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1 NIWX supplemented its verified notice of 
exemption on July 7 and July 12, 2022. Therefore, 
July 12, 2022, is considered the filing date for the 
purpose of calculating the effective date of the 
exemption. 

Total Estimated Annual Hour Burden: 
107.50. 

Curtis Rich, 
Agency Clearance Officer. 
[FR Doc. 2022–16178 Filed 7–27–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 8026–09–P 

SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD 

[Docket No. FD 36605] 

Northern Illinois & Wisconsin Railway 
Corporation, d.b.a. NIWX 
Corporation—Control Exemption— 
West Erie Short Line, Inc. 

Northern Illinois & Wisconsin 
Railway Corporation, d.b.a. NIWX 
Corporation (NIWX), has filed a verified 
notice of exemption pursuant to 49 CFR 
1180.2(d)(2) to acquire control of West 
Erie Short Line, Inc. (WESL), a Class III 
carrier, from EFCO, Inc., d.b.a. Ajax/ 
CECO/Erie Press (EFCO), a noncarrier. 

The transaction may be consummated 
on or after August 11, 2022, the effective 
date of the exemption (30 days after the 
verified notice was filed).1 

According to the verified notice of 
exemption, NIWX indirectly controls 
Blackwell Northern Gateway Railroad 
Company (BNG) by virtue of controlling 
US Rail Partners, Ltd. (USRP), which 
owns all of BNG’s stock. The verified 
notice additionally indicates that 
Davenport Industrial Railroad, LLC, is 
affiliated with, but not controlled by, 
NIWX. 

The verified notice indicates that: (1) 
WESL does not connect with the rail 
lines of any of the rail carriers in 
NIWX’s corporate family; (2) the 
transaction is not part of a series of 
anticipated transactions that would 
connect WESL with the rail lines of any 
carriers in NIWX’s corporate family; and 
(3) the transaction does not involve a 
Class I rail carrier. The proposed 
transaction is therefore exempt from the 
prior approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. 
11323 pursuant to 49 CFR 1180.2(d)(2). 

Under 49 U.S.C. 10502(g), the Board 
may not use its exemption authority to 
relieve a rail carrier of its statutory 
obligation to protect the interests of its 
employees. However, 49 U.S.C. 11326(c) 
does not provide for labor protection for 
transactions under 49 U.S.C. 11324 and 
11325 that involve only Class III rail 
carriers. Because this transaction 
involves Class III rail carriers only, the 
Board, under the statute, may not 

impose labor protective conditions for 
this transaction. 

If the verified notice contains false or 
misleading information, the exemption 
is void ab initio. Petitions to revoke the 
exemption under 49 U.S.C. 10502(d) 
may be filed at any time. The filing of 
a petition to revoke will not 
automatically stay the effectiveness of 
the exemption. Petitions for stay must 
be filed no later than August 4, 2022 (at 
least seven days before the exemption 
becomes effective). 

All pleadings, referring to Docket No. 
FD 36605, must be filed with the 
Surface Transportation Board either via 
e-filing on the Board’s website or in 
writing addressed to 395 E Street SW, 
Washington, DC 20423–0001. In 
addition, one copy of each pleading 
must be served on NIWX’s 
representative, Thomas F. McFarland, 
Thomas F. McFarland, P.C., 2230 
Marston Lane, Flossmoor, IL 60422– 
1336. 

According to NIWX, this action is 
categorically excluded from 
environmental review under 49 CFR 
1105.6(c) and from historic reporting 
requirements under 49 CFR 1105.8(b). 

Board decisions and notices are 
available at www.stb.gov. 

Decided: July 25, 2022. 
By the Board, Mai T. Dinh, Director, Office 

of Proceedings. 
Eden Besera, 
Clearance Clerk. 
[FR Doc. 2022–16201 Filed 7–27–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4915–01–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Highway Administration 

Notice of Final Federal Agency Actions 
on the Interstate 81 Viaduct Project, 
Onondaga County, New York 

AGENCY: Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), DOT. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: This notice announces the 
extension of the judicial review time 
period for claims relating to the 
Interstate 81 Viaduct Project located in 
Onondaga County, New York. 
DATES: A claim seeking judicial review 
of the Federal agency actions on the 
highway project will be barred unless 
the claim is filed on or before November 
21, 2022. If the Federal law that 
authorizes judicial review of a claim 
provides a time period of less than 150 
days for filing such claim, then that 
shorter time period still applies. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Richard J. Marquis, Division 

Administrator, Federal Highway 
Administration, Leo W. O’Brien Federal 
Building, 11A Clinton Avenue, Suite 
719, Albany, New York 12207, 
Telephone (518) 431–4127. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On June 3, 
2022, at 87 FR 33872, FHWA published 
a Statute of Limitations Notice for the 
Interstate 81 Viaduct Project, Onondaga 
County, New York. This notice extends 
the judicial review time period from 
October 31, 2022, to November 21, 2022, 
as a result of publishing an addendum 
to the Record of Decision (ROD) 
containing responses to comments 
inadvertently omitted from the original 
publication. The FEIS, ROD, and other 
documents in the FHWA administrative 
record files are available by contacting 
FHWA at the address provided above. 
The FEIS and ROD can also be viewed 
and downloaded from the project 
website at: https://webapps.dot.ny.gov/i- 
81-viaduct-project. 
(Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance 
Program Number 20.205, Highway 
Planning and Construction. The 
regulations implementing Executive 
Order 12372 regarding 
intergovernmental consultation on 
Federal programs and activities apply to 
this program.) 

Authority: 23 U.S.C. 139(l)(1) 
Issued on: July 25, 2022. 

Richard J. Marquis, 
Division Administrator, Albany, NY. 
[FR Doc. 2022–16191 Filed 7–27–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–RY–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Federal Railroad Administration 

[Docket No. FRA–2022–0026] 

Notice of Availability of a Final General 
Conformity Determination for the 
California High-Speed Rail System, 
San Francisco to San Jose Section 

AGENCY: Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA), U.S. Department 
of Transportation (DOT). 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: FRA is providing this notice 
to advise the public that it is issuing a 
Final General Conformity Determination 
(FCD) for the San Francisco to San Jose 
Section of the California High-Speed 
Rail (HSR) System (Project). The Project 
is located between Fourth and King 
Street Station in San Francisco, CA, and 
Scott Boulevard in Santa Clara, CA, 
along and adjacent to the existing 
Caltrain rail corridor. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Lana Lau, Supervisory Environmental 
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Protection Specialist, RPD, telephone: 
(202) 923–5314, email: Lana.Lau@
dot.gov; or Marlys Osterhues, Chief 
Environment and Project Engineering, 
RPD, telephone: (202) 493–0413, email: 
Marlys.Osterhues@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: Pursuant 
to 23 U.S.C. 327 (Section 327), the 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
(Authority) has assumed FRA’s 
environmental review responsibilities 
under the National Environmental 
Policy Act (NEPA; 42 U.S.C. 4321 et 
seq.). However, under Section 327, FRA 
remains responsible for compliance 
with the Clean Air Act General 
Conformity requirements. In compliance 
with NEPA and the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), the 
Authority published a Final 
Environmental Impact Record/Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIR/ 
EIS) for the San Francisco to San Jose 
Section of the California High-Speed 
Rail (HSR) System on June 10, 2022. 

FRA prepared a Draft General 
Conformity Determination, pursuant to 
40 CFR part 93, subpart B, which 
establishes the process for complying 
with the General Conformity 
requirements of the Clean Air Act. FRA 
published a notice in the Federal 
Register on May 2, 2022, advising the 
public of the availability of the Draft 
Conformity Determination for a 30-day 
review and comment period. The Draft 
Conformity Determination was 
published at http://
www.regulations.gov, Docket No. FRA– 
2022–0026. The comment period of the 
Draft Conformity Determination closed 
on June 2, 2022. FRA received one 
comment on the Draft General 
Conformity Determination on behalf of 
the City of Brisbane. The commenter 
stated ‘‘the Draft GCD findings are 
erroneous because it is based upon the 
Project’s EIR/EIS, which provides 
inaccurate and incomplete 
information.’’ The commenter also 
identified specific statements in the 
Draft General Conformity Determination 
where the commenter believed the 
analysis was deficient. FRA prepared a 
response to the City’s comment, which 
is included as Attachment B to the Final 
General Conformity Determination. 

FRA prepared the Final General 
Conformity Determination pursuant to 
40 CFR part 93, subpart B, and based on 
the Authority’s coordination with the 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), Bay Area Air Quality 
Management District (BAAQMD), and 
the California Air Resources Board 
(CARB). The analysis found that 
construction period emissions for one of 
the Project alternatives (Alternative B) 

would exceed the General Conformity 
de minimis threshold for Nitrogen 
Oxides (NOx). However, operation of 
the Project would result in an overall 
reduction of regional emissions of all 
applicable air pollutants and would not 
cause a localized exceedance of an air 
quality standard. Consistent with the 
General Conformity Rule, the Authority 
will ensure all remaining emissions that 
exceed the de minimis thresholds, after 
implementation of the impact avoidance 
and minimization features and onsite 
mitigation measures, will be completely 
mitigated to zero through agreements 
with the applicable air districts. Based 
on this commitment, FRA determined 
the Project will conform to the 
requirements in the approved State 
Implementation Plan. 

The Final General Conformity 
Determination is available at http://
www.regulations.gov, Docket No. FRA– 
2022–0026, and FRA’s website at 
https://railroads.dot.gov/environment/ 
environmental-reviews/clean-air-act- 
california-general-conformity- 
determinations, 

Issued in Washington, DC 
Marlys A. Osterhues, 
Chief Environment and Project Engineering. 
[FR Doc. 2022–16164 Filed 7–27–22; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 4910–06–P 

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 

Maritime Administration 

[Docket No. MARAD–2022–0149] 

Coastwise Endorsement Eligibility 
Determination for a Foreign-Built 
Vessel: Thunderbird 1119 (Sail); 
Invitation for Public Comments 

AGENCY: Maritime Administration, DOT. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Secretary of 
Transportation, as represented by the 
Maritime Administration (MARAD), is 
authorized to issue coastwise 
endorsement eligibility determinations 
for foreign-built vessels which will carry 
no more than twelve passengers for hire. 
A request for such a determination has 
been received by MARAD. By this 
notice, MARAD seeks comments from 
interested parties as to any effect this 
action may have on U.S. vessel builders 
or businesses in the U.S. that use U.S.- 
flag vessels. Information about the 
requestor’s vessel, including a brief 
description of the proposed service, is 
listed below. 
DATES: Submit comments on or before 
August 29, 2022. 

ADDRESSES: You may submit comments 
identified by DOT Docket Number 
MARAD–2022–0149 by any one of the 
following methods: 

• Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
http://www.regulations.gov. Search 
MARAD–2022–0149 and follow the 
instructions for submitting comments. 

• Mail or Hand Delivery: Docket 
Management Facility is in the West 
Building, Ground Floor of the U.S. 
Department of Transportation. The 
Docket Management Facility location 
address is: U.S. Department of 
Transportation, MARAD–2022–0149, 
1200 New Jersey Avenue SE, West 
Building, Room W12–140, Washington, 
DC 20590, between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, except on 
Federal holidays. 

Note: If you mail or hand-deliver your 
comments, we recommend that you include 
your name and a mailing address, an email 
address, or a telephone number in the body 
of your document so that we can contact you 
if we have questions regarding your 
submission. 

Instructions: All submissions received 
must include the agency name and 
specific docket number. All comments 
received will be posted without change 
to the docket at www.regulations.gov, 
including any personal information 
provided. For detailed instructions on 
submitting comments, or to submit 
comments that are confidential in 
nature, see the section entitled Public 
Participation. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
James Mead, U.S. Department of 
Transportation, Maritime 
Administration, 1200 New Jersey 
Avenue SE, Room W23–459, 
Washington, DC 20590. Telephone 202– 
366–5723, Email James.Mead@dot.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: As 
described in the application, the 
intended service of the vessel 
THUNDERBIRD 1119 is: 
—Intended Commercial Use of Vessel: 

‘‘Sailing charters and sailing 
instruction.’’ 

—Geographic Region Including Base of 
Operations: ‘‘Washington.’’ (Base of 
Operations: Port Townsend, WA) 

—Vessel Length and Type: 25.9′ Sail 
The complete application is available 

for review identified in the DOT docket 
as MARAD 2022–0149 at http://
www.regulations.gov. Interested parties 
may comment on the effect this action 
may have on U.S. vessel builders or 
businesses in the U.S. that use U.S.-flag 
vessels. If MARAD determines, in 
accordance with 46 U.S.C. 12121 and 
MARAD’s regulations at 46 CFR part 
388, that the employment of the vessel 
in the coastwise trade to carry no more 
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