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Gwellnar Banks,

Management Analyst, Office of the Chief
Information Officer.

[FR Doc. 2012—11449 Filed 5-10-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 8, 2012.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2012-11381 Filed 5-10-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Herring Advisory Panel (AP) will meet
to consider actions affecting New
England fisheries in the exclusive
economic zone (EEZ).

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, May 31, 2012 at 9:30 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Holiday Inn, One Newbury Street,

Route 1, Peabody, MA 01960; telephone:

(978) 535—4600; fax: (978) 535—8238.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items
of discussion in the Advisory Panel’s
agenda are as follows:

1. The Herring Advisory Panel will
meet to review and discuss the public
hearing document and Draft
Environmental Impact Statement (DEIS)
for Amendment 5 to the Atlantic
Herring Fishery Management Plan
(FMP);

2. The AP will develop
recommendations for the Herring
Committee and Council to consider
during the selection of final
management measures for Amendment
9;

3. If necessary, other business will be
addressed.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review (SEDAR); Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 31 Gulf of
Mexico red snapper (Lutjanus
Campechanus) data scoping assessment
process webinar.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 31 assessment of
the Gulf of Mexico red snapper fishery
will consist of a series of workshops and
supplemental webinars. This notice is
for a webinar associated with the Data
portion of the SEDAR process. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 31 Data Workshop
data scoping webinar will be held on
July 11, 2012, 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. EST. The
established time may be adjusted as
necessary to accommodate the timely
completion of discussion relevant to the
assessment process. Such adjustments
may result in the meeting being
extended from, or completed prior to
the times established by this notice.
ADDRESSES: The webinar will be held
via a GoToMeeting Webinar Conference.
The webinar is open to members of the
public. Those interested in participating
should contact Ryan Rindone at SEDAR
(see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT)
to request an invitation providing
webinar access information. Please
request meeting information at least

24 hours in advance.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Ryan Rindone, SEDAR Coordinator,

2203 N Lois Ave, Suite 1100, Tampa FL
33607; telephone: (813) 348-1630;
email: ryan.rindone@gulfcouncil.org.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf
of Mexico Fishery Management Council,
in conjunction with NOAA Fisheries,
has implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a three-
step process including: (1) Data
Workshop, (2) Assessment Process
including a workshop and webinars, (3)
Review Workshop. The product of the
Data Workshop is a data report which
compiles and evaluates potential
datasets and recommends which
datasets are appropriate for assessment
analyses. The product of the Assessment
Process is a stock assessment report
which describes the fisheries, evaluates
the status of the stock, estimates
biological benchmarks, projects future
population conditions, and recommends
research and monitoring needs. The
assessment is independently peer
reviewed at the Review Workshop. The
product of the Review Workshop is a
Summary documenting Panel opinions
regarding the strengths and weaknesses
of the stock assessment and input data.
Participants for SEDAR Workshops are
appointed by the Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council, NOAA Fisheries
Southeast Regional Office, and NOAA
Southeast Fisheries Science Center.
Participants include data collectors and
database managers; stock assessment
scientists, biologists, and researchers;
constituency representatives including
fishermen, environmentalists, and
NGO'’s; International experts; and staff
of Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

SEDAR 31 Data Workshop data
scoping webinar:

Participants will determine red
snapper data sets deemed appropriate
for consideration for use in the stock
assessment process. All known and
available data sets may be offered for
consideration. Preliminary decisions
with respect to the utility of each data
set will be made during the data scoping
webinar, and participant
recommendations will be forwarded
along to the Data Workshop (to be held
at a later date).

Special Accommodations

This meeting is accessible to people
with disabilities. Requests for auxiliary
aids should be directed to the Council
office (see FOR FURTHER INFORMATION
CONTACT) at least 10 business days prior
to the meeting.
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Dated: May 8, 2012.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2012-11448 Filed 5-10-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council’s (Council)
Groundfish Committee will meet to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ).

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Wednesday, May 30, 2012 at 9 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the Holiday Inn, 31 Hampshire Street,
Mansfield, MA 02048; telephone: (508)
339-2200; fax: (508) 339-1040.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The items
of discussion in the committee’s agenda
are as follows:

The Groundfish Oversight Committee
will discuss possible adjustments to
sector management measures and issues
related to setting Acceptable Biological
Catches (ABCs), Annual Catch Limits
(ACLs), and Accountability Measures
(AMs). After receiving reports from the
Groundfish Advisory Panel and the
Recreation Advisory Panel, the
Committee will continue to develop
options to improve sector monitoring,
including both at-sea and dockside
monitoring. They may discuss different
funding mechanisms, appropriate
coverage levels, and full retention of
allocated groundfish species. With
respect to ABCs/ACLs/AMs, the
Committee will consider additional sub-
ACLs for the scallop fishery for stocks
such as SNE/MAB windowpane
flounder and SNE/MA winter flounder.
As directed in the letter from the
National Marine Fisheries Service
approving Framework 47, Committee
members will also discuss additional

reactive AMs for wolffish, SNE/MA
winter flounder, and Atlantic halibut.
The Committee may begin a discussion
of recreational fishing measures for FY
2013. Options identified by the
Committee will be included in a future
management action or actions that will
be considered by the Council in the fall
of 2012. The Committee may also
discuss other business, such as issues
related to Georges Bank yellowtail
flounder management.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
days prior to the meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: May 8, 2012.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2012-11380 Filed 5-10-12; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN 0648-XB173

Marine Mammals; File No. 16919

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Eye of the Whale (Olga von Ziegesar,
Responsible Party and Principal
Investigator), P.O. Box 15191, Fitz
Creek, AK 99603, has applied in due
form for a permit to conduct research on
humpback whales (Megaptera
novaeangliae).

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or email
comments must be received on or before
June 11, 2012.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review by
selecting “Records Open for Public
Comment” from the Features box on the
Applications and Permits for Protected
Species (APPS) home page, https://
apps.nmfs.noaa.gov, and then selecting
File No. 16919 from the list of available
applications.

These documents are also available
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, NMFS,
1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910;
phone (301) 427-8401; fax (301) 713—
0376; and

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box 21668,
Juneau, AK 99802-1668; phone (907)
586-7221; fax (907) 586—7249.
Written comments on this application

should be submitted to the Chief,

Permits and Conservation Division at

the above address. Comments may also

be submitted by facsimile to (301) 713—

0376, or by email to

NMFS.PriComments@noaa.gov. Please

include the File No. in the subject line

of the email comment.

Those individuals requesting a public
hearing should submit a written request
to the Chief, Permits and Conservation
Division at the address listed above. The
request should set forth the specific
reasons why a hearing on this
application would be appropriate.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:

Amy Hapeman or Carrie Hubard, (301)

427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The

subject permit is requested under the

authority of the Marine Mammal

Protection Act of 1972, as amended

(MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), the

regulations governing the taking and

importing of marine mammals (50 CFR
part 216), the Endangered Species Act of

1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531

et seq.), and the regulations governing

the taking, importing, and exporting of

endangered and threatened species (50

CFR 222-226).

The applicant requests a five-year
scientific research permit to continue a
long-term census of humpback whales
in Prince William Sound and adjacent
waters of Alaska. Up to 200 takes for
close vessel approach, photo-
identification and behavioral
observation of whales is requested
annually to better define abundance,
distribution, reoccurrence of old
individuals vs. new individuals, feeding
habits, vital rates, associations between
animals, and sex of individual whales.

A draft environmental assessment
(EA) has been prepared in compliance
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