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3520), an agency may not conduct or 
sponsor, and a person is not required to 
respond to, a collection of information, 
unless the collection displays a 
currently valid Office of Management 
and Budget (OMB) control number. This 
proposed rule is deregulatory and so 
would not impose any additional 
information collection requirements; 
rather, it would reduce future collection 
requirements by removing reporting 
burdens. 

E-Government Act Compliance 
The Department is committed to 

complying with the E-Government Act, 
2002 to promote the use of the internet 
and other information technologies to 
provide increased opportunities for 
citizen access to Government 
information and services, and for other 
purposes. 

Executive Order 13132; Federalism 
Summary Impact Statement 

The proposed rule is deregulatory and 
has little effect on States and local 
governments, so AMS anticipates that 
this rule will not have implications for 
federalism. Therefore, under section 
6(b) of the Executive Order, a federalism 
summary is not required. States and 
local governments are invited to 
comment if they believe a federalism 
summary is necessary. 

NEPA 
AMS believes this proposed rule, if 

finalized, would not have a reasonably 
foreseeable significant effect on the 
quality of the human environment. AMS 
invites the public to comment on the 
impact of the proposed agency action. 

List of Subjects in 7 CFR Part 205 
Administrative practice and 

procedure, Agricultural commodities, 
Agriculture, Animals, Archives and 
records, Fees, Imports, Labeling, 
Livestock, Organically produced 
products, Plants, Reporting and 
recordkeeping requirements, Seals and 
insignia, Soil conservation. 

For the reasons set forth above, AMS 
proposes to amend 7 CFR part 205 as 
follows: 

PART 205—NATIONAL ORGANIC 
PROGRAM 

■ 1. The authority citation for 7 CFR 
part 205 continues to read as follows: 

Authority: 7 U.S.C. 6501–6524. 

■ 2. Amend § 205.2 by: 
■ a. Revising the definitions of 
‘‘Compost’’ and ‘‘Crop’’; 
■ b. Removing the definitions for 
‘‘Mushroom’’, ‘‘Mushroom mycelium’’, 
‘‘Mushroom spawn’’, ‘‘Mushroom 

spawn media’’, ‘‘Mushroom substrate’’, 
‘‘Pet’’, and ‘‘Pet food’’; and 
■ c. Revising the definition of ‘‘Wild 
crop’’. 

The revisions read as follows: 

§ 205.2 Terms defined. 

* * * * * 
Compost. The product of a managed 

process through which microorganisms 
break down plant and animal materials 
into more available forms suitable for 
application to the soil. Compost must be 
produced through a process that 
combines plant and animal materials 
with an initial C:N ratio of between 25:1 
and 40:1. Producers using an in-vessel 
or static aerated pile system must 
maintain the composting materials at a 
temperature between 131 °F and 170 °F 
for 3 days. Producers using a window 
system must maintain the composting 
materials at a temperature between 131 
°F and 170 °F for 15 days, during which 
time, the materials must be turned a 
minimum of five times. 
* * * * * 

Crop. Pastures, cover crops, green 
manure crops, catch crops, or any plant 
or part of a plant intended to be 
marketed as an agricultural product, fed 
to livestock, or used in the field to 
manage nutrients and soil fertility. 
* * * * * 

Wild crop. Any plant or portion of a 
plant that is collected or harvested from 
a site that is not maintained under 
cultivation or other agricultural 
management. 
* * * * * 

§ 205.210 [Removed and Reserved] 

■ 3. Remove and reserve § 205.210. 

§ 205.270 [Amended] 

■ 4. Amend § 205.270 by removing and 
reserving paragraph (d). 
■ 5. Amend § 205.601 by revising 
paragraphs (i) introductory text and (j) 
introductory text to read as follows: 

§ 205.601 Synthetic substances allowed 
for use in organic crop production. 

* * * * * 
(i) As plant disease control. 

* * * * * 
(j) As plant or soil amendments. 

* * * * * 

§ 205.605 [Amended] 

■ 6. Amend § 205.605 by removing 
paragraph (b)(36) and redesignating 
paragraphs (b)(37) and (38) as 

paragraphs (b)(36) and (37), 
respectively. 

Bruce Summers, 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service. 
[FR Doc. 2025–08219 Filed 5–9–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–02–P 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

13 CFR Parts 124 and 125 

Tribal Consultation for 8(a) Business 
Development Program and Mentor- 
Protégé Program Issues and Best 
Practices 

AGENCY: U.S. Small Business 
Administration. 
ACTION: Notice of tribal consultation 
meeting. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Small Business 
Administration (SBA) announces that it 
is holding a tribal consultation meeting 
in Anchorage, Alaska requesting 
comments and input on a variety of 
topics relating to the 8(a) program and 
the mentor-protégé program. SBA is 
requesting general comments and input 
on how the 8(a) program is working and 
is inviting suggestions on potential 
avenues for making the program more 
efficient or reducing the regulatory 
burden on participants in the program. 
Additionally, SBA requests comments 
and input on best practices for how 
entity-owned firms market their 
capabilities to procuring agencies. SBA 
is also requesting comments and input 
on how to ensure the mentor-protégé 
program is operating as intended. 
DATES: The Tribal Consultation meeting 
date is Friday, June 13, 2025, 9:30 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. (AKDT), Anchorage, Alaska. 
The Tribal Consultation meeting pre- 
registration deadline date is June 6, 
2025. 

ADDRESSES: 
1. The Tribal Consultation meeting 

will be held at Z.J. Loussac Public 
Library, 3600 Denali Street, Anchorage, 
AK 99503. 

2. Send pre-registration requests to 
attend and/or testify to Diane Cullo, 
Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Native American Affairs, U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 409 3rd Street 
SW, Washington, DC 20416; 
Diane.Cullo@sba.gov; or Facsimile to 
(202) 481–2177. 

3. You may submit written comments 
to SBA by sending them to Diane Cullo, 
Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Native American Affairs, U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 409 3rd Street 
SW, Washington, DC 20416; or 
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Diane.Cullo@sba.gov; or Facsimile to 
(202) 481–2177. If you wish to submit 
confidential business information (CBI), 
please submit the information to Diane 
Cullo, Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Native American Affairs, U.S. Small 
Business Administration, 409 3rd Street 
SW, Washington, DC 20416 and 
highlight the information that you 
consider to be CBI and explain why you 
believe this information should be held 
confidential. SBA will review the 
information and make a final 
determination of whether the 
information will be published or not. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Diane Cullo, Assistant Administrator, 
Office of Native American Affairs, at 
Diane.cullo@sba.gov or (202) 619–0518 
or by facsimile to (202) 481–2177. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

I. Background 

SBA is seeking input from the Native 
American community on the general 
management and operation of the 8(a) 
and mentor protégé programs 
(particularly with respect to 8(a) firms 
owned by tribes, Alaska Native 
Corporations (ANCs), and Native 
Hawaiian Organizations (NHOs)) as part 
of the Administration’s desire to make 
these programs more effective and 
improve the delivery of them to the 
small business community. 
Accordingly, SBA is interested in 
receiving comments from 
representatives of tribes, ANCs and 
NHOs offering their perspective on how 
the 8(a) program is working generally 
and providing suggestions for how the 
program could be made more efficient to 
better suit the needs of small businesses 
owned by these entities. Additionally, 
SBA is asking for input on best practices 
on how entity-owned firms market their 
capabilities to procuring agencies. SBA 
has found that certain practices may be 
negatively impacting entity-owned 
firms’ ability to receive awards. For 
example, contracting officers may 
consider entity-owned firms to be 
affiliated with each other when several 
appear on the same web page or where 
multiple firms owned by the same entity 
have the exact same capabilities and 
contact points. SBA is seeking 
comments and input from firms who 
have encountered these or similar issues 
and how they have been able to 
successfully market their sophisticated 
capabilities while still making clear to 
procuring agencies that they are 
independent small businesses. Lastly, 
SBA wishes to discuss and is inviting 

comments on the mentor-protégé 
program. In particular, SBA is interested 
in receiving comments and input on 
whether protégé firms can truly direct 
and manage mentor firms when 
performing a joint venture mentor- 
protégé joint venture project. It has 
come to SBA’s attention that some 
mentors that have pre-existing 
relationships with certain procuring 
agencies do not include protégé firms in 
critical meetings with those agencies, 
despite the protege being the project 
manager of the joint venture. SBA 
believes that this is contrary to the 
intent of the mentor-protégé program. 
Protégé firms should be the ones 
directing the actions of a mentor-protégé 
joint venture, not the mentor. SBA is 
concerned that this may also lead to 
instances of non-compliance with the 
limitations on subcontracting 
requirements. SBA seeks comments and 
guidance on this issue. 

Tribal Consultation Meeting 

The purpose of this tribal consultation 
meeting is to conform to the 
requirements of Executive Order 13175, 
Tribal Consultations; to provide 
interested parties with an opportunity to 
discuss their views on the issues; and 
for SBA to obtain the views of SBA’s 
stakeholders on ways to maximize 
efficiency and reduce the burden on 
small businesses in the 8(a) BD program 
and mentor-protégé program 
regulations. SBA considers tribal 
consultation meetings a valuable 
component of its deliberations and 
believes that this tribal consultation 
meeting will allow for constructive 
dialogue with the Tribal community, 
Tribal Leaders, Tribal Elders, elected 
members of Alaska Native Villages or 
their appointed representatives, and 
principals of tribally-owned and ANC- 
owned firms participating in the 8(a) BD 
and mentor-protégé programs. 

The format of this tribal consultation 
meeting will consist of a panel of SBA 
representatives who will preside over 
the session. The oral and written 
testimony as well as any comments SBA 
receives will become part of the 
administrative record for SBA’s 
consideration. Written testimony may 
be submitted in lieu of oral testimony. 
SBA will analyze the testimony, both 
oral and written, along with any written 
comments received. SBA officials may 
ask questions of a presenter to clarify or 
further explain the testimony. The 
purpose of the tribal consultation is to 
assist SBA with gathering information to 

guide SBA’s review process and to 
potentially develop new proposals. SBA 
requests that the comments focus on 
issues as they pertain to the 8(a) BD and 
mentor-protégé regulations, input 
related to what changes could be made 
to make these programs more attractive 
to procuring agencies and small 
businesses, or the unique concerns of 
the Tribal and Native communities. SBA 
requests that commenters do not raise 
issues pertaining to other SBA small 
business programs. Presenters are 
encouraged to provide a written copy of 
their testimony. SBA will accept written 
material that the presenter wishes to 
provide that further supplements his or 
her testimony. Electronic or digitized 
copies are encouraged. 

The tribal consultation meeting will 
be held for one day. The meeting will 
begin at 9:30 a.m. and end at 12 p.m. 
(AKDT). SBA will adjourn early if all 
those scheduled have delivered their 
testimony. 

II. Registration 

SBA respectfully requests that any 
elected or appointed representative of 
the tribal communities or principal of a 
tribally-owned, ANC-owned or NHO- 
owned 8(a) firm that is interested in 
attending please pre-register in advance 
and indicate whether you would like to 
testify at the hearing. Registration 
requests should be received by SBA by 
June 6, 2025. Please contact Diane 
Cullo, Assistant Administrator, Office of 
Native American Affairs in writing at 
Diane.Cullo@sba.gov or by facsimile to 
(202) 481–2950. If you are interested in 
testifying please include the following 
information relating to the person 
testifying: Name, Organization 
affiliation, Address, Telephone number, 
Email address and Fax number. SBA 
will attempt to accommodate all 
interested parties that wish to present 
testimony. Based on the number of 
registrants it may be necessary to 
impose time limits to ensure that 
everyone who wishes to testify has the 
opportunity to do so. SBA will confirm 
in writing the registration of presenters 
and attendees. 

Authority: 15 U.S.C. 634 and E.O. 13175, 
65 FR 67249. 

Dated: May 7, 2025. 

Diane Cullo, 
Assistant Administrator, Office of Native 
American Affairs. 
[FR Doc. 2025–08294 Filed 5–9–25; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–09–P 
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