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Fisheries Act amendments, the Council 
will be required to reduce fishing 
mortality if overfishing is determined to 
be occurring, if the stock is determined 
to be overfished, or if the fishery is 
identified to be approaching an 
overfished condition. The degree to 
which fishing mortality by Council 
managed fisheries should be reduced is 
unclear given that these fisheries are a 
small percentage of Pacific-wide 
harvests. The Council will deliberate on 
the appropriate scale of response, and 
on the appropriate measures that it 
could adopt as a preferred alternative in 
an amendment to the Pelagics FMP, 
should this be required. The Council 
will take public comment on whether an 
amendment to the Pelagics FMP is 
necessary, and if so, what should be the 
preferred alternative in the amendment 
to the Pelagics FMP.

11. Indigenous fishery rights
A. Transmittal of Hawaii marine 

conservation plans
B. Community demonstration projects 

program
(1) Report on first solicitation
(2) Report on 2nd Solicitation
C. Mau Zone community 

development program (see bottomfish)
D. Annual Report to Congress

Friday, June 13, 2003

12. Ecosystems and Habitats
A. Report on the NOS NWHI Reserve 

Science Workshop
B. NMFS/Council NWHI symposium
C. Report from Council MPAs 

working group
D. Report on Secretariat of the Pacific 

Communities Coastal Fishery 
Management Meeting

E. Report on the U.S. Coral Reef Task 
Force Meeting

(1) February 26 Meeting
(2) Pacific coral reef fisheries 

management workshop
F. Status of the Coral Reef Ecosystem 

Fishery Management Plan
13. Bottomfish Fisheries
A. 2002 Annual report modules
B. Status of Main Hawaiian Island 

management program
C. Overfishing control rule/MSY
D. Report on NWHI bottomfish 

observer program
E. New entry criteria for Mau Zone 

community development program 
bottomfish permits (Action item)

F. Guam offshore bottomfish 
management (Action Item)

G. Public hearing on final action for 
Mau Zone community development 
program bottomfish permits and Guam 
offshore bottomfish management.

The Council will consider alternatives 
to take final action on a process for 
issuing NWHI Mau Zone bottomfish 

CDP permits. The three alternatives to 
be considered for selecting participants 
for the program include a random 
selection process (lottery), a weighted 
point system, and evaluation criteria. 
Each alternative will be used in concert 
with the Western Pacific community 
eligibility criteria as described in a 
Federal Register document published 
on April 16, 2002 (67 FR 18512). The 
Council’s preferred alternative adopted 
by the Council at is 117th meeting in 
Saipan on February 12, 2003, was 
incorporated into the existing draft 
framework amendment ‘‘Measure to 
Establish Eligibility Criteria for New 
Entry into the Northwestern Hawaiian 
Islands Mau Zone Limited Access 
System’’. The revised framework 
regulatory amendment incorporates the 
CDP permit issuance process to be 
presented and considered for final 
action by the Council at this meeting.

The Council will also consider 
alternatives and intends to take final 
action to manage Guam’s offshore 
bottomfish fishery. The Council 
considered management alternatives at 
its 117th Council meeting in February 
2003, and selected, as its preferred 
alternative, the option to prohibit 
targeting of bottomfish management unit 
species (BMUS) using vessels longer 
than 50 ft(15.24 m) that fish in Federal 
waters within 50 nautical miles from 
shore. In addition the preferred 
alternative would require Federal 
permits and reports for all vessels over 
50 ft (15.24 m) in length that land 
BMUS in Guam.

Recent entry of larger vessels into the 
Guam bottomfish fishery has raised 
concerns regarding data collection gaps 
and resource status. These vessels 
harvest deep-slope species on offshore 
seamounts (or ‘‘banks’’) in Federal 
waters, land the bottomfish at Guam’s 
commercial port, and export the 
bottomfish to Japan. Neither the level of 
fishing effort nor the amount of 
bottomfish harvested, which is believed 
to have started in 2001, is known. 
Guam’s creel survey does not cover fish 
landed at the commercial port and the 
exported fish are not sold through any 
establishments that participate in the 
voluntary sales ticket monitoring 
program. Onaga (Etelis coruscans) 
appears to be the primary species that 
is targeted.

The southern banks have been fished 
for many years by Guam-based 
bottomfish fishermen using smaller 
vessels that engage in a mix of 
subsistence, recreational, and small-
scale commercial fishing, particularly in 
the summer months, when weather 
conditions tend to be calmer. Most of 
the vessels fishing on the southern 

banks target the shallow-water 
bottomfish complex, but some target the 
deep-water complex.

It is unknown at this time whether the 
new component of the fishery is having 
significant impacts on marine resources. 
Initial discussions with fishery 
managers and Guam’s fishing 
community (through a public scoping 
meeting held on Guam August 8, 2002 
and February 8, 2003), indicate that the 
catch of fish by this new component 
may lead to localized overfishing of the 
bank area.

14. Program Planning
A. Legislation updates
B. Status of Pacific Islands Region
C. Pacific fishery management 

coordinating consultation
D. Social science research planning
E. Exclusive Economic Zone data 

collection
F. Report on fishery data coordination 

committee meeting/WPacFIN
15. Administrative matters
A. Financial reports
B. Administrative reports
C. Upcoming meetings and workshops 

including the 119th Council meeting
D. AP, SSC, PT and Sea turtle working 

group appointments
16. Other business
Although non-emergency issues not 

contained in this agenda may come 
before the Council for discussion, those 
issues may not be the subject of formal 
Council action during this meeting. 
Council action will be restricted to those 
issues specifically listed in this 
document and any issue arising after 
publication of this document that 
requires emergency action under section 
305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act, 
provided the public has been notified of 
the Council’s intent to take final action 
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically 
accessible to people with disabilities. 
Requests for sign language 
interpretation or other auxiliary aids 
should be directed to Kitty M. Simonds, 
808–522–8220 (voice) or 808–522–8226 
(fax), at least 5 days prior to the meeting 
date.

Authority: 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 16, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–12743 Filed 5–21–03; 8:45 am]
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National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

50 CFR Part 660
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RIN 0648–AQ68

Fisheries off West Coast States and in 
the Western Pacific; Pacific Coast 
Groundfish Fishery; Amendment 17

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce.
ACTION: Notice of availability of an 
amendment to a fishery management 
plan; request for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the 
Pacific Fishery Management Council 
(Council) has submitted Amendment 17 
to the Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery 
Management Plan (FMP) for Secretarial 
review. Amendment 17 would revise 
the Council’s annual groundfish 
management process so that it would 
become a biennial process with a NMFS 
public notice and comment period prior 
to implementation of the biennial 
specifications and management 
measures. Amendment 17 is intended to 
ensure that the specifications and 
management measures process comports 
with a Court ruling to make the 
Council’s development process for 
specifications and management 
measures more efficient, and to 
streamline the NMFS regulatory process 
for implementing the specifications and 
management measures.
DATES: Comments on Amendment 17 
must be received on or before July 21, 
2003.
ADDRESSES: Comments on Amendment 
17 or supporting documents should be 
sent to D. Robert Lohn, Administrator, 
Northwest Region, NMFS, Sand Point 
Way NE., BIN C15700, Seattle, WA 
98115–0070; or to Rodney McInnis, 
Acting Administrator, Southwest 
Region, NMFS, 501 West Ocean 
Boulevard, Suite 4200, Long Beach, CA 
90802–4213.

Copies of Amendment 17 and the 
Environmental Assessment/ Regulatory 
Impact Review (EA/RIR) are available 
from Donald McIsaac, Executive 
Director, Pacific Fishery Management 
Council, 2130 SW Fifth Ave., Suite 224, 
Portland, OR 97201.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Yvonne deReynier (Northwest Region, 
NMFS), phone: 206–526–6140; fax: 206–
526–6736 and; e-mail: 
yvonne.dereynier@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Electronic Access
This Federal Register document is 

also accessible via the Internet at the 
Web site of the Office of the Federal 
Register’s Web site at: http://www/
access/gpo.gov/suldocs/aces140.html.

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery 
Conservation and Management Act 
(Magnuson-Stevens Act) requires each 
regional fishery management council to 
submit fishery management plans or 
plan amendments to NMFS for review 
and approval, disapproval, or partial 
approval. The Magnuson-Stevens Act 
also requires NMFS, immediately upon 
receiving a fishery management plan or 
amendment, to publish notification in 
the Federal Register that the fishery 
management plan or plan amendment is 
available for public review and 
comment. At the end of the comment 
period, NMFS considers the public 
comments received during the comment 
period described above in determining 
whether to approve, partially approve, 
or disapprove the fishery management 
plan or plan amendment.

Amendment 17 is administrative in 
nature and is intended to revise Council 
and NMFS processes associated with 
the specifications and management 
measures. This annual process 
establishes harvest ‘‘specifications,’’ 
which are harvest levels or limits such 
as acceptable biological catches, 
optimum yields, or allocations for 
different user groups. Management 
measures, such as trip limits, closed 
times and areas, and gear restrictions are 
also set in the annual regulatory 
process. Since 1990, in order to use the 
most recent scientific information 
possible, the Council has annually 
developed its recommendations for 
specifications and management 
measures in a two-meeting process 
(usually its September and November 
meetings) followed by a NMFS final 
action published in the Federal Register 
and made available for public comment 
after the effective date of the action. In 
2001, NMFS was challenged on this 
process in Natural Resources Defense 
Council, Inc. v. Evans, 168 F.Supp. 2d 
1149 (N.D. Cal. 2001) and the Court 
ordered NMFS to provide prior public 
notice and allow public comment on the 
annual specifications. Amendment 17 
would amend the FMP’s framework for 
developing annual specifications and 
management measures to include time 
for NMFS to publish a proposed rule for 
the specifications and management 
measures, followed by a final rule.

In addition to needing to revise the 
notice and comment procedure 
associated with the specifications and 

management measures, the Council 
wished to take a new look at efficiency 
in the annual management process. 
Groundfish management workload 
levels have grown in recent years, 
particularly those associated with 
setting annual harvest levels for both 
depleted and healthy stocks. Because of 
the increasing workload associated with 
developing specifications and 
management measures, the Council and 
NMFS have had less time for addressing 
many other important groundfish 
fishery management issues. NMFS has 
recently asked all of the fishery 
management councils to consider how 
they might streamline their processes 
for developing regulatory 
recommendations. Amendment 17 
responds to this request by setting the 
specifications and management 
measures process for biennial, rather 
than annual, development and 
implementation.

Public comments on Amendment 17 
must be received by July 21, 2003, to be 
considered by NMFS in the decision 
whether to approve, disapprove, or 
partially approve Amendment 17. A 
proposed rule to implement 
Amendment 17 has been submitted for 
Secretarial review and approval. NMFS 
expects to publish and request public 
comment on proposed regulations to 
implement Amendment 17 in the near 
future.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 16, 2003. 
Bruce C. Morehead,
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 03–12885 Filed 5–21–03; 8:45 am]
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