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cost effective than constructing separate 
desalination plants.
ADDRESSES: To obtain copies of the 
FEIS, contact John F. Barrera (915) 568–
3908 or write to: Fort Bliss Directorate 
of the Environment, ATTN: AZC–DOE–
C, Building 624, Pleasanton Road, Fort 
Bliss, TX 79916–6812.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: John 
F. Barrera, (915) 568–3908.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
proposed desalination plant would treat 
brackish water drawn from the Hueco 
Bolson Aquifer using a technology 
called reverse osmosis (RO). RO uses 
semipermeable membranes to remove 
dissolved solids (primarily salts) from 
brackish water, producing fresh water. 
Water for the desalination process 
would be drawn from existing EPWU 
wells on the east side of El Paso 
International Airport and from proposed 
new wells to be installed on Fort Bliss 
land north of Biggs Army Airfield. The 
plant is being designed to produce 
approximately 27.5 million gallons per 
day (MGD) of drinking water and 3.0 
MGD of a brine called concentrate. To 
implement the proposed desalination 
project, EPWU is applying for an 
easement for land in the South Training 
Areas of Fort Bliss for a desalination 
plant site, 16 new water wells, 
concentrate disposal sites, and various 
connecting pipelines.

The FEIS considers seven alternatives, 
six action alternatives and the No 
Action Alternative. The six action 
alternatives include various 
combinations of three potential sites for 
the proposed desalination plant and two 
methods of disposal on the concentrate. 
The three alternative desalination plant 
sites are located in Training Area 1B of 
the South Training Areas of Fort Bliss, 
adjacent to El Paso International 
Airport, north of Montana Avenue, and 
west of Loop 375. The two concentrate 
disposal methods under consideration 
include (1) injecting the concentrate 
underground into a confined zone 
where it would be isolated from potable 
water sources, or (2) piping the 
concentrate to evaporation ponds, 
where the liquid would evaporate 
leaving a solid salt residue that would 
be trucked to a landfill for final 
disposal. 

Under the No Action Alternative, the 
Army would not provide land on Fort 
Bliss for construction and operation of 
the proposed desalination plant. None 
of the proposed facilities would be 
constructed on Army land at Fort Bliss. 
This alternative could, however, include 
one or more of the following actions 
without Army action or participation: 
construction and operation of a 

desalination plant on non-Army land, 
increase in water conservation 
measures, development of other water 
sources in the El Paso region, and/or 
importation of water from sources 
outside El Paso. Without the proposed 
desalination project, EPWU would 
continue to pump from the freshwater 
layer of the Hueco Bolson Aquifer until 
it no longer met drinking water 
standards. 

The Army has selected Alternative 
3—Constructing the facility north of 
Montana Avenue and using deep well 
injection for the disposal of 
concentrate—as the Preferred 
Alternative. 

The FEIS analyzes the environmental 
consequences each alternative could 
have on geology and soils; water 
resources; utilities and services; 
hazardous materials, hazardous waste, 
and safety; air quality; biological 
resources; land use and aesthetics; 
transportation; cultural resources; and 
socioeconomics and environmental 
justice. In addition, it includes 
comments received on the Draft EIS, 
published August 6, 2004, during the 
public review period that ended 
September 27, 2004, as well as 
responses to those comments. 

Copies of the FEIS are available for 
review at the following libraries in El 
Paso, Texas: El Paso Public Library, 501 
N. Oregon Street; Richard Burgess 
Branch, 9600 Dyer; Irving Schwartz 
Public Library, 1865 Dean Martin Drive; 
and Westside Branch Library, 125 
Belvedere Street.

Hugh M. Exton, Jr., 
Director, SWRO, Installation Management 
Agency.
[FR Doc. 05–689 Filed 1–27–05; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. Chapter 35), the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 
Secretariat will be submitting to the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) a request to review and approve 
an extension of a currently approved 
information collection requirement 
concerning claims and appeals. The 
clearance currently expires on April 30, 
2005.

Public comments are particularly 
invited on: Whether this collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of functions of the FAR, 
and whether it will have practical 
utility; whether our estimate of the 
public burden of this collection of 
information is accurate, and based on 
valid assumptions and methodology; 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and ways in which we can 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, through the use of appropriate 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology.
DATES: Submit comments on or before 
March 29, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any other aspect 
of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this 
burden to the General Services 
Administration, FAR Secretariat (VIR), 
1800 F Street, NW, Room 4035, 
Washington, DC 20405. Please cite OMB 
Control No. 9000–0035, Claims and 
Appeals, in all correspondence.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Rhonda Cundiff, Contract Policy 
Division, GSA (202) 501–0044.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Purpose

It is the Government’s policy to try to 
resolve all contractual issues by mutual 
agreement at the contracting officer’s 
level without litigation. Contractor’s 
claims must be submitted in writing to 
the contracting officer for a decision. 
Claims exceeding $100,000 must be 
accompanied by a certification that (1) 
the claim is made in good faith; (2) 
supporting data are accurate and 
complete; and (3) the amount requested 
accurately reflects the contract 
adjustment for which the contractor 
believes the Government is liable. 
Contractors may appeal the contracting 
officer’s decision by submitting written 
appeals to the appropriate officials.

B. Annual Reporting Burden

Respondents: 4,500.
Responses Per Respondent: 3.

VerDate jul<14>2003 15:43 Jan 27, 2005 Jkt 205001 PO 00000 Frm 00013 Fmt 4703 Sfmt 4703 E:\FR\FM\28JAN1.SGM 28JAN1



4097Federal Register / Vol. 70, No. 18 / Friday, January 28, 2005 / Notices 

Annual Responses: 13,500.
Hours Per Response: 1.
Total Burden Hours: 13,500.
Obtaining Copies of Proposals: 

Requesters may obtain a copy of the 
information collection documents from 
the General Services Administration, 
FAR Secretariat (VIR), Room 4035, 1800 
F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20405, 
telephone (202) 501–4755. Please cite 
OMB Control No. 9000–0035, Claims 
and Appeals, in all correspondence.

Dated: January 19, 2005.
Laura Auletta
Director, Contract Policy Division.
[FR Doc. 05–1576 Filed 1–27–05; 8:45 am]
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SUMMARY: Under the provisions of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44 
U.S.C. Chapter 35), the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation (FAR) 
Secretariat will be submitting to the 
Office of Management and Budget 
(OMB) a request to review and approve 
an extension of a currently approved 
information collection requirement 
concerning accident prevention plans 
and recordkeeping. The clearance 
currently expires May 31, 2005.

Public comments are particularly 
invited on: Whether this collection of 
information is necessary for the proper 
performance of functions of the FAR, 
and whether it will have practical 
utility; whether our estimate of the 
public burden of this collection of 
information is accurate, and based on 
valid assumptions and methodology; 
ways to enhance the quality, utility, and 
clarity of the information to be 
collected; and ways in which we can 
minimize the burden of the collection of 
information on those who are to 
respond, through the use of appropriate 
technological collection techniques or 
other forms of information technology.

DATES: Submit comments on or before 
March 29, 2005.
ADDRESSES: Submit comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any other aspect 
of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this 
burden to the General Services 
Administration, FAR Secretariat (VIR), 
1800 F Street, NW, Room 4035, 
Washington, DC 20405. Please cite OMB 
Control No.9000–0060, accident 
prevention plans and recordkeeping, in 
all correspondence.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT 
Cecelia Davis, Contract Policy Division, 
GSA (202) 219–0202.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

A. Purpose

The FAR clause at 48 CFR 52.236–13 
Accident Prevention requires Federal 
construction contractors to keep records 
of accidents incident to work performed 
under the contract that result in death, 
traumatic injury, occupational disease 
or damage to property, materials, 
supplies or equipment. Records of 
personal inquiries are required by 
OSHA (OMB Control No. 1220–0029). 
The FAR requires records of damage to 
property, materials, supplies or 
equipment to provide background 
information when claims are brought 
against the Government.

If the contract involves work of a long 
duration, the contractor must submit a 
written proposal for implementation of 
the clause. The Accident Prevention 
Plan, for projects that are hazardous or 
of long duration, is analyzed by the 
contracting officer along with the 
agency safety representatives to 
determine if the proposed plan will 
meet the requirement of the safety 
regulations and applicable statutes. The 
records maintained by the contractor are 
used to evaluate compliance and may be 
used in workmen’s compensation cases. 
The Accident Prevention Plan is placed 
in the contract file for reference.

B. Annual Reporting Burden

Respondents: 2,106.
Responses Per Respondent: 2.
Annual Responses: 4,212.
Hours Per Response: 2.
Total Burden Hours: 8,424.
Obtaining Copies of Proposals: 

Requesters may obtain a copy of the 
information collection documents from 
the General Services Administration, 
FAR Secretariat (VIR), Room 4035, 1800 
F Street, NW, Washington, DC 20405, 
telephone (202) 501–4755. Please cite 
OMB Control No. 9000–0060, Accident 
Prevention Plans and Recordkeeping, in 
all correspondence.

Dated: January 19, 2005.
Julia B. Wise
Acting Director, Contract Policy Division.
[FR Doc. 05–1577 Filed 1–27–05; 8:45 am]
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Office of Elementary and Secondary 
Education; Overview Information; 
Improving Literacy Through School 
Libraries Program; Notice Inviting 
Applications for New Awards for Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2005

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
(CFDA) Number: 84.364A.

Dates: 
Applications Available: January 28, 

2005. 
Deadline for Transmittal of 

Applications: March 14, 2005. 
Deadline for Intergovernmental 

Review: May 13, 2005. 
Eligible Applicants: Local Educational 

Agencies (LEAs) in which at least 20 
percent of the students served by the 
LEA are from families with incomes 
below the poverty line based on the 
most recent satisfactory data available 
from the U.S. Census Bureau at the time 
this notice is published. This data is 
Small Area Income and Poverty 
Estimates for school districts for income 
year 2002. A list of LEAs with their 
family poverty rates (based on this 
Census Bureau data) is posted on our 
Web site at: http://www.ed.gov/
programs/lsl/eligibility.html. 

Estimated Available Funds: 
$19,683,264. Of that amount, 
$19,092,766 will be awarded 
competitively. Contingent upon the 
availability of funds and quality of 
applications, the Secretary may make 
additional awards in FY 2006 from the 
list of unfunded applicants from this 
competition. 

Estimated Range of Awards: $30,000 
to $350,000.

Note: Actual award amounts will be based 
on the number of schools and students 
served by the project.

Estimated Average Size of Awards: 
$190,000. 

Estimated Number of Awards: 100.
Note: The Department is not bound by any 

estimates in this notice.

Project Period: Up to 12 months. 

Full Text of Announcement 

I. Funding Opportunity Description 

Purpose of Program: The purpose of 
this program is to improve student 
reading skills and academic 
achievement by providing students with
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