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on the South Atlantic Council’s Web 
site at www.safmc.net as it becomes 
available. 

Council addresses: South Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council, 4055 
Faber Place Drive, Suite 201, N. 
Charleston, SC 29405; Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council, 800 North 
State Street, Suite 201, Dover, DE 19901. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Kim 
Iverson, Public Information Officer, 
SAFMC; phone: (843) 571–4366 or toll 
free: (866) SAFMC–10; fax: (843) 769– 
4520; email: kim.iverson@safmc.net. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
recreational fishery for Atlantic 
migratory group cobia is scheduled to 
close on June 20, 2016. The closure 
applies to those fishing for cobia 
recreationally in federal waters from 
Georgia to New York from a private 
vessel, charter vessel, or headboat. The 
closure is the result of accountability 
measures required by federal regulations 
to protect the cobia resource and 
prevent overfishing. The 2015 
recreational catch was 1,540,775 
pounds, 123% over the recreational 
Annual Catch Limit (ACL) of 690,000 
pounds. 

The scheduled recreational closure 
has caused concerns from fishermen, 
particularly those from North Carolina 
and Virginia where the closure will 
have negative economic and social 
impacts due to the seasonality of the 
fishery. As a result, the two Councils 
will host a Cobia Q&A public meeting 
to provide information and help address 
questions and concerns. Council staff 
will give a presentation that includes an 
overview of the Council federal 
management process, historical 
management of cobia, and information 
about current cobia management and 
the pending recreational closure. The 
presentation will also include an 
overview of future management actions 
for cobia currently under consideration 
by the South Atlantic Council. Council 
staff and area Council members will be 
available to answer questions following 
the presentation. 

Written comments should be directed 
to Gregg Waugh, Executive Director, 
South Atlantic Fishery Management 
Council, 4055 Faber Place Drive, Suite 
201, N. Charleston, SC 29405. Email 
comments to Mike.Collins@safmc.net 
with the Subject Line ‘‘Cobia 
Comments’’. FAX comments to (843) 
769–4520. Comments must be received 
in the Council office by 5 p.m. on May 
20, 2016. 

Special Accommodations 

This meeting is physically accessible 
to people with disabilities. Requests for 

auxiliary aids should be directed to the 
Council office (see ADDRESSES) 5 days 
prior to the meeting. 

Note: The times and sequence specified in 
this agenda are subject to change. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: April 12, 2016. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–08779 Filed 4–14–16; 8:45 am] 
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AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice of a public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery 
Management Council (Council) is 
scheduling a public meeting of its 
Scallop Plan Development Team and 
Advisory Panel on Wednesday, May 4, 
2016, to consider actions affecting New 
England Fisheries in the exclusive 
economic zone (EEZ). 
Recommendations from this group will 
be brought to the full Council for formal 
consideration and action, if appropriate. 
DATES: This meeting will be held on 
Wednesday, May 4, 2016, at 9 a.m., to 
view the agenda, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. 

ADDRESSES: The meeting will be held at 
the Hilton Garden Inn Boston Logan 
Airport, 100 Boardman Street, Boston, 
MA 02128; telephone: (617) 571–5478; 
fax: (617) 561–0798. 

Council address: New England 
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water 
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, 
New England Fishery Management 
Council; telephone: (978) 465–0492. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Agenda 
Recipients of recent Scallop Research 

Set-Aside (RSA) awards will provide a 
status update and summary of 
preliminary findings to the Scallop Plan 
Development Team (PDT) and Advisory 
Panel (AP). Presentations will include 
RSA projects that have not yet been 
used directly in the scallop management 

process. This meeting is not a formal 
review of the methods or results of these 
projects. Instead, this meeting is only an 
overview to better inform the PDT and 
AP of current research status and help 
identify future research priority 
recommendations. The PDT and AP will 
review current RSA research priorities 
and discuss potential recommended 
changes for the 2017/2018 Scallop RSA 
funding announcement. Other business 
discussed as necessary. 

Special Accommodations 
This meeting is physically accessible 

to people with disabilities. Requests for 
sign language interpretation or other 
auxiliary aids should be directed to 
Thomas A. Nies, Executive Director, at 
978–465–0492, at least 5 days prior to 
the meeting date. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: April 12, 2016. 
Tracey L. Thompson, 
Acting Director, Office of Sustainable 
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2016–08714 Filed 4–14–16; 8:45 am] 
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Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council; Public Hearings 

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries 
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
Commerce. 
ACTION: Notice; public hearings and 
webinar. 

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council (Council) will 
hold two public hearings and one 
webinar to solicit public comments on 
Reef Fish Amendment 43—Hogfish 
stock definition, status determination 
criteria, annual catch limits, and size 
limit. 
DATES: The public hearings will be held 
May 9–11, 2016. The hearings will begin 
at 6 p.m. and will conclude no later 
than 9 p.m. For specific dates and 
locations, see SUPPLEMENTARY 
INFORMATION. Written public comments 
must be received on or before 5 p.m. 
EST on Friday, May 6, 2016. 
ADDRESSES: The public documents can 
be obtained by contacting the Gulf of 
Mexico Fishery Management Council, 
2203 N. Lois Avenue, Suite 1100, 
Tampa, FL 33607; (813) 348–1630 or on 
their Web site at www.gulfcouncil.org. 

Meeting addresses: The public 
hearings will be held in Naples and St. 
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