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that the inseason action described below
is necessary to meet management and
conservation goals. This inseason action
modifies landing and possession limits,
quotas and/or fishing seasons under 50
CFR 660.409(b)(1)().

All other restrictions and regulations
remain in effect as announced for the
2024—2025 ocean salmon fisheries (89
FR 44553, May 21, 2024; 89 FR 53529,
June 27, 2024; 89 FR 61355, July 31,
2024; 89 FR 104895, December 26, 2024;
90 FR 13840, March 27, 2025) except as
previously modified by inseason
actions.

As provided by the inseason notice
procedures at 50 CFR 660.411, actual
notice of the described regulatory
actions was given, prior to the time the
actions became effective, by telephone
hotline numbers 206-526—6667 and
800-662-9825, and by U.S. Coast Guard
Notice to Mariners broadcasts on
Channel 16 VHF-FM and 2182 kHz.

Classification

NMFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the MSA. This action
is authorized by 50 CFR 660.409, which
was issued pursuant to section 304(b) of
the MSA, and is exempt from review
under Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(3)(B),
there is good cause to waive prior notice
and an opportunity for public comment
on this action, as notice and comment
would be impracticable and contrary to
the public interest. Prior notice and
opportunity for public comment on this
action was impracticable because NMFS
had insufficient time to provide for
prior notice and the opportunity for
public comment between the time
Chinook and coho salmon abundance,
catch, and effort information were
developed and fisheries impacts were
calculated, and the time the fishery
modifications had to be implemented in
order to ensure that fisheries are
managed based on the best scientific
information available. As previously
noted, actual notice of the regulatory
action was provided to fishers through
telephone hotlines and radio
notifications. These actions comply
with the requirements of the annual
management measures for ocean salmon
fisheries (89 FR 44553, May 21, 2024; 89
FR 53529, June 27, 2024), the FMP, and
regulations implementing the FMP
under 50 CFR 660.409 and 660.411.

There is good cause under 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3) to waive the 30-day delay in
effective date, as a delay in effectiveness
of this action would allow fishing at
levels inconsistent with the goals of the
FMP and the current management
measures.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 14, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-06584 Filed 4-16-25; 8:45 am]
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Recreational Fishing
for Chinook Salmon in the Cook Inlet
Exclusive Economic Zone Area

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMF'S is prohibiting
recreational fishing for Chinook salmon
in the Cook Inlet exclusive economic
zone (EEZ) Area. This action is
necessary for the conservation of Cook
Inlet Chinook salmon stocks that
continue to be in a low state of
abundance as assessed in the NMFS
2025 stock assessment and fisheries
evaluation (SAFE) report and the 2025
State of Alaska forecasts of very low run
strength.

DATES: Effective 0001 hours, Alaska
local time (A.l.t.), May 1, 2025, through
2400 hours, A.Lt., August 15, 2025.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Adam Zaleski, 907—-206-5802.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the Cook Inlet EEZ Area
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Salmon Fisheries in the EEZ off
Alaska (Salmon FMP). The intended
effect of this action is to conserve and
manage the salmon resources in the
Cook Inlet EEZ Area in accordance with
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). Regulations
governing fishing by U.S. vessels in
accordance with the Salmon FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

In accordance with 50 CFR
679.118(c)(1)(ii), the Regional
Administrator has determined it is
necessary to close Chinook salmon
recreational fishing for conservation and
management purposes and is therefore
prohibiting recreational fishing for
Chinook salmon in the Cook Inlet EEZ

Area. In making this determination, the
Regional Administrator has considered
the following factors: the low proposed
2025 Chinook salmon acceptable
biological catch (ABC) in the Cook Inlet
EEZ Area (proposed ABC of 261
Chinook salmon; 90 FR 14771, April 4,
2025); anticipated harvest rates,
expected mortality, and the potential
number of participants in the
commercial and recreational fisheries in
the Cook Inlet EEZ Area; and the State
of Alaska’s 2025 prediction of run sizes.
Newly released 2025 Chinook salmon
forecasts from the Alaska Department of
Fish and Game (ADF&G) predict very
low run sizes for Chinook salmon stocks
in Cook Inlet, which is likely to
negatively impact the achievement of
spawning escapement targets and
returns during future years. As such,
ADF&G has issued closures of
recreational fishing in State marine
waters of Upper Cook Inlet from May 1
to August 15, 2025: https://
www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/EONR/
index.cfm?ADFG=region.NR
&Year=20256NRID=3802. This action
would prohibit recreational fishing for
Chinook salmon in the Cook Inlet EEZ
Area during the same time period (May
1 to August 15, 2025).

Classification

NMFS issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is authorized by 50 CFR
679.118(c)(1)(ii), which was issued
pursuant to section 304(c) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act, and is necessary
to carry out the Salmon FMP. This
action is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action. Notice and comment would
be impracticable and contrary to the
public interest, as it would prevent
NMFS from responding to the most
recent information regarding the status
of Cook Inlet Chinook salmon stocks in
a timely fashion and would delay the
closure of recreational fishing for
Chinook salmon in the Cook Inlet EEZ
Area. A delay of this closure could
result in recreational harvest of Chinook
salmon that is not supported by current
stock levels, which would prevent the
conservation and management
objectives for the Cook Inlet EEZ Area
salmon fishery. NMFS developed this
action as quickly as possible based on
the relevant information on stock levels
for Chinook salmon, primarily NMFS’s
finalization of the SAFE report that
informs NMFS’s proposed 2025 ABC for
Chinook salmon (90 FR 14771, April 4,


https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/EONR/index.cfm?ADFG=region.NR&Year=2025&NRID=3802
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/EONR/index.cfm?ADFG=region.NR&Year=2025&NRID=3802
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/EONR/index.cfm?ADFG=region.NR&Year=2025&NRID=3802
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/EONR/index.cfm?ADFG=region.NR&Year=2025&NRID=3802
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2025) and the State’s release of 2025

Chinook salmon forecasts for Cook Inlet.

Under section 553(d) of the
Administrative Procedure Act, an
agency must delay the effective date of
an action for 30 days after publication,
unless the agency finds good cause to
make the action effective sooner.
Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(d)(3), the
NOAA Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries has determined that good
cause exists to shorten the 30-day delay
in the effective date of this action and
make this rule effective May 1, 2025.
This finding is based upon the reasons
provided above for waiver of prior
notice and opportunity for public
comment.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: April 14, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-06623 Filed 4—16—25; 8:45 am|
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by

Vessels Using Jig Gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Temporary rule; closure.

SUMMARY: NMFS is prohibiting directed
fishing for Pacific cod by vessels using
jig gear in the Central Regulatory Area
of the Gulf of Alaska (GOA). This action

is necessary to prevent exceeding the A
season allowance of the 2025 total
allowable catch (TAC) of Pacific cod by
vessels using jig gear in the Central
Regulatory Area of the GOA.

DATES: Effective 1200 hours, Alaska
local time (A.L.t.), April 14, 2025,
through 1200 hours, A.Lt., June 10,
2025.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Abby Jahn, 907-586-7416.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: NMFS
manages the groundfish fishery in the
GOA exclusive economic zone
according to the Fishery Management
Plan for Groundfish of the Gulf of
Alaska (FMP) prepared and
recommended by the North Pacific
Fishery Management Council under
authority of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act (Magnuson-Stevens Act).
Regulations governing fishing by U.S.
vessels in accordance with the FMP
appear at subpart H of 50 CFR part 600
and 50 CFR part 679.

The A season allowance of the 2025
Pacific cod TAC apportioned to vessels
using jig gear in the Central Regulatory
Area of the GOA is 277 metric tons (mt)
as established by the final 2025 and
2026 harvest specifications for
groundfish in the GOA (90 FR 12468,
March 18, 2025).

In accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(1),
the Regional Administrator has
determined that the A season allowance
of the 2025 Pacific cod TAC
apportioned to vessels using jig gear in
the Central Regulatory Area of the GOA
will soon be or has been reached.
Therefore, the Regional Administrator is
establishing a directed fishing
allowance of 277 mt and is setting aside
the remaining 0 mt as bycatch because
it is not necessary to support other
anticipated groundfish fisheries. In
accordance with §679.20(d)(1)(iii), the
Regional Administrator finds that this
directed fishing allowance will be or has
been reached. Consequently, NMFS is

prohibiting directed fishing for Pacific
cod by vessels using jig gear in the
Central Regulatory Area of the GOA to
prevent exceeding this sector’s A season
allowance of Pacific cod TAC.

While this closure is effective, the
maximum retainable amounts at
§679.20(e) and (f) apply at any time
during a trip.

Classification

NMEF'S issues this action pursuant to
section 305(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act. This action is required by 50 CFR
part 679, which was issued pursuant to
section 304(b) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, and is exempt from review under
Executive Order 12866.

Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 553(b)(B), there
is good cause to waive prior notice and
an opportunity for public comment on
this action, as notice and comment
would be impracticable and contrary to
the public interest, as it would prevent
NMFS from responding to the most
recent fisheries data in a timely fashion,
and would delay the closure of Pacific
cod by vessels using jig gear in the A
season in the Central Regulatory Area of
the GOA. NMFS was unable to publish
a notice providing time for public
comment because the most recent,
relevant data only became available as
of April 9, 2025.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA also finds good cause
to waive the 30-day delay in the
effective date of this action under 5
U.S.C. 553(d)(3). This finding is based
upon the reasons provided above for
waiver of prior notice and opportunity
for public comment.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 14, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-06622 Filed 4-14-25; 4:15 pm]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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