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A person requesting that information
contained in a comment submitted by
that person be treated as confidential
business information must certify that
such information is business
confidential and would not customarily
be released to the public by the
submitter. Confidential business
information must be clearly designated
as such and the submission must be
marked “BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL”
at the top and bottom of the cover page
and each succeeding page of the
submission.

Information or advice contained in a
comment submitted, other than business
confidential information, may be
determined by USTR to be confidential
in accordance with section 135(g)(2) of
the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2155(g)(2)). If the submitting person
believes that information or advice may
qualify as such, the submitting person—

(1) Must clearly so designate the
information or advice;

(2) Must clearly mark the material as
“SUBMITTED IN CONFIDENCE’at the
top and bottom of each page of the cover
page and each succeeding page; and

(3) Is encouraged to provide a non-
confidential summary of the
information or advice.

Pursuant to section 127(e) of the
URAA (19 U.S.C. 3537(e)), USTR will
maintain a file on this dispute
settlement proceeding, accessible to the
public, in the USTR Reading Room,
which is located at 1724 F Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20508. The public file
will include non-confidential comments
received by USTR from the public with
respect to the dispute; if a dispute
settlement panel is convened, the U.S.
submissions to that panel, the
submissions, or non-confidential
summaries of submissions, to the panel
received from other participants in the
dispute, as well as the report of the
panel; and, if applicable, the report of
the Appellate Body. An appointment to
review the public file (Docket No. WT/
DS-212, Change in Ownership
Methodology Dispute) may be made by
calling the USTR Reading Room at (202)
395-6186. The USTR Reading Room is
open to the public from 9:30 a.m. to
noon and 1 p.m. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.

Daniel E. Brinza,

Assistant United States Trade Representative
for Monitoring and Enforcement.
[FR Doc. 04—28626 Filed 12—29-04; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3190-W5-P

OFFICE OF THE UNITED STATES
TRADE REPRESENTATIVE

[Docket No. WTO/DS324]

WTO Dispute Settlement Proceeding
Regarding United States—Provisional
Antidumping Measures on Shrimp
From Thailand

AGENCY: Office of the United States
Trade Representative.
ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Office of the United
States Trade Representative (“USTR”) is
providing notice that on December 9,
2004, Thailand requested consultations
with the United States under the
Marrakesh Agreement Establishing the
World Trade Organization (“WTO
Agreement”’) concerning the imposition
of provisional antidumping measures on
shrimp from Thailand. That request may
be found at http://www.wto.org
contained in a document designated as
WT/DS324/1. USTR invites written
comments from the public concerning
the issues raised in this dispute.

DATES: Although USTR will accept any
comments received during the course of
the dispute settlement proceedings,
comments should be submitted on or
before January 15, 2005 to be assured of
timely consideration by USTR.
ADDRESSES: Comments should be
submitted (i) electronically, to
FR0501@ustr.eop.gov, Attn: “Thailand
Shrimp Provisional AD Dispute
(DS324)” in the subject line, or (ii) by
fax, to Sandy McKinzy at (202) 395—
3640. For documents sent by fax, USTR
requests that the submitter provide a
confirmation copy to the electronic mail
address listed above.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jeff
Weiss, Assistant General Counsel, Office
of the United States Trade
Representative, 600 17th Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20508, (202) 395—4498.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Section
127(b) of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act (“URAA”) (19 U.S.C.
3537(b)(1)) requires that notice and
opportunity for comment be provided
after the United States submits or
receives a request for the establishment
of a WTO dispute settlement panel.
Consistent with this obligation, but in
an effort to provide additional
opportunity for comment, USTR is
providing notice that consultations have
been requested pursuant to the WTO
Understanding on Rules and Procedures
Governing the Settlement of Disputes
(“DSU”). If such consultations should
fail to resolve the matter and a dispute
settlement panel is established pursuant
to the DSU, such panel, which would

hold its meetings in Geneva,
Switzerland, would be expected to issue
a report on its findings and
recommendations within six to nine
months after it is established.

Major Issues Raised by Thailand

On August 4, 2004, the Department of
Commerce published in the Federal
Register notice of its affirmative
preliminary less-than-fair-value
(“LTFV”’) determination in an
investigation concerning certain frozen
and canned warm water shrimp from
Thailand (69 Fed. Reg. 47,100). That
notice contains the estimated margins of
LTFV sales, as provided in section 733
of the Tariff Act of 1930, as amended.

In its request for consultations,
Thailand alleges that the United States
“through its use of “zeroing” * * *
failed to make a fair comparison
between the export price and the normal
value and calculated distorted margins
of dumping,” and therefore violated
Articles 2.4 and 2.4.2 of the AD
Agreement; that its use of “‘adverse facts
available” to determine normal values
for one Thai exporter was inconsistent
with Articles 6.8 and 6.13 and
paragraphs 3, 5, 6, and 7 of Annex II of
the AD Agreement; and that the U.S.
“failure to make due allowances * * *
for differences that affected price
comparability between export prices
and normal values for the Thai
exporters, including differences relating
to levels of trade and duty drawback
payments” also was inconsistent with
Article 2.4 of the AD Agreement.

Further, Thailand’s consultation
request states that, as a result of “‘the
foregoing methodologies, calculations,
comparisons, and determinations,” the
United States has acted inconsistently
with Articles 1 and 7.1 of the AD
Agreement and Article VI of the GATT
1994.

Public Comment: Requirements for
Submissions

Interested persons are invited to
submit written comments concerning
the issues raised in this dispute. Persons
may submit their comments either (i)
electronically, to FR0501@ustr.eop.gov,
Attn: “Thailand Shrimp Provisional AD
Dispute (DS324)” in the subject line, or
(ii) by fax to Sandy McKinzy at (202)
395-3640. For documents sent by fax,
USTR requests that the submitter
provide a confirmation copy to the
electronic mail address listed above.

USTR encourages the submission of
documents in Adobe PDF format, as
attachments to an electronic mail.
Interested persons who make
submissions by electronic mail should
not provide separate cover letters;
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information that might appear in a cover
letter should be included in the
submission itself. Similarly, to the
extent possible, any attachments to the
submission should be included in the
same file as the submission itself, and
not as separate files.

A person requesting that information
contained in a comment submitted by
that person be treated as confidential
business information must certify that
such information is business
confidential and would not customarily
be released to the public by the
submitter. Confidential business
information must be clearly designated
as such and the submission must be
marked “BUSINESS CONFIDENTIAL”
at the top and bottom of the cover page
and each succeeding page.

Information or advice contained in a
comment submitted, other than business
confidential information, may be
determined by USTR to be confidential
in accordance with section 135(g)(2) of
the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C.
2155(g)(2)). If the submitter believes that
information or advice may qualify as
such, the submitter—

(1) Must clearly so designate the
information or advice;

(2) Must clearly mark the material as
“SUBMITTED IN CONFIDENCE” at the
top and bottom of the cover page and
each succeeding page; and

(3) Is encouraged to provide a non-
confidential summary of the
information or advice.

Pursuant to section 127(e) of the
URAA (19 U.S.C. 3537(e)), USTR will
maintain a file on this dispute
settlement proceeding, accessible to the
public, in the USTR Reading Room,
which is located at 1724 F Street, NW.,
Washington, DC 20508. The public file
will include non-confidential comments
received by USTR from the public with
respect to the dispute; if a dispute
settlement panel is convened, the U.S.
submissions to that panel, the
submissions, or non-confidential
summaries of submissions, to the panel
received from other participants in the
dispute, as well as the report of the
panel; and, if applicable, the report of
the Appellate Body. An appointment to
review the public file (Docket No. WT/
DS-324, Thailand Shrimp Provisional
AD Dispute) may be made by calling the
USTR Reading Room at (202) 395—6186.
The USTR Reading Room is open to the

public from 9:30 a.m. to noon and 1
p-m. to 4 p.m., Monday through Friday.

Bruce R. Hirsh,

Acting Assistant United States Trade
Representative for Monitoring and
Enforcement.

[FR Doc. 04-28627 Filed 12—29-04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3190-W5-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
[Docket No. 0ST-2004-19172]

Office of Small & Disadvantaged
Business Utilization and Minority
Resource Center; Notice of Request
for New Data Collection;

AGENCY: Office of the Secretary, DOT.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In compliance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. 3501 et seq.), OSDBU invites
public comment on a public information
collection, which will be submitted to
OMB for approval. Copies of the public
information collection may be obtained
by contacting Nancy Strine, Manager,
Short-term Lending Program, Office of
Small and Disadvantaged Business
Utilization, U.S. Department of
Transportation, 400 Seventh Street,
SW., Washington, DC 20590, (202) 366—
5344.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before January 14, 2005.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT DMS Docket Number
0OST-2004-19172 by any of the
following methods:

e Web Site: http://dms.dot.gov.
Follow the instructions for submitting
comments on the DOT electronic docket
site.

e Fax: 1-202-493-2251.

e Mail: Docket Management Facility;
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Nassif Building,
Room P1-401, Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

e Hand Delivery: Room PL—401 on
the plaza level of the Nassif Building,
400 Seventh Street, SW., Washington
DC, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except on Federal
holidays.

¢ Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
http://www.regulations.gov. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

Instructions: All submissions must
include the agency name and docket
number or Regulatory Identification
Number (RIN) for this rulemaking. For
detailed instructions submitting
comments and additional information
on the rulemaking process, see the

Public Participation heading of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section of
this document. Note that all comments
received will be posted without change
to http://dms.dot.gov including any
personal information provided. Please
see the Privacy Act heading under
Regulatory Notes.

Docket: For access to the docket to
read background documents or
comments received, go to http://
dms.dot.gov at any time or to Room PL—
401 on the plaza level of the Nassif
Building, 400 Seventh Street, SW.,
Washington, DC, between 9 a.m. and 5
p.-m., Monday through Friday, except
Federal Holidays.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Nancy Strine, Manager, Short-term
Lending Program, Office of Small and
Disadvantaged Business Utilization,
U.S. Department of Transportation, 400
Seventh Street, SW., Washington, DC
20590, (202) 366—5344.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Title: Short-term Loan Program
Online Application.

OMB Control Number: N/A.

Type of Request: New request for data
collection.

Abstract: In accordance with 49
U.S.C. 332(b)(2), (5), the Office of Small
and Disadvantaged Business Utilization
and Minority Resource Center is
authorized to facilitate, encourage,
promote, and assist minority
entrepreneurs and businesses in getting
transportation-related contracts,
subcontracts, and projects related to
those business opportunities. In
response to developmental need, the
U.S. Department of Transportation
(DOT) Short Term Lending Program
(STLP) was developed by the Office of
Small and Disadvantaged Business
Utilization and Minority Resource
Center to offer certified Disadvantaged
Business Enterprises (DBEs) the
opportunity to obtain short-term
working capital at prime interest rates
for transportation related contracts. DBE
firms participating in the STLP program
will submit loan applications on-line to
participating DOT Preferred Bank
Lenders (PBL). The cumulative data
collected will be analyzed by the Office
of Small and Disadvantaged Business
Utilization and Minority Resource
Center and PBLs to determine the
eligibility of DBEs for revolving lines of
credit to finance accounts receivable
arising from transportation-related
contracts. The information will also be
used to increase uniformity among
participating PBLs.

Respondents: Disadvantaged Business
Enterprises (DBEs).

Estimated Number of Respondents:
50.
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