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Total Estimated Burden Hours: 40
Status: New Collection.

Authority: Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. 35, as
amended.

Dated: February 26, 2007.

Lillian L. Deitzer,

Departmental Paperwork Reduction Act
Officer, Office of the Chief Information
Officer.

[FR Doc. E7-3609 Filed 2—-28-07; 8:45 am]|
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR-5124-N—05]

Notice of Submission of Proposed
Information Collection to OMB; LOCCS
Voice Response System Payment
Vouchers for Public and Indian
Housing Programs

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public and Indian
Housing, HUD.
ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: The proposed information
collection requirement described below
has been submitted to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
review, as required by the Paperwork
Reduction Act. The Department is
soliciting public comments on the
subject proposal.

HUD is requesting extension of OMB
approval for the application for grant
funds disbursement through the LOCCS
Voice Response System.

DATES: Comments Due Date: April 2,
2007.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit comments regarding
this proposal. Comments should refer to
the proposal by name and/or OMB
Approval Number (2577-0166) and
should be sent to: Aneita Waites,
Reports Liaison Officer, Public and
Indian Housing, Department of Housing
and Urban Development, 451 7th Street,
SW., Room 4116, Washington, DC
20410-5000.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Aneita Waites, Reports Liaison Officer,
Public and Indian Housing, Department
of Housing and Urban Development,
451 7th Street, SW., Room 4116,
Washington, DC 20410-5000; e-mail
Aneita_L._Waites@HUD.gov; telephone
(202) 402—4114. This is not a toll-free
number. Copies of available documents
submitted to OMB may be obtained
from Ms. Waites and at HUD’s Web site
at http://wwws.hud.gov:63001/po/i/
icbts/collectionsearch.cfm.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: This
Notice informs the public that the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban
Development (HUD) will be submitting
the proposed information collection to
OMB for review, as required by the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (44
U.S.C. Chapter 35, as amended). This
Notice is soliciting comments from
members of the public and affecting
agencies concerning the proposed
collection of information to: (1) Evaluate
whether the proposed collection of
information is necessary for the proper

performance of the functions of the
agency, including whether the
information will have practical utility;
(2) Evaluate the accuracy of the agency’s
estimate of the burden of the proposed
collection of information; (3) Enhance
the quality, utility, and clarity of the
information to be collected; and (4)
Minimize the burden of the collection of
information on those who are to
respond; including through the use of
appropriate automated collection
techniques or other forms of information
technology, e.g., permitting electronic
submission of responses.

This Notice Also Lists the Following
Information

Title of Proposal: LOCCS Voice
Response System Payment Vouchers for
Public and Indian Housing Programs.

OMB Approval Number: 2577-0166.
Form Numbers: HUD-50080 series.

Description of the Need for the
Information and its Proposed Use

Grant recipients use the applicable
payment information to request funds
from HUD through the LOCCS/VRS
voice activated system. The information
collected on the payment voucher will
also be used as an internal control
measure to ensure the lawful and
appropriate disbursement of Federal
funds as well as provide a service to
program recipients.

Frequency of Submission: On
occasion.

Number of Annual Hours per _
respondents responses response = Burden hours
Reporting BUrden ... 4,746 114,113 0.15 17,117

Total Estimated Burden Hours:
17,117.

Status: Request for extension of an
existing information collection.

Authority: Section 3507 of the Paperwork
Reduction Act of 1995, 44 U.S.C. 35, as
amended.

Dated: February 16, 2007.

Bessy Kong,

Deputy Assistant Secretary, Office of Policy,
Program and Legislative Initiatives.

[FR Doc. E7-3610 Filed 2—28-07; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND
URBAN DEVELOPMENT

[Docket No. FR—-5128—-N-01]

Regulatory Waivers for Public Housing
Programs To Assist With Transition to
Asset Management

AGENCY: Office of the Assistant
Secretary for Public and Indian
Housing, HUD.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: This notice advises the public
of a process for seeking expedited
waivers of HUD program regulations to
assist public housing agencies (PHAs) as
they convert to asset management. This
notice, which concerns regulations
governing HUD’s Office of Public and
Indian Housing (PIH), does not apply to:

PHAs with less than 250 units that do
not elect to convert to asset
management, Indian and Tribally
Designated Housing Entities (TDHEs),
local tribal governments, or PHAs that
administer only the Section 8 Housing
Choice Voucher program (““Section 8-
only PHAs”). The expedited regulatory
waiver process applies only to waivers
of PIH program regulations applicable to
PHAs.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Gregory A. Byrne, Director, Financial
Management Division, Real Estate
Assessment Center, Office of Public
Housing Programs, Department of
Housing and Urban Development, 550
12th Street, SW., Room 2202,
Washington, DC 20410-5000; telephone
number (202) 475-8632. Persons with
hearing or speech impairments may
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access this number via TTY by calling
the Federal Information Relay Service at
(800) 877-8339.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

I. Background

On September 19, 2005 (70 FR 54984),
HUD published a final rule in the
Federal Register amending the
regulations of the Public Housing
Operating Fund Program at 24 CFR part
990. The final rule provides a new
formula for distributing operating
subsidy to PHAs. The final rule also
requires PHAs with 250 or more public
housing units to convert to asset
management; PHAs with less than 250
units may elect, but are not required, to
convert. While 24 CFR part 990, as
revised by the final rule, directs the
conversion to asset management, it does
not address all aspects of the
organizational and business
requirements related to converting
public housing to a project-based model.

PHAs and their representatives have
expressed concern that the transition to
asset management necessitates extensive
PHA organizational changes, which may
require the waiver of certain HUD
regulatory requirements. Waivers of
HUD regulations are handled on a case-
by-case basis. Under section 7(q) of the
Department of Housing and Urban
Development Act (42 U.S.C. 3535(q)), a
regulated party that seeks a waiver of a
HUD regulation must submit a written
waiver request to HUD that specifies the
need for the waiver. In accordance with
24 CFR 5.110, upon determination of
good cause, HUD may, subject to
statutory limitations, waive provisions
of title 24 of the Code of Federal
Regulations. HUD’s authority to grant
waivers is limited to non-statutory
requirements. Accordingly, HUD
regulations that repeat statutory
requirements may not be waived.

The Secretary has delegated
regulatory waiver authority for PIH
programs to the Assistant Secretary for
Public and Indian Housing (see the
delegation of authority published on
September 16, 2003 (68 FR 54240)). The
Assistant Secretary will respond to all
waiver requests in writing. Each quarter,
HUD will publish in the Federal
Register a summary of all waivers
granted during the preceding period and
the name of each applicant PHA.

II. Expedited Regulatory Waiver
Process

This notice addresses concerns raised
by PHAs by announcing an expedited
process for HUD to respond to PHA
requests for waivers of regulations to
assist in the conversion to asset
management. The waiver process

announced in this notice does not
suspend the normal waiver-granting
process.

A. Eligible PHAs

PHAs converting to asset management
in accordance with 24 CFR part 990
(including PHAs with less than 250
units electing to convert to asset
management) are eligible to request
regulatory waivers using the expedited
process announced in this notice. This
notice does not apply to: PHAs with less
than 250 units that do not elect to
convert, TDHESs, local tribal
governments, or PHAs that administer
only the Section 8 Housing Choice
Voucher program (““‘Section 8-only
PHAs”). PHAs, TDHEs, and local tribal
governments ineligible to request
regulatory waivers using the expedited
procedures of this notice may submit
waiver requests for HUD’s consideration
on a case-by-case basis using customary
waiver procedures.

B. Eligible Regulatory Requirements

Under the expedited regulatory
waiver procedures announced in this
notice, HUD will consider requests for
waivers of non-statutory PIH program
regulations applicable to PHAs (as noted
above, statutory requirements may not
be waived). The expedited process is
particularly designed to address waiver
requests for non-statutory program
requirements that are uniquely different
from requirements applicable to
operators of other HUD-subsidized
housing programs.

For example, while many PHAs have
indicated the need to streamline the
rules regarding the calculation of rent,
such rules are statutory (and essentially
equivalent to those that govern other
HUD-subsidized housing programs,
such as Section 8 project-based
housing). Accordingly, HUD may not
consider waiver requests for such
statutory provisions. On the other hand,
the current requirement that PHAs
conduct annual inspections in
accordance with Uniform Physical
Condition Standards (UPCS) is not
statutory (nor required of operators of
HUD subsidized housing) and therefore
is eligible for waiver under this notice.

C. Waiver Request Process

Eligible PHAs that wish to obtain a
regulatory waiver under the expedited
process described in this notice must
submit their waiver request to the
following email address: PH_Asset_
Management_Expedited_Waiver_
Process@hud.gov. The e-mail request
must contain the following:

o A list of the HUD regulations from
which the PHA specifically requests
relief;

e An Adobe Acrobat PDF copy of the
Board Resolution approving the request
for the waiver(s);

e A statement of the reason (need)
and good cause for the waiver(s), which
specifically addresses how the granting
of the requested regulatory waiver(s)
would facilitate the PHA’s conversion to
asset management; and

e A statement that the PHA will make
any necessary changes in its policies
and procedures required to implement
the waiver(s), if approved.

Please note that, while HUD is not
requiring PHAs to modify their policies
and procedures prior to applying for
these waivers, PHAs are to certify that
they will modify them accordingly prior
to implementation, if HUD approves the
waiver request. To the extent that any
such changes require resident and/or
public notice under 24 CFR part 966
(governing public housing lease and
grievance procedures), the PHA certifies
to meeting those procedural
requirements prior to implementation.
Under part 966, modifications to rules
and regulations that are required to be
incorporated by reference in leases are
subject to comment by affected tenants.
Specifically, § 966.5 provides that PHAs
““shall give at least 30-day written notice
to each affected tenant setting forth the
proposed modification, the reasons
therefor, and providing the tenant an
opportunity to present written
comments which shall be taken into
consideration by the PHA prior to the
proposed modification becoming
effective.”

Under the expedited waiver process
contained in this notice, HUD will
review and either approve or disapprove
the requests within 30 days of receipt of
a complete submission package. HUD
reserves the right to withhold or reject
a waiver request due to a PHA’s
operating performance or due to other
matters.

III. Examples of Possible Regulatory
Requirements to be Considered for
Waivers

The following are examples of non-
statutory PIH regulatory requirements
that have been identified by PHAs as
possibly impacting their conversion to
asset management. In addition, the
following regulations are not required of
operators of HUD’s subsidized housing
programs. The following list of
regulatory requirements is not
exhaustive, but is designed to assist
PHAs in identifying the types of PIH
program requirements that HUD may
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consider waiver requests for under this
notice.

A. 24 CFR 902.60(d) (Management
Operations and Resident Service and
Satisfaction Information)

HUD plans to revise the Public
Housing Assessment System (PHAS)
along the lines of an asset management
model, which will result in different
scoring and tracking mechanisms than
HUD currently utilizes. While the PHAS
is mostly rooted in statute (section 6(j)
of the Housing Act of 1937 (42 U.S.C.
1437d(j)), there is no statutory
requirement that PHAs submit to annual
evaluations. Hence, for PHAs that
request and show good cause, HUD will
waive the requirement to submit a
management operations certification,
and will also waive the resident
satisfaction survey, for a PHA’s final
year prior to required conversion to
project-based budgeting and accounting
(i.e., PHAs with fiscal years ending June
30, 2007, September 30, 2007, December
31, 2007, and March 31, 2008). HUD
will not waive the independent physical
inspection (conducted on all PHAs that
score less than 80 on the previous year’s
inspection) or the requirement to submit
a Financial Data Schedule (FDS). For
purposes of scoring, HUD may, on a
case-by-case basis, consider several
alternatives that provide a PHAS score
based on all four indicators, including:
(1) Carrying over the PHA’s entire PHAS
score from the previous year, or (2)
carrying over only the management
assessment and resident satisfaction
scores and tabulating new physical
condition and financial condition
scores.

B. 24 CFR 902.43 (a)(4) (Annual
Inspections)

Section 6(f) of the United States
Housing Act of 1937 requires PHA
annual inspections. Waivers will be
considered relating to the conduct of
PHA annual inspections in accordance
with Uniform Physical Condition
Standards (UPCS). A PHA would still be
required to conduct annual inspections;
however, in accordance with section
6(f), it could perform those inspections
in accordance with laws, standards, or
state or local codes that the Secretary,
upon granting the waiver, determines
meet or exceed the UPCS. In requesting
a waiver of the UPCS inspection
requirement, the PHA must indicate the
alternative inspection standards it
intends to use and why such alternative
standards meet or exceed the UPCS.
PHAs are still subject to Real Estate
Assessment Center physical inspections
using UPCS at the frequency contained
in 24 CFR part 902.

C. 24 CFR Part 964 (Tenant
Participation)

Part 964 establishes various
requirements for PHAs pertaining to
tenant (resident) participation. HUD
will consider requests for waivers
relating to such issues as: the role of
jurisdiction-wide resident councils (as
these are not mandated by law), PHA
roles in resident participation activities,
requirements concerning resident
council membership, election
procedures, and uniform bylaws.

Dated: February 22, 2007.
Paula O. Blunt,

General Deputy Assistant Secretary for Public
and Indian Housing.

[FR Doc. E7-3625 Filed 2-28-07; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4210-67-P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
Fish and Wildlife Service

Receipt of an Application for an
Incidental Take Permit for
Construction of a Single-Family
Residence in Sarasota County, FL

AGENCY: Fish and Wildlife Service,
Interior.

ACTION: Notice.

SUMMARY: We, the Fish and Wildlife
Service (Service), announce the
availability of an incidental take permit
(ITP) and Habitat Conservation Plan
(HCP). Joseph Pansulla (Applicant)
requests an incidental take permit (ITP)
pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the
Endangered Species Act of 1973 (U.S.C.
1531 et seq.), as amended (Act). The
Applicant anticipates taking about 0.79
acre of Florida scrub-jay (Aphelocoma
coerulescens)(scrub-jay) foraging,
sheltering, and possibly nesting habitat,
incidental to lot preparation for the
construction of a single-family residence
and supporting infrastructure in
Sarasota County, Florida (Project). The
destruction of 0.79 acre of foraging and
sheltering habitat is expected to result
in the take of one family of scrub-jays.
The Applicant’s Habitat Conservation
Plan (HCP) describes the mitigation and
minimization measures proposed to
address the effects of the Projects to the
Florida scrub-jay.

DATES: Written comments on the ITP
application and HCP should be sent to
the South Florida Ecological Services
Office (see ADDRESSES) and should be
received on or before April 2, 2007.
ADDRESSES: Persons wishing to review
the application and HCP may obtain a
copy by writing the Service’s South
Florida Ecological Services Office.

Please reference permit number
TE143178-0 in such requests.
Documents will also be available for
public inspection by appointment
during normal business hours at the
South Florida Ecological Services
Office, 1339 20th Street, Vero Beach,
Florida 32960.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Ms.
Trish Adams, Fish and Wildlife
Biologist, South Florida Ecological
Services Office, Vero Beach, Florida (see
ADDRESSES), telephone: 772/562-3909,
ext. 232.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: If you
wish to comment, you may submit
comments by any one of several
methods. Please reference Pansulla SFL
HCP in such requests. You may mail
comments to the Service’s South Florida
Ecological Services Office (see
ADDRESSES). You may also comment via
the Internet to trish_adams@fws.gov.
Please also include your name and
return address in your internet message.
If you do not receive a confirmation
from us that we have received your
internet message, contact us directly at
the telephone number listed under FOR
FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT. Finally,
you may hand deliver comments to the
Service office listed under ADDRESSES.
Our practice is to make comments,
including names and home addresses of
respondents, available for public review
during regular business hours.
Individual respondents may request that
we withhold their home address from
the administrative record. We will
honor such requests to the extent
allowable by law. There may also be
other circumstances in which we would
withhold from the administrative record
a respondent’s identity, as allowable by
law. If you wish us to withhold your
name and address, you must state this
prominently at the beginning of your
comments. We will not, however,
consider anonymous comments. We
will make all submissions from
organizations or businesses, and from
individuals identifying themselves as
representatives or officials of
organizations or businesses, available
for public inspection in their entirety.

Residential construction for the
Pansulla SFL HCP will take place
within Section 15, Township 40, Range
19, Englewood, Sarasota County,
Florida, on 1 lot. This lot is within
scrub-jay occupied habitat.

The lot encompasses about 1.22 acres,
and the footprint of the homes,
infrastructure, and landscaping
preclude retention on 0.79 acre of scrub-
jay habitat on this lot. In order to
minimize take on site the Applicant
proposes to mitigate for the loss of 0.79
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