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FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Caroline Potter, Fishery Resource
Management Specialist,
Caroline.Potter@noaa.gov, (978) 281—
9325.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The
Gloucester Marine Genomics Institute
submitted a complete application for an
EFP to conduct commercial fishing
activities that the regulations would

TABLE 1—REQUESTED EXEMPTIONS

otherwise restrict. This EFP would
exempt the participating vessels from
the following Federal regulations:

CFR citation

Regulation

Need for exemption

50 CFR 697.20(c)(2) Lobster Mutilation

Landing legs from ovigerous female lobsters.

TABLE 2—PROJECT SUMMARY

Project title Genomic population structure of American lobster in U.S. waters for stock delineation.
Project start 06/01/2025.
Project end 01/31/2026.

Project objectives
Project location
Number of vessels ..
Number of trips ..........
Trip duration (days)
Total number of days ...

Gear type(s) ..coevvverveeeninenns
Number of tows or sets ....
Duration of tows or sets

1 day.

A-pproximately 21.
Lobster pots.
30 per trip.

To assess spatial stock structure and signals of natural selection of American lobster.
Statistical Areas 515, 562, 526, 537, 616, and 611.
Upto 7.

Approximately 7.

3

Project Narrative

This project would assess spatial
stock structure and signals of natural
selection of American lobster by using
a population genomics approach. The
intention is for the project to assist in
improving management unit
delineations for lobster in the Gulf of
Maine, Georges Bank, and Southern
New England regions. To achieve this,
the project sets four aims: (1) improve
the chromosome-level reference genome
assembly for the American lobster; (2)
build collaborative partnerships with
commercial lobstermen and regional
lobster biologists by collecting lobster
tissue samples from locations
throughout U.S. waters and one
Canadian location; (3) assess genetic
population structure and interpret
responses to regional and environmental
conditions recorded within the genome;
and (4) disseminate results to the
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission’s American Lobster
Technical Committee to improve stock
delineations and management strategies.

While the overall project targets 21
locations in state and Federal waters,
this EFP only includes vessels fishing at
7 of these locations of which 6 would
be in Federal waters and 1 would be in
Long Island Sound. At each of the seven
locations, fishermen would fish for
lobster using standard lobster pots,
which would be configured and set
consistent with offshore lobster fishing
practices. This fishing activity is
planned to be conducted as part of the
fishermen’s regular fishing activity.
Legal lobsters that are harvested during

the trips would be landed for sale. For
each late-stage egg-bearing female, the
fishermen would remove for collection
the smallest walking leg. After recording
carapace length and latitude and
longitude, the female would be released.
A maximum of 280 samples would be
collected from across the 7 locations,
with a target sample size of 25 at each
location. One trip would be taken for
each location with each trip lasting
three days.

If approved, the applicant may
request minor modifications and
extensions to the EFP throughout the
year. EFP modifications and extensions
may be granted without further notice if
they are deemed essential to facilitate
completion of the proposed research
and have minimal impacts that do not
change the scope or impact of the
initially approved EFP request. Any
fishing activity conducted outside the
scope of the exempted fishing activity
would be prohibited.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.
Dated: April 14, 2025.
Kelly Denit,

Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries,
National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 2025-06588 Filed 4-16-25; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648—-XE825]

Fisheries of the South Atlantic;
Southeast Data, Assessment, and
Review (SEDAR); Public Meeting

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of SEDAR 90 South
Atlantic Red Snapper Post Data
Workshop Webinar 1.

SUMMARY: The SEDAR 90 assessment
process of South Atlantic Red Snapper
will consist of a Data Workshop, and a
series of assessment webinars, and a
Review Workshop. See SUPPLEMENTARY
INFORMATION.

DATES: The SEDAR 90 Post Data
Workshop Webinar 1 will be held on
Monday, May 12, 2025, from 10 a.m. to
12 p.m. The established times may be
adjusted as necessary to accommodate
the timely completion of discussion
relevant to the assessment process. Such
adjustments may result in the meeting
being extended from or completed prior
to the time established by this notice.
ADDRESSES:

Meeting address: The meeting will be
held via webinar. The webinar is open
to members of the public. Registration
for the webinar is available by
contacting the SEDAR coordinator via
email at Emily.Ott@safmc.net.
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SEDAR address: 4055 Faber Place
Drive, Suite 201, North Charleston, SC
29405.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Emily L. Ott, SEDAR Coordinator; (937)
479-6171; email: Emily.Ott@safmc.net.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The Gulf,
South Atlantic, and Caribbean Fishery
Management Councils, in conjunction
with NMFS and the Atlantic and Gulf
States Marine Fisheries Commaissions
have implemented the Southeast Data,
Assessment and Review (SEDAR)
process, a multi-step method for
determining the status of fish stocks in
the Southeast Region. SEDAR is a multi-
step process including: (1) Data/
Assessment Workshop, and (2) a series
of webinars. The product of the Data/
Assessment Workshop is a report which
compiles and evaluates potential
datasets and recommends which
datasets are appropriate for assessment
analyses, and describes the fisheries,
evaluates the status of the stock,
estimates biological benchmarks,
projects future population conditions,
and recommends research and
monitoring needs. Participants for
SEDAR Workshops are appointed by the
Gulf, South Atlantic, and Caribbean
Fishery Management Councils and
NMFS Southeast Regional Office,
Highly Migratory Species (HMS)
Management Division, and Southeast
Fisheries Science Center. Participants
include data collectors and database
managers; stock assessment scientists,
biologists, and researchers; constituency
representatives including fishermen,
environmentalists, and NGO’s;
International experts; and staff of
Councils, Commissions, and state and
federal agencies.

The items of discussion in the SEDAR
90 Post Data Workshop Webinar1 are as
follows:

e Review any data issues remaining.

¢ Finalize any data decisions
remaining.

¢ Continue discussion on modelling
issues and decisions.

Although non-emergency issues not
contained in this agenda may come
before this group for discussion, those
issues may not be the subject of formal
action during this meeting. Action will
be restricted to those issues specifically
identified in this notice and any issues
arising after publication of this notice
that require emergency action under
section 305(c) of the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management
Act, provided the public has been
notified of the intent to take final action
to address the emergency.

Special Accommodations

The meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for
sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to the
Council office (see ADDRESSES) at least 5
business days prior to each workshop.

Note: The times and sequence specified in
this agenda are subject to change.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: April 14, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-06627 Filed 4-16-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[RTID 0648-XE824]

Marine Mammals; File No. 27552

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice; issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that a
permit has been issued to NMFS’ Pacific
Islands Fisheries Science Center, 1845
Wasp Boulevard, Building 176,
Honolulu, HI 96818 (Responsible Party:
Michelle Barbieri, D.V.M.) to conduct
research and enhancement activities on
Hawaiian monk seals (Neomonachus
schauinslandi).

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request via email to
NMFS.Pr1Comments@noaa.gov.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: Sara
Young or Shasta McClenahan, Ph.D.,
(301) 427-8401.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On
November 8, 2024, notice was published
in the Federal Register (89 FR 88736)
that a request for a permit to conduct
research and enhancement activities
had been submitted by the above-named
applicant. The requested permit was
issued on April 9, 2025, under the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (MMPA; 16 U.S.C. 1361 et
seq.), the regulations governing the
taking and importing of marine
mammals (50 CFR part 216), the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as
amended (ESA; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.),
and the regulations governing the
taking, importing, and exporting of
endangered and threatened species (50
CFR parts 222 through 226).

The permit authorizes the applicant to
carry out research and enhancement
activities to recover the endangered
Hawaiian monk seal along beaches and
nearshore waters throughout the
Hawaiian Archipelago (Northwestern
Hawaiian Islands and main Hawaiian
Islands) and Johnston Atoll. Research
will identify impediments to recovery,
inform the design of conservation
interventions, and evaluate those
measures. Research activities include
visual and photographic monitoring,
capture, tagging, pelage marking, health
screening, foraging studies, deworming,
necropsies, tissue sampling, behavioral
modification, vocalization studies, and
vaccination. Enhancement activities are
designed to improve survival,
reproductive success, and overall
species’ status. Enhancement activities
include deworming, capture,
translocation, hazing and removal of
aggressive adult male seals,
disentangling, dehooking, medical
treatment, behavioral modification,
vaccination, and supplemental feeding
of post-release rehabilitated seals.
Unintentional mortalities during
research and enhancement activities are
requested. Unintentional disturbance of
spinner dolphins (Stenella longirostris)
and bottlenose dolphins (Tursiops
truncatus) during research and
enhancement activities is also
requested. See the application for
complete numbers of animals requested
by species, age-class, and procedure.
Pinniped parts may be collected,
received, exported, and imported for
analysis. The permit is valid through
December 31, 2029.

In compliance with the National
Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42
U.S.C. 4321 et seq.), a final
determination has been made that the
activity proposed is categorically
excluded from the requirement to
prepare an environmental assessment or
environmental impact statement.

Dated: April 11, 2025.

Julia M. Harrison,

Chief, Permits and Conservation Division,
Office of Protected Resources, National
Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-06579 Filed 4-16—25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P
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