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5 Landing Locations Within Port Group—All: For Alaska: All landing locations included in 2, 3, and 4. For California: Eureka, Fort Bragg, Other 
California. For Oregon: Astoria, Aurora, Lincoln City, Newport, Warrenton, Other Oregon. For Washington: Anacortes, Bellevue, Bellingham, 
Nagai Island, Edmonds, Everett, Granite Falls, Ilwaco, La Conner, Port Angeles, Port Orchard, Port Townsend, Rainier, Fox Island, Mercer Is-
land, Seattle, Standwood, Other Washington. For Canada: Port Hardy, Port Edward, Prince Rupert, Vancouver, Haines Junction, Other Canada. 

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq. 

Dated: December 14, 2017. 
Alan D. Risenhoover, 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service. 
[FR Doc. 2017–27336 Filed 12–19–17; 8:45 am] 
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Environmental Assessment (EA) for 
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Commerce (DOC). 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
EA; request for comments. 

SUMMARY: NOAA announces its 
intention to prepare an EA, in 
accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act of 1969, for a 
new space lease to be occupied by the 
NOAA/OAR Geophysical Fluid 
Dynamics Laboratory. 
DATES: Written comments must be 
received on or before January 15, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Written comments on 
suggested alternatives and potential 
impacts should be sent to Stephen F. 
Mayle, Administrative Officer, NOAA/ 
OAR/GFDL, 201 Forrestal Road, 
Princeton, NJ 08540. Comments may 
also be submitted via facsimile to 609– 
452–5395 or by email to Steve.Mayle@
noaa.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: The 
proposed action would involve a lease 
for space for the offices, seminar rooms, 
meeting rooms, etc. and computing 
facilities used by the Geophysical Fluid 
Dynamics Laboratory (GFDL). The 
current facilities, located in the 
Princeton, New Jersey area, are part of 
NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Research (OAR). Research 
conducted at this laboratory includes 
development and use of mathematical 
models and computer simulations to 
improve our understanding and 
prediction of the behavior of the 
atmosphere and the oceans. GFDL 
scientists focus on model-building 
relevant for society, such as hurricane 
research, weather and ocean prediction, 

and forecasting on the continuum of 
time and space scales. GFDL also 
collaborates with visiting scientists and 
students from academic and non-profit 
institutions with whom NOAA has 
partnered to further its mission goals. 
The current physical space for GFDL 
consists of two buildings that together 
provide office space, teaching/seminar 
space, high performance computing 
space, a command/control center, and 
mechanical and electrical plants. The 
current GFDL facilities are 
approximately 68,675 square feet. 
Current space can house up to 215 staff, 
including full-time employees, visiting 
scientists and students, and contract 
employees. 

The current facilities are in need of 
repairs and renovations in order to 
continue to be effectively and safely 
occupied by GFDL. The existing space 
is also insufficient to accommodate 
visiting scientists and students, for 
example approximately 40 such staff 
utilize nearby overflow space, and to 
effectively store and stage necessary 
equipment for current levels of effort. It 
also does not allow space to expand to 
continue to meet NOAA’s mission in 
collaboration with our institutional 
partners. NOAA is contracting with an 
architectural and engineering firm to 
conduct a space programming and 
planning study, or a Program of 
Requirements, that will more 
specifically identify GFDL’s space 
needs. This study is expected to be 
completed on or about April 1, 2018, 
and will also inform the alternatives to 
be considered in an EA. 

The purpose of the public scoping 
process for this EA is to determine 
relevant issues that will influence the 
scope of the environmental analysis, 
including potential alternatives, and the 
extent to which those issues and 
impacts will be analyzed in the EA. 
Federal, state, and local agencies, along 
with other stakeholders that may be 
interested in or affected by NOAA’s 
decision on this project are invited to 
participate in the scoping process and, 
if eligible, may request or be requested 
by NOAA to participate as a cooperating 
agency. 

Dated: November 28, 2017. 
David Holst, 
Chief Financial Officer/CAO, Office of 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2017–27387 Filed 12–19–17; 8:45 am] 
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DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

[Docket ID ED–2017–OCO–0139] 

Request for Information on Obtaining 
Input From Rural Schools and Local 
Educational Agencies 

AGENCY: Office of Communications and 
Outreach, Department of Education. 
ACTION: Request for information. 

SUMMARY: In accordance with section 
5005 of the Every Student Succeeds Act 
(ESSA), the Secretary seeks information 
from the public regarding actions the 
Department of Education (Department) 
can take to improve how it considers the 
unique needs of rural schools and local 
educational agencies (LEAs) as it 
develops and implements its policies 
and programs. The Secretary intends to 
use this information in issuing a final 
report, required under section 5005, 
describing the actions it will take to 
increase the consideration and 
participation of rural schools and LEAs 
in the development and execution of the 
Department’s processes, procedures, 
policies, and regulations. 
DATES: We must receive your comments 
no later than February 20, 2018. 
ADDRESSES: Submit your comments 
through the Federal eRulemaking Portal 
or via postal mail, commercial delivery, 
hand delivery, or email. To ensure that 
we do not receive duplicate copies, 
please submit your comments only 
once. In addition, please include the 
Docket ID at the top of your comments. 

Federal eRulemaking Portal: Go to 
www.regulations.gov to submit your 
comments electronically. Information 
on using Regulations.gov, including 
instructions for accessing agency 
documents, submitting comments, and 
viewing the docket, is available on the 
site under the ‘‘Help’’ tab. 

Postal Mail, Commercial Delivery, 
Hand Delivery, or Email: The 
Department encourages commenters to 
submit their comments through the 
Federal eRulemaking Portal. However, if 
you mail or deliver your comments in 
response to this request, address them to 
Michael Chamberlain, U.S. Department 
of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue 
SW, Room 5E260, Washington, DC 
20202. If you email your comments, 
send them to rural@ed.gov. 

Privacy Note: The Department’s 
policy is to make all comments received 
from members of the public available for 
public viewing in their entirety on the 
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