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Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public hearings;
request for comments.

SUMMARY: The Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council (Council) will
convene a public hearing to receive
comments on the Council’s proposed
Amendment 21 to the Reef Fish Fishery
Management Plan (Amendment 21) to
extend the time period for the Madison/
Swanson and Steamboat Lumps marine
reserves beyond their June 16, 2004,
expiration date.

DATES: The public hearing will be held
in April. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for specific dates and
times.

ADDRESSES: Written comments should
be sent to, and copies of the scoping
document are available from, the Gulf
Council, 3018 U.S. Highway 301, North,
Suite 1000, Tampa, Florida 33619.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Mr.
Steven Atran, Population Dynamics
Statistician, Gulf of Mexico Fishery
Management Council; telephone 813—
228-2815.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
public hearing will be convened on the
Council’s proposed Amendment 21 to
extend the time period for the Madison/
Swanson and Steamboat Lumps marine
reserves beyond their June 16, 2004,
expiration date.

The Madison/Swanson and Steamboat
Lumps marine reserves were
implemented on June 19, 2000, with a
4—year sunset provision. The Madison/
Swanson site is approximately 115
square nautical miles in size and is
located about 40 nautical miles
southwest of Apalachicola City, FL.
Steamboat Lumps is approximately 104
square nautical miles in size and is
located about 95 nautical miles west of
Tarpon Springs, FL. Within each area,
fishing is prohibited for all species
except for highly migratory species, i.e.,
tunas, marlin, oceanic sharks, sailfishes,
and swordfish. These marine reserves
were created primarily to protect a
portion of the gag spawning
aggregations and to protect a portion of
the offshore population of male gag. The
areas are also suitable habitat and
provide protection for many other
species, such as scamp, red grouper,
warsaw grouper, speckled hind, red
snapper, red porgy, and others.

It was the Council’s intent to prohibit
the use of any fishing gear within the
closed areas in order to maximize
enforceability of the closed area as well
as minimize the negative impact from
incidental catch and release of reef fish
while targeting other species. For this

reason, the Council asked that the
NMFS Highly Migratory Species (HMS)
Division implement compatible closed
area regulations for the species under
their management jurisdiction (tunas,
swordfish, oceanic sharks, and
billfishes). This led to a legal challenge
from a recreational fishing organization.
The recreational organization felt that
restrictions on fishing for migratory
species higher up in the water column
were unwarranted because they would
have no impact on the bottom reef fish
species. As part of a settlement to the
legal challenge, NMFS agreed to hold
the Council’s request to implement an
HMS closure in abeyance while research
is conducted into the impact of the no-
take areas, the effect of pelagic trolling
on and ability to reach reef fish species,
and the impact on enforceability by
allowing pelagic trolling in the no-take
areas. Reports on the results of the
research into these areas are scheduled
to be presented at the May 12—15, 2003,
Council meeting where final action is to
be taken. No action will result in the
two reserves expiring on June 16, 2004,
and the areas re-opening to all fishing.

The public hearing will be held from
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.Wednesday, April 9,
2003, Tampa Airport Hilton, 2225 Lois
Avenue, Tampa, FL; telephone: 813—
877-6688.

In addition, public testimony will be
taken at the May 12—15, 2003, Council
meeting at the Edgewater Beach Resort,
11212 Front Beach Road, Panama City
Beach, FL. (The exact date and time for
public testimony at the May Council
meeting will be announced at a later
time.)

Copies of the draft amendment for
these meetings can be obtained by
calling 813-228-2815.

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Anne Alford at the
Council (see ADDRESSES) by April 2,
2003.

Dated: March 19, 2003.
Richard W. Surdi,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03-6958 Filed 3—21-03; 8:45 am)]
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DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 031903A]

New England Fishery Management
Council; Public Meetings

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings.

SUMMARY: The New England Fishery
Management Council (Council) is
scheduling a public meeting of its Joint
Enforcement Oversight Committee and
Advisory Panel and its Groundfish
Oversight Committee in April, 2003 to
consider actions affecting New England
fisheries in the exclusive economic zone
(EEZ). Recommendations from these
groups will be brought to the full
Council for formal consideration and
action, if appropriate.

DATES: The meetings will be held on
April 7 and 8, 2003. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION for specific dates and
times.

ADDRESSES: The meetings will be held
in Newburyport and Wakefield, MA.
See SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for
specific locations.

Council address: New England
Fishery Management Council, 50 Water
Street, Mill 2, Newburyport, MA 01950.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Paul
J. Howard, Executive Director, New
England Fishery Management Council;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Meeting Dates and Agendas

Monday, April 7, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. —
Joint Enforcement Committee and
Advisory Panel Meeting.

Location: New England Fishery
Management Council Office, 50 Water
Street, Mill 12, Newburyport, MA 01950;
telephone: (978) 465—0492.

The committee and advisory panel
will discuss and review the Monkfish
enforcement analysis. They will also
discuss and review the Habitat
enforcement analyses for Amendment
10 to the Scallop Fishery Management
Plans (FMP) and Groundfish
Amendment 13 FMP. They also plan to
discuss and recommend Vessel
Monitoring System (VMS) requirements
in the U.S./Canada agreement area. The
U.S.Coast Guard is concerned if there
are (1) vessels required to have VMS,
and (2) vessels in the area that just sign-
in for a fixed period, at the same time.
Given time they will review other
business.
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Tuesday, April 8, 2003 at 9:30 a.m. —
Groundfish Oversight Committee
Meeting.

Location: Sheraton Colonial, One
Audubon Road, Wakefield, MA 01880;
telephone: (781) 245-9300.

The committee will meet to continue
development of Amendment 13 to the
Northeast Multispecies (FMP). They
will provide additional advice and
guidance in order to clarify the
management measures that have been
identified for the Amendment. They
will also refine the measures for
administering a hard Total Allowable
Catch (TAC), will consider and act on
advice from the NMFS on
improvements to other measures, and
will develop recommendations to
improve the administration of an
alternative to use fishing years 1996
through 2001 as the baseline period for
establishing effective days-at-sea for
limited access permits. The Committee
will receive a report on measures to
implement a U.S./Canada resource
sharing understanding and may develop
additional recommendations for the
Council’s consideration. Also on the
agenda is the review analysis of
rebuilding periods and reference points
provided by the Plan Development
Team.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
listed in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the Council’s intent to take
final action to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

These meetings are physically
accessible to people with disabilities.
Requests for sign language
interpretation or other auxiliary aids
should be directed to Paul J. Howard
(see ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to
the meeting dates.

Dated: March 19, 2003.
Matteo J. Milazzo,

Acting Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 03—6959 Filed 3—21-03; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

COMMITTEE FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION OF TEXTILE
AGREEMENTS

Request for Public Comments on a
Commercial Availability Request under
the Andean Trade Promotion and Drug
Eradication Act (ATPDEA)

March 20, 2003.

AGENCY: The Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements
(CITA).

ACTION: Request for public comments
concerning a request for a determination
that certain cotton corduroy fabrics, for
use in apparel articles, cannot be
supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner under the ATPDEA.

SUMMARY: On March 17, 2003 the
Chairman of CITA received a petition
from Breaker Jeanswear/ARC
International alleging that certain dyed
cotton corduroy fabrics (see Annex I for
product specifications), classified in
subheading 5801.22.90 of the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS), for use in
apparel articles including men’s and
boys’ jackets and pants, women’s and
girls’ jackets, dresses, skirts, shorts, and
pants, cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner. It
requests that apparel of such fabrics be
eligible for preferential treatment under
the ATPDEA. CITA hereby solicits
public comments on this request, in
particular with regard to whether such
fabrics can be supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner. Comments must be
submitted by April 8, 2003, to the
Chairman, Committee for the
Implementation of Textile Agreements,
Room 3001, United States Department
of Commerce, 14th and Constitution
Avenue, N.W. Washington, D.C. 20230.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Contact: Richard Stetson, International
Trade Specialist, Office of Textiles and
Apparel, U.S. Department of Commerce,
(202) 482-3400.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Section 204 (b)(3)(B)(ii) of the
ATPDEA, Presidential Proclamation 7616 of
October 31, 2002, Executive Order 13277 of
November 19, 2002, and the United States
Trade Representative’s Notice of Further
Assignment of Functions of November 25,
2002.

BACKGROUND:

The ATPDEA provides for quota- and
duty-free treatment for qualifying textile
and apparel products. Such treatment is
generally limited to products

manufactured from yarns and fabrics
formed in the United States or a
beneficiary country. The ATPDEA also
provides for quota- and duty-free
treatment for apparel articles that are
both cut (or knit-to-shape) and sewn or
otherwise assembled in one or more
ATPDEA beneficiary countries from
fabric or yarn that is not formed in the
United States or a beneficiary country,
if it has been determined that such
fabric or yarn cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner. Pursuant
to Executive Order No. 13277 (FR
70305) and the United States Trade
Representative’s Notice of Redelegation
of Authority and Further Assignment of
Functions (FR Doc. 02-30427), the
President’s authority to determine
whether yarns or fabrics cannot be
supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner under the ATPDEA has been
delegated to CITA.

On March 17, 2003, the Chairman of
CITA received a petition from Breaker
Jeanswear/ARC International of Miami,
Florida, alleging that certain dyed
cotton corduroy fabrics, (see Annex I for
product specifications), classified in
subheading 5801.22.90 of the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTSUS), for use in
apparel articles including men’s and
boys’ jackets and pants, women’s and
girls’ jackets, dresses, skirts, shorts, and
pants, cannot be supplied by the
domestic industry in commercial
quantities in a timely manner and
requesting quota- and duty-free
treatment under the ATPDEA for
apparel articles that are both cut and
sewn in one or more ATPDEA
beneficiary countries from such fabrics.

CITA is soliciting public comments
regarding this request, particularly with
respect to whether these fabrics can be
supplied by the domestic industry in
commercial quantities in a timely
manner. Also relevant is whether other
fabrics that are supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner are substitutable for
these fabrics for purposes of the
intended use. Comments must be
received no later than April 8, 2003.
Interested persons are invited to submit
six copies of such comments or
information to the Chairman, Committee
for the Implementation of Textile
Agreements, room 3100, U.S.
Department of Commerce, 14th and
Constitution Avenue, N.W.,
Washington, DC 20230.

If a comment alleges that these fabrics
can be supplied by the domestic
industry in commercial quantities in a
timely manner, CITA will closely
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