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for discussion at the public meeting. During 
the October 16, 2003, public meeting, NIOSH 
indicated that subsequent future standards 
efforts following the completion of the PAPR 
CBRN standard would be in this sequence: 
Integrated self-contained breathing apparatus 
(SCBA)/PAPR, integrated SCBA/air-purifying 
respirators (APR), closed-circuit SCBA, and 
supplied air respirators. NIOSH wishes to 
obtain comments from individuals regarding 
this tentative priority order sequence to 
determine if it reflects the priorities of the 
stakeholder community’s needs for 
respiratory protection. Recent acts of 
terrorism have created an urgent awareness 
of domestic security and preparedness issues. 
Municipal, State, and Federal responder 
groups, particularly these in locations 
considered potential targets, have been 
developing and modifying response and 
consequence management plans. Since the 
World Trade Center and anthrax incidents, 
most emergency response agencies have 
operated with a heightened appreciation of 
the potential scope and sustained resources 
requirements for coping with such events. 
The Federal Interagency Board for Equipment 
Standardization and Interoperability (IAB) 
has worked to identify personal protective 
equipment that is already available on the 
market for responders’ use. The IAB has 
identified the development of standards or 
guidelines for respiratory protection 
equipment as a top priority. NIOSH, NIST, 
the National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), and the Occupational Safety and 
Health Administration have entered into a 
Memorandum of Understanding defining 
each agency or organization’s role in 
developing, establishing, and enforcing 
standards or guidelines for responders’ 
respiratory protective devices. NIST has 
initiated Interagency Agreements with 
NIOSH and RDECOM to aid in the 
development of appropriate protection 
standards or guidelines. NIOSH has the lead 
in developing standards or guidelines to test, 
evaluate, and approve respirators. 

NIOSH, RDECOM, and NIST have hosted 
public meetings on April 17 and 18, 2001; 
June 18 and 19, 2002; October 16 and 17, 
2002; April 29, 2003; June 25, 2003, and 
October 16, 2003, presenting their progress in 
assessing respiratory protection needs of 
responders to CBRN incidents. The methods 
or models for developing hazard and 
exposure estimates and the status in 
evaluating test methods and performance 
standards that may be applicable as future 
CBRN respirator standards or guidelines were 
discussed at these meetings. 

Three NIOSH CBRN respirator standards 
and several NFPA standards for ensembles, 
SCBA and protective clothing were the first 
adopted by the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security (DHS). On February 26, 2004, DHS 
adopted, as DHS standards, three NIOSH 
criteria for testing and certifying respirators 
for protection against CBRN exposures. 
NIOSH uses the criteria to test (1) SCBA for 
use by emergency responders against CBRN, 
(2) APR for use by emergency responders 
against CBRN exposures, and (3) escape 
respirators for protection against CBRN. 

For Further Information Contact: NPPTL 
Event Management, 3610 Collins Ferry Road, 

P.O. Box 880, Morgantown, West Virginia 
26507–0880, Telephone (304) 285–4750, Fax 
(304) 285–4459, e-mail npptlevents@cdc.gov. 

The Director, Management Analysis and 
Services Office, has been delegated the 
authority to sign Federal Register Notices 
pertaining to announcements of meetings and 
other committee management activities, for 
both CDC and the Agency for Toxic 
Substances and Disease Registry.

Dated: March 18, 2004. 
Alvin Hall, 
Director, Management Analysis and Services 
Office, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.
[FR Doc. 04–6529 Filed 3–23–04; 8:45 am] 
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This notice announces a forthcoming 
meeting of a public advisory committee 
of the Food and Drug Administration 
(FDA). The meeting will be open to the 
public.

Name of Committee: Circulatory 
System Devices Panel of the Medical 
Devices Advisory Committee.

General Function of the Committee: 
To provide advice and 
recommendations to the agency on 
FDA’s regulatory issues.

Date and Time: The meeting will be 
held on April 21, 2004, from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m.

Location: Gaithersburg Marriott 
Washingtonian Center, Ballroom Salons 
E, F, and G, 9751 Washingtonian Blvd., 
Gaithersburg, MD.

Contact Person: Geretta Wood, Center 
for Devices and Radiological Health 
(HFZ–450), Food and Drug 
Administration, 9200 Corporate Blvd., 
Rockville, MD 20850, 301–443–8320, 
ext. 143, or FDA Advisory Committee 
Information Line, 1–800–741–8138 
(301–443–0572 in the Washington, DC 
area), code 3014512625. Please call the 
Information Line for up-to-date 
information on this meeting.

Agenda: The committee will discuss, 
make recommendations, and vote on a 
premarket approval application for a 
carotid stent indicated for use in the 
treatment of carotid artery disease in 
high-risk patients. Background 
information for the topics, including the 
agenda and questions for the committee, 

will be available to the public 1 
business day before the meeting on the 
Internet at http://www.fda.gov/cdrh/
panelmtg.html. Material for the April 
21, 2004, session will be posted on 
April 20, 2004.

Procedure: Interested persons may 
present data, information, or views, 
orally or in writing, on issues pending 
before the committee. Written 
submissions may be made to the contact 
person by April 12, 2004. Oral 
presentations from the public will be 
scheduled for approximately 30 minutes 
at the beginning of committee 
deliberations and for approximately 30 
minutes near the end of the 
deliberations. Time allotted for each 
presentation may be limited. Those 
desiring to make formal oral 
presentations should notify the contact 
person before April 12, 2004, and 
submit a brief statement of the general 
nature of the evidence or arguments 
they wish to present, the names and 
addresses of proposed participants, and 
an indication of the approximate time 
requested to make their presentation.

Persons attending FDA’s advisory 
committee meetings are advised that the 
agency is not responsible for providing 
access to electrical outlets.

FDA welcomes the attendance of the 
public at its advisory committee 
meetings and will make every effort to 
accommodate persons with physical 
disabilities or special needs. If you 
require special accommodations due to 
a disability, please contact AnnMarie 
Williams, Conference Management 
Staff, at 301–594–1283, ext. 113, at least 
7 days in advance of the meeting.

Notice of this meeting is given under 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act (5 
U.S.C. app. 2).

Dated: March 17, 2004.
Peter J. Pitts,
Associate Commissioner for External 
Relations.
[FR Doc. 04–6485 Filed 3–23–04; 8:45 am]
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