compete for
order flow in the same stock, the
Commission has recognized that “such
competition can lead to the
fragmentation of order flow in that
stock.” 8 Indeed, equity trading is

4 All references to ETP Holders in connection
with this proposed fee change include Market
Makers.

5 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 51808
(June 9, 2005), 70 FR 37496, 37499 (June 29, 2005)
(File No. S7-10-04) (Final Rule) (“Regulation
NMS™).

6 See Securities Exchange Act Release No. 61358,
75 FR 3594, 3597 (January 21, 2010) (File No. S7—
02-10) (Concept Release on Equity Market
Structure).
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