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the National Windstorm Impact
Reduction (NWIR) Act, the National
Earthquake Hazard Reduction Act, and
the NIST Organic Act, NIST conducts
research and develops guidance and
other related tools to promote and
enhance the safety and well-being of
people in the face of a hazard event.
With this in mind, NIST proposes to
conduct a number of data collection
efforts within the topic areas of disaster
and failure studies and community
resilience, including studies of specific
disaster events (e.g., wildfire, urban fire,
structure collapse, hurricane,
earthquake, tornado, and flood events),
assessments of community resilience
and sustainability, and evaluations of
the usability and utility of NIST
community resilience guidance or other
products.

These data collection efforts may be
either qualitative or quantitative in
nature or may consist of mixed
methods. Additionally, data may be
collected via a variety of means,
including but not limited to electronic
or social media, direct or indirect
observation (i.e., in person, video and
audio collections), interviews,
questionnaires, and focus groups. NIST
will limit its inquiries to data
collections that solicit strictly voluntary
opinions or responses. The results of the
data collected will be used to decrease
negative impacts of disasters on society,
and, in turn, increase community
resilience within the U.S. communities.
Steps will be taken to protect
confidentiality of respondents in each
activity covered by this request.

This notice pertains to an extension of
a previously approved submission. The
NIST Engineering Laboratory utilizes
this clearance to conduct research in
support of topic areas of disaster and
failure studies and community
resilience (including studies of specific
disaster events such as wildfire, urban
fire, structure collapse, hurricane,
earthquake, tornado, and flood events).

NIST requests maintaining the ICR
Annual Response allotment at 25,000
Responses; and the ICR Annual Hours
allotment at 18,000. NIST assures that
no changes will be made to any of the
individual information collection
requests that have been approved for
use.

II. Method of Collection

NIST will collect this information by
electronic means, when possible, as
well as by mail, fax, telephone,
technical discussions, and in-person
interviews. NIST may also utilize
observational techniques to collect this
information.

II1. Data

OMB Control Number: 0693—0078.
Form Number(s): None.

Type of Review: Regular submission,
extension of a current information
collection.

Affected Public: Individuals or
households; first responders; weather
forecasters; members of the media;
water, power, transportation, and
communications infrastructure
operators; businesses or other for-profit
organizations; not-for-profit institutions;
State, local or tribal government;
Federal government; Standards-making
bodies; Universities.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
25,000.

Estimated Time per Response: Varied,
dependent upon the data collection
method used. The possible response
time to complete a questionnaire may be
15 minutes or 2 hours to participate in
an interview.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 18,000.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $0.

Respondent’s Obligation: Voluntary.
IV. Request for Comments

We are soliciting public comments to
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a)
Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the
accuracy of our estimate of the time and
cost burden for this proposed collection,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who are to
respond, including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this ICR. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.
While you may ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we

cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2025-06179 Filed 4-10-25; 8:45 am]
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notification of standard prices
and fee percentage.

SUMMARY: NMF'S publishes the standard
ex-vessel prices and fee percentage for
cost recovery under the Central Gulf of
Alaska (GOA) Rockfish Program
(Rockfish Program). This action is
intended to provide participants in a
rockfish cooperative with the standard
prices and fee percentage for the 2024
fishing year, which was authorized from
May 1 through November 15. The fee
percentage is 3.00 percent. The fee
payments were due from each rockfish
cooperative on or before February 15,
2025.

DATES: Valid on April 11, 2025.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Dana Whitely, 907-586—7231.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Background

The rockfish fisheries are conducted
in Federal waters near Kodiak, Alaska
by trawl and longline vessels.
Regulations implementing the Rockfish
Program are set forth at 50 CFR part 679.
Exclusive harvesting privileges are
allocated as quota share under the
Rockfish Program for rockfish primary
and secondary species. Each year,
NMEFS issues rockfish primary and
secondary species cooperative quota
(CQ) to rockfish quota share holders to
authorize harvest of these species. The
rockfish primary species are northern
rockfish, Pacific ocean perch, and dusky
rockfish. The rockfish secondary species
include Pacific cod, rougheye rockfish,
shortraker rockfish, sablefish, and
thornyhead rockfish. Rockfish
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cooperatives began fishing under the
Rockfish Program in 2012.

The Rockfish Program is a limited
access privilege program established
under the provisions of section 303A of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
(Magnuson-Stevens Act). Sections 303A
and 304(d) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act
require NMFS to collect fees to recover
the actual costs directly related to the
management, data collection and
analysis, and enforcement of any
limited access privilege program.
Therefore, NMFS is required to collect
fees for the Rockfish Program under
sections 303A and 304(d)(2) of the
Magnuson-Stevens Act. Section
304(d)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act
also limits the cost recovery fee so that
it may not exceed 3.00 percent of the ex-
vessel value of the fish harvested under
the Rockfish Program.

Standard Prices

NMEF'S calculates cost recovery fees
based on standard ex-vessel value
prices, rather than actual price data
provided by each rockfish CQ holder.
Use of standard ex-vessel prices is
allowed under sections 303A and
304(d)(2) of the Magnuson-Stevens Act.
NMFS generates a standard ex-vessel
price for each rockfish primary and
secondary species on a monthly basis to
determine the average price paid per
pound for all shoreside processors
receiving rockfish primary and
secondary species CQ. Rockfish
processors that receive and purchase
landings of rockfish CQQ groundfish must
submit, on an annual basis, a volume
and value report for the period May 1
to November 15 (50 CFR
679.5(r)(10)(ii)).

Regulations at 50 CFR 679.85(b)(2)
require the Regional Administrator to
publish rockfish standard ex-vessel
values during the first quarter of each
calendar year. The standard prices are
described in U.S. dollars per pound for
rockfish primary and secondary species
CQ landings made during the previous
year.

Fee Percentage

NMEFS assesses a fee on the standard
ex-vessel value of rockfish primary
species and rockfish secondary species
CQ harvested by rockfish cooperatives
in the Central GOA and waters adjacent
to the Central GOA when rockfish
primary species caught by a cooperative
are deducted from the Federal total
allowable catch. The rockfish entry level
longline fishery and trawl vessels that
opt out of joining a cooperative are not
subject to cost recovery fees because
those participants do not receive
rockfish CQ. Specific details on the
Rockfish Program’s cost recovery
provision may be found in the
implementing regulations set forth at 50
CFR 679.85.

NMFS informs, by letter, each
rockfish cooperative of the fee
percentage applied to the previous
year’s landings and the total amount
due. Fees are due on or before February
15 of each year. Failure to pay on time
would result in the permit holder’s
rockfish quota share becoming non-
transferable, and the person would be
ineligible to receive any additional
rockfish quota share by transfer. In
addition, cooperative members will not
receive any rockfish CQ the following
year until full payment of the fee is
received by NMFS.

NMFS calculates and publishes in the
Federal Register the fee percentage in
the first quarter of each year according
to the factors and methods described in
Federal regulations at 50 CFR
679.85(c)(2). NMFS determines the fee
percentage that applies to landings
made in the previous year by dividing
the total Rockfish Program management,
data collection and analysis, and
enforcement costs (direct program costs)
during the previous year by the total
standard ex-vessel value of the rockfish
primary species and rockfish secondary
species for all rockfish CQ landings
made during the previous year (fishery
value). NMFS captures the direct
program costs through an established
accounting system that allows staff to
track labor, travel, contracts, rent, and
procurement. Fee collections in any
given year may be less than or greater
than the direct program costs and
fishery value for that year, as the fee
percentage is established by regulation
in the first quarter of the calendar year
based on the program costs and the
fishery value of the previous calendar
year.

Using the fee percentage formula
described above, the estimated
percentage of program costs to value for
the 2024 calendar year is 7.51 percent
of the standard ex-vessel value; since
this is higher than the statutory cap, the
fee percentage is capped at 3.00 percent.
Program costs for 2024 increased by
25.8 percent compared to 2023 costs
and, the fishery value decreased
approximately 39.9 percent resulting in
a higher estimated fee percentage.
Similar to 2023, the majority of 2024
costs were a result of direct personnel
and contract costs.

TABLE 1—STANDARD EX-VESSEL PRICES BY SPECIES FOR THE 2024 ROCKFISH PROGRAM SEASON IN KODIAK, ALASKA

Species

Month

Average price/lb

Dusky Rockfish

Northern Rockfish

Pacific Cod .....cccvieiiiieeceeeceee e

September ...
October ........
November .
May ...........
June ...
July ...
August
September ...
October ........
November .

August
September ...
October ........
November

$0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.11
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.08
0.22
0.24
0.23
0.23
0.23
0.26
0.23
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TABLE 1—STANDARD EX-VESSEL PRICES BY SPECIES FOR THE 2024 ROCKFISH PROGRAM SEASON IN KODIAK, ALASKA—

Continued

Species Month Average price/lb

Pacific Ocean Perch ..o May ...... 0.08
June ..... 0.09

July ... 0.09

August 0.09

SEPIEMDET ..o 0.09

(O 01 (] oY SRR RRRR 0.11

November ... 0.09

Rougheye ROCKFISh .........cccociiiiiiiiiiciee e May ............. 0.15
June ..... 0.15

JUIY e 0.15

AUGUSE .o 0.15

September .. 0.15

October .......... 0.17

November ... 0.15

SabIEISN oo May ............. 0.56
June ..... 0.60

July ... 0.60

August ........ 0.60

September .. 0.60

October ....... 0.60

November ... 0.60

Shortraker ROCkfiSh ........c.coiiiiiiiiiii e May ............. 0.22
June ..... 0.22

JUIY e 0.22

AUGUSE .o 0.22

September .. 0.22

October .......... 0.22

November ... 0.22

Thornyhead ROCKfiSh .........ccoviiiiiiiiiiccee e MY e 0.32
JUNE et 0.24

July ... 0.24

August ........ 0.24

September .. 0.24

October ....... 0.24

NOVEMDET ...t 0.24

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 773 et seq.; 1801
et seq.; 3631 et seq.; Pub. L. 108—447;
Pub. L. 111-281.

Dated: April 7, 2025.

Karen H. Abrams,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-06187 Filed 4—10-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration
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Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions;
General Provisions for Domestic
Fisheries; Application for Exempted
Fishing Permits

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Assistant Regional
Administrator for Sustainable Fisheries,
Greater Atlantic Region, NMFS, has
made a preliminary determination that
an Exempted Fishing Permit (EFP)
application contains all of the required
information and warrants further
consideration. The EFP would allow
federally permitted fishing vessels to
fish outside fishery regulations in
support of exempted fishing activities
proposed by the Northeast Seafood
Coalition, in partnership with the
Massachusetts Division of Marine
Fisheries (MA DMF). Regulations under
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act
require publication of this notification
to provide interested parties the
opportunity to comment on applications
for proposed EFPs.

DATES: Comments must be received on
or before April 28, 2025.

ADDRESSES: You may submit written
comments by email at nmfs.gar.efp@
noaa.gov. Include in the subject line
“Targeted Inshore Cod Protection
Closure Spawning Evaluation.” All

comments received are a part of the
public record and may be posted for
public viewing without change. All
personal identifying information (e.g.,
name, address), confidential business
information, or otherwise sensitive
information submitted voluntarily by
the sender will be publicly accessible.
NMFS will accept anonymous
comments (enter “anonymous” as the
signature if you wish to remain
anonymous).

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Christine Ford, Fishery Management
Specialist, christine.ford@noaa.gov,
978-281-9185.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
applicant submitted a complete
application for an EFP to conduct
commercial fishing activities that the
regulations would otherwise restrict.
This EFP would exempt the
participating vessels from the following
Federal regulations:


mailto:christine.ford@noaa.gov
mailto:nmfs.gar.efp@noaa.gov
mailto:nmfs.gar.efp@noaa.gov

		Superintendent of Documents
	2025-04-10T22:06:14-0400
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	U.S. Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




