>
GPO,

Federal Register/Vol. 85, No. 227 /Tuesday, November 24, 2020/ Notices

75107

member companies. The Wisconsin
Council of Safety Supervisors, a
subdivision of the WMCA, composed of
safety and personnel supervisors from
regulated for-hire and private motor
carriers, unanimously voted at its most
recent meeting to support the J. J. Keller
petition, citing the safety benefits and
referencing similar FMCSA exemptions
granted to other ADAS camera
technology suppliers. Seventy-two
individuals provided comments on the
J. J. Keller application, with some
arguing that the driver-facing portion of
the ADAS camera could present a
distraction to the driver. Some
commenters also expressed concern that
the camera could create a visual blind
spot that may obstruct the driver’s view
of traffic and traffic signs and signals in
certain driving situations.

FMCSA Decision

FMCSA has evaluated the J. J. Keller
exemption application. The ADAS
camera system housing is approximately
3.6 inches tall, and is mounted near the
top of the center of the windshield, with
the bottom of the camera housing
located approximately 8 inches below
the top of the area swept by the
windshield wipers. The camera needs to
be mounted in this location for optimal
functionality of the ADAS system. The
desired optimal functionality and the
relative size of the camera system
precludes mounting it (1) higher in the
windshield, and (2) within 4 inches
from the top of the area swept by the
windshield wipers to comply with
§393.60(e)(1)(i1)(A).

The Agency believes that granting the
temporary exemption to allow
placement of the ADAS camera lower
than currently permitted by Agency
regulations will likely provide a level of
safety that is equivalent to, or greater
than, the level of safety achieved
without the exemption because (1)
based on the information available,
there is no indication that the ADAS
camera would obstruct drivers’ views of
the roadway, highway signs and signals,
and surrounding traffic; (2) generally,
trucks and buses have an elevated
seating position that greatly improves
the forward visual field of the driver
and any impairment of available sight
lines would be minimal; and (3) the
mounting location where the bottom of
the ADAS camera housing will not
exceed 8 inches below the upper edge
of the area swept by the windshield
wipers outside the driver’s and
passenger’s normal sight lines to the
road ahead, highway signs and signals,
and all mirrors, will be reasonable and
enforceable at roadside. In addition, the
Agency believes the use of the ADAS

camera by fleets is likely to improve the
overall level of safety for the motoring
public.

This action is consistent with the
following previously issued Agency
actions permitting the placement of
similarly-sized devices on CMVs
outside the driver’s sight lines to the
road, and highway signs and signals:
Samsara Networks, Inc. 85 FR 68409
(Oct. 28, 2020), Nauto Inc. 85 FR 64220
(Oct. 9, 2020), Lytx Inc. 85 FR 30121
(May 21, 2020), and Navistar Inc. 84 FR
64952 (Nov. 25, 2019). FMCSA is
unaware of any evidence showing that
installation of other vehicle safety
technologies mounted on the interior of
the windshield has resulted in any
degradation in safety.

Terms and Conditions for the
Exemption

The Agency hereby grants the
exemption for a 5-year period,
beginning November 24, 2020 and
ending November 24, 2025. During the
temporary exemption period, motor
carriers will be allowed to operate
CMVs equipped with J. J. Keller’s ADAS
camera in the approximate center of the
top of the windshield and such that the
bottom edge of the camera housing is
approximately 8 inches below the upper
edge of the area swept by the
windshield wipers, outside of the
driver’s and passenger’s normal sight
lines to the road ahead, highway signs
and signals, and all mirrors. The
exemption will be valid for 5 years
unless rescinded earlier by FMCSA. The
exemption will be rescinded if: (1)
motor carriers and/or commercial motor
vehicles fail to comply with the terms
and conditions of the exemption; (2) the
exemption has resulted in a lower level
of safety than was maintained before it
was granted; or (3) continuation of the
exemption would not be consistent with
the goals and objectives of 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315(h).

Interested parties possessing
information that would demonstrate
that motor carriers operating CMVs
equipped with J. J. Keller’'s ADAS
camera are not achieving the requisite
statutory level of safety should
immediately notify FMCSA. The
Agency will evaluate any such
information and, if safety is being
compromised or if continuation of the
exemption is not consistent with 49
U.S.C. 31136(e) and 31315(b), will take
immediate steps to revoke the
exemption.

Preemption

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31315(d), as implemented by 49 CFR
381.600, during the period this

exemption is in effect, no State shall
enforce any law or regulation applicable
to interstate commerce that conflicts
with or is inconsistent with this
exemption with respect to a firm or
person operating under the exemption.
States may, but are not required to,
adopt the same exemption with respect
to operations in intrastate commerce.

James W. Deck,

Deputy Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2020-25889 Filed 11-23-20; 8:45 am]
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ACTION: Notice of final disposition.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its
decision to renew exemptions for nine
individuals from the requirement in the
Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations (FMCSRs) that interstate
commercial motor vehicle (CMV)
drivers have ‘“‘no established medical
history or clinical diagnosis of epilepsy
or any other condition which is likely
to cause loss of consciousness or any
loss of ability to control a CMV.” The
exemptions enable these individuals
who have had one or more seizures and
are taking anti-seizure medication to
continue to operate CMVs in interstate
commerce.

DATES: Each group of renewed
exemptions were applicable on the
dates stated in the discussions below
and will expire on the dates provided
below.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Christine A. Hydock, Chief, Medical
Programs Division, (202) 366—4001,
fmesamedical@dot.gov, FMCSA,
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, Room W64-224,
Washington, DC 20590-0001. Office
hours are from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m., ET,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. If you have questions
regarding viewing or submitting
material to the docket, contact Dockets
Operations, (202) 366—9826.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:


mailto:fmcsamedical@dot.gov
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I. Public Participation
A. Viewing Documents and Comments

To view comments, as well as any
documents mentioned in this notice as
being available in the docket, go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Insert the
docket number, FMCSA—-2013—-0444,
FMCSA-2014-0212, FMCSA-2015—
0321, FMCSA-2018-0051, FMCSA—
2018-0052, or FMCSA-2018-0053, in
the keyword box, and click “Search.”
Next, click the “Open Docket Folder”
button and choose the document to
review. If you do not have access to the
internet, you may view the docket
online by visiting Dockets Operations in
Room W12-140 on the ground floor of
the DOT West Building, 1200 New
Jersey Avenue SE, Washington, DC
20590, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., ET,
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 366—9317 or
(202) 366—9826 before visiting Dockets
Operations.

B. Privacy Act

In accordance with 5 U.S.C. 553(c),
DOT solicits comments from the public
to better inform its rulemaking process.
DOT posts these comments, without
edit, including any personal information
the commenter provides, to
www.regulations.gov, as described in
the system of records notice (DOT/ALL~
14 FDMS), which can be reviewed at
www.lransportation.gov/privacy.

II. Background

On August 17, 2020, FMCSA
published a notice announcing its
decision to renew exemptions for nine
individuals from the epilepsy and
seizure disorders prohibition in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(8) to operate a CMV in
interstate commerce and requested
comments from the public (85 FR
50064). The public comment period
ended on September 16, 2020, and no
comments were received.

FMCSA has evaluated the eligibility
of these applicants and determined that
renewing these exemptions would
achieve a level of safety equivalent to,
or greater than, the level that would be
achieved by complying with
§391.41(b)(8).

The physical qualification standard
for drivers regarding epilepsy found in
§391.41(b)(8) states that a person is
physically qualified to drive a CMV if
that person has no established medical
history or clinical diagnosis of epilepsy
or any other condition which is likely
to cause the loss of consciousness or any
loss of ability to control a CMV.

In addition to the regulations, FMCSA
has published advisory criteria? to
assist medical examiners in determining
whether drivers with certain medical
conditions are qualified to operate a
CMV in interstate commerce.

I1I. Discussion of Comments

FMCSA received no comments in this
proceeding.

IV. Conclusion

Based on its evaluation of the nine
renewal exemption applications,
FMCSA announces its decision to
exempt the following drivers from the
epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in § 391.41(b)(8).

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e)
and 31315(b), the following groups of
drivers received renewed exemptions in
the month of August and are discussed
below.

As of August 1, 2020, and in
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b), the following eight
individuals have satisfied the renewal
conditions for obtaining an exemption
from the epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in the FMCSRs for interstate
CMV drivers (85 FR 50064):

Brian Checkley (NJ)
Steven Ford (WI)
Paul Gomez (CA)
Thomas Ork (NY)
Milton Tatham (NV)
Phillip Moore (CT)
Joshua Thomas (MN)
Troy Nichols (TX)

The drivers were included in docket
number FMCSA-2013-0444, FMCSA—-
2015-0321, FMCSA-2018-0051,
FMCSA-2018-0052, and FMCSA-2018—
0053. Their exemptions were applicable
as of August 1, 2020, and will expire on
August 1, 2022.

As of August 28, 2020, and in
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b), the following individual has
satisfied the renewal conditions for
obtaining an exemption from the
epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in the FMCSRs for interstate
CMYV drivers (85 FR 50064):

Terry Hamby (NC)

This driver was included in docket
number FMCSA-2014—-0212. The
exemption was applicable as of August
28, 2020, and will expire on August 28,
2022.

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31315(b), each exemption will be valid

1These criteria may be found in APPENDIX A TO
PART 391—MEDICAL ADVISORY CRITERIA,
section H. Epilepsy: § 391.41(b)(8), paragraphs 3, 4,
and 5, which is available on the internet at https://
www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/CFR-2015-title49-vol5/pdf/
CFR-2015-title49-vol5-part391-appA.pdf.

for 2 years from the effective date unless
revoked earlier by FMCSA. The
exemption will be revoked if the
following occurs: (1) The person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption; (2) the exemption has
resulted in a lower level of safety than
was maintained prior to being granted;
or (3) continuation of the exemption
would not be consistent with the goals
and objectives of 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b).

Larry W. Minor,

Associate Administrator for Policy.

[FR Doc. 2020-25886 Filed 11-23-20; 8:45 am]
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Proposed Agency Information
Collection Activities; Comment
Request

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA), Department of
Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comment.

SUMMARY: Under the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), this notice
announces that FRA is forwarding the
Information Collection Request (ICR)
abstracted below to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review and comment. The ICR describes
the information collection and its
expected burden. On August 26, 2020,
FRA published a notice providing a 60-
day period for public comment on the
ICR.

DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before
December 24, 2020.

ADDRESSES: Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed ICR
should be sent within 30 days of
publication of this notice to
www.reginfo.gov/public/do/PRAMain.
Find this particular ICR by selecting
“Currently under 30-day Review—Open
for Public Comments” or by using the
search function.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Qiana Swayne, Information Collection
Clearance Officer, Federal Railroad
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590
(telephone: (202) 493—0414) or
Qiana.Swayne@dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The PRA,
44 U.S.C. 3501-3520, and its
implementing regulations, 5 CFR part
1320, require Federal agencies to issue
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