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“Federal Government Securities” in the
“Cash and Investments” section. The
decision to revise this classification was
reached after multiple meetings with
economists from the Federal Reserve
Board. The Federal Reserve Board uses
these data to track the public sector
portion of the Flow of Funds Accounts.
It was determined that federally
sponsored agency securities were better
classified under Federal Government
Securities instead of Corporate Bonds.

Affected Public: State, local or tribal
governments.

Frequency: Quarterly.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.,
Section 182.

OMB Desk Officer: Brian Harris-
Kojetin, (202) 395-7314.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482—0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW, Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dhynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to Brian Harris-Kojetin, OMB
Desk Officer either by fax (202) 395—
7245) or email (bharrisk@omb.eop.gov).

Dated: December 22, 2011

Glenna Mickelson,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2011-33224 Filed 12—27-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request

The Department of Commerce will
submit to the Office of Management and
Budget (OMB) for clearance the
following proposal for collection of
information under the provisions of the
Paperwork Reduction Act (44 U.S.C.
chapter 35).

Agency: U.S. Census Bureau.

Title: Federal Statistical System
Public Opinion Survey.

OMB Control Number: None.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Request: New collection.

Burden Hours: 11.667.

Number of Respondents: 70,000.

Average Hours Per Response: 10
minutes.

Needs and Uses: The Census Bureau
is seeking ways to reverse the decline in
response rates for its ongoing surveys to

avoid both increasing operational costs
and potential declines in data quality.
We hypothesize that members of the
public would voluntarily cooperate
more extensively with federal surveys if
they trust the federal statistical system
and the resulting federal statistics.
Therefore, we propose to collect
information about public awareness and
attitudes towards federal statistics and
the federal statistical system. The
information collected will assist the
Census Bureau in addressing attitudes,
beliefs, and concerns the public may
have regarding its trust (confidence) in
federal statistics and in the collection of
statistical information by the federal
government from the public, as well as
attitudes toward and knowledge of the
statistical uses of administrative
records. The data will also allow us to
understand how current events
influence public perception towards
federal statistics.

From February 2012 through
September 2013, the Census Bureau will
add 25 questions nightly onto an
ongoing data collection by the Gallup
organization. Approximately nineteen of
the 25 questions will be core questions
and approximately 6 will be available
for rotation. Core questions will focus
on awareness of and attitudes towards
federal statistics and federal statistical
agencies. There will be 1-2 core
questions on attitudes towards the
statistical use of administrative records.
Core questions will be used to explore
relationships among the concepts,
develop a time series and measure any
“shocks” to the system. Shocks could
include any current events that may
impact awareness or attitudes towards
topics being measured. They may
include things like data breaches (public
or private sector), elections, or any
unanticipated news event that may alter
public perception. By having a
continual data collection, we will be
able to look for changes in public
perception after any of these types of
events occur or look for underlying
causes when we see a change in the
time series.

Up to 20 times during the data
collection, roughly monthly, up to 6
questions may be rotated in the survey.
Rotating questions will be used for three
distinct purposes:

o First, experiments will be planned
for questions surrounding public
opinion of statistical uses of
administrative records. Topics of
experiments will include public
perception of the quality of such
records, public perception of privacy
and confidentiality implications of such
use, and differentiation between types
of administrative records and types of

statistical uses. These experiments will
be conducted using different frames
around questions, varying the types of
records mentioned and the methods of
use in the question, willingness-to-pay/
stated preference questions, and so on.
These types of questions would use up
to 6 questions in the nightly interview
and would be fielded for a pre-specified
amount of time. These experimental
questions will be submitted to OMB at
a later date as an addendum to this
submission, although some examples
are provided as illustrative examples in
Attachment B.

¢ Second, rotating questions will be
used around known, planned events to
gage awareness of those events and
opinions about the relationship (if any)
between those events and the federal
statistical system. Examples of planned
events are the presidential election,
release of particular statistics, and any
pre-planned public awareness activities.
These types of questions would add up
to 3 questions in the nightly interview
and would be fielded for a limited
amount of time surrounding the
particular event. The particular
questions will be submitted to OMB at
a later date as an addendum to this
submission, but would ask things like
awareness of the event, and opinions
about the relationship (if any) between
those events and the federal statistical
system.

e Third, we may wish to add rotating
questions very quickly after an
unanticipated event to gage awareness
of those events and opinions about the
relationship (if any) between those
events and the federal statistical system.
These could be events like a data breach
(public or private sector), political
scandal, or any other unanticipated
news event that may alter public
perceptions. Gallup can add questions
with as little as 48 hours notice. These
types of questions would add up to 3
questions in the nightly interview and
would be fielded for a limited amount
of time surrounding the particular
event. These questions would be
submitted to OMB for a quick-turn-
around approval and would be very
limited in scope to address the
particular unanticipated event.

These public opinion data will enable
the Census Bureau to better understand
public perceptions, which will provide
guidance for communicating with the
public and for future planning of data
collection that reflects a good
understanding of public perceptions
and concerns. Because all federal
statistical agencies are also facing these
issues of declining response rates and
increasing costs in a time of constrained
budgets, the Census Bureau will share
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the results of these surveys with other
federal statistical agencies, to maximize
the utility of this information collection
and ultimately, the quality and
efficiency of federal statistics.
Specifically, the member agencies of the
Interagency Gouncil on Statistical Policy
(ICSP) have expressed an interest in this
effort. A subgroup of ICSP member
agencies have been particularly helpful
in developing this proposal. They
include the National Agricultural
Statistics Service, the National Center of
Health Statistics, the Economic
Research Service, Statistics of Income
Division (IRS), and the Statistical and
Science Policy Office, Office of
Management and Budget. We refer to
this working group as the Federal
Statistical System (FSS) Team. The ICSP
agencies will use results from this data
collection to inform public
communication and for future planning
of data collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households.

Frequency: One time.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.

Legal Authority: Title 13 U.S.C.
Chapter 5.

OMB Desk Officer: Brian Harris-
Kojetin, (202) 395-7314.

Copies of the above information
collection proposal can be obtained by
calling or writing Diana Hynek,
Departmental Paperwork Clearance
Officer, (202) 482—0266, Department of
Commerce, Room 6616, 14th and
Constitution Avenue NW., Washington,
DC 20230 (or via the Internet at
dhynek@doc.gov).

Written comments and
recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be sent
within 30 days of publication of this
notice to Brian Harris-Kojetin, OMB
Desk Officer either by fax (202) 395—
7245) or email (bharrisk@omb.eop.gov).

Dated: December 22, 2011.

Glenna Mickelson,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2011-33268 Filed 12-27-11; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-07-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
U.S. Census Bureau

Proposed Information Collection;
Comment Request; The American
Community Survey 2013 Content
Changes and Internet Response Mode

AGENCY: U.S. Census Bureau.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, as part of its continuing

effort to reduce paperwork and
respondent burden, invites the general
public and other Federal agencies to
take this opportunity to comment on
proposed and/or continuing information
collections, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13 (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: To ensure consideration, written
comments must be submitted on or
before February 27, 2012.

ADDRESSES: Direct all written comments
to Diana Hynek, Departmental
Paperwork Clearance Officer,
Department of Commerce, Room 6616,
14th and Constitution Avenue NW.,
Washington, DC 20230 (or via the
Internet at dHynek@doc.gov).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
copies of the information collection
instrument(s) and instructions should
be directed to Cheryl Chambers, U.S.
Census Bureau, American Community
Survey Office, Washington, DC 20233
by FAX to (301) 763—8070 or via the
internet at
ACSO.communications@census.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
1. Abstract

The American Community Survey
(ACS) collects detailed population and
housing data every month and provides
tabulations of these data on a yearly
basis. In the past, the long-form data
were collected only at the time of each
decennial census. After years of
development and testing, the ACS began
full implementation in households in
January 2005 and in group quarters
(GQs) in January 2006.

The ACS provides more timely
information for critical economic
planning by governments and the
private sector. In the current
information-based economy, federal,
state, tribal, and local decision makers,
as well as private business and non-
governmental organizations, need
current, reliable, and comparable
socioeconomic data to chart the future.
In 2006, the ACS began publishing up-
to-date profiles of American
communities every year, providing
policymakers, planners, and service
providers in the public and private
sectors this information every year—not
just every ten years.

The ACS released estimates of
population and housing characteristics
for geographic areas of all sizes in
December 2010. These data products,
used by federal agencies and others, are
similar in scope to the Summary File 3
tables from Census 2000.

In the 2010 ACS Content Test, the
Census Bureau conducted testing of two
new question topics—computer and
Internet usage and parental place of
birth—which we are considering adding
to the questionnaire starting in 2013. As
authorized by the Broadband Data
Improvement Act of 2008, the Federal
Communications Commission
sponsored the computer and Internet
usage topic; it is comprised of three
questions with a mix of fixed choice and
open-ended responses. The Census
Bureau sponsored the parental place of
birth topic; it includes two open-ended
questions. The 2010 Content Test results
for the two new topics were presented
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) in September 2011. Reports
describing these results will be made
available publicly in early 2012.

The Census Bureau believes there is
added value in collecting information
about parental place of birth, though
some may feel that this topic is
somewhat duplicative when collected in
connection with existing survey
questions on race, Hispanic origin, and
ancestry. Adding the parental place of
birth questions to the questionnaire in
2013 would be done as part of a multi-
year process to further examine the
relationship of the data for these topics.
The ACS data would also be evaluated
in connection with results from the
2010 Census Alternative Questionnaire
Experiment, and this combined research
would be used in determining
recommendations for which questions
would remain on the ACS at the
conclusion of this process. The Census
Bureau plans to provide various
opportunities for public comment as
well as dialogue with groups that are
especially interested in these data as we
refine the plans and share results on this
cross-topical research.

In the 2010 ACS Content Test, the
Census Bureau also conducted testing
on five existing question topics,
veteran’s status and period of service,
food stamps, property income and
wages which we are planning to
incorporate into the survey starting in
2013. The Census Bureau revised the
food stamp question, at the request of
the Food and Nutrition Service, to
incorporate the program name change to
the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Program (SNAP). The new version will
be used in all collection modes. The
Census Bureau revised the wage
question to improve response on
property income and reporting of wages
by breaking up these questions into
shorter pieces to improve
comprehension when the questions are
asked by an interviewer. This change
will be incorporated into the Computer-
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