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Fishery Conservation and Management
Act. Following this, the Council will
convene an open session with
introductions and announcements from
the Council Chair. Reports on recent
activities will be provided by the
Council Chair and Executive Director,
Greater Atlantic Regional Fisheries
Office (GARFO), NOAA General
Counsel, Northeast Fisheries Science
Center (NEFSC), Mid-Atlantic Fishery
Management Council (MAFMC),
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC), U.S. Coast
Guard, and NOAA Enforcement.

The Council will receive a report from
the Executive Director on the May 2025
Council Coordination Committee (CCC)
and Northeast Region Coordinating
Council (NRCC) meetings, which will
include updates on national and
regional fishery management priorities.

After the lunch break, Council staff
will present an overview of Executive
Order 14276, “Restoring American
Seafood Competitiveness.” The Council
will discuss potential measures to
reduce regulatory burdens on domestic
fisheries and will initiate an omnibus
action to evaluate management
flexibility measures such as
specification frequency, rollover
provisions, and in-season adjustment
authority. The discussion will also
include an update on the range of
options and action timeline.

Later in the afternoon, the Council
will be introduced to the Holistic
Strategic Plan Initiative by the Parnin
Group. The presentation will include an
overview of the project’s goals, a
timeline and workplan, and a preview
of interview and focus group planning.

The Council will then receive a
presentation from NEFSC staff on
offshore energy, with an overview of
NOAA Fisheries’ offshore wind
monitoring standards. The Council will
adjourn for the day and later host a
public outreach session in the hotel
lobby to encourage informal discussions
between Council members, staff,
industry representatives, and members
of the public. All are welcome to attend.

Wednesday, June 25, 2025

The Council will reconvene the
second day with a presentation by
NEFSC staff on the peer-reviewed
results of the 2025 Atlantic Sea Scallop
Research Track Assessment. The
Scallop Committee will then report on
multiple topics, including the Scallop
Strategic Plan, a review of the Limited
Access General Category Individual
Fishing Quota (IFQ) Program, updates to
the Scallop Research Set-Aside (RSA)
Program process, and other relevant
items. The Council will also initiate

Framework Adjustment 40 to develop
specifications for the scallop 2026
fishing year, establish 2027 default
measures, and consider additional
management measures.

Following this, the Council will
consider a joint action with the MAFMC
on spiny dogfish, including a framework
to modify accountability measures. The
Council will review and consider
adopting a range of draft alternatives for
further analysis and discuss merging the
2026-2027 specifications into the
action.

After the lunch break, the Council
will hear a presentation from NEFSC on
the results of the 2022 Cost Survey
Effort. The Groundfish Committee will
then provide a report including the
initiation of Framework Adjustment 72
to set specifications for groundfish
stocks for FY 2026-2028, establish U.S./
Canada Total Allowable Catch (TAC) for
FY 2026, and address other measures.
The Council will also review and
consider revisions to its 2025
groundfish priorities, with particular
focus on Atlantic cod, and discuss
options for transitioning cod stocks
within the Northeast Multispecies
Fishery Management Plan.

The day will conclude with an open
period for public comment on matters
not listed on the agenda.

Thursday, June 26, 2025

The Council will lead off the third
and final day of its meeting with
updates from the On-Demand Fishing
Gear Conflict Working Group. The
Council will receive updates on the
development of a gear-marking
framework to allow the use of fixed gear
without persistent buoy lines in New
England and Mid-Atlantic fisheries, as
well as a progress report on Working
Group activities.

GARFO staff will provide an overview
of the Notice of Intent and public
scoping process for revisions to the
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction
Plan. The Scientific and Statistical
Committee (SSC) Social Science
Subpanel Chair will then present on the
subpanel’s inaugural meeting, its goals
and objectives, and the proposed 2025—
2026 workplan.

The Council will receive planning
updates from the Executive Director,
including information on 2025 Council
priorities, Inflation Reduction Act
initiatives, action timelines, and other
Council activities. The meeting will
conclude with any other business the
Council wishes to address.

Special Accommodations

This meeting is physically accessible
to people with disabilities. Requests for

sign language interpretation or other
auxiliary aids should be directed to
Executive Director Cate O’Keefe (see
ADDRESSES) at least 5 days prior to the
meeting date.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: June 12, 2025.
Rey Israel Marquez,

Acting Deputy Director, Office of Sustainable
Fisheries, National Marine Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 2025-11077 Filed 6—13—25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
Review and Approval; Comment
Request; Marine Mammal Health MAP
Data Forms

AGENCY: National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection,
request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to comment on
proposed and continuing information
collections, which helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. The purpose of this
notice is to allow for 60 days of public
comment preceding submission of the
collection to OMB.

DATES: To ensure consideration,
comments regarding this proposed
information collection must be received
on or before August 15, 2025.

ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments to
Adrienne Thomas, NOAA PRA Officer,
at NOAA.PRA@noaa.gov. Please
reference OMB Control Number 0648—
0178 in the subject line of your
comments. Do not submit Confidential
Business Information or otherwise
sensitive or protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
specific questions related to collection
activities should be directed to Stephen
Manley, NMFS Office of Protected
Resources, 1315 East West Highway,
#13604, Silver Spring, MD 20910, (301)
427-8476 or stephen.manley@noaa.gov.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
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1. Abstract

This request is for revision and
extension of a previously approved data
collection (Marine Mammal Health
MAP data forms; formerly the Marine
Mammal Stranding Reports/Marine
Mammal Rehabilitation Disposition
Report/Human Interaction Data Sheet).

Under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act of 1972 (MMPA), the Secretary of
Commerce (Secretary), who has
delegated responsibility under this Act
to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, is
charged with the protection and
management of marine mammals
(cetaceans and pinnipeds, excluding
walrus) and is responsible for collecting
information on marine mammal
strandings, which will be compiled and
analyzed, by region, to monitor species,
numbers, conditions, and causes of
illnesses and deaths of stranded
animals. Under a revision to the MMPA
passed in December 2022, the Secretary
is also responsible for collection of
information on other life history and
reference data, including results of
tissue analyses from stranded marine
mammal if performed.

In addition, under the MMPA,
NOAA’s National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS) has the responsibility to
make determinations on the
sustainability of marine mammal
population stocks, on the impact of
fisheries and other human activities on
marine mammals, and on the health of
marine mammals and related
environmental considerations.
Specifically section 402(b) of the MMPA
(16 U.S.C. 1421a) requires the Secretary
to collect and update information on
strandings. It further provides that the
Secretary shall compile and analyze, by
region, the species, numbers,
conditions, and causes of illnesses and
deaths in stranded marine mammals.
Section 404 (a) of the MMPA (16 U.S.C.
1421c) mandates that the Secretary
respond to unusual marine mammal
mortality events. Without a historical
baseline, established through the
collection of health information from
marine mammal stranding events,
detection of unusual mortality events
could be difficult and investigations
could be impeded. Section 401(b) of the
MMPA (16 U.S.C. 1421) requires NMFS
to facilitate the collection and
dissemination of reference data on the
health of marine mammal populations
in the wild and to correlate health with
physical, chemical, and biological
environmental parameters.

Section 402 of the MMPA (16 U.S.
Code 1421a) was amended by the James

M. Inhofe National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023,
P. L. 117-263, Div. J, Title CIV. The
amendments mandated that the Marine
Mammal Health and Stranding
Response Program (MMHSRP) shall—
‘(1) establish a marine mammal health
monitoring and analysis platform
(Health MAP); ““(2) incorporate the
Health MAP into the National Integrated
Coastal and Ocean Observation System;
and ‘“(3) make the Health MAP—*“(A)
publicly accessible through the web
portal of the Observation System; and
“(B) interoperable with other national
data systems or other data systems for
management or research purposes, as
practicable.

Additionally, the amendments
mandated that Health MAP will collect
the following information: (A) data on
the stranding event, including NOAA
Form 89-864, NOAA Form 89-878,
similar successor forms, or similar
information in an appropriate format;
(B) supplemental data surrounding the
event (i.e., weather tides, offshore
human activities, morphometric, etc.)
that provide context for data collected
during stranding events; and (C) data
and results from laboratory analyses of
tissues. In order to collect this
information on a national scale from
members of the National Stranding
Network and National Entanglement
Response Network, NMFS must
standardize data collection protocols for
additional health parameters and
analytic results. Data and samples
collected from stranded marine
mammals are a critical part of the
implementation of this mandate.

Specifically, the data from the new
Marine Mammal Health MAP forms
provide NMFS with information on the
morphology, life history, biology,
general health, health and stranding
trends, human interactions, causes of
mortality, and distribution of stranded
marine mammal species. These data
provide information which may help in
making assessments on the status of
population stocks. Recording data on
marine mammal strandings and
entanglements may serve as an indicator
that a particular population is impacted,
threatened or at increased risk from a
specific threat, and when provided in a
timely manner, aid in management
practices.

Significant edits to the data collection
forms are proposed. This includes the
significant reworking of one of the three
currently approved forms, the
elimination of two of the three currently
approved forms, and the creation of
eight new forms to respond to the new
mandated requirements and improve
existing data collection practices. The

eight new forms are—(1) a Marine
Mammal Report—Basic Data Form, a
significant reworking of the existing
Level A Stranding Report into a three
page form to capture basic data on
marine mammal strandings and
entanglements (paper and electronic
version of the form are proposed), (2) a
Morphometrics form for cetaceans and
pinnipeds (electronic form only), (3) a
Live Animal Evaluation Form, including
rehabilitation admission and release
exam data (electronic form only); (4) a
Dead Animal Examination Form,
including gross necropsy findings
(electronic form only); (5)
Histopathology Form (electronic form
only); (6) a Samples Collected Form
(electronic form only); (7) a Sample
Analysis Results Form (electronic form
only) and (8) a Findings Form
(electronic form only).

The Marine Mammal Stranding
Report—Level A currently serves as the
initial report for all marine mammal
stranding events and some marine
mammal entanglement cases (entangled
cetaceans) in the United States, and
provides basic health data on these
events. This form is generally filled out
for every marine mammal stranding
case, regardless of whether or not a
response was conducted by authorized
members of the U.S. Marine Mammal
Stranding Response Network. Each of
the NMFS regions approves and issues
a Stranding Agreement (SA) or other
form of agreement to marine mammal
rehabilitation centers under § 112(c) of
the MMPA, which allows the Secretary
to enter into agreements in order to
fulfill the general purposes of the Act,
and under § 403 of the MMPA, which
provides specific authority to enter into
such stranding response agreements. A
previous renewal of the Stranding Level
A form also included the collection of
some entanglement data using the
Marine Mammal Stranding Report—
Level A Form. However, NMFS has
determined that this form does not
effectively capture the data necessary to
appropriately document marine
mammal entanglement cases, and is
therefore proposing to significantly
rework it into a streamlined form, the
Marine Mammal Report—Basic Data
Form.

This new Basic Data Form combines
some data fields from the three forms
currently in use for this data collection
(Marine Mammal Stranding Report-
Level A Data, Marine Mammal
Rehabilitation Disposition Report, and
Marine Mammal Human Interaction
Report). The Basic Data Form will be
filled out for all live and dead marine
mammal stranding and entanglement
events that should be entered into the
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Health MAP database. The first page of
the form will be used for all cases,
including both stranded and entangled
marine mammals. The second page of
the form will be used for all live and
dead stranding cases, whether or not a
response is conducted. The third page
will be used for all entangled animals:
including live, entangled marine
mammals, whether or not a response is
conducted; and for all dead, stranded
marine mammals that have gear or
marine debris entangling the carcass.
Therefore, the first page of the Basic
Data Form will be required for all
marine mammal cases that must be
entered into the Health MAP database.
Whereas, the second and third pages
will be required depending on the
specifics of the case with some cases
having data entered on all three pages
(e.g., a live stranded sea lion with an
entanglement that is admitted to
rehabilitation).

The Morphometrics Form will
provide NMFS standardized data to
provide vital information regarding
species differentiation, age class, and
growth of cetaceans and pinnipeds.
Morphometric data can be actual
(physically measured by responders) or
estimated. Morphometric data have
been primarily collected through direct
measurements of dead specimens from
whaling, bycatch, and strandings or live
individuals in captivity or more rarely
collected during capture-release studies.
The Morphometrics Form will be
required for all marine mammal cases
that receive a Marine Mammal Report—
Basic Data Form in which
measurements beyond straight length
are collected. This revision broadened
the scope of work and forms recently
used. We are also implementing a name
change to the information collection
title, which will be named “Marine
Mammal Health MAP Data Forms”. The
new title summarizes the requested
revisions and serves as the host for all
forms under said collection.

The Live Animal Evaluation Form
will provide NMFS with health
information on marine mammals during
events such as rescues, rehabilitation,
and health assessments. If the animal is
alive, the animal’s health will be
assessed by an authorized and trained
veterinarian, biologist, or network
member. Based on the condition of the
live animal, it may be visually assessed
only, assessed and immediately released
following capture, taken to an
authorized rehabilitation facility, or
euthanized. Data collected from
stranded animals teaches us about
interactions between marine mammals
and fisheries, vessels, or marine debris,
and overall marine mammal population

health trends. This Live Animal
Evaluation Form will be required for all
Code 1 (live) marine mammal cases that
receive a Marine Mammal Report—
Basic Data Form and which receive a
live animal evaluation. For animals that
enter rehabilitation and are released
after some time in care, the Live Animal
Evaluation Form is required to be filled
out as a pre-release examination. It may
additionally be completed between
these two time points (admission into
rehabilitation and release) optionally, at
the discretion of the Network member.

The Dead Animal Evaluation Form
will provide NMFS with significant
information regarding the health of the
individual animal, the species, and the
ocean environment (e.g., harmful algal
blooms). Examining the carcass, both
externally and internally, collecting
samples for analyses, collecting
supplemental information about the
stranding event, and collecting
information on the life history of the
animal (reproductive status, nutritional
status, food habits, etc.) can provide
data on reasons for the stranding and/
or death of the animal. Collection of
these types of information is highly
variable depending on the species, level
of examination, state of carcass
decomposition, and other factors. Dead
Animal Examinations will also be
conducted on animals that strand alive
and subsequently die, including those
that die in rehabilitation. The Dead
Animal Examination Form will be
required for all marine mammal cases
that receive a Marine Mammal Report—
Basic Data Form in which the Network
conducts a dead animal exam.

The Histopathology Form will
provide NMFS with significant
information regarding the health of the
individual animal, the species, and the
ocean environment (e.g., harmful algal
blooms). Conducting histopathology on
samples collected from live and dead
marine mammals can provide data on
reasons for the stranding and/or death of
the animal. Collection of these types of
information is highly variable
depending on the species, level of
examination, state of carcass
decomposition, and other factors. The
Histopathology Form will be required
for all marine mammal cases that
receive a Marine Mammal Report—
Basic Data Form in which the Network
receives histopathology results.

The Samples Collected Form will
provide NMFS with information on
samples collected from stranded and
entangled marine mammals and where
and how they are stored. These samples
may then be sent to laboratories or
scientists for further analysis and results
will be collected in the Sample Analysis

Results Form. The Samples Collected
Form will be required for all marine
mammal cases in which samples were
analyzed by the Stranding or
Entanglement Response Networks.

The Sample Analysis Results Form
will provide NMFS with data from
samples tested by a variety of
laboratory-based tests, and the results of
any analyses of tissues for purposes
such as identification of infectious
disease, toxins, or parasites. The Sample
Analysis Results Form will be required
for all marine mammal cases in which
results were obtained from samples
collected.

The Findings Form will provide
NMFS with data from the full case and
any significant findings documented
including findings that may have led to
stranding, injury, illness and/or death in
both live and dead animals. The
Findings Form will be required for all
marine mammal cases that receive a
Marine Mammal Report—Basic Data
Form and a Live Animal Evaluation
Form and/or Dead Animal Evaluation
Form.

II. Method of Collection

Paper forms and/or electronic reports
are required from participants in the
U.S. National Marine Mammal
Stranding Response Network and
participants in the U.S. National Marine
Mammal Entanglement Response
Network pursuant to the requirements
of the Stranding Agreement or other
authorization. Methods of submittal
include online submission through the
NMFS National Marine Mammal
Stranding Database (preferred);
facsimile transmission of paper forms;
or mailed copies of forms. Submission
through the NMFS National Marine
Mammal Stranding Database can occur
with single entry of cases, batch upload
of data from multiple cases, or
Application Programming Interface
(API), which would allow respondents
with internal databases to quickly and
seamlessly share their data directly with
Health MAP.

II1. Data

OMB Number: 0648-0178.

Form Number: 89—-864 and 89-878.

Type of Review: Regular submission
(revision and extension of a current
information collection).

Affected Public: State governments;
not-for-profit institutions; business or
other for-profits organizations.

Estimated Number of Respondents:
400.

Estimated Time Per Response: 60
minutes for the Marine Mammal
Report—Basic Data Form, 10 minutes
for the Morphometrics Form, 45
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minutes for the Live Animal Evaluation
Form, 45 minutes for the Dead Animal
Evaluation Form, 10 minutes for the
Histopathology Form, 30 minutes for the
Samples Collected Form, 30 minutes for
the Sample Analysis Results Form, 30
minutes for the Findings Form. The
total estimated time if every form needs
to be filled out for a case (not common)
would be four hours and ten minutes
per case. The burden estimate is
conservative and based upon
respondents filling out all forms
individually. However, the database
will allow for batch upload of multiple
cases, as well as API. Both the API and
batch upload functions are expected to
streamline the data submission process
and should significantly reduce the
burden on those organizations that take
advantage of these functions. Most
forms will be filled out electronically,
significantly reducing the financial
burden to respondents. We estimate that
a small number of the Marine Mammal
Report—Basic Data paper forms will be
filled out and mailed to NMFS for
upload into the electronic database.

Estimated Total Annual Burden
Hours: 20,550.

Estimated Total Annual Cost to
Public: $117.42 for paper Marine
Mammal Report—Basic Data Form
submission.

Respondent’s Obligation: Mandatory.

Legal Authority: Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972 (MMPA).

IV. Request for Comments

We are soliciting public comments to
permit the Department/Bureau to: (a)
Evaluate whether the proposed
information collection is necessary for
the proper functions of the Department,
including whether the information will
have practical utility; (b) Evaluate the
accuracy of our estimate of the time and
cost burden for this proposed collection,
including the validity of the
methodology and assumptions used; (c)
Evaluate ways to enhance the quality,
utility, and clarity of the information to
be collected; and (d) Minimize the
reporting burden on those who respond,
including the use of automated
collection techniques or other forms of
information technology.

Comments that you submit in
response to this notice are a matter of
public record. We will include or
summarize each comment in our request
to OMB to approve this ICR. Before
including your address, phone number,
email address, or other personal
identifying information in your
comment, you should be aware that
your entire comment—including your
personal identifying information—may
be made publicly available at any time.

While you may ask us in your comment
to withhold your personal identifying
information from public review, we
cannot guarantee that we will be able to
do so.

Sheleen Dumas,

Departmental PRA Compliance Officer, Office
of the Under Secretary for Economic Affairs,
Commerce Department.

[FR Doc. 2025-11069 Filed 6-13—-25; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-P

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

Agency Information Collection
Activities; Submission to the Office of
Management and Budget (OMB) for
Review and Approval; Comment
Request; Alaska American Fisheries
Act (AFA) Permits

AGENCY: National Oceanic &
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of information collection,
request for comment.

SUMMARY: The Department of
Commerce, in accordance with the
Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995
(PRA), invites the general public and
other Federal agencies to comment on
proposed, and continuing information
collections, which helps us assess the
impact of our information collection
requirements and minimize the public’s
reporting burden. The purpose of this
notice is to allow for 60 days of public
comment preceding submission of the
collection to OMB.

DATES: To ensure consideration,
comments regarding this proposed
information collection must be received
on or before August 15, 2025.
ADDRESSES: Interested persons are
invited to submit written comments to
Adrienne Thomas, NOAA PRA Officer,
at NOAA.PRA@noaa.gov. Please
reference OMB Control Number 0648—
0393 in the subject line of your
comments. All comments received are
part of the public record and will
generally be posted on https://
www.regulations.gov without change.
Do not submit Confidential Business
Information or otherwise sensitive or
protected information.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Requests for additional information or
specific questions related to collection
activities should be directed to Doug
Shaftel, National Marine Fisheries
Service, P.O. Box 21668, Juneau, AK
99802-1668 (doug.shaftel@noaa.gov;
907-586-7228).

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:
1. Abstract

This is a request for renewal of an
approved information collection. The
National Marine Fisheries Service
(NMFS), Alaska Region, is the sponsor
of this information collection that
contains applications for permits and
transfers necessary for NMFS to manage
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands
(BSAI) pollock fishery under the
American Fisheries Act (AFA).

NMFS manages the BSAI pollock
fishery under the authority of the
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery
Conservation and Management Act (16
U.S.C. 1801 et seq.) and AFA (16 U.S.C.
1851). The regulations implementing
the AFA Program are at 50 CFR part
679, subpart F. The reporting
requirements at 50 CFR part 679 form
the basis for this collection of
information.

The AFA was signed into law in
October 1998. The purpose of the AFA
was to tighten U.S. ownership standards
that had been exploited under the Anti-
Reflagging Act, and to provide the BSAI
pollock fleet the opportunity to conduct
their fishery in a more rational manner
while protecting non-AFA participants
in the other fisheries. The AFA
established sector allocations in the
BSAI pollock fishery, determined
eligible vessels and processors, allowed
the formation of cooperatives, set limits
on the participation of AFA vessels in
other fisheries, and imposed special
catch weighing and monitoring
requirements on AFA vessels.

Any vessel used to engage in directed
fishing for a non-western Alaska
community development quota (non-
CDQ) allocation of pollock in the Bering
Sea and any shoreside processor,
stationary floating processor, or
mothership that receives pollock
harvested in a non-CDQ directed
pollock fishery in the Bering Sea must
have a valid AFA permit on board the
vessel or at the facility location at all
times while non-CDQ pollock is being
harvested or processed.

Permanent AFA permits (AFA catcher
vessel, AFA catcher/processor, AFA
mothership, and AFA inshore
processor) for the BSAI pollock fishery
had a one-time application deadline of
December 1, 2000, and were issued with
an indefinite expiration date. Therefore,
except for participants that require
annual or replacement permits, all AFA
entities required to have a permit are
already permitted.

The type of information collected
includes information on the applicants,
transferors, transferees, permits, vessels,
and Chinook salmon prohibited species
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