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with a description of how that 
information supports the claim. In 
determining whether to object, the 
Administrator will not consider 
arguments, assertions, claims, or other 
information incorporated into the 
petition by reference. For each claim 
raised, the petition must identify the 
following: 

(i) The specific grounds for an 
objection, citing to a specific permit 
term or condition where applicable. 

(ii) The applicable requirement as 
defined in § 70.2, or requirement under 
this part, that is not met. 

(iii) An explanation of how the term 
or condition in the permit, or relevant 
portion of the permit record or permit 
process, is not adequate to comply with 
the corresponding applicable 
requirement or requirement under this 
part. 

(iv) If the petition claims that the 
permitting authority did not provide for 
a public participation procedure 
required under § 70.7(h), the petition 
must identify specifically the required 
public participation procedure that was 
not provided. 

(v) Identification of where the issue 
was raised with reasonable specificity 
during the public comment period 
provided for in § 70.7(h), citing to any 
relevant page numbers in the public 
comment submitted to the permitting 
authority and attaching this public 
comment to the petition. If the grounds 
for the objection were not raised with 
reasonable specificity during the public 
comment period, the petitioner must 
demonstrate that such grounds arose 
after that period, or that it was 
impracticable to raise such objections 
within that period, as required under 
§ 70.8(d) of this part. 

(vi) Unless the grounds for the 
objection arose after the public 
comment period or it was impracticable 
to raise the objection within that period 
such that the exception under § 70.8(d) 
applies, the petition must identify 
where the permitting authority 
responded to the public comment, 
including page number(s) in the 
publicly available written response to 
comment, and explain how the 
permitting authority’s response to the 
comment is inadequate to address the 
issue raised in the public comment. If 
the response to comment document 
does not address the public comment at 
all, the petition must state that. 

(b) Timeliness. In order for the EPA to 
be able to determine whether a petition 
was timely filed, the petition must have 
or be accompanied by one of the 
following: A date or time stamp of 
receipt through EPA’s designated 
electronic submission system as 

described in § 70.14; a date or time 
stamp on an electronic submission 
through EPA’s designated email address 
as described in § 70.14; or a postmark 
date generated for a paper copy mailed 
to EPA’s designated physical address. 
■ 6. Add § 70.13 to read as follows: 

§ 70.13 Documents that may be 
considered in reviewing petitions. 

The information that the 
Administrator considers in making a 
determination whether to grant or deny 
a petition submitted under § 70.8(d) of 
this part on a proposed permit generally 
includes the petition itself, including 
attachments to the petition, and the 
administrative record for the proposed 
permit. For purposes of this paragraph, 
the administrative record for a 
particular proposed permit includes the 
draft and proposed permits; any permit 
applications that relate to the draft or 
proposed permits; the statement 
required by § 70.7(a)(5) (sometimes 
referred to as the ‘statement of basis’); 
any comments the permitting authority 
received during the public participation 
process on the draft permit; the 
permitting authority’s written responses 
to comments, including responses to all 
significant comments raised during the 
public participation process on the draft 
permit; and all materials available to the 
permitting authority that are relevant to 
the permitting decision and that the 
permitting authority made available to 
the public according to § 70.7(h)(2) of 
this part. If a final permit is available 
during the agency’s review of a petition 
on a proposed permit, that document 
may also be considered as part of 
making a determination whether to 
grant or deny the petition. 
■ 7. Add § 70.14 to read as follows: 

§ 70.14 Submission of petitions. 
Any petition to the Administrator 

must be submitted through the 
Operating Permits Group in the Air 
Quality Policy Division in the Office of 
Air Quality Planning and Standards, 
using one of the three following 
methods, as described at the EPA Title 
V Petitions website: An electronic 
submission through the EPA’s 
designated submission system identified 
on that website (the agency’s preferred 
method); an electronic submission 
through the EPA’s designated email 
address listed on that website; or a 
paper submission to the EPA’s 
designated physical address listed on 
that website. Any necessary attachments 
must be submitted together with the 
petition, using the same method as for 
the petition. Once a petition has been 
successfully submitted using one of 
these three methods, the petitioner 

should not submit additional copies of 
the petition using another method. The 
Administrator is not obligated to 
consider petitions submitted to the 
agency using any method other than the 
three identified in this section. 
[FR Doc. 2020–01099 Filed 2–4–20; 8:45 am] 
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SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the 
commercial per-trip possession limit for 
southern red hake has been reduced for 
the remainder of the 2019 fishing year. 
Regulations governing the small-mesh 
multispecies fishery require this action 
to prevent the southern red hake total 
allowable landing limit from being 
exceeded. This announcement informs 
the public of the reduced southern red 
hake possession limit. 
DATES: Effective February 3, 2020, 
through April 30, 2020. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Laura Hansen, Fishery Management 
Specialist, (978) 281–9225. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 
Regulations governing the red hake 
fishery are found at 50 CFR part 648. 
The small-mesh multispecies fishery is 
managed primarily through a series of 
exemptions from the Northeast 
Multispecies Fisheries Management 
Plan. The regulations describing the 
process to adjust inseason commercial 
possession limits of southern red hake 
are described in §§ 648.86(d)(4) and 
648.90(b)(5). These regulations require 
the NMFS Regional Administrator, 
Greater Atlantic Region, to reduce the 
southern red hake per-trip possession 
limit from 5,000 lb (2,268 kg) to the 
incidental limit of 400 lb (181 kg) when 
landings are projected to reach or 
exceed 90 percent of the total allowable 
landings (TAL), unless such a reduction 
is expected to prevent the TAL from 
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being reached. The final rule 
implementing the small-mesh 
multispecies specifications for 2018– 
2020 (83 FR 27713; June 14, 2018) set 
the southern red hake inseason 
adjustment threshold for the 2019 
fishing year as 605,169 lb (274,500 kg); 
90 percent of the southern red hake TAL 
for the year. 

Based on commercial landings data 
reported through January 14, 2020, the 
southern red hake fishery is projected to 
reach 90 percent of the TAL on or 
around February 2, 2020. We do not 
anticipate that this reduced possession 
limit will prevent the TAL from being 
achieved. Therefore, effective February 
3, 2020, no person may possess on 
board or land more than 400 lb (181 kg) 
of southern red hake per trip for the 

remainder of the fishing year, through 
April 30, 2020. 

Classification 

This action is required by 50 CFR part 
648 and is exempt from review under 
Executive Order 12866. 

The Assistant Administrator for 
Fisheries, NOAA, finds good cause 
under 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B) to waive prior 
notice and the opportunity for public 
comment because it would be contrary 
to the public interest. This action 
reduces the per-trip possession limit for 
southern red hake to the incidental limit 
of 400 lb (181 kg) until April 30, 2020, 
under current small-mesh multispecies 
fishery regulations. The regulations at 
§ 648.86(d) require such action to ensure 
that commercial small-mesh 
multispecies vessels do not exceed the 

TAL set for the southern red hake stock. 
While we do not project that the 
southern red hake TAL will be 
exceeded, a delay in implementation of 
this reduction to solicit prior public 
comment could undermine the 
conservation objectives of the Northeast 
Multispecies Fishery Management Plan. 
Therefore, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
553(d)(3), the Assistant Administrator 
further finds good cause to waive the 
30-day delayed effectiveness period for 
the reason stated above. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: January 30, 2020. 
Jennifer M. Wallace, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2020–02175 Filed 2–3–20; 4:15 pm] 
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