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recommendations on how to increase 
the private sector role, including the 
role of private foundations, in 
strengthening these institutions, with 
particular emphasis also given to 
enhancing institutional planning and 
development, strengthening fiscal 
stability and financial management, and 
improving institutional infrastructure, 
including the use of technology, to 
ensure the long-term viability and 
enhancement of these institutions; (b) to 
advise the President and the Secretary 
of Education (Secretary) on the needs of 
HBCUs in the areas of infrastructure, 
academic programs, and faculty and 
institutional development; (c) to advise 
the Secretary in the preparation of an 
annual Federal plan for assistance to 
HBCUs in increasing their capacity to 
participate in Federal programs; (d) to 
provide the President with an annual 
progress report on enhancing the 
capacity of HBCUs to serve their 
students; and (e) to develop, in 
consultation with the Department of 
Education and other Federal agencies, a 
private sector strategy to assist HBCUs. 

Agenda: The purpose of the meeting 
is to receive and deliberate on 
legislative and policy issues pertinent to 
the Board and the nation’s HBCUs and 
to discuss relevant issues to be 
addressed in the Board’s multiyear 
annual report. 

Additional Information: Individuals 
who will need accommodations for a 
disability in order to attend the meeting 
(e.g., interpreting services, assistive 
listening devices, or material in 
alternative format) should notify 
ReShone Moore at (202) 502–7893, no 
later than Thursday, September 8, 2005. 
We will attempt to meet requests for 
accommodations after this date, but 
cannot guarantee their availability. The 
meeting site is accessible to individuals 
with disabilities. 

An opportunity for public comment is 
available on Thursday, September 15, 
2005, between 2 p.m.–3 p.m. Those 
members of the public interested in 
submitting written comments may do so 
at the address indicated above by 
Thursday, September 8, 2005. 

Records are kept of all Board 
proceedings and are available for public 
inspection at the Office of the White 
House Initiative on Historically Black 
Colleges and Universities, U.S. 
Department of Education, 1990 K Street, 
NW., Washington, DC 20006, during the 
hours of 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Margaret Spellings, 
Secretary of Education, U.S. Department of 
Education. 
[FR Doc. 05–17138 Filed 8–26–05; 8:45 am] 
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Notice of Availability of the 
Environmental Assessment 
Supporting the Department of Energy’s 
Application to the Department of the 
Interior for a Public Land Order To 
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Mining Claims 

AGENCY: Office of Civilian Radioactive 
Waste Management, U.S. Department of 
Energy. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
availability, and opportunity for public 
review and comment, of the 
environmental assessment (EA) that 
supports the Department of Energy’s 
(DOE) application to the Department of 
the Interior, filed with the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM), for a Public 
Land Order to withdraw public lands 
within and surrounding the Caliente 
Rail Corridor. As applied for, the 
withdrawal would preclude surface 
entry and new mining claim locations 
for a 20 year period. 
DATES: Comments should be received by 
DOE no later than September 28, 2005. 
ADDRESSES: Comments, or requests for 
copies of the draft EA, should be sent to 
Lee Bishop, EA Document Manager, 
United States Department of Energy, 
1551 Hillshire Drive, Las Vegas, NV 
89134. Requests for copies of the draft 
EA may also be made by calling 1–800– 
225–6972. The draft EA and electronic 
comment forms are available at http:// 
www.ocrwm.doe.gov. Comments may 
also be faxed to 1–800–967–0739. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Lee 
Bishop, EA Document Manager, at the 
address above or at 1–800–225–6972. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: A notice 
of proposed withdrawal was published 
in the Federal Register on December 29, 
2003 (68 FR 74965–74968), stating that 
the Bureau of Land Management had 
received an application from DOE to 
withdraw for 20 years approximately 
308,600 acres of public land from 
surface entry and mining locations 
while DOE evaluates the land for the 
potential construction, operation, and 
maintenance of a branch rail line. The 
rail line would be used for the 
transportation of spent nuclear fuel and 
high-level radioactive waste as provided 
under the Nuclear Waste Policy Act of 
1982, as amended (42 U.S.C. 10101 et 
seq.). BLM held public meetings on the 
application in June 2004. 

In accordance with 43 CFR 2310.3– 
2(b)(3), DOE has prepared a draft EA to 

support its application, with the BLM 
participating as a cooperating agency. 
The application seeks a Public Land 
Order for the purpose of precluding 
surface entry and the location of new 
mining claims which could interfere 
with the evaluation of the land. The 
proposed Public Land Order would not 
affect existing mining claims or other 
activities such as grazing rights, water 
rights, and recreational uses. 

The draft EA may be reviewed on the 
Internet at http://www.ocrwm.doe.gov. 
Copies of the EA may also be obtained 
by contacting Mr. Lee Bishop (see 
address above). Comments may be 
submitted to Mr. Bishop or through the 
comment form at the above website, and 
should be received by September 28, 
2005. 

Three public meetings on the draft EA 
will be held as follows: 

Monday, September 12, 2005, 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., Longstreet Inn & Casino, 
Highway 373, Amargosa Valley, NV; 

Tuesday, September 13, 2005, 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., Goldfield School Gymnasium, 
233 Ramsey, Goldfield, NV; and 

Thursday, September 15, 2005, 4 p.m. 
to 8 p.m., Caliente Youth Center, U.S. 
Highway 93, Caliente, NV. 

Comments received will be 
considered in finalizing the EA. After 
the EA is finalized it will be formally 
submitted to the BLM. The BLM will 
subsequently make a recommendation 
to the Secretary of the Interior, who will 
make a final determination regarding 
DOE’s application for a Public Land 
Order. 

Issued in Washington, DC. 
Paul M. Golan, 
Principal Deputy Director, Office of Civilian 
Radioactive Waste Management. 
[FR Doc. 05–17143 Filed 8–26–05; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 6450–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Environmental Management Site- 
Specific Advisory Board, Paducah 

AGENCY: Department of Energy (DOE). 
ACTION: Notice of open meeting. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces a 
meeting of the Environmental 
Management Site-Specific Advisory 
Board (EMSSAB), Paducah. The Federal 
Advisory Committee Act (Pub. L. 92– 
463, 86 Stat. 770) requires that public 
notice of this meeting be announced in 
the Federal Register. 
DATES: Thursday, September 15, 2005 
5:30 p.m.–9 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: 111 Memorial Drive, 
Barkley Centre, Paducah, Kentucky 
42001. 
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