
2730 Federal Register / Vol. 69, No. 12 / Tuesday, January 20, 2004 / Notices 

or at locations other than that listed in 
the ADDRESSES section. 

In the event there is a request under 
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
for a copy of your comments, the BLM 
will make them available in their 
entirety, including your name and 
address. However, if you do not want 
the BLM to release your name and 
address in response to a FOIA request, 
you must state this prominently at the 
beginning of your comment. The BLM 
will honor your request to the extent 
allowed by law. The BLM will release 
all submissions from organizations or 
businesses, and from individuals 
identifying themselves as 
representatives or officials of 
organizations or businesses, in their 
entirety, including names and 
addresses. 

Electronic Access and Filing Address 
Speakers may transmit comments 

electronically via the Internet to: 
Janet_Neal@blm.gov. Please include the 
identifier ‘‘WH&B’’ in the subject of 
your message and your name and 
address in the body of your message.

Dated: January 13, 2004. 
Thomas H. Dyer, 
Assistant Director, Renewable Resources and 
Planning.
[FR Doc. 04–1147 Filed 1–16–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–84–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management 

CO–922–5700–BX; COC64903] 

Notice of Proposed Reinstatement of 
Terminated Oil and Gas Lease 

Pursuant to the provisions of 30 
U.S.C. 188(d) and (e), and 43 CFR 
3108.2–3(a) and (b)(1), a petition for 
reinstatement of oil and gas lease 
COC64903 for lands in Moffat County, 
Colorado, was timely filed and were 
accompanied by all the required rentals 
accruing from the date of termination. 
The lessee has agreed to the amended 
lease terms for rentals and royalties at 
the rate of $10.00 per acre, or fraction 
thereof, per year and 162⁄3 percent, 
respectively. 

The lessee has paid the required $500 
administrative fee and $166 to 
reimburse the Department for the cost of 
this Federal Register notice. The lessee 
has met all the requirements for 
reinstatement of the lease as set out in 
Section 31(d) and (e) of the Mineral 
Lands Leasing Act of 1920 (30 U.S.C. 
188), and the Bureau of Land 
Management is proposing to reinstate 
lease COC64903 effective June 1, 2002, 

subject to the original terms and 
conditions of the lease and the 
increased rental and royalty rates cited 
above.

Beverly A. Derringer, 
Chief, Fluid Minerals Adjudication.
[FR Doc. 04–1071 Filed 1–16–04; 8:45 am] 
BILLING CODE 4310–JB–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Reclamation 

Long-Term Miscellaneous Purposes 
Contract, Carlsbad Irrigation District, 
New Mexico

AGENCY: Bureau of Reclamation, 
Interior.
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare a 
draft environmental impact statement 
and announcement of a public scoping 
meeting. 

SUMMARY: Pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) of 
1969, as amended, the Bureau of 
Reclamation (Reclamation) and the New 
Mexico Interstate Stream Commission 
(NMISC) intend to prepare a draft 
environmental impact statement (EIS) 
on the execution of a long-term contract, 
based upon the 1920 Sale of Water for 
Miscellaneous Purposes Act (long-term 
miscellaneous purposes contract) with 
the Carlsbad Irrigation District (CID), 
New Mexico, and the subsequent 
conversion and delivery of the full 
amount of irrigation water addressed in 
the contract and any related contracts 
(hereinafter collectively referred to as a 
single contract). Reclamation is the lead 
Federal agency and the NMISC will 
serve as a joint lead agency for NEPA 
compliance for the proposed Federal 
action.
DATES AND ADDRESSES: To receive input 
from interested organizations and 
individuals, a public scoping meeting 
will be held on February 12, 2004, in 
Carlsbad, New Mexico. Scoping is an 
early and public process for determining 
the issues to be addressed and 
identifying any significant issues related 
to the proposed Federal action. The 
scoping period will be open from 
January 20, 2004 to March 15, 2004. The 
public scoping meeting will be held at 
the following time and location: 

• Thursday, February 12, 2004—7 to 
9 p.m., Best Western Stevens Inn, Room 
No. 4, 1829 South Canal Street, 
Carlsbad, New Mexico. 

Reclamation also invites written 
comments during the scoping period. 
Written comments regarding the scope 
and content of the draft EIS may be sent 
directly to Marsha Carra, Bureau of 

Reclamation, Albuquerque Area Office, 
555 Broadway NE., Suite 100, 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102; 
telephone (505) 462–3602; facsimile 
(505) 462–3797; e-mail: 
mcarra@uc.usbr.gov. Written comments 
should be received no later than March 
15, 2004, to be considered most 
effectively. 

Those not desiring to submit 
comments or suggestions at this time, 
but who would like to receive a copy of 
the draft EIS, should contact Marsha 
Carra. When the draft EIS is complete, 
its availability will be announced in the 
Federal Register, in the local news 
media, and through direct contact with 
interested parties. Comments will be 
solicited on the draft document.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Marsha Carra, Bureau of Reclamation, 
Albuquerque Area Office, 555 Broadway 
NE., Suite 100, Albuquerque, New 
Mexico 87102; e-mail: 
mcarra@uc.usbr.gov; telephone (505) 
462–3602; or Sara Rhoton, New Mexico 
Interstate Stream Commission, Bataan 
Memorial Building, State Capitol, P.O. 
Box 25102, Santa Fe, New Mexico 
87504; e-mail: srhoton@ose.state.nm.us; 
telephone (505) 827–3996.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
purpose of Reclamation’s proposed 
Federal action is to allow the NMISC to 
use Carlsbad Project water (Project 
water) allotted to land located inside the 
boundaries of the CID that NMISC owns 
or leases from other members of the CID, 
or other Project water, for release from 
facilities serving the Carlsbad Project. 
The underlying need for Reclamation’s 
action is to help the NMISC comply 
with the Pecos River Compact and the 
United States Supreme Court Amended 
Decree in Texas v. New Mexico. ‘‘Other 
Project water’’ consists of water that is 
allotted to land on the CID assessment 
rolls that is available for lease under a 
Contingent Water Contract where: (1) 
Willing lessors temporarily forego 
irrigation of their lands in an irrigation 
season (fallowed land water) or (2) 
allotted water is not delivered to farms 
by October 31 of a given year 
(undelivered allotment water). The long-
term miscellaneous purposes contract 
would replace a 1999 short-term 
contract that Reclamation currently has 
with the CID that allows the NMISC to 
use water allotted to CID lands leased by 
the NMISC or lease other available 
Carlsbad Project water. 

The State of New Mexico ex rel. the 
State Engineer, NMISC, Reclamation, 
CID, and the Pecos Valley Artesian 
Conservancy District entered into a 
Settlement Agreement on March 25, 
2003, that resolves litigation,
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