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helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Statewide
Longitudinal Data System (SLDS)
Survey 2020-2022.

OMB Control Number: 1850-0933.

Type of Review: A revision of an
existing information collection.

Respondents/Affected Public: State,
Local, and Tribal Governments.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 112.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 140.

Abstract: As authorized by the
Educational Technical Assistance Act of
2002, Title II, the Statewide
Longitudinal Data Systems (SLDS) Grant
Program has awarded competitive,
cooperative agreement grants to states
since 2005. Through grants and a
growing range of services and resources,
the program has helped propel the
successful design, development,
implementation, and expansion of K12
and P—20W (early learning through the
workforce) longitudinal data systems.
These systems are intended to enhance
the ability of States to efficiently and
accurately manage, analyze, and use
education data, including individual
student records. The SLDSs should help
states, districts, schools, educators, and
other stakeholders to make data-
informed decisions to improve student
learning and outcomes; as well as to
facilitate research to increase student
achievement and close achievement
gaps. The SLDS grants extend for three
to five years for up to twenty million
dollars per grantee, and grantees are
obligated to submit annual reports and
a final report on the development and
implementation of their systems. All 50
states, five territories, and the District of
Columbia are eligible to apply, and each
state can apply multiple times to

develop different aspects of their data
system. Since November 2005, 97 grants
have been awarded. In addition to the
grants, the program offers many services
and resources to assist education
agencies with SLDS-related work. Best
practices, lessons learned, and non-
proprietary products/solutions
developed by recipients of these grants
and other states are disseminated to aid
all state and local education agencies.
The request to formalize the annual
SLDS Interim Progress Report (IPR) as
the SLDS Survey, intended to provide
insight on state and U.S. territory SLDS
capacity for automated linking of K-12,
teacher, postsecondary, workforce,
career and technical education (CTE),
adult education, and early childhood
data, and to conduct the annual SLDS
Survey from 2017 through 2019 was
approved in February 2017 with the
latest change request approved in
August 2019 (1850-0933 v.1-7). The
SLDS Survey helps inform ongoing
evaluation and targeted technical
assistance efforts to enhance the quality
of the SLDS Program’s support to states.
This request is to conduct the annual
SLDS Survey from 2020 through 2022,
and introduces a new online form for
data collection.

Dated: January 9, 2020.
Stephanie Valentine,

PRA Coordinator, Strategic Collections and
Clearance, Governance and Strategy Division,
Office of Chief Data Officer.

[FR Doc. 2020-00460 Filed 1-14—20; 8:45 am]
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Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget for Review
and Approval; Comment Request;
Federal Student Aid User Experience
Design Research Generic Clearance

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid (FSA),
Department of Education (ED).

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: In accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, ED is
proposing a new information collection.
DATES: Interested persons are invited to
submit comments on or before February
14, 2020.

ADDRESSES: To access and review all the
documents related to the information
collection listed in this notice, please
use http://www.regulations.gov by
searching the Docket ID number ED—
2019-ICCD-0139. Comments submitted
in response to this notice should be

submitted electronically through the
Federal eRulemaking Portal at http://
www.regulations.gov by selecting the
Docket ID number or via postal mail,
commercial delivery, or hand delivery.
If the regulations.gov site is not
available to the public for any reason,
ED will temporarily accept comments at
ICDocketMgr@ed.gov. Please include the
docket ID number and the title of the
information collection request when
requesting documents or submitting
comments. Please note that comments
submitted by fax or email and those
submitted after the comment period will
not be accepted. Written requests for
information or comments submitted by
postal mail or delivery should be
addressed to the Director of the Strategic
Collections and Clearance Governance
and Strategy Division, U.S. Department
of Education, 400 Maryland Ave. SW,
LBJ, Room 6W-208D, Washington, DC
20202-4537.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For
specific questions related to collection
activities, please contact Beth
Grebeldinger, 202—-377-4018.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Department of Education (ED), in
accordance with the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA) (44 U.S.C.
3506(c)(2)(A)), provides the general
public and Federal agencies with an
opportunity to comment on proposed,
revised, and continuing collections of
information. This helps the Department
assess the impact of its information
collection requirements and minimize
the public’s reporting burden. It also
helps the public understand the
Department’s information collection
requirements and provide the requested
data in the desired format. ED is
soliciting comments on the proposed
information collection request (ICR) that
is described below. The Department of
Education is especially interested in
public comment addressing the
following issues: (1) Is this collection
necessary to the proper functions of the
Department; (2) will this information be
processed and used in a timely manner;
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate;
(4) how might the Department enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (5) how
might the Department minimize the
burden of this collection on the
respondents, including through the use
of information technology. Please note
that written comments received in
response to this notice will be
considered public records.

Title of Collection: Federal Student
Aid User Experience Design Research
Generic Clearance.

OMB Control Number: 1845—New.
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Type of Review: A new information
collection.

Respondents/Affected Public:
Individuals or Households.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Responses: 262,400.

Total Estimated Number of Annual
Burden Hours: 74,975.

Abstract: Federal Student Aid (FSA)
seeks to obtain OMB approval of a Fast
Track Process (5-day) generic clearance
to collect qualitative feedback for the
Next Generation Financial Services
Environment (Next Gen). FSA will
collect, analyze, and interpret
information gathered through this
generic clearance to identify strengths
and weaknesses of current service
delivery and make improvements based
on feedback. The solicitation of
feedback will target areas such as:
consistency, personalization,
intuitiveness, accessibility, ease of use,
proactive communication, and
efficiency. The collection of this
information will allow FSA to deliver
clear, consistent information and readily
accessible self-service options at every
stage of the student aid lifecycle. The
insights collected from our customers
and stakeholders will help ensure that
users have a consistent, efficient, and
satisfying experience with FSA’s
programs.

Dated: January 10, 2020.

Kate Mullan,

PRA Coordinator, Strategic Collections and
Clearance Governance and Strategy Division
Office of Chief Data Officer.

[FR Doc. 2020-00498 Filed 1-14-20; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 4000-01-P

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION

Annual Notice of Interest Rates for
Variable-Rate Federal Student Loans
Made Under the William D. Ford
Federal Direct Loan Program

AGENCY: Federal Student Aid,
Department of Education.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The Chief Operating Officer
for Federal Student Aid announces the
interest rates for Federal Direct Stafford/
Ford Loans (Direct Subsidized Loans),
Federal Direct Unsubsidized Stafford/
Ford Loans (Direct Unsubsidized
Loans), and Federal Direct PLUS Loans
(Direct PLUS Loan) with first
disbursement dates before July 1, 2006,
and for Federal Direct Consolidation
Loans (Direct Consolidation Loans) for
which the application was received
before February 1, 1999. The rates
announced in this notice are in effect for
the period July 1, 2019, through June 30,

2020. Catalog of Federal Domestic
Assistance (CFDA) Number: 84.268.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Jon
Utz, U.S. Department of Education, 830
First Street NE, 11th Floor, Washington,
DC 20202. Telephone: (202) 377-4040
or by email: Jon.Utz@ed.gov.

If you use a telecommunications
device for the deaf (TDD) or a text
telephone (TTY), call the Federal Relay
Service (FRS), toll free, at 1-800-877—
8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Direct
Subsidized Loans, Direct Unsubsidized
Loans, Direct PLUS Loans, and Direct
Consolidation Loans (collectively
referred to as “‘Direct Loans”’) may have
either fixed or variable interest rates,
depending on when the loan was first
disbursed or, in the case of a Direct
Consolidation Loan, when the
application for the loan was received.
Direct Subsidized Loans, Direct
Unsubsidized Loans, and Direct PLUS
Loans first disbursed before July 1,
2006, and Direct Consolidation Loans
for which the application was received
before February 1, 1999, have variable
interest rates. For these loans, a new rate
is determined annually and is in effect
during the period from July 1 of one
year through June 30 of the following
year.

Direct Subsidized Loans, Direct
Unsubsidized Loans, and Direct PLUS
Loans first disbursed on or after July 1,
2006, and Direct Consolidation Loans
for which the application was received
on or after February 1, 1999, have fixed
interest rates that apply for the life of
the loan.

This notice announces the interest
rates for variable-rate Direct Loans that
will apply during the period from July
1, 2019, through June 30, 2020. Interest
rate information for fixed-rate Direct
Loans is announced in a separate notice
published in the Federal Register.

Interest rates for variable-rate Direct
Loans are determined in accordance
with formulas specified in section
455(b) of the Higher Education Act of
1965, as amended (HEA) (20 U.S.C.
1087e(b)). The formulas vary depending
on loan type and when the loan was
first disbursed or, for certain Direct
Consolidation Loans, when the
application for the loan was received.
The HEA specifies a maximum interest
rate for these loan types. If the interest
rate formula results in a rate that
exceeds the statutory maximum rate, the
rate is the statutory maximum rate.

Variable-Rate Direct Subsidized Loans,
Direct Unsubsidized Loans, and Direct
PLUS Loans

For Direct Subsidized Loans and
Direct Unsubsidized Loans with first
disbursement dates before July 1, 2006,
and for Direct PLUS Loans with first
disbursement dates on or after July 1,
1998, and before July 1, 2006, the
interest rate is equal to the lesser of—

(1) The bond equivalent rate of 91-day
Treasury bills auctioned at the final
auction held before the June 1
immediately preceding the 12-month
period to which the interest rate applies,
plus a statutory add-on percentage; or

(2) 8.25 percent (for Direct Subsidized
Loans and Direct Unsubsidized Loans)
or 9.00 percent (for Direct PLUS Loans).

For Direct Subsidized Loans and
Direct Unsubsidized Loans with first
disbursement dates on or after July 1,
1995, and before July 1, 2006, the
statutory add-on percentage varies
depending on whether the loan is in an
in-school, grace, or deferment status, or
in any other status. For all other loans,
the statutory add-on percentage is the
same during any status.

The bond equivalent rate of 91-day
Treasury bills auctioned on May 28,
2019, is 2.362 percent, rounded to 2.36
percent.

For Direct PLUS Loans with first
disbursement dates before July 1, 1998,
the interest rate is equal to the lesser
of—

(1) The weekly average 1-year
constant maturity Treasury yield, as
published by the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System, for the last
calendar week ending on or before the
June 26 preceding the 12-month period
to which the interest rate applies, plus
a statutory add-on percentage; or

(2) 9.00 percent.

The weekly average of the one-year
constant maturity Treasury yield, as
published by the Board of Governors of
the Federal Reserve System, for the last
calendar week ending on or before June
26, 2019, is 1.98 percent.

Variable-Rate Direct Consolidation
Loans

A Direct Consolidation Loan may
have up to three components,
depending on the types of loans that
were repaid by the consolidation loan
and when the application for the
consolidation loan was received. The
three components are called Direct
Subsidized Consolidation Loans, Direct
Unsubsidized Consolidation Loans, and
(only for Direct Consolidation Loans
made based on applications received
before July 1, 2006) Direct PLUS
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