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regarding the potential impact on state
and federal laws, and on consumers of
the removal of the foreclosure and rental
default notices exception from the
ESIGN Act would assist in this
evaluation.

The ESIGN Section 103 Evaluation

The ESIGN Act directs the Assistant
Secretary of Communications and
Information to conduct an evaluation of
the exceptions set out in section 103 of
the Act to determine whether the
exceptions continue to be necessary for
the protection of consumers, and to
submit a report to Congress on the
results of the evaluation no later than
June 30, 2003. The Assistant Secretary
for Communications and Information is
the chief administrator of NTIA. As the
President’s principal advisor on
telecommunications policies pertaining
to the Nation’s economic and
technological advancement, NTIA is the
executive branch agency responsible for
developing and articulating domestic
and international telecommunications
policy.

The ESIGN section 103 evaluation is
intended to examine the current status
of federal and state regulations that
govern, and industry practices among
companies that issue notices for
residential default, foreclosure, and
eviction in preparation for a report to
Congress on whether this exception
remains necessary to protect consumers.
This evaluation is not a review or
analysis of federal and state regulations
and rules relating to residential default,
foreclosure, or eviction notices for the
purpose of recommending changes to
those regulations but to advise Congress
of the current state of law, practice, and
procedure regarding this issue.
Comments filed in response to this
Notice should not be considered to have
a connection with or impact on ongoing
specific federal and state procedures or
rulemaking proceedings concerning
residential default, foreclosure, and
eviction notices.

Invitation to Comment

NTIA requests that all interested
parties submit written comments on any
issue of fact, law, or policy that may
assist in the evaluation required by
section 103(c). We invite comments on
ESIGN generally that assists in
evaluating the narrower issues
associated with residential default,
foreclosure, and eviction notices as
governed by the substantive law in these
areas. The following questions are
intended to provide guidance as to the
specific subject areas to be examined as
a part of the evaluation. Commenters are
invited to discuss any relevant issue,

regardless of whether it is identified
below.

1. Provide information regarding
federal, state, and municipal
regulations, laws, and ordinances that
require written notice to consumers for
residential defaults, foreclosures, and
evictions.

2. Provide state Uniform Electronic
Transactions Act (UETA) provisions
that require written notice to consumers
by excluding housing foreclosure,
repossession, and default notices from
the provisions of the statute.

3. Describe state or federal
regulations, other than UETA or ESIGN
laws, that require residential default,
foreclosure, and eviction notices to be
provided in written form or to be
excluded from the operation of ESIGN
or the applicable state UETA.

4. Provide information regarding
federal, state, and municipal laws or
regulations that allow notice to
consumers regarding residential
defaults, foreclosures, and evictions in
an electronic format.

5. Discuss the impact that the removal
of the residential default, foreclosure,
and eviction notices exception from
ESIGN, to allow mortgage or rental
companies to send notices by electronic
methods mail, may have on consumers
and on federal or state consumer
protection policies.

6. If it is necessary to retain the
residential default, foreclosure, or
eviction notices exception to the ESIGN
requirements, discuss the interest that
this exception continues to serve or
protect.

7. Discuss the methods that are
available for consumer protection, if the
residential default, foreclosure, and
eviction notices exception to ESIGN is
eliminated from the statute. Describe the
methods that may be used to verify:

a. the notice was sent and/or received;

b. the security of the transmission;
and

c. the recipient has the capability of
receiving and reading the notice.

8. What effect, if any, would the
elimination of the residential default,
foreclosure, and eviction notices
exception to ESIGN have on the mission
of federal and state agencies and
organizations that have regulatory
authority over the process and service of
notice of default, eviction and
foreclosure?

Please provide copies of studies,
reports, opinions, research or other
empirical data referenced in the
responses.

Dated: November 12, 2002.
Kathy D. Smith,

Chief Counsel, National Telecommunications
and Information Administration.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Joint Military Intelligence College
Board of Visitors Closed Meeting

AGENCY: Joint Military Intelligence
College, Defense Intelligence Agency,
DoD.

ACTION: Notice of closed meeting.

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the provisions of
subsection (d) of section 10 of Public
Law 92-463, as amended by section 5 of
Public Law 94409, notice is hereby
given that a closed meeting of the
Defense Intelligence Agency Joint
Military Intelligence College Board of
Visitors has been scheduled as follows:

DATES: Tuesday, January 7, 2003, 0800
to 1700; and Wednesday, January 8,
2003, 0800 to 1200.

ADDRESSES: Joint Military Intelligence
College, Washington, DC 20340-5100.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
A. Denis Clift, President, Defense
Intelligence Agency Joint Military
Intelligence College, Washington, DC
20340-5100, telephone: 202—-231-3344.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The entire
meeting is devoted to the discussion of
classified information as defined in
section 552b(c)(1), title 5 of the United
States Code and therefore will be closed.
The Board will discuss several current
critical intelligence issues and advise
the Director, Defense Intelligence
Agency, as to the successful
accomplishment of the mission assigned
to the Joint Military Intelligence College.

Dated: November 4, 2002.
Patricia L. Toppings,

Alternate OSD Federal Register Liaison
Officer, Department of Defense.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Office of the Secretary

Change in Meeting Date of the DOD
Advisory Group on Electron Devices

AGENCY: Advisory Group on Electron
Devices, Department of Defense.

ACTION: Notice.
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