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31315(b), the following eight
individuals have satisfied the renewal
conditions for obtaining an exemption
from the epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in the FMCSRs for interstate
CMV drivers (90 FR 13978):

Ralph Bollman (PA)
Keith Hubbard (WV)
Chad Knott (MD)
Jordan Moriarty (VT)
Brian Porter (PA)
Peter Della Rocco (PA)
Jason Russell (IA)
Donald Smith (NY)

The drivers were included in docket
number FMCSA-2010-0203,

FMCSA-2013-0444, FMCSA-2016—
0007, FMCSA-2018-0056, FMCSA—
2020-0051, FMCSA-2022-0045, or
FMCSA-2022-0046. Their exemptions
were applicable as of February 3, 2025,
and will expire on February 3, 2027.

As of February 28, 2025, and in
accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e) and
31315(b), the following seven
individuals have satisfied the renewal
conditions for obtaining an exemption
from the epilepsy and seizure disorders
prohibition in the FMCSRs for interstate
CMYV drivers (90 FR 13978):

Andrew Briggs (WI)
Trent Clark (PA)
James Niemoller (MD)
Joe Porath (ID)

Jon Rollins (OH)
Garrett Sager (IA)
Shawn Vanliew (MN)

The drivers were included in docket
number FMCSA—-2022-0047. Their
exemptions were applicable as of
February 28, 2025, and will expire on
February 28, 2027.

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31315(b), and based on FMCSA’s policy
of issuing medical exemptions for the 2-
year period in alignment with the
medical certificate, each exemption will
be valid for 2 years from the effective
date unless revoked earlier by FMCSA.
The exemption will be revoked if the
following occurs: (1) the person fails to
comply with the terms and conditions
of the exemption, as set forth in the
initial renewal notice (see 90 FR 13978)
and incorporated herein; (2) the
exemption has resulted in a lower level
of safety than was maintained prior to
being granted; or (3) continuation of the
exemption would not be consistent with
the goals and objectives of 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315(b).

Larry W. Minor,

Associate Administrator for Policy.

[FR Doc. 2025-13980 Filed 7—-23-25; 8:45 am|
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Administration
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Qualification of Drivers; Exemption
Applications; Hearing

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), Department
of Transportation (DOT).

ACTION: Notice of applications for
exemption; request for comments.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces receipt of
applications from 11 individuals for an
exemption from the hearing requirement
in the Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Regulations (FMCSRs) to operate a
commercial motor vehicle (CMV) in
interstate commerce. If granted, the
exemptions would enable these hard of
hearing and deaf individuals to operate
CMVs in interstate commerce.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before August 25, 2025.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by Docket No. FMCSA—-2025—
0024 using any of the following
methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
www.regulations.gov, insert the docket
number (FMCSA-2025-0024) in the
keyword box and click ““Search.” Next,
choose the only notice listed, and click
on the “Comment” button. Follow the
online instructions for submitting
comments.

e Mail: Dockets Operations; U.S.
Department of Transportation, 1200
New Jersey Avenue SE, West Building
Ground Floor, Washington, DC 20590—
0001.

e Hand Delivery: West Building
Ground Floor, 1200 New Jersey Avenue
SE, Washington, DC, 20590-0001
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET Monday
through Friday, except Federal
Holidays.

e Fax:(202) 493-2251.

To avoid duplication, please use only
one of these four methods. See the
“Public Participation” portion of the
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION section for
instructions on submitting comments.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Evangela Hollowell, Acting Chief,
Medical Programs Division, FMCSA,
DOT, 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE,
Washington, DC 20590-0001, (202) 527—
4750, fmcsamedical@dot.gov. Office
hours are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. ET Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
If you have questions regarding viewing
or submitting material to the docket,
contact Dockets Operations, (202) 366—
9826.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
I. Public Participation

A. Submitting Comments

If you submit a comment, please
include the docket number for this
notice (Docket No. FMCSA-2025-0024),
indicate the specific section of this
document to which each comment
applies, and provide a reason for each
suggestion or recommendation. You
may submit your comments and
material online or by fax, mail, or hand
delivery, but please use only one of
these means. FMCSA recommends that
you include your name and a mailing
address, an email address, or a phone
number in the body of your document
so that FMCSA can contact you if there
are questions regarding your
submission.

To submit your comment online, go to
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/
FMCSA-2025-0024. Next, choose the
only notice listed, click the “Comment”
button, and type your comment into the
text box on the following screen. Choose
whether you are submitting your
comment as an individual or on behalf
of a third party and then submit.

If you submit your comments by mail
or hand delivery, submit them in an
unbound format, no larger than 82 by
11 inches, suitable for copying and
electronic filing. FMCSA will consider
all comments and material received
during the comment period.

B. Confidential Business Information
(CBI)

CBI is commercial or financial
information that is both customarily and
actually treated as private by its owner.
Under the Freedom of Information Act
(5 U.S.C. 552), CBI is exempt from
public disclosure. If your comments
responsive to the notice contain
commercial or financial information
that is customarily treated as private,
that you actually treat as private, and
that is relevant or responsive to the
notice, it is important that you clearly
designate the submitted comments as
CBI. Please mark each page of your
submission that constitutes CBI as
“PROPIN” to indicate it contains
proprietary information. FMCSA will
treat such marked submissions as
confidential under the Freedom of
Information Act, and they will not be
placed in the public docket of the
notice. Submissions containing CBI
should be sent to Brian Dahlin, Chief,
Regulatory Evaluation Division, Office
of Policy, FMCSA, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590—
0001 or via email at brian.g.dahlin@
dot.gov. At this time, you need not send
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a duplicate hardcopy of your electronic
CBI submissions to FMCSA
headquarters. Any comments FMCSA
receives not specifically designated as
CBI will be placed in the public docket
for this notice.

C. Viewing Comments

To view comments, go to
www.regulations.gov, insert the docket
number (FMCSA-2025-0024) in the
keyword box and click “Search.” Next,
choose the only notice listed, and click
“Browse Comments.” If you do not have
access to the internet, you may view the
docket online by visiting Dockets
Operations on the ground floor of the
DOT West Building, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590—
0001, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. ET
Monday through Friday, except Federal
holidays. To be sure someone is there to
help you, please call (202) 366—9317 or
(202) 366—9826 before visiting Dockets
Operations.

D. Privacy Act

In accordance with 49 U.S.C.
31315(b)(6), DOT solicits comments
from the public on the exemption
request. DOT posts these comments,
including any personal information the
commenter provides, to
www.regulations.gov, as described in
the system of records notice DOT/ALL—~
14 FDMS (Federal Docket Management
System), which can be reviewed under
the “Department Wide System of
Records Notices” link at https://
www.transportation.gov/individuals/
privacy/privacy-act-system-records-
notices. The comments are posted
without edit and are searchable by the
name of the submitter.

II. Legal Basis

FMCSA has authority under 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315(b) to grant
exemptions from Federal Motor Carrier
Safety Regulations (FMCSRs). FMCSA
must publish a notice of each exemption
request in the Federal Register (49 CFR
381.315(a)). The Agency must provide
the public an opportunity to inspect the
information relevant to the application,
including the applicant’s safety
analysis. The Agency must provide an
opportunity for public comment on the
request.

The Agency reviews the application,
safety analyses, and public comments
submitted and determines whether
granting the exemption would likely
achieve a level of safety equivalent to,
or greater than, the level that would be
achieved absent such exemption,
pursuant to the standard set forth in 49
U.S.C. 31315(b)(1). The Agency must
publish its decision in the Federal

Register (49 CFR 381.315(b)). If granted,
the notice will identify the regulatory
provision from which the applicant will
be exempt, the effective period, and all
terms and conditions of the exemption
(49 CFR 381.315(c)(1)). If the exemption
is denied, the notice will explain the
reason for the denial (49 CFR
381.315(c)(2)). The exemption may be
renewed (49 CFR 381.300(b)). FMCSA
grants medical exemptions from the
FMCSRs for a 2-year period to align
with the maximum duration of a
driver’s medical certification.

III. Background

The physical qualification standard
for drivers regarding hearing, found in
§391.41(b)(11), states that a person is
physically qualified to drive a CMV if
that person first perceives a forced
whispered voice in the better ear at not
less than 5 feet with or without the use
of a hearing aid or, if tested by use of
an audiometric device, does not have an
average hearing loss in the better ear
greater than 40 decibels at 500 Hz, 1,000
Hz, and 2,000 Hz with or without a
hearing aid when the audiometric
device is calibrated to American
National Standard (formerly ASA
Standard) Z24.5—1951.

This standard was adopted in 1970
and was revised in 1971 to allow drivers
to be qualified under this standard
while wearing a hearing aid (35 FR
6458, 6463 (Apr. 22, 1970) and 36 FR
12857 (July 8, 1971)). In 2008, FMCSA
published Evidence Report, ‘“Executive
Summary on Hearing, Vestibular
Function and Commercial Motor
Driving Safety.” * The evidence report
reached two conclusions regarding the
matter of hearing loss and CMV driver
safety: (1) no studies that examined the
relationship between hearing loss and
crash risk exclusively among CMV
drivers were identified; and (2) evidence
from studies of the private driver’s
license holder population does not
support the contention that individuals
with hearing impairment are at an
increased risk for a crash.

On February 1, 2013, FMCSA began
granting exemptions, on a case-by-case
basis, to individual drivers from the
physical qualification standard
regarding hearing in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(11) (78 FR 3069). The Agency
considers relevant scientific information
and literature, the 2008 Evidence
Report, “Executive Summary on
Hearing, Vestibular Function and
Commercial Motor Driving Safety,” any
public comments received, and each

1 https://www.fmcsa.dot.gov/sites/fmcesa.dot.gov/
files/docs/Hearing-Evidence-Report-FinalExecutive-
Summary-prot.pdf.

individual’s driving record in deciding
whether to grant the exemption.

The 11 individuals listed in this
notice have requested an exemption
from the hearing standard in 49 CFR
391.41(b)(11). Accordingly, the Agency
will evaluate the qualifications of each
applicant to determine whether granting
the exemption will achieve the required
level of safety mandated by statute.

IV. Qualifications of Applicants
Mark Abercrombie

Mark Abercrombie, 54, holds a class
A commercial driver’s license in South
Carolina.

Armando Bejarano

Armando Bejarano, 37, holds a class
C driver’s license in California.

Charles Brubaker

Charles Brubaker, 72, holds a class D
driver’s license in Virginia.

Dimov Dimitar

Dimov Dimitar, 53, holds a class C
driver’s license in California.

Steven Hoyer

Steven Hoyer, 45, holds a class E
driver’s license in Florida.

Andrew Love

Andrew Love, 28, holds a class R
driver’s license in Mississippi.
Wanda Nivol

Wanda Nivol, 38, holds a class D
driver’s license in Delaware.
Antoine Parks

Antoine Parks, 42, holds a class D
driver’s license in Ohio.

Juan Tenezaca

Juan Tenezaca, 33, holds a class D
driver’s license in New Jersey.

Nicholas Walters

Nicholas Walters, 40, holds a class D
driver’s license in North Dakota.

Chardena West

Chardena West, 34, holds a class D
driver’s license in Ohio.

V. Request for Comments

In accordance with 49 U.S.C. 31136(e)
and 31315(b), FMCSA requests public
comment from all interested persons on
the exemption applications described in
this notice. FMCSA will consider all
comments received before the close of
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business on the closing date indicated
under the DATES section of the notice.

Larry W. Minor,

Associate Administrator for Policy.

[FR Doc. 2025-13977 Filed 7—-23-25; 8:45 am]|
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration
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Hours of Service of Drivers: R.J.
Corman Railroad Services,
Cranemasters, Inc., and National
Railroad Construction and
Maintenance Association, Inc.

AGENCY: Federal Motor Carrier Safety
Administration (FMCSA), DOT.

ACTION: Notice of final disposition;
renewal of exemption.

SUMMARY: FMCSA announces its final
decision to renew the exemption
granted to R.J. Corman Railroad Services
(R.J. Corman), Cranemasters, Inc.
(Cranemasters), and the National
Railroad Construction and Maintenance
Association Inc. (NRC) from the
prohibition against driving a property-
carrying commercial motor vehicle
(CMV) beyond the 14th hour after
coming on duty and driving after
accumulating 60 hours of on-duty time
in 7 consecutive days, or 70 hours of on-
duty time in 8 consecutive days. The
exemption renewal is applicable to
employees of R.J. Corman and
Cranemasters operating CMVs in
response to unplanned events that occur
outside of, or extend beyond, the subject
employees’ normal work hours. FMCSA
has analyzed the exemption application
and the public comments and has
determined that the exemption renewal,
subject to the terms and conditions set
forth below, is likely to achieve a level
of safety that is equivalent to or greater
than the level that would be achieved in
the absence of the exemption.

DATES: The exemption is effective
March 4, 2025, and expires on March 4,
2030.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Bernadette Walker, Driver and Carrier
Operations Division; Office of Carrier,
Driver and Vehicle Safety Standards;
FMCSA; (202) 385-2415;
Bernadette.walker@dot.gov. If you have
questions on viewing or submitting
material to the docket, contact Dockets
Operations, (202) 366—9826.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Public Participation
Viewing Comments and Documents

To view any documents mentioned as
being available in the docket, go to
https://www.regulations.gov/docket/
FMCSA-2019-0056/document and
choose the document to review. To view
comments, click this notice, then click
“Browse Comments.” If you do not have
access to the internet, you may view the
docket online by visiting Dockets
Operations on the ground floor of the
DOT West Building, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Washington, DC 20590,
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday, except Federal holidays.
To be sure someone is there to help you,
please call (202) 366—9317 or (202) 366—
9826 before visiting Dockets Operations.

II. Legal Basis

FMCSA has authority under 49 U.S.C.
31136(e) and 31315(b) to grant
exemptions from the Federal Motor
Carrier Safety Regulations (FMCSRs).
FMCSA must publish a notice of each
exemption request in the Federal
Register (49 CFR 381.315(a)). The
Agency must provide the public an
opportunity to inspect the information
relevant to the application, including
the applicant’s safety analysis. The
Agency must provide an opportunity for
public comment on the request.

The Agency reviews the application,
safety analyses, and public comments
submitted and determines whether
granting the exemption would likely
achieve a level of safety equivalent to,
or greater than, the level that would be
achieved absent such exemption,
pursuant to the standard set forth in 49
U.S.C. 31315(b)(1). The Agency must
publish its decision in the Federal
Register (49 CFR 381.315(b)). If granted,
the notice will identify the regulatory
provision from which the applicant will
be exempt, the effective period, and all
terms and conditions of the exemption
(49 CFR 381.315(c)(1)). If the exemption
is denied, the notice will explain the
reason for the denial (49 CFR
381.315(c)(2)). The exemption may be
renewed (49 CFR 381.300(b)).

III. Background

Current Regulatory Requirements

Under 49 CFR 395.3(a)(2), drivers are
prohibited from driving after a period of
14 consecutive hours after coming on-
duty following 10 consecutive hours off-
duty.

Under 49 CFR 395.3(b)(1), drivers are
prohibited from operating a CMV for
any period after having been on duty 60
hours in any period of 7 consecutive
days if the employing motor carrier does

not operate CMVs every day of the
week. Under 49 CFR 395.3(b)(2), drivers
are prohibited from operating a CMV for
any period after having been on duty 70
hours in any period of 8 consecutive
days if the employing motor carrier does
operate CMVs every day of the week.

Applicants’ Request

The application for exemption was
described in detail in a Federal Register
notice on March 10, 2025 (90 FR 11642)
and will not be repeated here as the
facts have not changed.

IV. Public Comments

The Agency received ten comments.
Of the ten comments, seven supported
granting the exemption, two opposed it,
and one was neither for nor against the
exemption.

Of the seven comments supporting
the exemption, one was from an
anonymous individual and six were
from associations: Kentuckians for
Better Transportation, Mississippi
Railroad Association, Alabama Railway
Association, Railroads of New York,
Inc., Ohio Railroad Association, Texas
Shortline and Regional Railroad
Association. The Mississippi Railroad
Association commented, ‘“This
exemption will help our rail network
continue to function and provide
critical connectivity for our state’s
manufacturers, agricultural producers,
and consumers.” The other railroad
associations all filed similar comments,
pointing out the irregular nature of rail
incidents and stating that most of the
affected drivers only travel short
distances to incident sites. The
anonymous commenter supported the
exemption because it recognizes ““‘the
need to be able to remove roadblocks
that could cause derailments and
damage to the property surrounding the
railroad tracks,” including hazardous
leakage and toxic chemical releases.

The American Academy of Sleep
Medicine opposed the exemption,
stating “While adherence to Federal
Motor Carrier Safety Administration
regulations may be operationally
challenging, exemptions to these rules
subject drivers and the public to
avoidable safety risks.” E. Irizarry
commented, “I respectfully request
FMCSA consider the broader
implications of this exemption and
explore a more inclusive, consistent
framework that takes into account the
unforeseen and uncontrollable delays
faced by truck drivers every day.”

One anonymous commenter noted his
general support for “less hours for truck
drivers so that they aren’t overworked
and underpaid [sic].”
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