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implementation, allowing participants
to maintain levels of historical
participation rather than forcing
divestiture.

The PCTC Program reduces the
halibut and crab Prohibited Species
Catch (PSC) limits for participating
trawl CVs during the A and B seasons.
NMEFS will apportion halibut and crab
PSC limits to PCTC Program
cooperatives during the annual harvest
specifications process based on the
percentage of total BSAI Pacific cod CQ
allocated to each cooperative.

To support the sustained participation
of AT communities in the Pacific cod
trawl CV fishery, cooperatives are
required to collectively set-aside 12
percent of the A season CQ for delivery
to an Aleutian Islands shoreplant (Al
CQ set-aside) during years in which an
Al community representative notifies
NMFS of their intent to process Pacific
cod.

At this time, NMFS mailed out official
records to eligible participants who
have until October 10, 2023 to submit
the Application for PCTC Program QS to
NMFS. Any participants who do not
join or associate with a cooperative by
November 1 will not receive benefits
from their QS for the 2024 fishing
season. On November 1, 2023, all
cooperatives must submit Applications
for PCTC Program Cooperative Quota to
NMFS. For the calendar year 2023, to
provide for implementation of the
Program during its first year, NMFS will
allow each cooperative to submit the
inter-cooperative agreement on or before
December 31, 2023, after the November
1 deadline for the Application for PCTC
Program CQ.

NMFS is conducting two public
workshops to provide assistance to
fishery participants in reviewing the
requirements of the Program. At the
workshops, NMFS will provide an
overview of the Program, and discuss
the key Program elements, including the
process to apply for QS; cooperative and
limited access participation provisions;
cooperative quota transfer provisions;
the appeals process; monitoring and
enforcement; and electronic reporting.
Additionally, NMFS will answer
questions from workshop participants.
For further information on the Program,
please visit the NMFS Alaska Region
website here: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/action/
amendment-122-fishery-management-
plan-groundfish-bering-sea-and-
aleutian-islands-management.

Special Accommodations

Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Stephanie

Warpinski, stephanie.warpinski@
noaa.gov, at least 5 working days prior
to the meeting date.

Dated: August 23, 2023.
Jennifer M. Wallace,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18530 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Scientific and Statistical Committee
(SSC) will hold a meeting.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Tuesday, September 12, 2023, starting at
10 a.m. and continuing through 1 p.m.
on Wednesday, September 13, 2023. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for agenda
details.

ADDRESSES: This will be an in-person
meeting with a virtual option. SSC
members, other invited meeting
participants, and members of the public
will have the option to participate in
person or virtually via Webex webinar.
Webinar connection instructions and
briefing materials will be available at:
www.mafmec.org/ssc.

Meeting address: Royal Sonesta
Harbor Court Baltimore, 550 Light
Street, Baltimore, MD.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N. State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331; website:
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council; telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: During
this meeting, the SSC will discuss
recent research that evaluates the
science implications and fishery
interactions associated with offshore
wind development. The SSC will
receive an update on the Council’s
development of the Recreational
Measures Setting Process Framework,
including anticipated model

development and management strategy
evaluation analysis to support the
action. The SSC will review and provide
feedback on the updated Scup discard
report and Gear Restricted Area (GRA)
analysis. The SSC will get an overview
of the Northeast commercial port
sampling program and an update on
Atlantic Mackerel management track
stock assessment and projection
scenarios. The SSC will also receive
updates from the SSC ecosystem work
group and the SSC overfishing limit
(OFL) coefficient of variation (CV) sub-
group. The SSC may take up any other
business as necessary.

A detailed agenda and background
documents will be made available on
the Council’s website (www.mafmc.org)
prior to the meeting.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aid should be directed to
Shelley Spedden, (302) 526-5251, at
least 5 days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: August 22, 2023.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023—-18431 Filed 8—-25-23; 8:45 am|
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ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The Western Pacific Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
hold its 149th Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) and its 196th Council
meeting to take actions on fishery
management issues in the Western
Pacific Region. The Council will also
hold meetings of the following standing
committees: Pelagic and International
Standing Committee (SC); Program
Planning SC; Fishing Rights of
Indigenous Peoples SC; and Executive
and Budget SC.

DATES: The meetings will be held
between September 12 and September
20, 2023. For specific times and
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agendas, see SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

ADDRESSES: The 149th SSC meeting will
be held as a hybrid meeting for SSC
members and the public, with a remote
participation option available via
WebEx. In-person attendance will be
hosted at the Council office, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813.

The Pelagic and International SC,
Program Planning SC, Fishing Rights of
Indigenous Peoples SC, and Executive
and Budget SC meetings will be held in-
person at the Council office, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813.

The 196th Council Meeting will be
held as a hybrid meeting for Council
members and the public, with a remote
participation option available via
Webex. In-person attendance will be
hosted at the Ala Moana Hotel, Hibiscus
Ballroom, 410 Atkinson Drive,
Honolulu, HI 96814.

Specific information on joining the
meeting, connecting to the web
conference and providing oral public
comments will be posted on the Council
website at www.wpcouncil.org. For
assistance with the web conference
connection, contact the Council office at
(808) 522-8220.

Council address: Western Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Kitty M. Simonds, Executive Director,
Western Pacific Fishery Management
Council; phone: (808) 522—-8220.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 149th
SSC meeting will be held between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. Hawaii Standard Time
(HST) on September 12—13, and 9 a.m.
and 1 p.m. on September 14, 2023. The
Pelagic and International SC meeting
will be held between 9 a.m. and 11 a.m.
HST on September 15, 2023. The
Program Planning SC meeting will be
held between 11:30 a.m. and 1:30 p.m.
HST on September 15, 2023. The
Fishing Rights of Indigenous Peoples SC
meeting will be held between 2 p.m.
and 4 p.m. on September 15, 2023. The
Executive and Budget SC meeting will
be held between 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.
HST on September 15, 2023. The 196th
Council Meeting will be held between 9
a.m. and 5 p.m. HST on September 18—
20, 2023. Public Comment on Non-
Agenda Items will be held between 4
p-m. and 4:30 p.m. HST on September
18, 2023. The Fishers Forum will be
held between 6 p.m. and 9 p.m. HST on
September 18, 2023.

Agenda items noted as “Final Action”
refer to actions that may result in

Council transmittal of a proposed
fishery management plan, proposed
plan amendment, or proposed
regulations to the U.S. Secretary of
Commerce, under Sections 304 or 305 of
the MSA. In addition to the agenda
items listed here, the Council and its
advisory bodies will hear
recommendations from Council
advisors. An opportunity to submit
public comment will be provided
throughout the agendas. The order in
which agenda items are addressed may
change and will be announced in
advance at the Council meeting. The
meetings will run as late as necessary to
complete scheduled business.

Background documents for the 196th
Council meeting will be available at
www.wpcouncil.org. Written public
comments on final action items at the
196th Council meeting should be
received at the Council office by 5 p.m.
HST, Thursday, September 14, 2023,
and should be sent to Kitty M. Simonds,
Executive Director; Western Pacific
Fishery Management Council, 1164
Bishop Street, Suite 1400, Honolulu, HI
96813, phone: (808) 522-8220 or fax:
(808) 522—-8226; or email: info@
wpcouncil.org. Written public
comments on all other agenda items
may be submitted for the record by
email throughout the duration of the
meeting. Instructions for providing oral
public comments during the meeting
will be posted on the Council website.
This meeting will be recorded (audio
only) for the purposes of generating the
minutes of the meeting.

Agenda for the 149th SSC Meeting

Tuesday, September 12, 2023, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. HST

1. Introductions
2. Approval of Draft Agenda and
Assignment of Rapporteurs
3. Status of the 148th SSC Meeting
Recommendations
4. Pacific Islands Fisheries Science
Center (PIFSC) Director Report
5. Island Fisheries
A. American Samoa Bottomfish
Management Unit Species
A.1. P* and SEEM Working Group
Reports
A.2. Discontinuing the Rebuilding
Plan and Setting Acceptable
Biological Catch for 2024-2026
(Action Item)
B. Main Hawaiian Islands (MHI) Deep
7 Bottomfish Stock Assessment
Western Pacific Stock Assessment
Review (WPSAR) Terms of
Reference
C. MHI Uku Ecosystem and
Socioeconomic Profile Report Cards
D. Public Comment

E. SSC Discussion and

Recommendations
6. Pelagic and International Fisheries

A. American Samoa Longline Fishery
Report

B. Hawaii Longline Fishery Report

C. 2024 U.S. Territorial Bigeye Tuna
Catch Limit and Allocation
Specifications (Action Item)

D. Scenarios for Implementation of
Electronic Monitoring in Western
Pacific Longline Fisheries

E. Feasibility of Stock Assessments for
Incidental Pelagic MUS

F. International Fisheries

F.1. Western and Central Pacific
Ocean (WCPO) Longline
Management Workshop

F.2. 19th Western and Central Pacific
Fisheries Commission (WCPFC)
Science Committee

F.3. 19th International Scientific
Committee (ISC) Meeting

G. Public Comment

H. SSC Discussion and
Recommendations

Wednesday, September 13, 2023, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. HST

7. Protected Species

A. Green Sea Turtle Critical Habitat
Proposed Designations

B. Update on the Hawaii Pelagic False
Killer Whale Assessment Approach

C. Public Comment

D. SSC Discussion and
Recommendations

8. Program Planning and Research

A. NMFS Draft Climate Governance
Policy

B. Inflation Reduction Act Overview

C. Priorities for Addressing Climate
Change in Fishery Management

C.1. NMFS National Activities and
Priorities (including Ocean Climate
Action Plan)

C.2. NMFS Regional Activities and
Priorities (including Pacific Islands
Regional Action Plan & Climate,
Ecosystem and Fisheries Initiative)

C.3. PIFSC Funding Priorities for
Climate-Ready Fisheries (including
Inflation Reduction Act)

C.4. Council Management Priorities
for Addressing Climate ChangeC.5
SSC Discussion on Climate Change
and Fisheries Science Priorities for
Management

D. Proposed Designation of a Pacific
Remote Islands National Marine
Sanctuary

D.1. Updates from Federal Agencies

D.2. Review of Existing Fishing
Regulations and Options for
Developing Fishing Regulations
(Action Item)

E. Council five-year Program Plan
Updates

F. Review of Council Research
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Priorities

G. Review of SSC Plan 2021-2023 and
Development of 2024-2026 Plan

H. National Standards 4, 8 and 9
Review Working Group Report

I. National Academies of Sciences,
Engineering, and Medicine
(NASEM) Committee on Assessing
Equity in the Distribution of
Fisheries Management Benefits

J. Public Comment

K. SSC Discussion and
Recommendations

Thursday, September 14, 2023, 9 a.m. to

1
9

1

p.m. HST

. Other Business
A. December SSC Meetings Dates
0. Summary of SSC Recommendations
to the Council

Agenda for the Pelagic and
International SC Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 9 a.m. to 11

a
1

2.

7.
8.
9.

.m. HST

. Hawaii and American Samoa
Longline Fishery Updates

2024 U.S. Territorial Bigeye Tuna
Catch Limit and Allocation
Specification (Action Item)

. Scenarios for Implementing
Electronic Monitoring in Western
Pacific Longline Fisheries

. Pacific Remote Island Areas Proposed
Sanctuary Updates

. Updates from the U.S. Department of
State

. 19th Scientific Committee of the
WCPFC

. Issues Leading into U.S. Permanent
Advisory Committee to WCPFC

. Advisory Group Report and

Recommendations

Other Business

Public Comment

Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the Program Planning SC
Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 11:30 a.m.
to 1:30 p.m. HST

1
2

3

4

5
6
7

. Welcome and Introductions
. Addressing Climate Change in
Fishery Management
A. NMFS National and Regional
Activities and Priorities
B. Ocean Climate Action Plan
. Inflation Reduction Act
A. Council Management Priorities for
Addressing Climate Change
B. Council Program Planning and
Multi-year Priorities
. Advisory Group Reports and
Recommendations
. Other Business
. Public Comment
. Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the Fishing Rights of
Indigenous Peoples SC Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 2 p.m. to 4
p.m. HST

1.
2.

5.
6.
7.

Welcome and Introductions

Addressing Equity and
Environmental Justice in Fisheries
Management

A. Report on NASEM’s Committee on
Assessing Equity in the Distribution
of Fisheries Management Benefits

B. Updates on NMFS EE]J Regional
Implementation Plan

C. Report out on NMFS engagement in
the Territories

D. Updates on Marine Resource
Education Program (MREP)

. Council Program Planning and Multi-

year Priorities

. Advisory Group Reports and

Recommendations
Other Business
Public Comment
Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the Executive and Budget
SC Meeting

Friday, September 15, 2023, 4:30 p.m. to
6:30 p.m. HST

1.

OO U W

9.

Introductions and Approval of
Agenda

. Financial Reports

. Administrative Reports

. Inflation Reduction Act

. Update on Program Planning

. Climate Change Governance Policy

. Council Family Changes

. Territorial Fishery Management Plan

Development
Meetings and Workshops

10. Other Business
11. Public Comment
12. Discussion and Recommendations

Agenda for the 196th Council Meeting

Monday, September 18, 2023, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. HST

1.
2.

3.
4.

Welcome and Introductions

Oath of Office—New Council
Members

Approval of the 196th CM Agenda

Approval of the 195th CM Meeting
Minutes

. Executive Director’s Report
. Agency Reports

A. National Marine Fisheries Service

A.1. Pacific Islands Regional Office

A.2. Pacific Islands Fisheries Science
Center

B. NOAA Office of General Counsel
Pacific Islands Section

C. Enforcement

C.1. U.S. Coast Guard

C.2. NOAA Office of Law
Enforcement

C.3. NOAA Office of General Counsel
Enforcement Section

D. U.S. State Department

E. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

F. Public Comment

G. Council Discussion and Action

7. Hawai‘i Archipelago & Pacific Remote
Island Areas (PRIA)

A. Moku Pepa

B. Department of Land and Natural
Resources/Division of Aquatic
Resources Report

C. Review of Fishing Regulations in
the Pacific Remote Island Areas

D. Options for Developing Fishing
Regulations in the Proposed Pacific
Remote Islands National Marine
Sanctuary (Initial Action)

E. MHI Deep 7 Bottomfish Stock
Assessment WPSAR Terms of
Reference

F. Hawaii Uku Fishery

F.1. Uku EBFM Project

F.2. MHI Uku Ecosystem and
Socioeconomic Profile Report Card

G. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

G.1. Advisory Panel

G.2. Pelagic Plan Team

G.3. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

G.4. Scientific & Statistical Committee

H. Public Comment

I. Council Discussion and Action

Monday, September 18, 2023, 4 p.m. to
4:30 p.m. HST

Public Comment on Non-Agenda Items

Monday, September 18, 2023, 6 p.m. to
9 p.m. HST

Fishers Forum: What’s in the Gut?

Tuesday, September 19, 2023, 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. HST

8. American Samoa Archipelago

A. Motu Lipoti

B. Department of Marine and Wildlife
Resources Report

C. American Samoa Bottomfish

C.1. P* and SEEM Working Group
Reports

C.2. Discontinuing the Rebuilding
Plan and Annual Catch Limit
Specifications for 2024-2026
(Initial Action)

D. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

D.1. Advisory Panel

D.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

D.3. Scientific & Statistical Committee

E. Public Comment

F. Council Discussion and Action

9. Mariana Archipelago

A. Guam

A.1. Department of Agriculture/
Division of Aquatic and Wildlife
Resources Report

A.2. Isla Informe

A.3. Review of the Guam Marine
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Conservation Plan (Action Item)

B. CNMI

B.1. Arongol Falu

B.2. Department of Land and Natural
Resources/Division of Fish and
Wildlife Report

B.3. Review of the CNMI Marine
Conservation Plan (Action Item)

C. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

C.1. Advisory Panel

C.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

C.3. Scientific and Statistical
Committee

D. Public Comment

E. Council Discussion and Action

10. Protected Species

A. Endangered Species Act and
Marine Mammal Protection Act
Updates

A.1. Green Sea Turtle Critical Habitat
Proposed Designations

A.2. Other Updates

B. Update on the Hawaii Pelagic False
Killer Whale Assessment Approach

C. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

C.1. Advisory Panel

C.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

C.3. Pelagic Plan Team

C.4. Scientific & Statistical Committee

D. Public Comment

E. Council Discussion and Action

Wednesday, September 20, 2023, 9 a.m.
to 5 p.m. HST

11. Program Planning and Research

A. Climate Change Governance Policy

B. Inflation Reduction Act Overview

C. NMFS Priorities for Addressing
Climate Change in Fishery
Management

C.1. National Activities and Priorities
(including Ocean Climate Action
Plan)

C.2. Regional Activities and Priorities
(including Pacific Islands Regional
Action Plan and CEFI)

D. Council Program Planning and
Multi-Year Priorities

D.1. Council Management Priorities
for Addressing Climate Change

D.2. Inflation Reduction Act Planning

E. National Legislative Report

F. Report on National Standard 4, 8,
& 9 Review

G. NASEM Committee on Assessing
Equity in the Distribution of
Fisheries Management Benefits

H. National Seafood Strategy

I. Regional Communications &
Outreach Report

J. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

J.1. Advisory Panel

J.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

J.3. Pelagic Plan Team

J.4. Education Committee

].5. Scientific & Statistical Committee

K. Program Planning Standing
Committee Report

L. Fishing Rights of Indigenous
People Standing Committee Report

M. Public Comment

N. Council Discussion and Action

12. Pelagic & International Fisheries

A. American Samoa Longline Fishery
Report

B. Hawaii Longline Fishery Report

C. 2024 U.S. Territorial Bigeye Tuna
Catch Limit and Allocation
Specification (Final Action)

D. Scenarios for Implementing
Electronic Monitoring in Western
Pacific Longline Fisheries

E. International Fisheries

E.1. 19th Meeting of the ISC

E.2. 19th Scientific Committee of the
WCPFC

E.3. 3rd Western and Central Pacific
Ocean Longline Management
Workshop

F. Advisory Group Report and
Recommendations

F.1. Advisory Panel

F.2. Fishing Industry Advisory
Committee

F.3. Pelagic Plan Team

F.4. Scientific & Statistical Committee

G. Pelagic and International Standing
Committee Report

H. Public Comment

I. Council Discussion and Action

13. Administrative Matters

A. Financial Reports

B. Administrative Reports

C. Council Family Changes

D. Meetings and Workshops

E. Report on Program Plan

F. Executive and Budget Standing
Committee Report

G. Public Comment

H. Council Discussion and Action

14. Other Business

Non-emergency issues not contained
in this agenda may come before the
Council for discussion and formal
Council action during its 196th meeting.
However, Council action on regulatory
issues will be restricted to those issues
specifically listed in this document and
any regulatory issue arising after
publication of this document that
requires emergency action under section
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act,
provided the public has been notified of
the Council’s intent to take action to
address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are accessible to
people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Kitty M. Simonds, (808) 522—-8220

(voice) or (808) 522—-8226 (fax), at least

5 days prior to the meeting date.
Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: August 23, 2023.

Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2023-18492 Filed 8-25-23; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XD286]

Mid-Atlantic Fishery Management
Council (MAFMC); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council’s (MAFMC)
Ecosystem and Ocean Planning
Advisory Panel and Committee will
hold a meeting. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for agenda details.

DATES: The meeting will take place from
Wednesday, September 13, 2023, at 1:30
p.m. to Thursday, September 14, 2023 at
4 p.m.

ADDRESSES: This will be an in-person
meeting with a virtual option. Advisory
Panel and Committee members, other
invited meeting participants, and
members of the public will have the
option to participate in person at the
Royal Sonesta Harbor Court, 550 Light
Street, Baltimore, MD 21202, or
virtually via Webex webinar. Webinar
connection instructions and briefing
materials will be available at
www.mafmc.org/ssc.

Council address: Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, 800 N State
Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901;
telephone: (302) 674—2331; website:
www.mafmec.org.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christopher M. Moore, Ph.D., Executive
Director, Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council, telephone: (302)
526-5255.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: During
this meeting, the Ecosystem and Ocean
Planning Advisory Panel and
Committee will review a draft policy/
process for MAFMC review of exempted
fishing permit applications for species
listed as ecosystem components under
the MAFMC’s Unmanaged Forage
Omnibus Amendment. The Advisory
Panel and Committee will then provide
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