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Small Numbers

As noted previously, only take of
small numbers of marine mammals may
be authorized under sections
101(a)(5)(A) and (D) of the MMPA for
specified activities other than military
readiness activities. The MMPA does
not define small numbers and so, in
practice, where estimated numbers are
available, NMFS compares the number
of individuals taken to the most
appropriate estimation of abundance of
the relevant species or stock in our
determination of whether an
authorization is limited to small
numbers of marine mammals. When the
predicted number of individuals to be
taken is fewer than one-third of the
species or stock abundance, the take is
considered to be of small numbers (see
86 FR 5322; January 19, 2021).
Additionally, other qualitative factors
may be considered in the analysis, such
as the temporal or spatial scale of the
activities.

The instances of take NMFS has
proposed to authorize is below one-
third of the estimate stock abundance
for all species. The number of animals
proposed for authorization that could be
taken from these stocks would be
considered small relative to the relevant
stocks’ abundances even if each
estimated taking occurred to a new
individual.

Based on the analysis contained
herein of the proposed activity
(including the proposed mitigation and
monitoring measures) and the
anticipated take of marine mammals,
NMFS preliminarily finds that small
numbers of marine mammals would be
taken relative to the population size of
the affected species or stocks.

Unmitigable Adverse Impact Analysis
and Determination

There are no relevant subsistence uses
of the affected marine mammal stocks or
species implicated by this action.
Therefore, NMFS has determined that
the total taking of affected species or
stocks would not have an unmitigable
adverse impact on the availability of
such species or stocks for taking for
subsistence purposes.

Endangered Species Act

Section 7(a)(2) of the ESA of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) requires that each
Federal agency ensures that any action
it authorizes, funds, or carries out is not
likely to jeopardize the continued
existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the
destruction or adverse modification of
designated critical habitat. To ensure
ESA compliance for the issuance of

IHAs, NMFS consults internally
whenever we propose to authorize take
for endangered or threatened species.
NMFS is proposing to authorize take
of humpback whale Mainland Mexico
and Central America/Southern Mexico
DPS, which are listed under the ESA.
The effects of this proposed Federal
action were adequately analyzed in
NMFS’ Biological Opinion and
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
Essential Fish Habitat Response for the
Sand Island Pile Dike Repair Project,
dated June 14, 2022 which concluded
that the take NMFS proposes to
authorize through this IHA would not
jeopardize the continued existence of
any endangered or threatened species.

Proposed Authorization

As aresult of these preliminary
determinations, NMFS proposes to issue
an IHA to the USACE for conducting
construction activity at Sand Island in
the MCR, provided the previously
mentioned mitigation, monitoring, and
reporting requirements are incorporated.
A draft of the proposed IHA can be
found at: https://
www.fisheries.noaa.gov/national/
marine-mammal-protection/incidental-
take-authorizations-construction-
activities.

Request for Public Comments

We request comment on our analyses,
the proposed authorization, and any
other aspect of this notice of proposed
IHA for the proposed Sand Island Pile
Dike repair project. We also request
comment on the potential renewal of
this proposed IHA as described in the
paragraph below. Please include with
your comments any supporting data or
literature citations to help inform
decisions on the request for this IHA or
a subsequent renewal THA.

On a case-by-case basis, NMFS may
issue a one-time, 1-year renewal [HA
following notice to the public providing
an additional 15 days for public
comments when (1) up to another year
of identical or nearly identical activities
as described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice
is planned or (2) the activities as
described in the Description of
Proposed Activity section of this notice
would not be completed by the time the
IHA expires and a renewal would allow
for completion of the activities beyond
that described in the Dates and Duration
section of this notice, provided all of the
following conditions are met:

¢ A request for renewal is received no
later than 60 days prior to the needed
renewal IHA effective date (recognizing
that the renewal IHA expiration date

cannot extend beyond 1 year from
expiration of the initial IHA).

e The request for renewal must
include the following:

(1) An explanation that the activities
to be conducted under the requested
renewal IHA are identical to the
activities analyzed under the initial
IHA, are a subset of the activities, or
include changes so minor (e.g.,
reduction in pile size) that the changes
do not affect the previous analyses,
mitigation and monitoring
requirements, or take estimates (with
the exception of reducing the type or
amount of take).

(2) A preliminary monitoring report
showing the results of the required
monitoring to date and an explanation
showing that the monitoring results do
not indicate impacts of a scale or nature
not previously analyzed or authorized.

e Upon review of the request for
renewal, the status of the affected
species or stocks, and any other
pertinent information, NMFS
determines that there are no more than
minor changes in the activities, the
mitigation and monitoring measures
will remain the same and appropriate,
and the findings in the initial IHA
remain valid.

Dated: June 16, 2025.
Tanya Dobrzynski,

Acting Director, Office of Protected Resources,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
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Hagopian

AGENCY: National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Department of Commerce (DOC).
ACTION: Notice—closure of
administrative appeal decision record.

SUMMARY: This announcement provides
notice that the decision record has
closed for an administrative appeal filed
by Robert Hagopian (Appellant) under
the Coastal Zone Management Act of
1972 (CZMA). Appellant has requested
that the NOAA Administrator, pursuant
to authority delegated by the Secretary
of Commerce to decide CZMA federal
consistency appeals, override an
objection by the New York State
Department of State to a consistency
certification for a proposed project to
perform shoreline stabilization, dock
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installation, and dredging at a property
along the Hudson River in Ulster, New
York.

DATES: The decision record for
Appellant’s federal consistency appeal
of the New York State Department of
State’s objection closed on June 23,
2025.

ADDRESSES: NOAA has provided access
to publicly available materials and
related documents comprising the
appeal record on the Federal
eRulemaking Portal, https://
www.regulations.gov, under Docket
Number NOAA-HQ-2024-0152.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emily Van Dam, NOAA Office of the
General Counsel, Oceans and Coasts
Section, 1305 East-West Highway, Room
6111, Silver Spring, MD 20910, (301)
278-8536, emily.van.dam@noaa.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

On December 13, 2024, the Secretary
of Commerce (Secretary) received a
“Notice of Appeal” filed by Robert
Hagopian, pursuant to the Coastal Zone
Management Act (CZMA), 16 U.S.C.
1451 et seq., and implementing
regulations found at 15 CFR part 930,
subpart H. The Notice of Appeal is
taken from an objection by the New
York State Department of State to the
Appellant’s CZMA consistency
certification for Appellant’s pending
permit application to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers to perform shoreline
stabilization, dock installation, and
dredging at a property along the Hudson
River in Ulster, New York.

Under the CZMA, the NOAA
Administrator may override the New
York State Department of State’s
objection on grounds that the project is
consistent with the objectives or
purposes of the CZMA, or otherwise
necessary in the interest of national
security. To make the determination
that the proposed activity is “‘consistent
with the objectives or purposes of the
CZMA,” the NOAA Administrator must
find that: (1) The proposed activity
furthers the national interest as
articulated in sections 302 or 303 of the
CZMA, in a significant or substantial
manner; (2) the national interest
furthered by the proposed activity
outweighs the activity’s adverse coastal
effects, when those effects are
considered separately or cumulatively;
and (3) no reasonable alternative is
available that would permit the
proposed activity to be conducted in a
manner consistent with the enforceable

policies of the applicable coastal
management program. 15 CFR 930.121.
To make the determination that the
proposed activity is ‘“necessary in the
interest of national security,” the NOAA
Administrator must find that a national
defense or other national security
interest would be significantly impaired
if the proposed activity is not permitted
to go forward as proposed. 15 CFR
930.122. The Appellant bears the
burden of submitting evidence in
support of his appeal and the burden of
persuasion. 15 CFR 930.127.

The NOAA Administrator must close
the decision record in a federal
consistency appeal 160 days after the
Notice of Appeal is published in the
Federal Register. 15 CFR 930.130(a)(1).
However, the CZMA authorizes the
NOAA Administrator to stay the closing
of the decision record for up to 60 days
when the NOAA Administrator
determines it is necessary to receive, on
an expedited basis, any supplemental
information specifically requested by
the NOAA Administrator to complete a
consistency review or any clarifying
information submitted by a party to the
proceeding related to information in the
consolidated record compiled by the
lead federal permitting agency. 15 CFR
930.130(a)(2), (3).

After reviewing the decision record
developed to date, the NOAA Chief of
Staff, performing the duties of Under
Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and
Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator,
has determined that it is not necessary
to stay the closure of the decision record
in this appeal. Consistent with the
schedule contained in the CZMA and its
implementing regulations, the decision
record for Appellant’s federal
consistency appeal of the New York
State Department of State’s objection
closed on June 23, 2025. No further
information or briefs will be considered
in deciding this appeal.

II. Public Availability of Appeal
Documents

NOAA has provided access to
publicly available materials and related
documents comprising the appeal
record on the Federal eRulemaking
Portal, https://www.regulations.gov,
under Docket Number NOAA-HQ-
2024-0152.

(Authority: 15 CFR 930.130(a)(1))

Adam Dilts,

Chief, Oceans and Coasts Section, NOAA
Office of the General Counsel.

[FR Doc. 2025-10838 Filed 6—-20-25; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: United States Patent and
Trademark Office, Department of
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO), as required
by the Paperwork Reduction Act of
1995, invites comments on the
extension and revision of an existing
information collection: 0651-0021
(Patent Cooperation Treaty). The
purpose of this notice is to allow 60
days for public comments preceding
submission of the information collection
to the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB).

DATES: To ensure consideration, you
must submit comments regarding this
information collection on or before
August 22, 2025.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments by
any of the following methods. Do not
submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

e Email: InformationCollection@
uspto.gov. Include “0651-0021
comment” in the subject line of the
message.

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: http://
www.regulations.gov.

e Mail: Justin Isaac, Office of the
Chief Administrative Officer, United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.0O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Request for additional information
should be directed to Rafael Bacares,
Senior Legal Advisor, International
Patent Legal Administration at: United
States Patent and Trademark Office,
P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313—
1450; 571-272-3276; or
Rafael.Bacares@uspto.gov with “0651—
0021 comment” in the subject line.
Additional information about this
information collection is also available
at http://www.reginfo.gov under
“Information Collection Review.”
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