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above, and be sure to include name,
affiliation, and a brief description of the
topic or nature of the statement.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Diane Gianelli, 202/296–4694.

Dated: February 6, 2002.
Dean Clancy,
Executive Director, President’s Council on
Bioethics.
[FR Doc. 02–3626 Filed 2–13–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150–05–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Meeting of the Secretary’s Advisory
Committee on Regulatory Reform

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Planning and Evaluation,
Department of Health and Human
Services.
ACTION: Notice of meeting.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given of a
public hearing by the Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS)
Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Regulatory Reform. As governed by the
Federal Advisory Committee Act in
accordance with Section 10(a)(2), the
Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Regulatory Reform is seeking guidance
for the Department’s efforts to
streamline regulatory requirements. The
Advisory Committee will advise and
make recommendations for changes that
would be beneficial in four broad areas:
Health care delivery, health systems
operations, biomedical and health
research, and the development of
pharmaceuticals and other products.
The Committee will review changes
identified through regional public
hearings, written comments from the
public, and consultation with HHS staff.

All meetings and hearings of the
Committee are open to the general
public. During each meeting, invited
witnesses will address how regulations
affect health-related issues. Meeting
agendas will also allow some time for
public comment. Additional
information on each meeting’s agenda
and list of participating witnesses will
be posted on the Committee’s Web site
prior to the meetings, http://
www.regreform.hhs.gov.

DATES: The first public hearing of the
Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Regulatory Reform will be held on
Monday, February 25, 2002, from 9:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and on Tuesday,
February 26, 2002, from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m.
ADDRESSES: The hearing will be held in
Miami, Florida. Information about the

exact location will be posted at the Web
site address listed above and published
in the Federal Register when the
location has been confirmed.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christy Schmidt, Executive Coordinator,
Secretary’s Advisory Committee on
Regulatory Reform, Office of the
Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation, 200 Independence Avenue,
SW., Room 344G, Washington, DC
20201, (202) 401–5182.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Anyone
planning to attend the meeting who
requires special disability-related
arrangements such as sign-language
interpretation should provide notice of
their need by Tuesday, February 19,
2002. Please make any request to
Michael Starkweather—phone: 301–
628–3141; fax: 301–628–3101; e-mail:
mstarkweather@s-3.com.

On June 8, 2001, HHS Secretary
Thompson announced a Department-
wide initiative to reduce regulatory
burdens in health care, to improve
patient care, and to respond to the
concerns of health care providers and
industry, State and local Governments,
and individual Americans who are
affected by HHS rules. Common sense
approaches and careful balancing of
needs can help improve patient care. As
part of this initiative, the Department is
establishing the Secretary’s Advisory
Committee on Regulatory Reform to
provide findings and recommendations
regarding potential regulatory changes.
These changes would enable HHS
programs to reduce burdens and costs
associated with departmental
regulations and paperwork, while at the
same time maintaining or enhancing the
effectiveness, efficiency, impact, and
access of HHS programs.

Dated: February 7, 2002.
William Raub,
Deputy Assistant Secretary for Planning and
Evaluation.
[FR Doc. 02–3625 Filed 2–13–02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4151–05–P

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of the Secretary

Annual Update of the HHS Poverty
Guidelines

AGENCY: Department of Health and
Human Services.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice provides an
update of the HHS poverty guidelines to
account for last (calendar) year’s

increase in prices as measured by the
Consumer Price Index.
EFFECTIVE DATE: These guidelines go into
effect on the day they are published
(unless an office administering a
program using the guidelines specifies a
different effective date for that
particular program).
ADDRESSES: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Planning and Evaluation,
Room 404E, Humphrey Building,
Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), Washington, DC 20201.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
information about how the poverty
guidelines are used or how income is
defined in a particular program, contact
the Federal (or other) office which is
responsible for that program.

For general questions about the
poverty guidelines (but NOT for
questions about a particular program—
such as the Hill-Burton Uncompensated
Services Program—that uses the poverty
guidelines), contact Gordon Fisher,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for
Planning and Evaluation, Room 404E,
Humphrey Building, Department of
Health and Human Services,
Washington, DC 20201—telephone:
(202) 690–5880; persons with Internet
access may visit the poverty guidelines
Internet site at <http://aspe.hhs.gov/
poverty/poverty.htm>.

For information about the Hill-Burton
Uncompensated Services Program (no-
fee or reduced-fee health care services at
certain hospitals and other health care
facilities for certain persons unable to
pay for such care), contact the Office of
the Director, Division of Facilities
Compliance and Recovery, Health
Resources and Services Administration,
HHS, Room 10C–16, Parklawn Building,
5600 Fishers Lane, Rockville, Maryland
20857. To speak to a person, call (301)
443–5656. To receive a Hill-Burton
information package, call 1–800–638–
0742 (for callers outside Maryland) or
1–800–492–0359 (for callers in
Maryland), and leave your name and
address on the Hotline recording.
Persons with Internet access may visit
the Division of Facilities Compliance
and Recovery Internet home page site at
<http://www.hrsa.gov/osp/dfcr>. The
Division of Facilities Compliance and
Recovery notes that as set by 42 CFR
124.505(b), the effective date of this
update of the poverty guidelines for
facilities obligated under the Hill-
Burton Uncompensated Services
Program is sixty days from the date of
this publication.

For information about the percentage
multiple of the poverty guidelines to be
used on immigration forms such as INS
Form I–864, Affidavit of Support,
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