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The Consent Agreement, if finally
accepted by the Commission, would
settle charges that Solvay’s proposed
acquisition of Ausimont may have
substantially lessened competition in
two markets: PVDF, and melt-
processible PVDF. The Commission has
reason to believe that Solvay’s proposed
acquisition of Ausimont would have
violated Section 7 of the Clayton Act
and Section 5 of the Federal Trade
Commission Act.

According to the Commission’s
proposed complaint, there are two
relevant lines of commerce in which to
analyze the effects of Solvay’s proposed
acquisition of Ausimont: the production
and sale of all graded of PVDF; and the
production and sale of melt-processible
grades of PVDF. PVDF is a
fluoropolymer used in a wide variety of
applications, including highly durable
architectural coatings, wire and cable
jacketing, fiber optic raceways, chemical
processing equipment, semiconductor
manufacturing equipment, and other
miscellaneous applications. The melt-
processible grades include all PVDF
grades except those used in coatings.

The proposed complaint alleges that
the markets for PVDF and melt-
processible PVDF are highly
concentrated, and that the proposed
acquisition of Ausimont by Solvay
would increase concentration in those
markets. The proposed complaint also
alleges hat entry into the relevant
markets would not be timely, likely, or
sufficient to deter or offset the
acquisition’s adverse competitive
effects. Producers employ proprietary
technology to manufacture PVDF, and
new entry would likely required entry
into the production of VF,, which is a
necessary raw material to produce
PVDF. Entry would likely take as long
as three years.

The proposed complaint alleges that
Solvay’s acquisition of Ausimont would
lessen competition by making
coordinated interaction among the
remaining producers more likely. The
proposed compliant alleges that the
acquisition would leave only two
significant PVDF producers, that
reliable pricing information is available
from customers, and that the large
number of customers in the industry
would make cheating on any
coordination easy to detect. The
proposed complaint further alleges that
Ausimont has been expanding its sales
of melt-processible PVDF, and that the
acquisition would limit the growing
competition between Solvay and
Ausimont in melt-processing grades of
PVDF.

The proposed Order is designed to
remedy the anticompetitive effects of

the acquisition in the market for PVDF
and melt-processible PVDF by requiring
the divestiture of Solvay’s
fluoropolymers business in the U.S.
That business includes Solvay’s PVDF
manufacturing plant in Decatur,
Alabama, and its interest in Alventia
LLGC (“Alventia”), a VF» manufacturing
joint venture. As part of the divestiture,
the proposed Order would also require
Solvay to provide to the Acquirer of the
Solvay PVDF business a royalty-free
license to Solvay’s intellectual property,
including detailed information about
Solvay’s production of PVDF at both
Solvay’s two plants, in Alabama and
France. The scope of the license would
allow the acquirer to manufacture or sell
PVDF anywhere in the world. The
proposed Order would further require
the Respondent to divest other assets
related to the Solvay PVDF business,
including real property, customer lists,
contracts, patents, inventories, and
other intangible assets and goodwill
used to operate the business.

The proposed Order requires that
Respondents divest the Solvay
Fluoropolymers Business to an acquirer
approved by the Commission within
one-hundred and eighty (180) days from
the date upon which Solvay
consummates its acquisition of
Ausimont. The proposed Order also
provides that if Solvay does not
complete its divestiture within that
period, the Commission may appoint a
Divestiture Trustee to divest the Solvay
Fluoropolymers Business in a manner
acceptable to the Commission, or may
require divestiture of Ausimont’s PVDF
business, including its VF, and PVDF
manufacturing operations in Thorofare,
New Jersey. The proposed Order also
provides for the Commission to appoint
a Monitor Trustee to oversee Solvay’s
compliance with the terms of the
proposed Order and the divestiture
agreements that Solvay enters pursuant
to the proposed Order.

The proposed Order to Hold Separate
and Maintain Assets that it also
included in the Consent Agreement
requires that Respondent hold separate
and maintain the viability of Solvay’s
PVDF business as a viable and
competitive operation, and to maintain
the viability of Ausimont’s PVDF
business, until either business is
transferred to the Commission-approved
acquirer. Furthermore, it contains
measures designed to ensure that no
material confidential information is
exchanged between Respondent and the
Solvay PVDF business (except as
otherwise provided in the Order to Hold
Separate and Maintain Assets) and
measures designed to prevent interim
harm to competition in the PVDF

market pending divestiture. The Order
to Hold Separate and Maintain Assets
provides for the Commission to appoint
a Hold Separate Trustee who is charged
with the duty of monitoring
Respondent’s compliance with the
Order to Hold Separate and Maintain
Assets.

The proposed Order requires
Respondent to provide the Commission,
within thirty (30) days from the date the
Order becomes final, a verified written
report setting forth in detail the manner
and form in which the Respondent
intends to comply, is complying, and
has complied with the provisions
relating to the proposed Order and the
Order to Hold Separate and Maintain
Assets. The proposed Order further
requires Respondent to provide the
Commission with a report of
compliance with the Order every thirty
(30) days after the date when the Order
becomes final until the divestiture has
been completed.

The proposed Order has been placed
on the public record for thirty (30) days
to receive comments by interested
persons. Comments received during this
period will become part of the public
record. After thirty (30) days, the
Commission will review the Consent
Agreement and comments received and
decide whether to withdraw its
agreement or make final the Consent
Agreement’s proposed Order and Order
to Hold Separate and Maintain Assets.

The purpose of this analysis is to
facilitate public comment on the
proposed Order. This analysis is not
intended to constitute an official
interpretation of the Consent
Agreement, the proposed Order, or the
Order to Hold Separate and Maintain
Assets or in any way to modify the
terms of the Consent Agreement, the
proposed Order, or the Order to Hold
Separate and Maintain Assets.

By direction of the Commission.

Donald S. Clark,

Secretary.

[FR Doc. 02—11386 Filed 5—-7—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 6750-01-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of the Secretary

Agency Information Collection
Activities: Proposed Collections;
Comment Request

The Department of Health and Human
Services, Office of the Secretary will
periodically publish summaries of
proposed information collections
projects and solicit public comments in
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compliance with the requirements of
Section 3506(c)(2)(A) of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995. To request more
information on the project or to obtain
a copy of the information collection
plans and instruments, call the OS
Reports Clearance Officer on (202) 690—
6207.

Comments are invited on: (a) Whether
the proposed collection of information
is necessary for the proper performance
of the functions of the agency, including
whether the information shall have
practical utility; (b) the accuracy of the
agency’s estimate of the burden of the
proposed collection of information; (c)
ways to enhance the quality, utility and
clarity of the information to be
collected; and (d) ways to minimize the
burden of the collection of information
on respondents, including through the
use of automated collection techniques
or other forms of information
technology.

Proposed Project 1

Protection of Human Subjects: Quality
Assurance Self-Assessment Tool—
NEW—The Office of Human Research
Protections is establishing a new
Quality Improvement Program (QIP) for
human subjects protection programs of
institutions and independent
Institutional Review Boards to
cooperatively work toward the
strengthening of these programs. A
major component of QIP will be the
Quality Assurance Self-Assessment
Tool, a voluntary mechanism which
may be used by institutions to assure
compliance with Federal regulations
and assess a program’s strengths and
weaknesses. The information will be
used by OHRP to identify technical
assistance needs. Respondents:
Businesses or other for-profit, non-profit
institutions; State, Local or Tribal
governments; Federal government;
Annual Number of Respondents: 720;
Burden per Response: 2 hours; Total
Burden: 1,440 hours.

Please send comments to Cynthia
Agens Bauer, OS Reports Clearance
Officer, Room 503H, Humphrey
Building, 200 Independence Avenue
SW, Washington, DC 20201. Written
comments should be received within 60
days of this notice.

Dated: April 26, 2002.

Kerry Weems,

Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary, Budget.
[FR Doc. 02—11428 Filed 5-7—-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150-28-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Office of the Secretary

Notice of Interest Rate on Overdue
Debts

Section 30.13 of the Department of
Health and Human Services’ claims
collection regulations (45 CFR part 30)
provides that the Secretary shall charge
an annual rate of interest as fixed by the
Secretary of the Treasury after taking
into consideration private consumer
rates of interest prevailing on the date
that HHS becomes entitled to recovery.
The rate generally cannot be lower than
the Department of Treasury’s current
value of funds rate or the applicable rate
determined from the “Schedule of
Certified Interest Rates with Range of
Maturities.” This rate may be revised
quarterly by the Secretary of the
Treasury and shall be published
quarterly by the Department of Health
and Human Services in the Federal
Register.

The Secretary of the Treasury has
certified a rate of 11%4% for the quarter
ended March 31, 2002. This interest rate
will remain in effect until such time as
the Secretary of the Treasury notifies
HHS of any change.

Dated: April 29, 2002.
George Strader,
Deputy Assistant Secretary, Finance.
[FR Doc. 02-11429 Filed 5-7-02; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4150-04-M

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND
HUMAN SERVICES

Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention

Food and Drug Administration

National Institutes of Health

A Public Health Action Plan To Combat
Antimicrobial Resistance (Part I:
Domestic Issues): Meeting for Public
Comment on the Antimicrobial
Resistance Interagency Task Force
Annual Report

The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC), Food and Drug
Administration (FDA), and National
Institutes of Health (NIH) announce an
open meeting concerning antimicrobial

resistance.
Name: A Public Health Action Plan to

Combat Antimicrobial Resistance (Part I:

Domestic Issues): Meeting for Public
Comment on the Antimicrobial
Resistance Interagency Task Force
Annual Report.

Time and Date: 10 a.m.—5 p.m., June
26, 2002.

Place: Holiday Inn Select, Versailles
Ballroom, 8120 Wisconsin Avenue,
Bethesda, Maryland, 20814. (Toll-Free:
1-877-888-3001; Tel: 1-301-652—-2000;
Fax: 1-301-652—4525).

Status: Open to the public, limited
only by the space available.

Purpose: To present the first annual
report of progress by Federal agencies in
accomplishing activities outlined in A
Public Health Action Plan to Combat
Antimicrobial Resistance (Part I:
Domestic Issues) and solicit comments
from the public regarding the annual
report. The Action Plan serves as a
blueprint for activities of Federal
agencies to address antimicrobial
resistance. The focus of the plan is on
domestic issues.

Matters To Be Discussed: The agenda
will consist of welcome, introductory
comments, followed by discussion of
each focus area in sequential plenary
sessions lasting about 75 minutes each.
The four focus areas are: Surveillance,
Prevention and Control, Research, and
Product Development. Session leaders
will give a 10 to 15 minute overview at
the beginning of each session, then open
the meeting for general discussion.

Comments and suggestions from the
public for Federal agencies related to
each of the focus areas will be taken
under advisement by the Antimicrobial
Resistance Interagency Task Force. The
agenda does not include development of
consensus positions, guidelines, or
discussions or endorsement of specific
commercial products.

The Action Plan, Annual Report, and
meeting agenda are available at http://
www.cdc.gov/drugresistance. The public
meeting is sponsored by the CDC, FDA,
and NIH in collaboration with seven
other Federal agencies and departments
involved in developing and writing A
Public Health Action Plan to Combat
Antimicrobial Resistance (Part I:
Domestic Issues).

Agenda items are subject to change as
priorities dictate.

Limited time will be available for oral
questions, comments, and suggestions
from the public. Depending on the
number wishing to comment, a time
limit of three minutes may be imposed.
In the interest of time, visual aids will
not be permitted, although written
material may be submitted for
subsequent review by the Task Force.
Written comments and suggestions from
the public are encouraged and should be
received by the contact person or email
listed below prior to the opening of the
meeting or no later than the end of July
2002.
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