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mobile fishing gear, and close these
areas to bottom trawling;

‘4. Monitor bycatch to identify areas
of deep-sea coral and sponge habitat
that are currently fished, establish
appropriate limits or caps on bycatch of
deep-sea coral and sponge habitat, and
immediately close areas to bottom
trawling where these limits or caps are
reached, until such time as the areas can
be mapped, identified as EFH and
HAPCG, and permanently protected;

‘5. Establish a program to identify
new areas containing high
concentrations of deep-sea coral and
sponge habitat through bycatch
monitoring, surveys, and other methods,
designate these newly discovered areas
as EFH and HAPC, and close them to
bottom trawling;

“6. Enhance monitoring
infrastructure, including observer
coverage, vessel monitoring systems,
and electronic logbooks for vessel
fishing in areas where they might
encounter high concentrations of deep-
sea coral and sponge habitat (including
encountering HAPC);

7. Increase enforcement and
penalties to prevent deliberate
destruction of deep-sea coral and
sponge habitat and illegal fishing in
already closed areas; and

“8. Fund and initiate research to
identify, protect, and restore damaged
deep-sea coral and sponge habitat.>

The exact and complete assertions of
legal responsibilities under Federal law
are contained in the text of Oceana’s
petition, which is available via internet
at the following NMFS web address:
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/
habitatconservation/ DSC__petition/
Oceana. Also, anyone may obtain a
copy of this petition by contacting
NMEFS at the above address.

The Assistant Administrator for
Fisheries, NOAA has determined that
the petition contains enough
information to enable NMFS to consider
the substance of the petition. NMFS will
consider public comments received in
determining whether to proceed with
the development of the regulations
requested by Oceana. Additionally,
NMFS, by separate letter, has requested
each Regional Fishery Management
Council assist in evaluating this
petition. Upon determining whether to
initiate the requested rulemaking, the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA, will publish in the Federal
Register a notice of the agency’s final
disposition of the Oceana petition
request.

Authority: 16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.

Dated: June 4, 2004.
Rebecca Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04—13204 Filed 6—-10—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 051304B]

NOAA Recreational Fisheries Strategic
Plan Public Meeting; Correction

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of public meetings;
correction.

SUMMARY: The National Marine
Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries)
published a document in the Federal
Register on May 19, 2004, concerning a
public meeting to present a draft of the
NOAA Fisheries Strategic Plan for
Recreational Fisheries 2005-2010. The
primary goal of the meeting is to collect
public input on the DRAFT plan.
Additional meetings are planned for
Texas, Alabama, and North Carolina.
Specific dates, times, and locations to
these meetings will be published in the
Federal Register. This document
contained incorrect dates.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Michael Kelly, Division Chief, Office of
Constituent Services at (301) 713—2379.

Correction

1. In the Federal Register of May 19,
2004, in FR Doc. 04-11351, on page
28882, in the second column, correct
the “DATES” caption to read:

DATES: The meetings will be held on
June 3, and June 23, 2004. See
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION for specific
dates and times.

2. On page 28882, for the meeting
held in Honolulu, HI, in the third
column, in the 17th line, correct “June
26, 2004” to read “June 23, 2004.”

Dated: June 7, 2004.

Rebecca Lent,

Deputy Assistant Administrator for
Regulatory Programs, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04—-13208 Filed 6—10—04; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 060304B]

Endangered and Threatened Species;
Take of Anadromous Fish

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NOAA Fisheries), National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), U. S.
Department of Commerce.

ACTION: Notice of receipt of a permit
application; request for comments.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
NOAA Fisheries has received an
application for a permit to conduct
research for scientific purposes from
Michael Clarke, City of San Luis Obispo,
CA. The requested permit would affect
the South Central California Coast
Evolutionarily Significant Unit of
steelhead trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss).
The public is hereby notified of the
availability of the permit application for
review and comment before NOAA
Fisheries either approves or disapproves
the application.

DATES: Written comments on the permit
application must be received at the
appropriate address or fax number (see
ADDRESSES) on or before July 14, 2004.
ADDRESSES: You may submit comments
by any of the following methods:

® Federal e-Rulemaking Portal http:/
/www.regulations.gov. Following the
instructions for submitting comments.

® FE-mail: Include in the subject line
of the e-mail comment the following
identifier: FRNpermits.lb@noaa.gov

® Mail: Protected Resources
Division, NOAA Fisheries, 501 W.
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
CA 90802.

® Fax: 562-980-4027.

Comments regarding the burden-hour
estimates or other aspects of the
collection-of-information requirements
contained in this rule may be submitted
in writing to Anthony Spina, Protected
Resources Division, NOAA Fisheries,
501 W. Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long
Beach, CA 90802 and to David Rostker,
OMB, by email at
David _Rostker@omb.eop.gov or by
facsimile (Fax) to 202—-395-7285
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Anthony Spina at phone number 562—
980—4045 or e-mail:
anthony.spina@noaa.gov
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION:

Authority: Authority

Issuance of permits, as required by the

Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16
U.S.C. 1531B1543) (ESA), is based on a
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finding that such permits: (1) are
applied for in good faith; (2) would not
operate to the disadvantage of the listed
species which are the subject of the
permits; and (3) are consistent with the
purposes and policies set forth in
section 2 of the ESA. Authority to take
listed species is subject to conditions set
forth in the permits. Permits are issued
in accordance with and are subject to
the ESA and NOAA Fisheries
regulations governing listed fish and
wildlife permits (50 CFR parts 222—226).

Those individuals requesting a
hearing on an application listed in this
notice should provide the specific
reasons why a hearing on that
application would be appropriate (see
ADDRESSES). The holding of such a
hearing is at the discretion of the
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries,
NOAA. All statements and opinions
contained in the permit action
summaries are those of the applicant
and do not necessarily reflect the views
of NOAA Fisheries.

Permit Application Received.

Michael Clarke has applied for a
permit to take the South Central
California Coast Evolutionarily
Significant Unit of steelhead trout
(Oncorhynchus mykiss) and tissue
collection from this species during a 2—
year study (2004 and 2005) of the
abundance and distribution of juvenile
steelhead in the San Luis Obispo Creek
watershed, San Luis Obispo County,
California. Michael Clarke proposes
electrofishing and direct underwater
observation using mask and snorkel as
the methods for estimating abundance
and distribution of juvenile steelhead,
and has requested an annual non-lethal
take of 1620 juvenile steelhead, and
annual collection and possession of up
to 100 juvenile steelhead tissue samples,
with the total possession for both years
not exceeding 200 tissue samples. The
proposed research would conclude
October 31, 2005.

Dated: June 7, 2004.
Phil Williams,

Chief, Endangered Species Division, Office
of Protected Resources, National Marine
Fisheries Service.

[FR Doc. 04-13203 Filed 6—10-04; 8:45 am]

BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D. 060404A]

Marine Mammals; Photography Permit
Application No. 946-1747

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Issuance of permit.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that
Ocean Futures Society (Jean-Michel
Cousteau, Responsible Party), 325
Chapala Street, Santa Barbara, CA
93101, has been issued a permit to take
gray whales (Eschrictius robustus) and
killer whales (Orcinus orca) for
purposes of commercial/educational
photography.

ADDRESSES: The permit and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following office(s):

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713—-0376;

Northwest Region, NMFS, 7600 Sand
Point Way NE, BIN C15700, Bldg. 1,
Seattle, WA 98115-0700; phone
(206)526—6150; fax (206)526—6426;

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802-1668; phone
(907)586-7221; fax (907)586—7249; and

Southwest Region, NMFS, 501 West
Ocean Blvd., Suite 4200, Long Beach,
CA 90802—4213; phone (562)980—-4001;
fax (562)980—4018.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Amy Sloan or Jill Lewandowski,
(301)713-2289.

SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On April
2, 2004, notice was published in the
Federal Register (69 FR 17394) that a
request for a photography permit to take
the above-mentioned species of marine
mammals for purposes of commercial/
educational photography had been
submitted by the above-named
individual. The requested permit has
been issued under the authority of the
Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972,
as amended (16 U.S.C. 1361 et seq.), and
the Regulations Governing the Taking
and Importing of Marine Mammals (50
CFR part 216).The permit authorizes the
applicant to take 100 gray whales and
50 killer whales by level B harassment
during close approaches to obtain
above- and below-water still
photographs, video footage, and sound
recordings of migrating gray whales and

encounters of killer whales feeding on
gray whales along the Mexican-U.S.
border north to the Bering and Chukchi
Seas. The purpose of this project is to
educate the public on the state of the
health of the oceans consistent with the
six-part Ocean Futures Society/KQED-
PBS partnership film series (Jean-Michel
Cousteau’s Ocean Adventures series).
The permit will expire on May 31, 2006.

Dated: June 4, 2004.
Patrick Opay,
Acting Chief, Permits, Conservation and
Education Division, Office of Protected
Resources, National Marine Fisheries Service.
[FR Doc. 04-13231 Filed 6-10-04; 8:45 am)]
BILLING CODE 3510-22-S

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE

National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration

[1.D.060704G]
Marine Mammals; File No. 1069-1756

AGENCY: National Marine Fisheries
Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA),
Commerce.

ACTION: Receipt of application.

SUMMARY: Notice is hereby given that Dr.
Charles W. Powers, The Institute for
Responsible Management/CRESP,
Robert Wood Johnson Medical School,
675 Hoes Lane, Piscataway, NJ, has
applied for a permit to conduct
scientific research on marine mammals.

DATES: Written, telefaxed, or e-mail
comments must be received on or before
July 14, 2004.

ADDRESSES: The application and related
documents are available for review
upon written request or by appointment
in the following offices:

Permits, Conservation and Education
Division, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910; phone
(301)713-2289; fax (301)713-0376; and

Alaska Region, NMFS, P.O. Box
21668, Juneau, AK 99802—1668; phone
(907)586-7221; fax (907)586—7249.

Written comments or requests for a
public hearing on this application
should be mailed to the Chief, Permits,
Conservation and Education Division,
F/PR1, Office of Protected Resources,
NMFS, 1315 East-West Highway, Room
13705, Silver Spring, MD 20910. Those
individuals requesting a hearing should
set forth the specific reasons why a
hearing on this particular request would
be appropriate.

Comments may also be submitted by
facsimile at (301)713-0376, provided
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