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and “In Puget Sound and Its
Approaches,” and adding TSSs and
other routing measures “In Haro Strait,
Boundary Pass, and in the Strait of
Georgia.” These proposals were adopted
by the IMO’s Maritime Safety
Committee on May 29, 2002. MCS 75/
24.

NOAA'’s amendment of the existing
ATBA off the OCNMS has two elements.
First, it increases the size of the ATBA
to the north and west, to take into
account the amendment of the TSS.
This increased size will enhance
maritime safety because it provides a
greater margin of safety around the
navigational hazards of Duntze and
Duncan Rocks and Tatoosh Island.

Second, NOAA has expanded the
class of ships to which the ATBA
applies to include ships of 1,600 gross
tons and above. These ships carry
substantial amounts of bunker fuel,
which, if spilled, would have a
devastating impact on the unique,
valuable, and sensitive resources of
OCNMS.

The OCNMS and surrounding waters
contain economically important fishery
resources, including a variety of
baitfish, shellfish, and salmon. The
resources in this area are also critical to
the cultural activities and subsistence
living of Native American Indian tribes.
Important archeological sites of these
peoples are found on the shoreline and
which could probably be affected by an
oil spill from a ship.

In addition, the area has been
designated as a UNESCO Biosphere
Reserve and World Heritage Site and
overlaps with the Washington Islands
National Wildlife Refuge and Olympic
National Park. The coastal rocks and
islands provide important breeding,
nesting, and roosting areas for marine
birds. Marbled murrelets, abundant in
this area, are listed by the United States
as a threatened species and are of
special concern due to their high
vulnerability to oil spills. Bald eagles,
listed as a threatened species, are also
important to the marine ecosystem in
the region. There are also resident and
transient killer whale (orca) pods and
several dolphin species which frequent
the area.

When viewed in conjunction with the
U.S. Coast Guard amendment of the
TSS, the expansion of the scope of the
ATBA is necessary for protection of
natural resources from maritime
casualty and for general maritime safety.
Moving the northern border of the
ATBA to a consistent 4,000 yards south
of the southernmost edge of the TSS
will provide an improved safety buffer
for those smaller, slower moving vessels
that choose to transit south of the TSS.

Continuing this buffer area parallel to
the TSS to a point at 124° 52.8' W will
allow sufficient room for this slower
moving traffic to transit without
conflicting with the inbound traffic
steering for the southern approach to the
TSS. It also provides a greater margin of
safety around the hazards of Duntze and
Duncan Rocks, and Tatoosh Island
which is known for its strong tides.

NOAA is also applying the ATBA to
commercial ships of 1,600 gross tons
and above because these ships carry a
substantial amount of bunker fuel.
Concerns regarding spills of bunker fuel
were heightened on the U.S. west coast
after the 1999 incident involving the
New Carissa which spilled
approximately 70,000 gallons of bunker
fuel. Requiring commercial ships of
1,600 gross tons and above to transit
outside the ATBA would move these
ships farther offshore, thus increasing
the time available to respond to a
propulsion or steering casualty and
decreasing the potential for a drift or
powered grounding. If there were to be
a discharge of bunker fuel, the increased
distance offshore would diminish the
impact on the shoreline and provide
more time to mobilize a response.
NOAA analyzed various ship sizes to
which the ATBA should be made
applicable. Commercial ships of 1,600
gross tons (versus those of only 300
gross tons) are considered large enough
to be able to maneuver safely while
avoiding the ATBA, in most weather
conditions. NOAA has determined there
will be minimal adverse impacts on
shipping by expanding the applicability
of the ATBA to commercial ships of
1,600 gross tons and above. It will not
affect those ships bound for the Strait of
Juan de Fuca from the north or west.
Most ships coming from destinations
well to the south of the ATBA will have
to alter their course to enter the TSS and
thus the expanded applicability of the
ATBA will have limited, if any, adverse
affect.

The area is bounded by a line
connecting the following geographical
positions:

Point 1. 48° 23.30' N, 124° 38.20" W.

Point 2. 48° 24.17' N, 124° 38.20' W.

Point 3. 48° 26.15' N, 124° 44.65" W.

Point 4. 48° 26.15' N, 124° 52.80" W.

Point 5. 48° 24.67' N, 124° 55.71' W.

Point 6. 48° 51.70' N, 124° 15.50" W.

Point 7. 48° 07.70' N, 124° 47.50" W.

Point 8. 48° 07.70' N, 124° 11.00' W.

The Olympic Coast National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council and North
Puget Sound Risk Management Panel
have discussed the extension of the
provisions of the ATBA to vessels not
currently included. Both of these federal
advisory bodies supported the extension

of the ATBA applicability. The Olympic
Coast National Marine Sanctuary has
analyzed the population of vessels
transiting the ATBA for the risk they
pose to Sanctuary resources. The
Sanctuary’s analysis and further
information on NOAA’s proposal,
including charts and reports, can be
viewed at http://
www.ocnms.nos.noaa.gov/pubdocs/
pars.html.

Jamison S. Hawkins,

Acting Assistant Administrator for Ocean
Services and Coastal Zone Management.

[FR Doc. 02—30146 Filed 11-26—-02; 8:45 am]
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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr.
Jeanette Wyneken, Florida Atlantic
University, Department of Biological
Sciences, 777 Glades Rd., Boca Raton,
FL 33431, has applied in due form for

a permit to take green sea turtles
(Chelonia mydas) for purposes of
scientific research.

DATES: Written or telefaxed comments
must be received on or before December
27, 2002.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376; and

Southeast Region, NMFS, 9721
Executive Center Drive North, St.
Petersburg, FL 33702—2432; phone
(727)570-5301; fax (727)570-5320.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Carrie Hubard or Ruth Johnson,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
subject permit is requested under the
authority of the Endangered Species Act
of 1973, as amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C.
1531 et seq.) and the regulations
governing the taking, importing, and
exporting of endangered and threatened
species (50 CFR 222-226).
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The applicant requests a 2—year
permit to capture, sample, and release
green sea turtles on shallow reefs in
Palm Beach County, FL. The research is
designed to examine the seasonal
habitat utilization, abundance, and
movements of green sea turtles in this
region. Forty sea turtles will be captured
by hand at night and transported to land
for sampling. All turtles will be
weighed, measured, photographed, and
have stomach lavage performed.
Captures will be limited to twice a
month to minimize the affects of
possible recapturing. Ten of the 40
turtles captured will also have a VHF
transmitter attached to the carapace and
a unique identification number painted
on the carapace with white epoxy paint.
Turtles will be released within 12 hours
of capture and will be returned to site
of capture. At the completion of the
study, tagged turtles will be located,
recaptured, the tag removed, and
released.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), an initial
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)713-0376, provided
the facsimile is confirmed by hard copy
submitted by mail and postmarked no
later than the closing date of the
comment period. Please note that
comments will not be accepted by e-
mail or by other electronic media.

Dated: November 21, 2002.
Eugene T. Nitta,

Acting Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 02—-30134 Filed 11-26—02; 8:45 am]
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Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of intent to issue EFPs to
conduct experimental fishing; request
for comments.

SUMMARY: NMFS announces that the
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
NMFS (Director) has received EFP
applications from the State of North
Carolina to conduct experimental
fishing operations otherwise restricted
by regulations prohibiting the use of
flynets to fish for weakfish in a closed
area of the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ) south of Cape Hatteras. The
Director has made a preliminary
determination that the EFP applications
contain all the required information;
that the activities to be authorized under
the EFP would be consistent with the
goals and objectives of the Atlantic
weakfish fishery under the Atlantic
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative
Management Act (Atlantic Coastal Act);
and that the applications warrant
further consideration.

A draft environmental assessment
(EA) that addresses the impacts of the
proposed study associated with the EFP
applications has been prepared. This
document requests public input in the
form of written comments to NMFS
relative to the issuance of EFPs to the
State of North Carolina. If granted, these
EFPs would authorize a flynet
characterization study to be conducted
by the North Carolina Division of
Marine Fisheries in a closed area south
of Cape Hatteras. Two participating
flynet vessels, each with its own EFP
and observer aboard, would conduct up
to a total of 18 trips over each of two
seasons, from 15 January through 1
April, in 2003 and 2004, south of Cape
Hatteras, for a maximum of 36 trips. A
third vessel would be deployed in the
closed area for up to three (3) trips at the
beginning of the study to test three
proto-type turtle excluder devices
(TEDs) developed by NMFS. An
additional flynet vessel would test the
proto-type TEDs in the area north of
Cape Hatteras, where flynets are
permitted to operate. This vessel would
not require an EFP.

DATES: Written comments on the
applications must be received on or
before December 12, 2002.

ADDRESSES: Send comments to John H.
Dunnigan, Director, Office of
Sustainable Fisheries (F/SF), NOAA
Fisheries, 1315 East-West Highway,
Silver Spring, MD 20910. The
applications, related documents,
including the draft EA, and copies of the
regulations under which EFPs are
issued may also be requested from this
address.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anne Lange 301-713-2334; FAX: 301—
713-0596.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: These
EFPs are requested under the Atlantic
Coastal Fisheries Cooperative
Management Act (Atlantic Coastal Act),
16 U.S.C. 5101 et seq., and regulations
at 50 CFR 697.22 concerning the
conduct of activities that are otherwise
prohibited by the regulations in this
part. Since regulations under the
Atlantic Coastal Act must be consistent
with the national standards set forth in
section 301 of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act), 16 U.S.C.
1801 et seq., EFPs requested under the
Atlantic Coastal Act need to be
addressed in the same manner as EFPs
requested under the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, and regulations at 50 CFR 600.745
concerning scientific research activity,
exempted fishing, and exempted
educational activity.

Currently, weakfish regulations at 50
CFR 697.7(a)(5) prohibit any person
from fishing with a flynet in the
Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) off
North Carolina in a closed area south of
Cape Hatteras, as defined by this
regulation. This area was closed to
flynetters in order to reduce the harvest
of the recovering weakfish stock,
especially the harvest of juvenile
weakfish known to congregate in the
closed area. In addition, 50 CFR
697.7(a)(1) and (2) prohibited fishing
for, harvesting, possessing, or retaining
weakfish less than 12 inches (30.5 cm),
in the EEZ. Further, 50 CFR 697.7(a)(3)
prohibited fishing for weakfish
coastwide in the EEZ with a minimum
mesh size less than 3 1/4—inch (8.3 cm)
square stretched mesh (as measured
between the centers of opposite knots
when stretched taut) or 3 3/4—inch (9.5
cm) diamond stretched mesh for trawls.

The North Carolina Division of
Marine Fisheries (NCDMF) proposes to
conduct a flynet characterization study,
in cooperation with NMFS, with two
flynet vessels using mesh at least as
large as defined in the Atlantic States
Marine Fisheries Commission’s
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