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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Submission for OMB Review;
Comment Request; Reinstatement

The Department of Agriculture has
submitted the following information
collection requirement(s) to OMB for
review and reinstatement under the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995,
Public Law 104-13. Comments are
requested regarding: whether the
collection of information is necessary
for the proper performance of the
functions of the agency, including
whether the information will have
practical utility; the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of burden including
the validity of the methodology and
assumptions used; ways to enhance the
quality, utility and clarity of the
information to be collected; and ways to
minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond, including through the use of
appropriate automated, electronic,
mechanical, or other technological
collection techniques and other forms of
information technology.

Comments regarding this information
collection received by March 22, 2024
will be considered. Written comments
and recommendations for the proposed
information collection should be
submitted within 30 days of the
publication of this notice on the
following website www.reginfo.gov/
public/do/PRAMain. Find this
particular information collection by
selecting “Currently under 30-day
Review—Open for Public Comments” or
by using the search function.

An agency may not conduct or
sponsor a collection of information
unless the collection of information
displays a currently valid OMB control
number and the agency informs
potential persons who are to respond to
the collection of information that such
persons are not required to respond to
the collection of information unless it
displays a currently valid OMB control
number.

National Agricultural Statistics Service
(NASS)

Title: Conservation Effects
Assessment Project (CEAP) Survey.

OMB Control Number: 0535-0245.

Summary of Collection: General
authority for these data collection
activities is granted under U.S. Code
title 7, section 2204 which specifies that
“The Secretary of Agriculture shall
procure and preserve all information
concerning agriculture which he can
obtain . . . by the collection of statistics
. . .”. The primary objective of the
National Agricultural Statistics Service

(NASS) is to provide data users with
timely and reliable agricultural
production and economic statistics, as
well as environmental and specialty
agricultural related statistics. To
accomplish this objective, NASS relies
on the use of diverse surveys that show
changes within the farming industry
over time.

The goal of this information collection
is to obtain land management
information that will assist the Natural
Resources Conservation Service in
assessing environmental benefits
associated with implementation and
installation of associated conservation
practices of various conservation
programs such as the Environmental
Quality Incentives Program, the
Conservation Reserve Program, the
Wetland Reserve Program, and other
conservation programs.

Need and Use of the Information: The
survey will utilize personal interviews
to administer a questionnaire that is
designed to obtain from farm operators
field-specific data associated with
selected National Resources Inventory
sub-sample units in the contiguous 48
States. Data collected in this survey will
be used in conjunction with previously
collected data on soils, climate, and
cropping history to model impacts of
conservation practices on the larger
environment. USDA needs updated
scientifically credible data on residue
and tillage management, nutrient
management, and conservation practices
in order to quantify and assess current
impacts of farming practices and to
document changes.

Description of Respondents: Farms
and Ranches.

Number of Respondents: 20,000.

Frequency of Responses: Reporting:
Annually.

Total Burden Hours: 17,173.

Levi S. Harrell,

Departmental Information Collection
Clearance Officer.
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BILLING CODE 3410-20-P

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Rural Utilities Service
[Docket Number: RUS-23-Telecom-0022]

Notice of Funding Opportunity for the
Rural eConnectivity Program for Fiscal
Year 2024

AGENCY: Rural Utilities Service, USDA.
ACTION: Notice of funding opportunity.

SUMMARY: The Rural Utilities Service
(RUS, Agency), a Rural Development

(RD) agency of the United States
Department of Agriculture (USDA),
announces acceptance of applications
under the Rural eConnectivity
(ReConnect) program for fiscal year (FY)
2024. These loan and grant funds will
be awarded to qualified applicants to
fund the costs of construction,
improvement, or acquisition of facilities
and equipment needed to provide
broadband service.

DATES: Beginning on March 22, 2024,
applications can be submitted through
the RUS on-line application portal until
11:59 a.m. Eastern on April 22, 2024.
Late or incomplete applications will not
be accepted.

ADDRESSES: Applications must be
submitted electronically through the
RUS Application Intake System located
at usda.gov/reconnect. A synopsis of
this notice of funding opportunity
(NOFO) will be made available on
grants.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
general inquiries regarding the
ReConnect Program, contact Laurel
Leverrier, Assistant Administrator,
Telecommunications Program, Rural
Utilities Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA), email:
laurel.leverrier@usda.gov, telephone:
(202) 720-9554.

For inquiries regarding eligibility
concerns, please contact the ReConnect
Program Staff at usda.gov/reconnect/
contact-us.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
Overview

Federal Awarding Agency Name:
Rural Utilities Service.

Funding Opportunity Title: Rural
eConnectivity (ReConnect) Program.

Announcement Type: Notice of
Funding Opportunity (NOFO).

Funding Opportunity Number: RUS—
REC-2024-1.

Assistance Listing: 10.752.

Dates: Beginning on March 22, 2024,
applications can be submitted through
the RUS on-line application portal until
11:59 a.m. Eastern on April 22, 2024.

Rural Development Key Priorities: The
Agency encourages applicants to
consider projects that will advance the
following key priorities (more details
available at rd.usda.gov/priority-points):

e Assisting rural communities recover
economically through more and better
market opportunities and through
improved infrastructure;

¢ Ensuring all rural residents have
equitable access to Rural Development
(RD) programs and benefits from RD
funded projects; and

¢ Reducing climate pollution and
increasing resilience to the impacts of
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