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Register by using the article search 
feature at: www.federalregister.gov. 
Specifically, through the advanced 
search feature at this site, you can limit 
your search to documents published by 
the Department. 

Authority: Pub. L. 107–279, title III, 
section 301—National Assessment of 
Educational Progress Authorization Act 
(20 U.S.C. 9621). 

Lesley Muldoon, 
Executive Director, National Assessment 
Governing Board (NAGB), U. S. Department 
of Education. 
[FR Doc. 2024–24274 Filed 10–18–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4000–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

[Docket No.: ED–2024–SCC–0097] 

Agency Information Collection 
Activities; Submission to the Office of 
Management and Budget for Review 
and Approval; Comment Request; 
Education Stabilization Fund— 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief Fund (ESSER I/ 
ESSER II/ARP ESSER Fund) Recipient 
Data Collection Form 

AGENCY: Office of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (OESE), 
Department of Education (ED). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with the 
Paperwork Reduction Act (PRA) of 
1995, the Department is proposing a 
revision of a currently approved 
information collection request (ICR). 
DATES: Interested persons are invited to 
submit comments on or before 
November 20, 2024. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments and 
recommendations for proposed 
information collection requests should 
be submitted within 30 days of 
publication of this notice. Click on this 
link www.reginfo.gov/public/do/ 
PRAMain to access the site. Find this 
information collection request (ICR) by 
selecting ‘‘Department of Education’’ 
under ‘‘Currently Under Review,’’ then 
check the ‘‘Only Show ICR for Public 
Comment’’ checkbox. Reginfo.gov 
provides two links to view documents 
related to this information collection 
request. Information collection forms 
and instructions may be found by 
clicking on the ‘‘View Information 
Collection (IC) List’’ link. Supporting 
statements and other supporting 
documentation may be found by 
clicking on the ‘‘View Supporting 
Statement and Other Documents’’ link. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
specific questions related to collection 

activities, please contact Britt Jung, 202– 
453–6046. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
Department is especially interested in 
public comment addressing the 
following issues: (1) is this collection 
necessary to the proper functions of the 
Department; (2) will this information be 
processed and used in a timely manner; 
(3) is the estimate of burden accurate; 
(4) how might the Department enhance 
the quality, utility, and clarity of the 
information to be collected; and (5) how 
might the Department minimize the 
burden of this collection on the 
respondents, including through the use 
of information technology. Please note 
that written comments received in 
response to this notice will be 
considered public records. 

Title of Collection: Education 
Stabilization Fund—Elementary and 
Secondary School Emergency Relief 
Fund (ESSER I/ESSER II/ARP ESSER 
Fund) Recipient Data Collection Form. 

OMB Control Number: 1810–0749. 
Type of Review: A revision of a 

currently approved ICR. 
Respondents/Affected Public: State, 

Local, and Tribal Governments. 
Total Estimated Number of Annual 

Responses: 14,652. 
Total Estimated Number of Annual 

Burden Hours: 2,051,280. 
Abstract: Under the COVID national 

health emergency, the legislative and 
executive branches of government came 
together to offer relief to those 
individuals and industries affected by 
the COVID–19 virus under the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic 
Security (CARES) Act (Pub. L. 116–136) 
authorized on March 27, 2020, and 
expanded through the Coronavirus 
Response and Relief Supplemental 
Appropriations (CRRSA) Act, and the 
American Rescue Plan (ARP) Act. The 
Elementary and Secondary School 
Emergency Relief (ESSER) Fund awards 
grants to SEAs and for the purpose of 
providing local educational agencies 
(LEAs), including charter schools that 
are LEAs, with emergency relief funds 
to address the impact that Novel 
Coronavirus Disease 2019 (COVID–19) 
has had, and continues to have, on 
elementary and secondary schools 
across the Nation. 

This information collection requests 
approval for a revision to a previously 
approved collection that includes 
annual reporting requirements to 
comply with the requirements of the 
ESSER program and obtain information 
on how the funds were used by State 
and Local Education Agencies. This 
revision includes updates to the 
reporting dates minor language updates 

that do not impact the burden of the 
collection. No new questions are being 
added. 

The information will be reviewed by 
U.S. Department of Education 
(Department) employees to ensure that 
ESSER funds are used in accordance 
with applicable requirements under the 
CARES, CRRSA, and ARP Acts and will 
be shared with the public to promote 
transparency regarding the allocation 
and uses of funds. Furthermore, the 
information collected will be analyzed 
to provide aggregate statistics on SEA 
and LEA use of Education Stabilization 
Fund (ESF) funds to address the impacts 
of the COVID–19 virus on students and 
schools. The collection was used for a 
similar purpose in the first three years 
of its administration, with reporting 
made public in 2021, 2022, and 2024. 

Dated: October 16, 2024. 
Kun Mullan, 
PRA Coordinator, Strategic Collections and 
Clearance Governance and Strategy Division, 
Office of Chief Data Officer, Office of 
Planning, Evaluation and Policy 
Development. 
[FR Doc. 2024–24272 Filed 10–18–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4000–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Notice of Availability of the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
Department of Energy Activities in 
Support of Commercial Production of 
High-Assay Low-Enriched Uranium 
(HALEU) 

AGENCY: Office of Nuclear Energy, 
Department of Energy. 
ACTION: Notice of availability. 

SUMMARY: The U.S. Department of 
Energy (DOE or the Department) 
announces the availability of the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement for 
Department of Energy Activities in 
Support of Commercial Production of 
High-Assay Low-Enriched Uranium 
(HALEU) (Final HALEU EIS) (DOE/EIS– 
0559). DOE prepared the Final HALEU 
EIS in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) to 
evaluate the No Action Alternative and 
the Proposed Action to acquire, through 
procurement from commercial sources, 
HALEU enriched to at least 19.75 and 
less than 20 weight percent U–235 over 
a 10-year period of performance, and to 
facilitate the establishment of 
commercial HALEU fuel production. 
The Proposed Action addresses the 
Energy Act of 2020 for the acquisition 
of HALEU produced by a commercial 
entity using enrichment technology and 
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making it available for commercial use 
or demonstration projects. 
DATES: DOE will issue a Record of 
Decision based on the Final HALEU EIS 
no sooner than 30 days after the 
publication of the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency Notice of Availability 
of the Final HALEU EIS in the Federal 
Register. 
ADDRESSES: Communications regarding 
the Final HALEU EIS should be sent to 
Mr. James Lovejoy, HALEU EIS 
Document Manager, by mail to U.S. 
Department of Energy, Idaho Operations 
Office, 1955 Fremont Avenue, MS 1235, 
Idaho Falls, Idaho 83415; or by email to 
HALEU-EIS@nuclear.energy.gov. The 
Final HALEU EIS is available for 
viewing or download at https://
www.energy.gov/ne/haleu- 
environmental-impact-statement. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information regarding the DOE HALEU 
Availability Program, visit https://
www.energy.gov/ne/haleu-availability- 
program. For information regarding the 
HALEU EIS, visit https://
www.energy.gov/ne/haleu- 
environmental-impact-statement, or 
contact Mr. James Lovejoy at either the 
mailing address listed in the ADDRESSES 
section, via email at HALEU-EIS@
nuclear.energy.gov, or by telephone: 
(208) 526–4519. For general information 
on DOE’s NEPA process, contact Mr. 
Jason Anderson at the mailing address 
listed in the ADDRESSES section, via 
email at HALEU-EIS@
nuclear.energy.gov, or by telephone: 
(208) 360–3437. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Background 
The Energy Act of 2020, codified at 42 

U.S.C. 16281(a)(1), directs DOE ‘‘to 
establish and carry out . . . a program 
to support the availability of HA–LEU 
for civilian domestic research, 
development, demonstration, and 
commercial use.’’ Section 
2001(a)(2)(D)(v) of the Energy Act more 
specifically directs DOE to consider 
using enrichment technology to make 
HALEU available for commercial use or 
demonstration projects, where such 
HALEU is produced in the United States 
by—(I) a United States-owned 
commercial entity operating United 
States-origin technology; (II) a United 
States-owned commercial entity 
operating a foreign-origin technology; or 
(III) a foreign-owned entity operating a 
foreign-origin technology, 42 U.S.C. 
16281(a)(2)(D)(v). 

The current U.S. commercial power 
reactor fuel cycle is based on low- 
enriched uranium (LEU) enriched to 
less than 5 percent of uranium-235 (U– 

235), but many advanced reactor 
designs require HALEU. 

HALEU is defined as ‘‘uranium 
having an assay greater than 5.0 weight 
percent and less than 20.0 weight 
percent of the uranium-235 isotope,’’ 42 
U.S.C. 16281(d)(4). In the United States, 
HALEU is currently made, in limited 
quantities, by blending down DOE 
stockpiles of highly enriched uranium 
(HEU) (enriched to 20 percent or 
greater), with natural uranium or lower 
enriched uranium (i.e., 
‘‘downblending’’). Anticipated demand 
from research reactors, isotope 
production facilities, and advanced 
nuclear reactors will require more 
HALEU to be manufactured for 
commercial purposes. DOE has limited 
capability to produce HALEU by 
downblending existing surplus 
stockpiles of HEU. A sufficient domestic 
commercial capability to produce 
HALEU through enrichment of natural 
uranium or LEU does not exist in the 
United States. 

DOE projects that more than 40 metric 
tons (MT) of HALEU will be needed by 
2030 with additional amounts required 
each year thereafter to deploy a new 
fleet of advanced reactors in a timeframe 
that supports the Administration’s 2050 
net-zero emissions target. The lack of an 
adequate domestic, commercial fuel 
supply could impede both reactor 
demonstrations and the development of 
future advanced reactor technologies. 

As indicated by many commercial 
entities that responded to DOE’s 
Request for Information (RFI) Regarding 
Planning for Establishment of a Program 
to Support the Availability of High- 
Assay Low Enriched Uranium (HALEU) 
for Civilian Domestic Research, 
Development, Demonstration, and 
Commercial Use, 86 FR 71055 (Dec. 14, 
2021) (referred to as the ‘‘RFI’’), there 
are potential timing and coordination 
issues with developing that capability. 
Those interested in designing, building, 
and operating advanced reactor designs 
that use HALEU fuel are hesitant to 
invest in the technology without a firm 
source of HALEU fuel. Likewise, those 
interested in providing HALEU fuel are 
hesitant to invest in facilities without a 
firm demand. As described in multiple 
responses to the RFI, this is a ‘‘chicken- 
and-egg’’ dilemma. 

This concern is a consistent theme in 
the industry responses to DOE’s RFI. 
Responders emphasized the opportunity 
for DOE to be an agent for stability (both 
in assuring HALEU availability and 
market price certainty) during the initial 
phase of HALEU fuel production. 

To address this issue, an initial 
public/private partnership is intended 
to accelerate development of a 

sustainable commercial HALEU supply 
capability. If successful, this partnership 
could provide the incentive for the 
private sector to incrementally expand 
the capacity in a modular fashion as a 
sustainable market develops. 

In 2023 and early 2024, DOE 
published two Requests for Proposals 
(RFPs) specific to HALEU. One covers 
DOE’s planned acquisition of HALEU as 
enriched uranium hexafluoride. The 
other is for deconversion services to 
deconvert enriched HALEU to other 
forms, such as metal or oxide, that will 
be used to fabricate fuels required by 
many advanced reactor developers. 
Under DOE’s Request for Proposals for 
High-Assay Low-Enriched Uranium 
(HALEU)—Enrichment Acquisition (the 
‘‘Enrichment RFP’’), DOE solicited 
responses from industry regarding 
DOE’s proposal to acquire, through 
procurement from commercial sources, 
HALEU as uranium hexafluoride (UF6) 
enriched to a minimum of 19.75 and 
less than 20 weight percent U–235. 

The enriched UF6 must be 
deconverted to other forms, like oxide 
or metal, before it can be fabricated into 
HALEU fuel or put to other use. Under 
DOE’s Request for Proposals for the 
High-Assay Low-Enriched Uranium 
(HALEU)—Deconversion Acquisition 
(the ‘‘Deconversion RFP’’), DOE 
solicited responses from industry 
regarding DOE’s proposal to acquire 
domestic HALEU deconversion services 
for HALEU and storage until future fuel 
fabrication. 

DOE issued an additional RFP in June 
2024, for acquisition of LEU from 
domestic sources offering new 
production capacity. During the 
preparation of this EIS, responses to 
these Requests for Proposals were being 
evaluated and awards had not been 
made. 

Alternatives 
The Final HALEU EIS evaluates 

potential environmental impacts for the 
Proposed Action and the No Action 
Alternative. The Proposed Action is to 
acquire, through procurement from 
commercial sources, HALEU enriched 
to at least 19.75 and less than 20 weight 
percent U–235 over a 10-year period of 
performance, and to facilitate the 
establishment of commercial HALEU 
fuel production. The Proposed Action 
addresses Section 2001(a)(2)(D)(v) of the 
Energy Act of 2020, codified at 42 
U.S.C. 16281, for the acquisition of 
HALEU produced by a commercial 
entity using enrichment technology and 
making it available for commercial use 
or demonstration projects. 

This Final HALEU EIS addresses the 
following activities facilitating the 
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1 In accordance with the Council on 
Environmental Quality’s regulations, the unique 
identification number for documents relating to this 
environmental review is EAXX–019–20–000– 
1728462572. 40 CFR 1501.5(c)(4) (2024). 

commercialization of HALEU fuel 
production and acquisition of up to 290 
MT of HALEU under the Proposed 
Action: (1) mining, extraction, and 
recovery of uranium ore producing 
triuranium octoxide (U3O8) (from in-situ 
recovery or conventional mining and 
milling sources); (2) uranium 
conversion from U3O8 to UF6 for input 
to enrichment facilities; (3) enrichment 
in up to three steps (a) from natural 
uranium to LEU of no more than 5 
weight percent U–235, (b) from LEU to 
HALEU greater than 5 and less than 10 
weight percent U–235, and (c) to 
HALEU from 10 to less than 20 weight 
percent U–235; (4) HALEU 
deconversion from UF6 to uranium 
oxide, metal, and other forms; (5) 
storage of HALEU; (6) transportation of 
uranium/HALEU between facilities; and 
(7) DOE acquisition of HALEU of at least 
19.75 weight percent and less than 20 
weight percent U–235. While not 
specifically a part of the Proposed 
Action, the following related actions 
could result from implementation of the 
Proposed Action: (1) fuel fabrication for 
a variety of fuel types; (2) HALEU- 
fueled reactor (demonstration and test, 
power, isotope production) operations; 
and (3) spent fuel storage and 
disposition. Although these are 
reasonably foreseeable activities that 
could result from implementation of the 
Proposed Action, many of the specifics 
(e.g., locations, vendors, reactor designs, 
type of technology, fuel forms) are 
unknown or not developed. These 
activities are dependent upon decisions 
outside of the Proposed Action 
activities. Further, the extent to which 
these activities could happen and if so, 
where they would happen is unknown 
and highly speculative. Therefore, a 
detailed assessment of the impacts of 
these activities is not included in the 
EIS. DOE acknowledged and addressed 
the impacts from these reasonably 
foreseeable activities to the extent 
practicable in the Final HALEU EIS. 

While the Final HALEU EIS provides 
information that could be used to 
identify impacts from the construction 
and operation of HALEU fuel cycle 
facilities, the selection of specific 
locations and facilities will not be a part 
of the Record of Decision for this EIS. 

The No Action Alternative is the 
status quo, where DOE would not 
implement the Proposed Action and no 
sufficient domestic commercial supply 
of HALEU is available. Development of 
a domestic commercial supply of 
HALEU would be left to industry or 
industry would remain reliant on 
foreign supplies of HALEU. 

The Proposed Action—to acquire, 
through procurement from commercial 

sources, HALEU enriched to at least 
19.75 and less than 20 weight percent 
U–235 over a 10-year period of 
performance, and to facilitate the 
establishment of commercial HALEU 
fuel production—is DOE’s Preferred 
Alternative. 

Public Involvement 

The Final HALEU EIS follows the 
March 2024 release of the Draft HALEU 
EIS (DOE/EIS–0059). The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
published its Notice of Availability on 
March 8, 89 FR 16765 (Mar. 8, 2024). 
DOE accepted comments through April 
22, 2024. During the review and 
comment period, DOE held three virtual 
hearings, two virtual Tribal Listening 
Sessions, and one in-person Tribal 
Listening Session. DOE received 
comments from Federal and state 
agencies, Tribes, industry, nonprofit 
organizations, and the public. In 
preparing the Final HALEU EIS, DOE 
considered and responded to the 
comments received on the Draft HALEU 
EIS. Responses to all comment are 
included in Volume 3 of the Final 
HALEU EIS. 

Signing Authority 

This document of DOE was signed on 
October 16, 2024, by Dr. Michael Goff, 
Acting Assistant Secretary for Nuclear 
Energy, pursuant to delegated authority 
from the Secretary of Energy. That 
document with the original signature 
and date is maintained by DOE. For 
administrative purposes only, and in 
compliance with requirements of the 
Office of the Federal Register, the 
undersigned DOE Federal Register 
Liaison Officer has been authorized to 
sign and submit the document in 
electronic format for publication, as an 
official document of DOE. This 
administrative process in no way alters 
the legal effect of this document upon 
publication in the Federal Register. 

Signed in Washington, DC, on October 16, 
2024. 

Treena V. Garrett, 
Federal Register Liaison Officer, U.S. 
Department of Energy. 
[FR Doc. 2024–24286 Filed 10–18–24; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 6450–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 

Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission 

[Project No. 8402–004] 

American Climate Partners; Notice of 
Intent To Prepare an Environmental 
Assessment 

On October 12, 2023, American 
Climate Partners filed an application for 
surrender of the exemption for the 
Rapidan Mill Hydroelectric Project No. 
8402. The project is located in Rapidan, 
on Rapidan River in Orange and 
Culpeper counties, Virginia. The project 
does not occupy federal lands. 

The exemptee proposes to surrender 
its exemption. To decommission the 
project, the exemptee proposes to 
remove the equipment used to operate 
the turbine preventing future 
generation. No physical changes to any 
project features are planned and no 
ground disturbance would occur under 
this proposal. The dam would remain in 
place. After Commission jurisdiction 
ends, however, the exemptee indicates 
that the dam may be removed in 
collaboration with several other federal 
and state resource agencies. The 
Commission issued public notice of the 
proposed surrender on February 23, 
2024. 

This notice identifies Commission 
staff’s intention to prepare an 
environmental assessment (EA) for the 
project.1 The planned schedule for the 
completion of the EA is April 1, 2025. 
Revisions to the schedule may be made 
as appropriate. The EA will be issued 
and made available for review by all 
interested parties and a 30-day comment 
period. All comments filed on the EA 
will be reviewed by staff and considered 
in the Commission’s final decision on 
the proceeding. 

The Commission’s Office of Public 
Participation (OPP) supports meaningful 
public engagement and participation in 
Commission proceedings. OPP can help 
members of the public, including 
landowners, environmental justice 
communities, Tribal members, and 
others to access publicly available 
information and navigate Commission 
processes. For public inquiries and 
assistance with making filings such as 
interventions, comments, or requests for 
rehearing, the public is encouraged to 
contact OPP at (202) 502–6595 or OPP@
ferc.gov. 
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