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Business Management Information:
Laurie Golden, NCCOS/CSCOR Grants
Administrator, 301-713-3338/ext 151,
Internet: laurie.golden@noaa.gov.

Other Information

Administrative Procedure Act

Notice and comment are not required
under the Administrative Procedure
Act, (5 U.S.C. 553), or any other law, for
notices relating to public property,
loans, grants, benefits or contracts (5
U.S.C. 553(a)). Because notice and
comment is not required, a Regulatory
Flexibility Analysis is not required and
has not been prepared for this notice, (5
U.S.C. 601 et seq.).

Paperwork Reduction Act

Notwithstanding any other provision
of law, no person is required to respond
to, nor shall any person be subject to a
penalty for failure to comply with a
collection of information subject to the
requirements of the Paperwork
Reduction Act, unless that collection
displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number. This notification involves
collection-of-information requirements
subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act.
The use of Standard Forms 424, 424A,
424B, and SF-LLL has been approved by
the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) under control numbers 0348—
0043, 0348—0044, 0348—-0040 and 0348—
0046, respectively.

Dated: September 24, 2008.
John Potts,

Chief Financial Officer, National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration, National Ocean
Service.

[FR Doc. E8-23279 Filed 10—-1-08; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-JS-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Availability of Seats for the Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National
Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council

AGENCY: Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries (ONMS), National Ocean
Service (NOS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration,
Department of Commerce (DOC).
ACTION: Notice and request for
applications.

SUMMARY: The Hawaiian Islands
Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary (HIHWNMS or sanctuary) is
seeking applicants for both primary and
alternate members of the following seats
on its Sanctuary Advisory Council
(council): Business/Commerce, Citizen-

At-Large, Commercial Shipping,
Comnservation, Ocean Recreation,
Tourism, and Whale Watching. The
HIHWNMS is also seeking applicants
for alternate members of the Native
Hawaiian seat and the Fishing seat.
Applicants are chosen based upon their
particular expertise and experience in
relation to the seat for which they are
applying; community and professional
affiliations; philosophy regarding the
protection and management of marine
resources; and possibly the length of
residence in the area affected by the
Sanctuary. Applicants who are chosen
as members should expect to serve 2-
year terms, pursuant to the Council’s
Charter with the exception of the Native
Hawaiian and Fishing seat alternates
who will serve 1-yr terms.

DATES: Applications are due by
November 15, 2008.

ADDRESSES: Application kits may be
obtained from Christine Brammer, 6600
Kalanianaole Hwy., Suite 301,
Honolulu, HI 96825 or
Christine.Brammer@noaa.gov.
Completed applications should be sent
to the same address. Applications are
also available online at http://
hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Naomi McIntosh, 6600 Kalanianaole
Hwy., Suite 301, Honolulu, HI 96825 or
Naomi.McIntosh@noaa.gov or
808.397.2651.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
HIHWNMS Advisory Council was
established in March 1996 to assure
continued public participation in the
management of the sanctuary. Since its
establishment, the council has played a
vital role in the decisions affecting the
Sanctuary surrounding the main
Hawaiian Islands.

The council’s 17 voting members
represent a variety of local user groups,
as well as the general public.

The council is supported by three
committees: A Research Committee
chaired by the Research Representative,
an Education Committee chaired by the
Education Representative, and a
Conservation Committee chaired by the
Conservation Representative, each
respectively dealing with matters
concerning research, education and
resource protection.

The council represents the
coordination link between the sanctuary
and the state and federal management
agencies, user groups, researchers,
educators, policy makers, and other
various groups that help to focus efforts
and attention on the humpback whale
and its habitat around the main
Hawaiian Islands.

The council functions in an advisory
capacity to the sanctuary management
and is instrumental in helping to
develop policies and program goals, and
to identify education, outreach,
research, long-term monitoring, resource
protection and revenue enhancement
priorities. The council works in concert
with the sanctuary management by
keeping him or her informed about
issues of concern throughout the
sanctuary, offering recommendations on
specific issues, and aiding in achieving
the goals of the sanctuary within the
context of Hawai’i’s marine programs
and policies.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. Sections 1431, et seq.
(Federal Domestic Assistance Catalog
Number 11.429, Marine Sanctuary Program)

Dated: September 22, 2008.

Daniel J. Basta,

Director, Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries, National Ocean Service,
National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

[FR Doc. E8-22888 Filed 10—1-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-NK-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

RIN: 0648-XK84

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of a public meeting.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its
Research Steering Committee
(Committee), in October, 2008, to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). Recommendations from this
group will be brought to the full Council
for formal consideration and action, if
appropriate.

DATES: The meeting will be held on
Thursday, October 16, 2008, at 9:30 a.m.
ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at
the The Westin, 70 Third Street,
Waltham, MA 02451; telephone: (781)
290-5600; fax: (781) 890-5959.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.
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SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Council’s Research Steering Committee
(RSC) will address a range of issues
including, a briefing on the status of
NMFS’s Cooperative Research Program
activities and funding for cooperative
research. The RSC also will discuss
outstanding issues related to the
Council’s research set-aside programs
and review the preliminary list of the
NEFMC'’s five-year Council research
priorities. The committee will discuss
the use of a workshop format to address
RSC management reviews as well as re-
examine and possibly revise the
evaluation criteria for final cooperative
research projects subject to the RSC
management review. Finally, the
committee will review outstanding
cooperative research project final
reports. The RSC may consider other
topics at their discretion.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, at (978)
465—0492, at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: September 29, 2008.
Tracey L. Thompson,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. E8—23265 Filed 10-1-08; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
Patent and Trademark Office

National Medal of Technology and
Innovation Nomination Application

ACTION: New collection; comment
request.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO), as part of its
continuing effort to reduce paperwork
and respondent burden, invites the
general public and other Federal
agencies to take this opportunity to

comment on this new information
collection, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, Public Law 104—
13 (44 U.S.C. 3506(c)(2)(A)).

DATES: Written comments must be
submitted on or before December 1,
2008.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

e E-mail: Susan.Fawcett@uspto.gov.
Include “0651-00xx NMTTI collection
comment” in the subject line of the
message.

e Fax:571-273—0112, marked to the
attention of Susan K. Fawcett.

e Mail: Susan K. Fawcett, Records
Officer, Office of the Chief Information
Officer, Customer Information Services
Group, Public Information Services
Division, U.S. Patent and Trademark
Office, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA
22313-1450.

e Federal Rulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information
should be directed to the attention of
Jennifer Lo, Program Manager, United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450; by telephone at 571-272-7640; or
by e-mail at nmti@uspto.gov with
“Paperwork” in the subject line.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Abstract

The Competes Act of 2007 abolished
the Technology Administration of the
Department of Commerce as of August
9, 2007 (sec. 3002). The administration
and nomination processing for the
National Medal of Technology has been
officially transferred by the Commerce
Secretary to the United States Patent
and Trademark Office (USPTO).

The USPTO is requesting the approval
of the new version of the former
Technology Administration’s
nomination form to be officially
incorporated into the USPTO
information collection inventory.

The National Medal of Technology is
the highest honor awarded by the
President of the United States to
America’s leading innovators.
Established by an Act of Congress in
1980, the Medal of Technology was first
awarded in 1985. The Medal is given
annually to individuals, teams, and/or
companies/divisions for their
outstanding contributions to the
Nation’s economic, environmental and
social well-being through the
development and commercialization of
technology products, processes and
concepts, technological innovation, and
development of the Nation’s
technological manpower.

The purpose of the National Medal of
Technology is to recognize those who
have made lasting contributions to
America’s competitiveness, standard of
living, and quality of life through
technological innovation, and to
recognize those who have made
substantial contributions to
strengthening the Nation’s technological
workforce. By highlighting the national
importance of technological innovation,
the Medal also seeks to inspire future
generations of Americans to prepare for
and pursue technical careers to keep
America at the forefront of global
technology and economic leadership.

The National Medal of Technology
and Innovation Nomination Evaluation
Committee, a distinguished,
independent committee appointed by
the Secretary of Commerce, reviews and
evaluates the merit of all candidates
nominated through an open,
competitive solicitation process. The
committee makes its recommendations
for Medal candidates to the Secretary of
Commerce, who in turn makes
recommendations to the President for
final selection. The National Medal of
Technology and Innovation Laureates
are announced by the White House and
the Department of Commerce once the
Medalists are notified of their selection.

The public uses the National Medal of
Technology and Innovation Nomination
Application to recognize through
nomination an individual’s or
company’s extraordinary leadership and
innovation in technological
achievement. The application must be
accompanied by six letters of
recommendation or support from
individuals who have first-hand
knowledge of the cited achievement(s).

1I. Method of Collection

The nomination application and
instructions can be downloaded from
the USPTO Web site. Nomination files
should be submitted by electronic mail.
Alternatively, letters of recommendation
may be sent by electronic mail, fax or
overnight delivery.

III. Data

OMB Number: 0651-00xx.

Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: New information
collection.

Affected Public: Primarily business or
other for-profit organizations; not-for-
profit institutions; individuals or
households.

Estimated Number of Respondents: 26
responses per year.

Estimated Time Per Response: The
USPTO estimates that it will take
approximately 40 hours to gather the
necessary information, prepare the
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