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Issued on: July 31, 2025.
Jazmyne Lewis,
Information Collection Officer.
[FR Doc. 2025—-14728 Filed 8—1-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4910-RY-P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
Federal Railroad Administration

Rescinding the Notice of Intent To
Prepare an Environmental Impact
Statement: Baltimore to Washington
Superconducting Magnetic Levitation
Project

AGENCY: Federal Railroad
Administration, Department of
Transportation.

ACTION: Notice of rescission.

SUMMARY: The Federal Railroad
Administration (FRA) is announcing
that it is rescinding its Notice of Intent
(NOI) and will not prepare the
Environmental Impact Statement (EILS)
for the proposed Baltimore-Washington
Superconducting Magnetic Levitation
(SCMAGLEV) Project described therein.
FRA previously issued a NOI to prepare
an EIS in the Federal Register on
November 15, 2016.

DATES: This rescission is effective
immediately.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Please contact Marlys Osterhues, Office
of Environmental Program Management,
202—774—-8646, or via email at
marlys.osterhues@dot.gov.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: FRA
awarded the Maryland Department of
Transportation (MDOT) $27,800,000
through FRA’s Magnetic Levitation
Deployment grants program (MAGLEV
Grants Program), authorized under 23
U.S.C. 322, note, for preliminary
engineering and environmental review
for the SCMAGLEYV Project. The award
was made through Cooperative
Agreement No. FR-MPS-0002-16. The
project would have deployed a new
SCMAGLEYV system between
Washington, DC, and Baltimore, MD,
with an intermediary stop at Baltimore/
Washington International Thurgood
Marshall (BWI) Airport. MDOT
partnered with Baltimore Washington
Rapid Rail (BWRR) to design the
SCMAGLEYV system. BWRR would have
been responsible for construction and
operation of the system. FRA, in
cooperation with MDOT, initiated an
EIS and published an NOI on November
15, 2016, at 81 FR 85319. FRA
published a draft EIS (DEIS) for the
project on January 15, 2021. Following
the end of the 2021 public comment
period on the DEIS, FRA paused the

environmental review process on the
Federal Permitting Dashboard.? The
purpose of the pause was to allow
MDOT and BWRR additional time to
agree on funding to continue the
environmental review process and allow
FRA and MDOT additional time to
review project elements and consider
next steps. Since August 24, 2021, the
environmental review process has
remained paused.

FRA has determined preparation of
the final EIS for the SCMAGLEV Project
is no longer feasible. FRA has found the
current SCMAGLEV Project alternatives
are likely to result in unresolvable
significant effects to federal agencies,
federal property, and critical agency
infrastructure and operations during
project construction and operation,
including to the National Security
Agency (NSA), U.S. Department of
Defense (DOD) and Fort George G.
Meade, National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), U.S
Department of Agriculture (USDA), U.S.
Secret Service (USSS), U.S. Department
of Interior (DOI)—U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS) and National Park
Service (NPS), and the Department of
Labor (DOL). Following extensive
consultation with these agencies, FRA
determined the direct effects would
have substantial negative effects to
agency operations or to important
resources managed by federal agencies.
In addition, indirect effects would also
significantly impair critical
infrastructure and operations and
ongoing agency missions.

FRA reviewed project elements to
consider whether the DEIS alternatives
could be modified to address the
agencies’ concerns. FRA considered
whether modifying the project design of
the alternatives, such as locating the
SCMAGLEV system entirely
underground, would avoid impacts to
federal agencies; however, based on
agency coordination, FRA found this
modification would not address the
agencies’ collective concerns due to the
location of the tunnel and the necessity
to locate required ancillary features
aboveground (e.g., fresh air/emergency
egress [FA/EE]). In addition, BWRR had
previously raised technical concerns
with a completely underground system,
citing cost and constructability, and
advised FRA that its 180-acre trainset
maintenance facility (TMF) likely could
not be located underground.2 Similarly,
FRA considered whether certain project
elements (e.g., TMF, FA/EE facilities)

1 https://www.permits.performance.gov/
permitting-project/dot-projects/baltimore-
washington-superconducting-maglev-project.

2DEIS at 3-7.

could be relocated to avoid impacts.
However, BWRR has noted that the
system is designed to meet the Central
Japan Railway Company’s (JRC’s) 3
requirements for SCMAGLEV operations
and relocation of project elements like
the TMF would be inconsistent with
JRC’s requirements.*

In addition, FRA also considered
whether the project’s Purpose and Need
Statement, which was developed
consistent with the statutory
requirements of the MAGLEV Grants
Program and BWRR’s technical
requirements for system safety and
performance, constrained potential
modifications to the DEIS alternatives.
For example, the Purpose and Need
Statement describes the project’s
objective to achieve optimal speed.
Based on BWRR’s ridership analysis, a
speed up to 310 mph would be
necessary to generate revenue to sustain
the SCMAGLEV system, accounting for
other factors such as power
consumption, aerodynamics, and
human comfort.> However, achieving
this top speed requires a specific
geometry for the SCMAGLEV guideway,
which constrains the ability to avoid
sensitive resources, such as the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife-managed Patuxent
Wildlife Refuge. In addition, the DEIS
Purpose and Need Statement was
developed prior to the significant
federal investment in the Northeast
Corridor (NEC) from the Infrastructure
Investment and Jobs Act, which is
intended to improve intercity passenger
rail service along with NEC.
Accordingly, many of the conclusions of
the Purpose and Need statement may no
longer be valid.

FRA found the alternatives analyzed
in the DEIS cannot be modified to avoid,
minimize, and mitigate significant
effects to federal agencies and federal
property. On June 23, 2025, at the
request of BWRR, FRA coordinated a
meeting with the federal land-owning
and permitted agencies, BWRR, MDOT
and FRA representatives. During the
meeting, BWRR presented the proposed
project alignment. In response, the
agencies emphasized that their previous
comments and significant concerns with
the project described in the draft EIS
remain, further underscoring that the
project is not feasible as proposed.
Therefore, FRA will not prepare a final
EIS.

3JRC is the SCMAGLEV technology owner.

4 See MDE, TMF Site Selection Discussion Points
for USACE JPA Questions January 25, 2021,
available at: https://mde.maryland.gov/programs/
water/WetlandsandWaterways/SiteAssets/Lists/
SCMAGLEV/NewForm/Exhibit%20P%20 %
E2%80%93%20TMF %20Supplement.pdyf.

5DEIS at 3-2.
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FRA received over 6,000 comments
on the DEIS and attended three public
meetings with testimony from members
of the public and other stakeholders.
FRA reviewed a high-level summary of
the public comments prepared by
MDOT. Members of the public were
generally supportive of the use of
SCMAGLEYV technology; the
development of a new transportation
option; as well as potential growth and
economic benefits and job creation from
the project. Members of the public also
raised concerns with potential effects
from project construction and operation,
energy consumption, and impacts to
communities that would not be directly
served by the SCMAGLEV Project. By
rescinding the NOI, FRA is not
precluding future deployment of
SCMAGLEYV technology in the United
States.

Authority: 42 U.S.C. 4321 et seq.

Robert Andrew Feeley,

Acting Administrator.

[FR Doc. 2025-14732 Filed 8—1-25; 8:45 am|]
BILLING CODE 4910-06—P

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

Maritime Administration
[Docket No. MARAD-2025-0333]

Request Notice: Use of Foreign-Built
Small Passenger Vessel in United
States Coastwise Trade, S/V MORNING
STAR

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, DOT.

ACTION: Notice and request for
comments.

SUMMARY: The Secretary of
Transportation, as represented by the
Maritime Administration (MARAD), is
authorized to make determinations
regarding the coastwise use of foreign
built; certain U.S. built; and U.S. and
foreign rebuilt vessels that solely carry
no more than twelve passengers for hire.
MARAD has received such a
determination request and is publishing
this notice to solicit comments to assist
with determining whether the proposed
use of the vessel set forth in the request
would have an adverse effect on U.S.
vessel builders or U.S. coastwise trade
businesses that use U.S.-built vessels in
those businesses. Information about the
requestor’s vessel, including a
description of the proposed service, is
in the SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION
section below.

DATES: Submit comments on or before
September 3, 2025.

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
identified by DOT Docket Number

MARAD-2025-0333 by any one of the
following methods:

e Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to
https://www.regulations.gov. Search
MARAD-2025-0333 and follow the
instructions for submitting comments.

e Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket
Management Facility is in the West
Building, Ground Floor of the U.S.
Department of Transportation. The
Docket Management Facility location
address is U.S. Department of
Transportation, MARAD-2025-0333,
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, West
Building, Room W12-140, Washington,
DC 20590, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, except on
Federal holidays.

Note: If you mail or hand-deliver your
comments, we recommend that you include
your name and a mailing address, an email
address, or a telephone number in the body
of your document so that we can contact you
if we have questions regarding your
submission.

Instructions: All submissions received
must include the agency name and
specific docket number. All comments
received will be posted without change
to the docket at www.regulations.gov,
including any personal information
provided. For detailed instructions on
submitting comments, or to submit
comments that are confidential in
nature, see the section entitled Public
Participation.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Patricia Hagerty, U.S. Department of
Transportation, Maritime
Administration, 1200 New Jersey
Avenue SE, Mail Stop 2, MAR-620,
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone:
(202) 366—5400. Email: smallvessels@
dot.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant
to 46 U.S.C. 12121(b), the U.S. Coast
Guard may issue a certificate of
documentation with a coastwise trade
endorsement for eligible, small
passenger vessels authorized to carry no
more than 12 passengers for hire if
MARAD, after notice and an
opportunity for public comment,
determines the use of the small
passenger vessel in the coastwise trade
will not adversely affect United States
vessel builders or the coastwise trade
business of any person that employs
vessels built in the United States in that
business.?

MARAD has received an eligibility
determination request. Further details
about the requester’s vessel and its

1The U.S. Coast Guard and MARAD have
authority under 46 U.S.C. 12121(b) through the
Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security
and the Secretary of the Department of
Transportation, respectively.

proposed operations may be found in
the determination request posted in the
DOT docket as MARAD-2025-0333 at
https://www.regulations.gov. Interested
parties may comment on the undue
adverse effect this action may have on
U.S. vessel builders or coastwise trade
businesses in the U.S. that employ U.S.-
built vessels in those businesses.
Comments should refer to the vessel
name, state the commenter’s interest in
the request, and demonstrate, with
supporting documentation, the undue
adverse effect on U.S. vessel builders
and coastwise trade businesses.

Public Participation
How do I submit comments?

Please submit comments, including
the attachments, following the
instructions provided under the above
heading entitled ADDRESSES. It may take
a few hours or even days for comments
to be reflected on the docket. Comments
must be written in English. Provide
concise comments and attach additional
documents as necessary. There is no
limit on the length of the attachments.

Where do I go to read public comments,
and find supporting information?

The docket online is located at
https://www.regulations.gov, keyword
search MARAD-2025-0333 or visit the
Docket Management Facility (see
ADDRESSES for hours of operation).
Please periodically check the Docket for
new submissions and supporting
material.

Will my comments be made available to
the public?

Yes. Your entire comment, including
your personal identifying information,
will be made publicly available.

May I submit comments confidentially?

You may request that MARAD treat
your comments as commercially
confidential by submitting them to
SmallVessels@dot.gov. Include in the
email subject heading “Contains
Confidential Commercial Information”
or “Contains CCI” and state in your
submission, with specificity, the basis
for any such confidential treatment
highlighting the CCI portions. If
possible, please provide a summary of
your submission that can be made
available to the public.

If MARAD receives a Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) request for the
information, procedures described in
the Department’s FOIA regulation at 49
CFR 7.29 will be followed. Only
information that is ultimately
determined to be confidential under
those procedures will be exempt from
disclosure under FOIA.
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